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MINUTES
0? TH]B
VERMONT ASSOCIATION,
AT THEIR
ANNUAL CONVENTION,
"BOLDEN AT

ORWEL VERMONT,

OCTOBER," ¥79T.

Priowed at Bensington, by A. IIASWELL.
T



MINUUTES, .

WarpNreDAY, Ofoder 6.

‘T two o’clock P. M. brother Baily de-

livered an introdu&ory fermon, trom
Jer. x. 6. For as much as there is none like
unto thee, O Lord ; thou ary greal, and thy
name is great in might,

2. Made choice of a modc rator and clerk,

1. Letters were received from the feveral
<horches, and the following account was ta-
ken of the members added, difmiffed, exclu.-
ded, or who have died the year pAﬂ and
of the prefent number in cach church.

N. B. Noaccounts wei e rcecived from the
churches a1 /Imgu fhed by an . Dn_/bu denote
no fe'tled mini/ cr, th//(rs names in italic,
d/oje marked seith 4 | were not prefent,

| CHVURCHES,




CHURCHES. MzssEN6IRS,

Ifaac Beall,
Clarendon, w onathan Shepherd,
Manchefter, Fofeph Cornal, -
Grenville, ~—— - -
Middletown, Sylvanus muw:..dv ~

Hubbard{ton, N Nathaniel Culver,
anaa_.& St. John.

Henry Green,
Colburn Prefton, .

Wallingford, w

Ira, w Cephas Carpenter.

E/nathan Pbelps
Orvel, W Ebea Murry. ’

(Carried forward).
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) Caleb Handy, iy
Pittsford, ¢ Abel Stephens, . - - - = = | 2] 2| 3] 1} 44
') William tutherland, . ‘ | i
Brandon, » Thomas Tuttle, "« - - e 2 1| 4} | 64
- Nathan Daniets.
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4. Received a letter from the Warren af-
fociation, by which we are informed of the
death of two of our honored and beloved
fathers, viz. the reverend Nathanicl Green,
and do&tor Manning. Be ye alfo ready.

. Chofe brother Haynes to write a letter

to the fifter aflociations.

6. Adjourncd until tomorrow moring at
sight o’clock.

| Taurspay, Oftober..

MET purfuant to adjour..ment.

A fermon was delivered this morning by
brother Caleb Blood, from Deut. xxxii. 3.
1. Received a letter from the Wocdftock
aflociation, by brother Buaily, their meflen-
ger ; informing of the profperity of Zion in
different places.

2. Received a letter from the Philadelphi-
an affociation, at their feffion at Newyork ;
by which we are informed, that they enjoy a
happy eftablithment, and fweet union amongf!
their churches,

. Voted, that it is inconfiftent <ith the
prmc:p es of this affociation, to rcad, in a
pubhc manner, any claufe of a lctter from a-

y fifter church, which would impeach the
chara&cr of any mdnvzdmlbrmw

4. Read and approved the cir-vlac letrer
prepared by brother Webb-—-—-w cloand e
proved the letter to the fifter ai?'ociation»-a,
prepared by brother Hayn:s.

s« Adjournced for an hour.
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MET purfuant to adjournment.

1. Query from the church in Clarendon,

1. If one church has a difficulty againft an.
osther church, belanging. 3o the oc1atisn—What
meafures ought to be taien in order fo obiain
Jatisfaction ?

2. If by attending to fuch rules as may be
preferibed, fatisfallion fhould not be ob: ained,
in what fenfe does fuch a difficulty affe? the
churches of the union 2

Anfwer, Itis the duty of fuch aggrieved
church to labor with the church that has
erred ; and if not fatisfied, to requelt a mutu-
al council ; and if that is refufed, then to
call one themfelves : and if the council fhall
think that a church, thus offending,ought not
to be continued in fellowfhip, repoit ought to
be madeto the aflociation, at their next fcflion,
by faid council ; that the cliurches in the u-
nion may not be impofed upon, by thofe who
are corrupt : and fuch a church be confider-
ed no longer a member of the aflociation.

2. Appointed brethren, Cornal, Beall, and
Green, our meflengers to the Shaftfbury aflo-
ciation ; and brother Buily to that of War-
ren ; and brethren, Haynes, and Murry, to
the Woodftock ; and brother Webdh to the
Philadelphian affociation.

3. Appointed brother Haynes to write the
circular letter to the churches, for next year
«—And brother Beall to prepare a letter o
ehe filter affociations.

4. Tle affociation to meet at Pittford next
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year, on the firlt Wednefday in O&ober, at
two o’clock P. M.

Brother Beall to preach the introduétory
fermon ; and in cafc of failure brother Greca

- - — ’***’”l”'
X , THAE .
CIRCULAR LETTER,

PREPARRD BY

BROTHER WUEIB B,
IS NOW PRESENTED TO THE
¢ H U R C H E W
Beloved in the Lorp,
NCE more we embrace the onportuni::
of addrefling you frem our «nnual con-
vention, upon the important and preavus
fubject of religion. _

At our laft annual meeting, we commenced
the oradtice of fending a circulatory epiflle to
the .everal churches: a pradtice which was
attended to in the early ages of chrifbianity ;
and which may be produétive of falutary ef-
fefs, if rightly improved. Our fubje@ was
that of pradtical piety : the neceflity of which
hath induced us to offer a few thoughts more
on the fame point.

With con{cious fatisfaltion we view the en-
creafing fpread of the gofpei, and the growing
empire of King Emanuel: the happy confe-
quences of which are obvious to the eye of
the beholder, by the willing numbers who
take the Redeemer’s vifible yoke upon them.
Yet with regret and forrow we muft fay, thar
we fear too many profefs to take Chrift fov
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their Saviour, who do-not take him for their
King ; but live in the violation of his pre-.
cepts, and yet profefs to lean upon the Lord,
and truft in his promifes. Hence the necef-
fity of infifting upon works of righteoufnefs
as the happy evidence of a gracious ftate.
When ro money is in circulation, ¢ounter-
feits are not impofed on the public: and if
there was no religion in the world, there
would be no hypocrify. Butreligion prevails,
and light abounds. Men in our day, know
their duty better than they doit.  Many have
a fpeculative knowledge of the bible; but
how few have the fpirit of the gofpel! and
thus deny the precious iruths of the gofpel,
and live agreeable to their principles. What
fliall be done then in this time of trouble, in
which - damnable doérines, and erroneous
principles are fo induftrioufly fpread abroad ?
Let him who is jealous for God fiep forth :
i fhorr, let us all (both minilters ana peo-
ple) reform from this very day 5 let us cry,
folicitondly cry 1o God for the life and power
of relirion s and let us be careful to perform
cvery part and point of religious duty, with
i fincere defireto promote God’s glory and
the ~ood of fonls, l.et us go without the
camp, willingly bearing the reproach of our
Divine Mafter ; that the world may fee that
religion is not a mere chimera—a whimfical
notion j=—but a living powerful principle of
love—fupreme love to God : and by fo doing
our hearts will be encouraged and our hands
flrengthened in the work of the Lord.
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- But in order to effeét this defirable purpofe,
a certain notion, which' too much prevails,
in pratice at lcaft, namely, that of meifur-
 ing our duties by our feelings, mult be te-
moved ; and another muft not -only be recont
mcndcd but pradiifed, viz, that of living by
Saith, Moft plain itis, even to a demon ra-.
tion, ‘that the mac who makes feelings the
meafure of his duty, or the rule of aftion, is
greatly expofed to the fubtle craftinefs of the
adverfary ; by taking for good feelings thofe
which have not God for their “author: be-
fides, feelings can never leflen our obligation
to glorify God every moment. Hence then,
let us take faith for our pilot, and the word
of God for our compafs, in our voyage thro'
this {fea of troubles. *

But what is faith ? Is it a bare affent to
the truth of the golpel ? 1Isit ‘the adopting
of v - .ced, ororthodox of articles? Isita
peliet that Chrift died for me in particular,
and theretore 1 fhall be faved ?

No.—True faving fuith is not wrapped up
in any of thefle things ; it is thar grace by
which the foul is fenfible of its undoné con-
dition—is enabled tolay hoid of Chrift as
its life—to take him as #ts righteoufnefs, and
as fts only way of accefs to, and acceptance
with God. In fhort, faith difpofes the -foul
to look from earth to heaven—from v ings
vifible to things mvifible. It is the.eye¢. the
foul, by which it is enabl=d to look unto Je-
fus, Heb. xii, 2. Hence the foui gets fuch:
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tranfponiing, athmulating views, as fills i
with wonder, adoratign, and love.

By faith the believing foul gives itfelf up
to the difpo(al of God, both tor time and e-
ternity : waiis tne refult of unerring wifdom,
ehurfuli:y acquiefcing in the divine will.  Bug¢
fenfe or feeling, feeks prefent gratification,
and knows not how to wait until eternity for
the confummation of s defire s.——T[aith
is valiant ; fenfe is a coward; faith leans
wpon the promife ; fenfe defpairs of its ful-
filment. Jaith, like an indigent petitioner,
with empty hand and humble heart, receives
Chrift, and confides in his promifes, and they
become marrow and fatnefs to the foul.  The
Juft fball live by feith. Are we in darknefs,
anr have little or no lighr, letusin 1his cafe,
by faith truft in the name of the Lordy and
Say ou:felves upon our God ; cafting ourfelves
in the moft unreferved maomer, upon his
watchful providence; being more folicitous
about the performance of prefent duty than
the pofleflion of prefent happinefs : by fo do-
ing we fhall experience the accomplithment of
that precious promife—They that wait upon
the Lord fball renetw their firength : they fhall
mount up with wings as eagles : -they fhall run
and ned be weary, they fhall waik and no
Saing, Ifaiah x1. 31.  Ye:, brethren, as the
afpiring eagle burlls through the yiclding air,
fgars:aloft, and gazes on the meridian fun: fo
the heavenly minded foul burfts through eve-
ry difficuliy-—foars- aloft upon the pinions of
faithy and obtains a glimpfe of the Redcem-
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ot’s glory, May a eonfideration of thefe
things, become a ftimulous to our fouls, that
we may be {trong in faith, giving glory to God:

Again— Suppofe our graces fecem to lant
guith, and our earthly comforts die, let us in
this cafe hes: rhe language of faith, triumph-
ing over ali adverfity--Although the fg-tree
Shall not blcflom, neither fhall fruit be in the
vines 5 the labor of - the olive fhall fuil, and the
felds fball yield nomeat ; the flick fhall be
cut off from the fold, and there f[hall be no
berd in the flalls : yet I will rejoice in the
Lord, Iwil! joy in the God of my falva’ion.
Tab. ni. 17, 18. Let us endeavor to imi-
tate the example of this holy man ; and whilft
others trul: tc their frames and feelings, lct

S . o
us learn to truftin the promifes ¢ but fee that

you do this in aw.y of duty; thatyou obey,

as well as believe, every promife is an excite-
ment to duty ; let love be the heart, and faith
the hand, in the performance of duty ; then
will it be acceptable to God, and happifying
to the foul. If we would growin grace, we
muft not allow ourfelves in any known fin;
nor in the omiffion of any known duty; for
it’s the hand of the dilligent which makeih
richb—in fpiritual, as well as in temporal
things. Indolence is oppofed to the health

of the foul as much as itis to the health of

the body ; for Slothfuinefs cafteth into a deep
Sfleep, aid an idle foul jhall fuffer bunger.
Prov. xix. 1c.

Yinally, if we would live godly ourfelves,
and by our cxamples excite others to the fame,
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let us carefully avoid a light and trifling fpi-
rit, and flee from levity as from fire. 'The
man that indulges himfelf in lightnefs and
vanity, betrays hjis own foul, and robs it of
that peace which is an attendant upon fzriouf.
nefs and meditation : and the minifter who
does fo is like the drowfy watchman, who is
able to take care of neither the city nor him-
felf. Let us therefore endeavor, by prayer
and meditation, to cultivate a folemn, ferious
and watchful frame of foul. Thefe will arm
you agaioft fin, and be fwect preparatives to
the performance of every duty. Thus the
foul will become a retentive refervoir for
all the graces of the holy fpirit ; which will
cnable you to manifeft the truth of your pro-
feflion by the circumfpe&ion of your condué
and holinefs of your lives; by which the
mouths of gainfayers will be {topped, and the
name of God fer on high.

And now, dear brethren, withing that you
may be built up in the unity, purity and
truth of the gofpel, weconclude our addrefs
in the words of the apoftle—Now the God of
peace, whe brought azain fiom the dead our
Lord Yefus Chrift, that great fhepherd of the
Jhecp, through the blood of the eveilafing cov-
enant, make you pcrfelt in every good work,
to do bis will, working in you that which is
aell pleafing in his fight, through Fefus Chrift :
L whom be glory for ever and cver.  Amen,

JOSEPH CORNAL, Modcrator.
By order of the affociation,
ISAAC WLEBD, Clerk.



