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MINUTES,

1. At one o’clock, P. M. the mtmductory fermon
was “delivered by Fider A.Li eland, from Heb 10.35.Caft-
not qway therefore your. conﬁdmr« wﬁmb bath great recomea
pence of reward *
| Elder Aaron Leland, was chafcn Modetator, ant
| Elder Jona. Going Clerk.

3.  After prayer, proceeded to read the letters from
ithe uhurcvea. from which the following liit was taken.

N. B.: The names of ordained minifters are in {mall
CAPITALS, and licénfed preachers in #tdlics.

Thole minifters with this mark ( "2 were not prefent.

From churches marked thus () we have no mtclhgcnce

| :Jhlfah yeatr, Vacant chmches are dxftmguhhed by a
AIQ L= :

| | - A
C iwfb?:‘e.-r. Ministers & Meffengers. 1213]2
Newpott, Elifba Hutchinfon 18]5 0/i73

Tiinothy Fletcher
~ Jona. Wakefield jr. - BRI
‘Windsor, JOSHUA BRADLEY [ 91{fi|-67
SRR ~ JABEZCOTTLE " |
Dea. Dan. Bugbee
John Gill
Abner Forbes
“ John Smith |
'Westmareland — o ~ kiloloisitis
| Romeo Elton HRER
Dea. A Snow S
Chester, AARON LerLaXp | | 1251107
John Jacobs 2d. N
o Isaac Sargeant
Alstead  JEr. HigBEE 202212 149
| . Nathl. Vilas |
Sam. Borreughs |
N'*W-London JoB SeaM AN | 1] 1182

* A discourse was delivered at 10 A. M. by Brother Word, from
Rom. 8. 1.
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SAM. AMBROSE
Dea. Eben, Hunting
Dea. Peter Sargeant, jr.
| Jeremiah Pingrey, jr. -
Cornish, ARrIEL KeNpRICK A 1/138
| Philli Spaulding BT
Seth Deming |
- Dan. Clemens -
Plainfield,  Jona. Cram¥* 00090{ 35
Jamaica, ~ S— 0032 74
| Marvel Howard
| ~ Samuel Vial ] |
Weathcrsﬁeld% BeMaN BovnTon | 0411) a2
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Baltimore © ) Dea. Silas Biglow }
Vavid Sherman PR
Grafton, ELijan SHuMway 240 ' 43

" Dea. Wm. Harris | |
- | Cyremius M, Fuller 11 -
Cavendith, Jona. Gorng 289 00138
| Benjamin Peirce |
Dea, Mofes Mayo | h |
l

ﬁfaPh F(]:elt)chcr ‘ |
€uven Chapman A
Gothen, — 0‘3’0‘9‘ 19
 Solomon How |
R hilt)mawgﬁobs
cuben Willey . |
Sutton, WM. Tavror 8161 o5
~ Afa Nelfon
Jona. Roby
| _{ames Meflfer |
Windham, - -l-‘:—-—F—-d- 0700 84
aac Fifher 4 |
Townfhend, Sam, KiNGgsByury 3000 43
ﬁ Eran Reed
Wcﬁ-Windfor,SAM. LamMson 4121 31
Dea. Jona. Hoyt
| George Stow

Andover, JoEL M annineg
Dea, Sam Macning -4
Benja. Taylor
Mofes Dodge |
Londonderry, Gerspon Lang | 6620 81

. 66
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o
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Dea. Jefse Baldwin RER
Acworth, 6olol1| 22
Joleph Blanchard |
Ifsachar Mayo ’
David Cumings o
Weftrrinfter gjosmn Ervior ~ |100lojo] 5t
Rockingham ) Dea. Sam Mafon = |
John Tuthill | | i
Winhall,+ - — | ] 2R
Uniiy, L — GOy 61
Ezra Mener | |
Dea, Abner Chale S
. jona. Sleeper | o
Mountholly DanNierPacker 2clolt] 120
Dea. Edmund Briant |
Richard Lawrence R
- Nathl. Pingfey |
Hartland,| TimotTuy Grow ] 59
o Dea. Dan Davifon J ‘ .
- Thos, Lawton /4] BN

| This Church was received this year,

4. 'The Circular and correfponding Letters were
read and committed to Elliot, Going, and Elton.
5. Queries from feveral Churches were commirted
to Fletcher, Chapin, and Kingsbury. Adjourned until
to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. Prayer by Br. Sea-
man. In the evening Brother Going preactied a dif-
courfe to the Miflionary Society, from Mark 16, 15, af.
}cr which a collection was made for Miffionary purpo-
es. S

| | Thursday, Sept. 28.
6. Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Bro-
ther Kendrick. |
7. From correlponding Affociations, received the
following accounts.

-Messengers. Minutes.
Warren, | | minutes.
Shatisbury, e do,
Vermont, | e - do.
Barre, HurxTIivcTON & Coburn, do-

Leyden, — —
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Meredith, Ciaarin & Watar . minptes.
New- H&!hpﬂlire, — . | bt
Dublin, Wosd. minutes,
Sturbridge, —_— | —
Boﬁ‘oh. — .. tpinubes.
anville,  Sipas Davison & Dra. Grow., ~ do.”
Faérﬁeld. Erijaa HuNTING TOM Mo
8. Appointed meffengers, to corrélponding Affociz-
tions. I
Warren, Elliot. Going, and Bradiey.
Shaftsbury, Bradley. -
Vermont, Bradley, and Going.
Leyden, Shamway.
Meredith, L,amfon.
New. Hampfthire, Taylor, S
Dublin, * Eliot, Kendrick, and Going.
Bofton. EWiot, Bradley, and Going,

. 9. The committee to whom were teterred the ci;‘:g:
Iar and correfponding L.etiérs, reported the correfpor
ing lerter with only al atteptions, Which was accord-
ingly adopted. They fouhd the cifeular too long for
the minutes. The cletk, jn cogiynction with By, Leland
and Fletcher, was rcciueﬁ'cd' to abridge it.* |

10. It will be recolte&ed that our faft year’s minutes
<ontained the fentiments of Elders. Higbee and Man-
hing. mfﬁe&inz the Son of God, which were unaccept-
able to the Affociation. . With heart-felt -pleafure we
icfert the follewing rerradtion of Br, Higbee, |
‘YDear Brethren, o S

I have reviewed of late, with great ferioufnefs, the-
1deas which | have exhibited concerning the fonof Gad;
and I mow feel it my duty and privilege to ftate that fo
far as my communications have implied, or have feem-

«ed to imply, that the Son of God is inferforto his Father
in his Divine nature, 1 feel to difapprove of, and rétrad
the fame, as erroncous and not to be- juftified. I beg
leave alfo, further to ftate, that [ view the do&rine ot
God madifef! in the flefh. to be a great myflery ; aud to be
a-master of faizh, and not of fpecwlation, ‘And 1 fhall
endeavor in future, to arcg'ulat;:Erﬁy conduét acco:ﬂu\gy'. |

"JEREMIAH HIGBE
to the Woodftock Affociation.
Alficad, 25 Sept. 1815.° | |
Br..g:e df:c!kﬂ!nlu', was prepared by Br Bradley, and the corresponding, Lz
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§ 11, Voted,agreeably with afuggefltion of the Town{~
4 hend Church, and the report of the committee thereon,
§ that Bra. Kendrick, Bradley, Hurtchinfon, Going and
¢ Elliot, be a'committee to vifit the Ghurch in Lordon-
4 derry, on 2zd Wedaefday in Jan. next. o
Y 12. Voted, thatthe above committee alfo wnifit the
i Andover Church, on the Thur{day after 2d Wedne{day
§ in Jan. next, and inquire of them, whether they believe
4 the fentiments exhibited by their Paftor, Elder Man-
§ ning, refpeting she Sen of God # ~
8 13. Brn. Kendrick, Hutchinfon and Grow, at the re-
# queftof fome brethren in Pliinficld, were appointed to.
% vifit the Church in that place, and inquire the caufe of
thcgr« neglect reprc{entccf ‘in Aflociation for fome time
H paft. | | |
g f 14, The Weltmoreland Church, was at their requeft
- difmniffed, for the purpofe of uniting with the Bublin.
Aflociarion. ] o
 15. Voted that the next Affociation he heid at Sutton,
north Meeting Houfe, on the latt Wednefday in Sgpt.
181 ¢, at one o’clock, P. M. o
' Ig. Voted that Br. Elliot preachthe introdutory fers
- mon ; in cafe of failure, Br. Bradley. | |
- 117, Voted that Br, Going write the circular, and Br.
Grow, the correlponding Lctter for next year. |
| The bufinels of the Aflociation being completed, the
' Moderator gave an affeétionate address to the brethren
teady todepart. Prayer by Br. Grow, .

& ¥ It is earneftly requefted that the churches in their
future Letters woild diftinguith thofe members.receiv-
ed by /letter from thofe received by baprifm; that the
minutes may contain an additional column, and fo con-
form to the minutes of other Affociations.

Circular Letters -
~ The Minifters and Meflengers of the Woodftock.
Baptift Aflociation, to the Churches which they repre-,
; fent, fend greeting, |
Dear Brethren, | ' ,
Through the abounding grace of cur Lord refus

Chrift, we haye been permitted to enjoy another inter-
VIEW. -
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The countenances of your meflengers 3 the good tid-
ings they bring ; the fentiments exprefled in yourletters,
and therich bleffings of peace reftored to our nation, fill
our hearts with {enfations too decp, too refined, and roo
heavenly forlanguage to communicate. [s not the Lord our
God with us @ and bath be not grven s refl urevery fide @

Wiih thefe impreffions, we would inquire, by what
means we may rendegr ourfelves ufeful in fociety and
become fuccefsful in our religious profeflion. Thefe
means are imany, and lie around all who are difpofed to
ufe them for their own falvation, and the happinefs of
their fellowmen. To be uleful and fucceleful in our
religious profeflion, we muft watch over ‘our thoughts,
‘wordsand altions. Out of the beart proceed evil thought..
Thefe muft be deftroyed or the foul will be injured. If
thefe are admitted freely and finda refidence in the heart,
the foul will foon be covered with darkness and fink
down into ftupidity,. or burn with jealoufy and put
forth volitions detrimental to its own peace and advan%
ment in the knowledge of God., In.this fituation of ®
mind we fhall not feel affe@ionately tewards our breth-
ren, or be zealoufly engaged in the caule of our God.—
Religious duties will ot be attended with {fatisfaction.
We would, therefore, befeech every man that is among you
not to think of bimfelf more highly.than be ought 1o think:
Be rot wife 121 your own conceits. | —

- When the foul wills wrong, actions if not pravented,
 will as inevitably manifeft the propenfities of the mind,

‘as rain defends from the clouds, or rivers roll away from
their fouvces,”  For a fountain cannot fend forth at the
Sfame place fweet water and bitter, |

If we would be ufeful ; if we would fhine as lights in
the world, we muft examine with unabating affiduity &
criticifm, all the operations ot our minds by the volume
of infpiration. If in this examination, we find ourfelves
involved in guilt ; either by thought, volition or action,
itbecomes us immediately to repent and turn z0 oui
Geod who will abundantly pardon.  For be that covereth
bis fins fhall not profper.  Keep thy beart with all dili-
gence ; for owt of tiare be iffues of life.  And whar I fay
winto you, I [ay unto o, watch. |

We muft be prayerful. We cannot eafily refrain from
this plain and 1mpertant duty, 1f we {fuitably examine
eur o17n hearts, In thefe we thall behold a fountaln of
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impurities, which nouft be cleanied 3 ftrong propentis
ties to felfithnefs which muft be irradicated ; and infirme
aties which none but the Spirit can help. =~
" In approaching God thro’ the merits of jefus, we
fhail obtain ftrength, peace, and unipeakabie enjoyment.
None ever fought him with all their heart, and perithed
at his feet. Pray always. - Let us lift up our beart with
our bands unto God in the beavens., Confefs your faults
one to anotber, and pray for ene another, that ye mav be
hesled.. Him that cometh unte.me Iwill in no wife caft outs
Ak, andye [ball vecerve, Seek, and ye [hall find,  This
duty muft be done not only in fccret, but before our:
families, at fuch ieafons as wifldom: and prudence may
make it, the moft confiftent and impreflive. The parts
of time which have generally been chofen, are morning
and evening. ' Morning, becaufe we have been preferve
ed in our moft defenfelet: hours and raifed from eme’
blematical death, to enjoy. life refrethed by fleep. Be=
fore we cngage in; buﬁjnefs,; let us befeech our God to
gard, guide and influence us in all our tranfactions, that
Wwe may overcome every temptation, be fupported undex:
every trial and adorn the doltiine of God our Saviour, He
has led the way. He calls us to tollow him.  ‘He=zrofe
fometimes before day and prayed. : He 4id not always
pray and give thanks alone. He took his difciples as a
tittle family with him. Have net {foris of you families @
Do you call them to come with you to the throne of
. grace, to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time
i of need ? Can you anfwer thefe queftions in the affir
% mative ? If-you do not # How can you be ufeful mem-
% bers in Society and faithtul members in the Church
!, while you daily negle& your d Ve > th
£ W aily negleét your duty ? We prefume that
v your negle of this duty is attended with many embara
rafing confequences, and cannot he juftified by you,
when you erjoy a refrefhing from (Fed’s prefence and
think of appearing before the Judgraent feat of Chrift,
The litnits of this letter and {¢,ne more remarks which:
Jwe with to make unte you neceffitate us' to Jeave this
Mpart of our fubjec® with the addition of a few fhort pray-
cees. W ben my beart ts overwhelmed, lead me to the Rock
gtbat is bigher than I, O vifit me with thy falvation. God
-merciful to me a finner.  Lord remember me whenthou
meft inta thy kingdom. o000
B
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Prayer thouid be performed at evening ; becaufe we
have been preferved.thro’ all the laboursand tranfactions
of the day, from the regions and fhadow of death, and
are about to'reft under the curtains of night, where none
but the arm of the Lord can refre(h, defend from danger
and bring us to the opening eyelids of another mornmg.

To render ourfelves ufeful, we muft read and meditate
in the feriptures. . T'hele ar€ as a lgmp to our feet, and a
light to our paths, Without the true knowledge of
thefe¢, we fhall wander in darknefs, err in yjudgment, be
atteided with confufion and labour in vain. Search the
feriptures. Al feripture is given by infprration of God,
and 15 profitable for doltrine, for reproof, forcorreéiion, for
inflrution in righteoufnefs ; that the man of God may be
perfecl, thoughly furnifhed unto all @ood works. In thefg
vou will bebold all your wants and duties defcribed ; all
your way to heaven laid open ;-all. things, paft, prefent
and to come, relative to the {alvation of men,’ encircled
with a line of infinite wifdom and filled .with the riches
of frec grace, lowing thro’ the merits of Emmanuel.—

o . .

In the {criptures the bofom of God is opened; the glgties
of immortality brought to light ; and the happinefs of
the whole ranfomcg family of Jefus fecured.. -If the
Plalmift could fay, Mine eyer prevent the night watebhes,
that I might meditate in thy word, What may we not
fay ; fince that word has been explained, confirmed and
enlarged by the advent, miracles, fufferings, death, ref-
urrection and afcenfion of Chrift ; the a&ts and writings,
of hisapoftles | . o e
.We muft attend punctually all our ftated meetings,—
'Thefe are calculated to ftrengthen and encourage us in
our progrefs. 1t any difficulty arife among members,
it can eafily be fettled, when the whole Church. aflem-
ble with devotional hearts, having a fingle eye, placed op
the glory ot God and the good of mankind. Shoul
any be providentially detained, let them learn to acqui-
efce in the decifions of the' Chugch, whe  have beep
together, and not ftrive to involve the body in perplexi-
ty and render their,ais of none effect, As the firft day
of the week is diftinguifhed above all others, by open-
ing with its fl:)scadip'g ‘beams, the day of redemption,
replete with life and immortality ; it becomes every
one to keep it holy unto the Lord. = On this day Jefus
arofc and confirmed the {ouls of his difciples and gave

1 .



new unction 10 them, with their commiffion to preach
his everlafting gofpel.’” On this day female eloquence
announced the doctrine of the refurre@ion, and roufed
from {lumbering ftupidity the followers of the Lamb.
,They received the glad tidings, and ever after affembled
on this day to keep alive thofe {entiments which unfold-
ed the wifdom, power and divinity of our Lord. God
has'flied a lufire on this day by clothing his minifters
with' falvation, by edifying his faints and converting fin -
ners.' By dttending ftrickly to our duty on thisday,
and prelenting ourfelves and familics ‘before the Lord
in his fanétuary, we may expe& a blefling and render
ourfelves uletul,  Neglect not the affembling of yourfelves
fogethey, e T T
We muft be very careful whom we appoint to fill the
offices of deacons and ‘minifters in the church. 'If we
give our fuffrages 'and are inftrumental of placing as
leaders in Zion, mefi -vho were never conftitutionally
formed and by fuitable experience qualified to fill thefe
~ important places with fctiptural propriety, we fhall im.
pede tie progrels of the'gofpel, and caule many to err
- and multitudes to thicken the ranks ofsinfidels. =
" When the church at Jerufalem was enraptured at the
aftonithing difplays of grace and their daily increafe of
members ; they found, by a fharp ‘reproof from the
Grecians, ‘that they had negleed  the appointment of
deacons, to mansage in a prudent aud ‘righteous manner
their temporal concerns.  Wherefore, the apoftles call-
ed the multitude of the difciples together, and faid,
Brethren, look ye out among you feven men of honeft report,
Jull of the Holy Ghoff and wifdom, whom we nmay appoint
over this bufinefi-When'thefe feven wcre brought into of-
fice and difcharged their duty with fidelity the'word of
God 1ncreafed and the aumber of difciples multivlied in
Ferufalem greatly, and a ‘great company of the priefis were
obediens to the faith.  Concerning minifters of the gof-
pel ; they muft be good 21en : found $n the faith ; apt
to teach.  Such men peing interpaily called of God to
reccive a dilpenfation of the gofpe!, and fent bv him to
preach, will be known by their brethren, as poffefling
in fome good degiee gifts which will make room for them.
It wiil be'manifeft even to thofe who are without, that
thefe men underftand their work, and cannor cafily be
wrefted from their courfc.  Though every true minifter
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of yefus is influenced by the Spirit to pecach ; yei every
pne does rot poflefs an equality of talents and literary
information, Inthe firft Chriftian Church there was a
diverfity of gifts; yet all by the fume [pirrr. When Chrift
ordained his apoftles, be furnamed them Boanerges which
1S, the Sons of thunder. Their work proved that they
were named by him, who knew what would attend
their miniftrations. He fpake and made them feel and
underftand as inftantaneoufly as lightnings {pread their
effulgence before the thunder roars. They commenced
their tremendous work among finners. The heavens
opened ; the rain of grace delcended ; the Sanhedrim
trembled ; the priefts . of the temple bowed and the
whele world lying in wickednefs were ftruck with a-
mazement.” Souls were eftablithed and continued in the
apoflles’ doéirine and fellowfhip, azfd 111 breaking of bread,
gndin payers. o 6 Y L e T
~ We muft hold in fuitable efteem the officers of the
Church. When brethren:refpect their minifters as they
do themfelves, they will wait on:their miniftry, encour=
age them in the good work, by a conflant  attention to
their neciffities, character and ufefulnefs. They wili
do every thing which lies within their powet to render
the work of their minifters, agreeable. entertaining
and of the firft importance among mankind : that they
may be workmen needing not to be afhamed, rightly devid-
ing toe word and giving to every one a fortion in.due fea-
Jon. ‘They will teach their children and all under their
care to.revere thie fervants of the living God. They
will pray for them in fecret and in publick and not be
alhamed to fpeak in vindication of their characters
when iliey are afperfed by the tongue of {lander. Can
any good man {1t filent in company and hear his faith-
ful fervant traduced, ridiculed and fet at nought hy hig
encmies ? - Certainly not. The minifters axc your fer-
vants ; not bought with money, not hired as common
wen ; but {ent unto you by Ghrift, as a rich prefert a-
1ifing out of his blood fhed and death, and coming to
you clothed in his merits and pointing out unto you the
way of falvatien, Do men turn away thofe who have
been for years in their fervice and treat their families
with neglect and contenpt, when infirmities enicempafs
them, and old age bows them towards the earth ¢ 1 hey
A wne fiven the fable fervants in the South and Eaftt,
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who have wrought but moderately in the fields or plan-
tations of the proud fons ot vanity, are decently fupports
ed in health, watched over and vifited in ficknels by a.
ble phyticians ; fupplied with the good things ot life,
when c¢epilitated ‘and loaded with years ; and when
death inacches them fiom their toils, their families are
not turned out to graze like Nebuchadnezzar until feven
times fhall bave pafled over them - - |
It you would be ufetul and inftrumental in extending
the kingdom of our Lord ; you muft not only attend
publick worfhip,thow every mark of refpe& to your of-
ficers ; do your proportional part in fupporting them ;
pray for their {ouls and befeech God to bring them to
your aflemblies in the fulnefs of the Gofpel ; but you
muft vifit and converfe with them frequently upon the.
doctrineand principles of Chrift : Notina dictatorial
manner to them what they muft preach, but in a pleaf*
ing, tamiliar fimplicity to obtain knowledge from them
and to know thofe who areover yow in the Lord and ad-
monifb yoy. -This mode of condué& and -converfation
willopen Yrefh fields in which your :ninifters will labour
and bring things new and old, for your entertainment.
Theéy will know betrer how to {peak a word in {eafon to
your precious fouls, and to carry your varicty of trials bes
fore God; and intercede day and nigh: for yeurfalvation.
You'muft remernber that. they are earthen veflels ,con-
taining azich trealure from ‘heaven. Thefe veflels may
be eafily marred ; eafily caft down and broken. They
are impertect and therefore may amidft the {preading
flood of ertov, 1mbide {fome, which wiill cloud their
minds, ward eff the {fun beams of righteoufne!s and ren-
der their pertormances cold, dry, hard and fruitlefs.—
i1f they are naturally vivid in their 1maginations ; yet
being tenacious of inconfiftencies, they may blaze like
Mount LZtna ; not with the purify.ng fames of golpel
tove, wnich warm and cheer the celd traveller to eternte
ty ;3 but which devour his. thengtin and fink him in
eternal death. To cxtralt tneie noxious and deftrucs
tive eriors fiom your preachcrs, requires great wildom,
prudence, prayfulneis, tendernels and perfevering god-
hnefs, Can you vail tihefe fervants from your bofom
into a world of ftratngers o be trodden under foot by the
enemies of (God 7 Or wili you give up your independ-
ence, your judgaent snd your all ro others? Not intii
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you have tried to the uttermofl of your power to reclam
and hold them in reputation. When you have dorie all;
and they {lill continue their progrefs in falle doctrine;
you muft be under the painful necflity of withdrawing
your fellowfhip and leaving them without the gates of

— - - e g .

your Zion.
"« Your deacons as officers by vour appointment muft
fhare largely in your affetions. They fhould be en-
couraged in the good work whieh ydu have afligned
them. They are to attend carefully to the temporal
concernments of the Church and-fee that their minifters
are fuirably fupported. The poor muft be regarded and
-exhorted to ‘dilligence. The deacons are not to bear the
expenfes.of the Church from their own refources, but
are to receive their funds from the Church and be faith-
fulin ali things. Such will be very ufefuland infiru:
mental of aiding the difpenfation of the gofpel. :

+ We muft fulfil our promifes and be ready to commu-
nicate. - By making fuitable arrangments to meet with

romptitude our engagements, we fhall not be entang-
E:d-with the cares and perplexities of this life which
very often greatly injure the fouls of men,and bind
many profeffors+in chains of darknefs ahd ruin their
influence ‘among mankind, Owe no mar. Provide
things boneff in the fight af ullmen.  Withnold not good
Jrom-them 1o whom it.1s due, when 1t is in the power of
thine band to do 1.7 By attending to the virious avoca-
tionsof life.with fidelity and watching -the events of
Providence we may - generally keep-our fouls” from 4
multiplicity of difficulties and be:able t¢"aflift ‘thofe who
are ncedy. ~ He thar hath psty on the poor,” lendeth unto
the Lord. . Fefus furd. it is more blefied to give than to re-
eerve. Finally; bretiren, whatfoever things, “are “true,
whatfoeverthings are bonef, whatfoever ihings are fzzre,
whalfoever things are lovety,wbatfs ver thingt aré of good
report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praife,
think on thesetbings. . God is now reviving his work in
many of our flates. Schools, academies and colleges
are vifited by the Ipirit of the living God. Youths are tor-
faking their vain amufements for the never ending pleaf-
ures of veligion, I'he heralds of {alvation like angels begin’
to penetrate the benighted kingdoms of men and pro<
ctarm ffherty-ta captroes.O brethien lift up your eyes ard
behold your God whe is moving the heavens and the



earth t6 accamplilh his purpofes and bring oZ Aefh 2
© fee bis glory., Come Lord Fefus come quickly. Amen.
The ELDERS axd MESSENGERS composing ‘the Woodstock Asorie-
tion, to the Asiociations with whick (hey correspond), send Christian salt ation,
DeaRrR BRETHREN, 0o 0 T
All the works of God, are worthy of fuch an author, :
and fhould excite fentiments of . gratitude and praife P
but of all his works fhat in which a Ioft finner finds hi$
bope and the Chusch her real* glory, . is moft illuftrious
ang;muﬂ fill heaven and carth with praife. . B
. When fin, like fome fell contageon, feized the human
mind, it blafted the union of man with' man; of ‘mart
with God, and of earth with heaven; entered felfithnef:
reigned in the human heart, and fcenes of madnefs: and
indifcribable woe, its tersifick offspring, threatened an
cterpalempire. .. . . . - NS
But in divine revclation, we hear the ATtighty early -
faying that the feed of the woman_ fhall bruife the fer:
pent’s head. God is fulfilling this firft and glorious
promife ; and as one effe® of'g fuch fulfilment, multi-
tudes have been renuéd in the fpirit of their mindg
They have been made to love with gll their Hearts,
and each other with a pure heart fervently ;—while the -
chain of fellowfhip between heaven and earth is difplay-
ed to the'abundant joy of men and angels. R
In'the progrefs ot the work of grace, a Church has
arifen from the ruins of the fall, whofe. brasiches are”
{preading over the world. - ‘Thefe brapches are . com=:
bined in Affociations for the purpofe of promoting
chriftian acquaintance and gofpcl-‘fclloww, and for
the diffemination of thofe truths which bruife the head::
of the ferpent, and heal thofe who have drunken ot hig
deadly waters. i STy
.For feveral years paft, the different denominations, -
compofing the chriltian world have feemed to be elec..
trified with a miffionary ipirit ; and, rifing above narav
row prejudices, and a_mercenary temper, they have:
pouted forth their trealures to aid the liciml Jefign of¢
evangelizing the beathen. joint prayers have-afcended
the hill of God, for a divine blefling on their beneve-:
lent endeavours. In an{wer to {piritual wrefiling, Gody
bas done great things in the regions of moral darknefs,
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whereot we are glad. We congratulate our chriftian
brethren, that the Baptift intere® in American, uader
the 2poftolick and perfevering labours of our beloved
brether Rice, marfhalled on the fide of the India Mif-
fion, where our bruther, Cary, Murfhman, and Waid,
have performed,and are ftill performing aéts of benevo.
lence, in comparifon of which, all the efforts ¢f men,
whose views are limited: by this momentary world,

v L

dwindle to an imperceptible point. -.

n

. During the late war, a cloud {eemed to reff on the
caufe of miffions, foreign and domeftick ; -but thanks
be given to God, who has gracioufly reftored to us the

bleflings of peace ; a favour defirable, on.every account,.
and efpecially in relation to miflions. May God haften:

the day when the {weet favour of the knowledge of
Chrift fhall cover the earth - |

God has{miled on our prefent interview ; on fome of

our Churches the-{pirit has been poured out and they

remain fteadfaft in the dotrine of grace.
Beloved in the Lord, in a correfpondence. with you

. we have been delighted ; the prefence of your meflen-.
pers has been to us like the presence of. Titus to St.

Paul ; and your letters like cold water to a thirfty foul.

" AARON LELAND,  Moderator.
" JONATHAN GOING, Clert.
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