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MINUTES, &c.

<

WEDNESDAY, Serrixexr 24th, 1817,

1. Atone o’clock, P. M. the introductory sermon was deliver-
od by Elder Jxzen1in Hicaxe, {according to appointment) from

1 Timothy, iii. 14, 15.

2. Mzde choice of Elder Joszrn ErrLror, moderator, and Ls-
2AND HowArp, cierk.

After prayex by the moderator,

3. The Circular and Corresponding Letters were read, and
sommitted to Elders Hicpxx and ELvrior.

4. Proceeded to.read the letters irom the Churches; and took
the following acceunt of the numbers added by baptism and by let-
ter, dismimed, excluded and died, during the last year, and the
present number in each Church. _

N.B. The names of ordained ministers are iu sMALL cArr-
ravre, licensed preachers in ualicks. Those mimisters with this
mark [+] were not present. Churches marked thus [ {] were not
represented. Vacant Churcg are distinguished by a dash (—).




Charrches. l Messegers.

Newport, 1 ¢ s Erisaa Hoxcurxson.

. Lzranp Howarn,
East Parish Deac. Abner Forbes,
Wipdsor, 8 yohp Smith.

( » Asrex Levawp,
Chester, Nathan Whiting,
é Willizz Howand.

Emmerson Smith,

Samuel Borrough.

Jreemian HicBre,
Alstead,

s JOB SPAMAXE,
New-London, g Jeremiah Pingrey.

. AzirL klmflm
Comnish, g Joseph Rickardson.

Jamaica,  { Artemas Arnold
Plaiufield, + { s Jonarnan Cram.

Weathersfield, {B“”"‘ Bovnrox,

& Baltinore, Isaac Buckicn,

Matthew Pierce.

Cyrenius M. Fl&r
Damel Baker,, . .

Grafton,
Joscph Crumb. °

Cavendish,

Benjamin Pierce,
Luther Howard.

Solomen Hore,

Goshen, Jopathan Wakefield.

g Asaph Fletcher,

STARKWEATHER,
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Churches. ‘ AMessengers.

RorL Loxasor,
Sutton, Deac. Asa Nelson,

James Messer.
Windbam, ¢ Deac. Knap.

+SanviL K1RGs3CRY,
Townsend, 2 Evans Reed.

{SAIUIL Lamwrsox,

West-Parish

Fmbor, | William While,

Daui=l Ralph.

JorrL MAN=xIXNG,
Deac. Samuel Manning,
Andover, Benjamin Tabor,
Moses Dodge.
| » Deac. Jesse Baldwin,
Londopdary, { Sctk Emers,
{ David Smitk.

Acworth,}  { = David Cmmings,

Jostra ELL10T
Bockmgbam . o
Waitfield Wilcox,
& Westminster {Bela Wilcox
Gt i)eac. Abner Chase,
nitys Joseph B. Bartlett.

Winhall, - {—— Robbins.

DaniFL PACKER,
Deac. Edmund Briant,
Mountholly, lDeac Ichabod G m

Martin Cole.

Tmnray Grow,

Hartland, Jesse Coburn,
Siineon Alvord.

GzrsuAM LANE,
. Deac. Henry Hall,
Weslon, Parker Shattuck,
Timotby YVatts.
Total

Nel gain, 14
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5. Adjoumed till to-morrow mornicg.
Prayer by Elder Grxxx.

TucrspsY, Serx. 25th, 1817.

Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Elder Borres.
6. The committee, to whom were referred the circular and

eomspondmg Ietters, presented them with alterations, which were

7. Chose a committee of three. (viz. J. Errior, A. Forbes and
A. Kxrprick,) te correspond with other associations in this state,
on the subject of our circalar; and that this commitiee be directed

to form a -onstitution for an education society, and present the---

same to the association next year.

In consequence of the trying state of Newport Church,

8. Chose a committee of zeven, viz. D. Packer, J. MANNING,
R. Loruror, Dea. S. Mapning. J. ErLLior, CeaxLes Cummines,
and Dea. A. Forbes, to visit that Chureh; to assist them, and to
learn their situation; and to report next year.

9. The committee, viz. Elders Kenprick, Hurcainson, & Ez-
1107, appointed last year, to visit the Churches in
and Andover, reported favourably. The report was accepted.

The following confession, from Elder Jox:. MANNING, of Ande-

ver Church, was received as satisfactory:
““To the Woodslock Asseciation.

“Dear Brethren,
“Upon a review of the sentiments that T have advanced on

the sonship of Christ, with my Bible in my hand, I feelit a duty
and a privilege {0 say, that the souship of Christ, as a derived be-
ing, is incorrect; and my present sentiment is, that he is God and

a created being in union. |
“JOEL MANNING.”

10. From Corresponding 2czociatiens, received the following
accounts:

gsscngers. Minuies.

Warren, JonazEaN Going, Jr. minutes.
Shaftsbury,

Wirriam M’CuLLER, minutes.
Vermont, {Hrznnv GREEN,

WireiaMm HARRINGTON.
Barre, Ira Persons. minutes.
Leyden, micutes.
Meredith,
New-Hampshire,
Dublin, CHARLES CUMMINGS. minutes.

Sturbridge,
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Bosten, minuien.
Danwviiie, Narsanrer Borims, mibutes.
FarfieM, mizutes

11. Appeinted Messengers to correspending sssociations.
Joszee Errior. [2d Wed’y Sept. 1818,

‘Warren,
: Isaac Brcxizw, [Fume, 1818.
Shaftsbary, { Cyremius M. Fuller,
LeLaND Howum.
Vermont, Daxizr Pacxen.
. ¥ Jorzrr Evrror, [2d Wed'y Oect. 1818,
- Leyden, 3 Isaac Bucxizn ene o’clock, P. 3.
Meredith, - Rurer Lorazor.
Newhampshire, Rurw. Loraror. [3d Wewy Jume, 1818,
teneo’clock, A. M.
‘Jnmun Hrceze, [3d Wed’y Oct.1818,
Dabia, : mm, KENDRICK, one o clock, P. M.
: and Loruzer.
Josgra ELvryor, [3d Wed'y Sept.lsl 8,
Boston, A. Forbes and tem o'clock, A. M.
L. Howazrb.
Janzmian Hicoee, [3d Wed’y Sept.1818
B { A Ferbes, S. Lanrsox, Belhel one
arre, T. Grow, L. Howaxp, o’clock, P. M.
and S. Home.
Jesse Coburn, [3d Wed’y June, 1818,
Danville, { T. Gro=w, S. Lnﬂ-sox, Barnet, one
) anZ D. PACERR. (las o’clock, P. M.
. C. M. FuLLEr, t Wed’y Aug. 1818,
Fau'ﬁeld, i B. Boynron, I. Bucxrzn y. t:ng, A. M.

12. Voled to hoid the next meeting of the associalion at New-

Loidon, N. H. on the last Wednesday of September, 1815, at ten
c’clock, A. M. Elder Howarp to preach the introductory ser-

mon, in case of failure EMer Packer.
15. Apppointed Elder Hurcuinson te write the circular, and

Elder Kenprick the corresponding letters for next year.
4. Voted, to recommend tefthe Churches to unite in the
monthly concert ¢f prayer, on the first Monday of every month.
15. The committee appoiated to visit Newport Charch. will
meet on the last Wednesday of December next, at ten o’clock,

A. M.

The business of the association closed with an appropriate and.
seiemnn address, and prayer, by the mederator.

Sermor at the close by Elder Grer:x.
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After the busigess of the Association closed, the Union Society
in Vermont and New-Hampshire, auxiliary to the Baptist Board
of Fo'ezgn Missions, met. and called on the Board of Directors to
m e a report of their doings; which was presented and accepted.
T. ~riety then proceeded to appoint a Board for the year ensu-
ing,

Rev. Jeremian HieBeE, Presudent.

» ABIEL KENDRICK, ¢ [ b cidonts.
» Tivorny GROW,

» LeLAND Howarp, Correspoading Secrelary.
» dosgrH ELrior, Recording Secretqry. i
Gen. ABnxg Foraes, Treasurer.
Rev. JoerL ManniNg,
» OAMUEL Lamreson, ) Trusiees.
Hon. Asard FLETCUER,

The Treasurer made his report, and Rev. Timothy Grow was
appointed Auditor of his account.

The Board of Directors ordered the Treasurer to transmit to
John Couldwell, Esq. Treasurer of the Paptist Board of F erexg
Missions, two hundred dollars. The money remaining in the
Treasary, to be put at interest, until appropriated.

Recapts into the Treasury.
1817 Cash remaining in the Treasury, as pr. report
Sept. of September, 1516, 211 94
one year’sinterest on the same 12 71
Addison Parker’s ann. sub. 1

Qf Mrs. Phalle Grow, Treasarer cf the Fe-

male U. Society, Hartland T
Samuel Cumens ann. sub. ' 1
Denation from Samuel Cumens 7
Countribuiion 1st Paptist Sociely, Windsor,

East Parich 12 22
J. P. Skinger ann. sub. 1
Of Mrs. Dulcina Skinner, trezsurer of the

)

Wiadsor F. M. Society 14 54
A. Forbes anp. sub. , 1
Rev. Leland Howard do. 1
Josiah Wakefield 2 do. 2
Female M. Society, Sutton, N. H 11 49
do. do. New London, l\ H. 12 62%
do. do. Corpish, IN. H. 12 42

Rev. Joseph Eliiot for ann. sub. and collcciion 28

Amos Howard ann. sub 1

Rev. Samuel Kingsbury do. 1

Avary Reed 2 do. 2

Collection by Rev. Aricl Kendrick 9 66
1

His ann. sub.



Female M. Society, NNewpord 23 26
- de, Cavendish 8 19
Rev. S. Lamson for ann. sab. and col. 5 50
Donstien Mrs. Martha Davison 25
Ma;. T. Lall ann. sub. 1
Deacon Dan Davison do. 1
Sim=on Alvord do. |
Rev. Timothy Grow do. 2
Donation Mrs. Poily Lamson 1
William Harnis amn. sub. 1
Female 24. Society, Grafton _ 8 50
Rev. Joel Manring collection in Andover 7 90
Amn. sub. Andover and Cavendish 10
do. do. Newport 8
Wiliam Constantine donation - 5¢
Rev. Beman Boynton 3 ann. sub. S
. Miss Joana Herrick donation 5
Jesse Baldwin ann. sub. 6
Maj. Ez. Ransom ann. sub. 1
Collection and ann. sub. New London 1078
Mrs. Jemira Packer treasurer F. M. Society
Mountholly 6 41
Rev. D. Packer ann. sub. - 6
., Jeremiah Higbee do. 15
Miss Patience Coburn donation . 25
Miss Abigail Wheeler do. 26
Miss Betsey Putnam do. 25
Miss Orvha Lamson do. 26
Contribution after sermon, Mountholly 13 59
$ 493 061
' Expendiures.
Sept. 25. Paid Rev. J. Elliot pr. order of Board of
' Directors 10

Oct. Transmitted to John Couldwell, Esq. trea-
surer of the Baptist Board for For-
eign Missions pr. order of Directors 200

22 actd

¥,

$210
Balance in the lreasury _ $ 283 06%
ABNER FORBES, Treasurer.

Bindsor, Octobera 14, 1817.
‘This may certify, that I have examined the foregoing account

® In datiug the certificate of the Auditor of the Treasurer’s account last
year, therc was a jnis:ake: it ought tg have been dated Cctober instead of

$eptember.
B
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of the treasurer, and ﬁndilcmecﬂy shtedand footed; and that
there is now remaining in the treasury (Gfler deducting the above

mentioned expenditures, of §210) $283,065.
TIMOTHY GROW, Auditor.

e——
CIRCULAR.

The Ministers and Messengers composing the Woodstock Association
to the Churches mwhich they represent, send Christian salutatior.
Dear Brethren,

‘Through the tender mercy of God, we have once mre
been permitted to meet in association; and although there are
some things trying, yet our hearts have been made to rejoice with
the 'ood pews of the increase of the friends of Zion fram various
parts Itis with peculiar pleasure that we bave the opportunity
of again addressing you in a circular.

To a subject which we conceive to be very mlportant, we would
now call your serious zttention. God grant it may not be in vain,
The subject is, the adoplion of some plan, whereby these “piows
young men, who possess talents which promise usefulness in the word,”
and who, we have reason tc believe, ‘are called of God to preach
the gospel, may recive some arsistauce in procaring an educatior.
Although literature is not suflicient alone to quahfy the sinner, or
even the Christian, for the gospel ministry; apd though it be no}
absolidely vecessary, yet it must be granted by every considerate .
and candid mind, to be very useful and important in dlspensmg the

divine word.
It is true that many who have not been favoured vxth a thor-

eugh Englich education, have been very useful in the Church:....
God has made them instrumental of much good. Bul it is neverthe-
less an evident fact, that the greater the literary advantages of
good men are, the more extensive their usefulness. The gospel
mipister professes to be engaged in iiic cause of Christ, the gre:ier
kis advantages are, the more capablc he certainly will be, cf dis-
pliyiog and windicating the trudls of the gospel. = Yet we “are al-
“Jy sensible that, in relation in the heart, a sacred nec:ssi-
“ty compelling to the work, a the valuable success that shall ac-
“company pulpit labor, the Lord alone can make able ministers of
“lthe New Testament; but when” we “inark the advantages which
“tihose servants of the church enjoy who can read the lively ora-

“cles in their original languages; when” we “consider the improv-
“ed and rapidly improying stale of society, in which the grammar
“of the Fneglish language is generally taught; when” we “mark
“ihe zeal which otker Cbrislian societies are exercising on this
“subject, and the advantoges which ii secures them; when™ we
“consider how much jitcrary assistance s desired by Godly and jn-
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celligent young men, and the faciily with which it may be ok,
“tained by 2 little gerious and comiii.. .2i:8on) we “frel com-
*pelled, aﬂ'echonalely and imporivnately, to solicit your” aid
«and infleence” in the attempt to formu a society, and establish a

£:53, for the benevolent purpose of goanting that 255iklacce 6 pi-

ous young men which they greatly desire and need, lo render
them useful in the gospe! ministry. Do ot despair. dear bretlh-
ren, of accomplishing this important object on account of the tri-
fling sum each. individnal friend of the Redeemer may be
able or disposed to contribute; but remember that from very small
streams are formed the largest rivers; so by a very small sum an-
nuaily contnbuted by each professmg friend of Christ apd his

'cause, even in this association, would, in a few years, form a very

ble fund, which if wisely and judiciously appropriated for

the assistance of those who need, would gladden many a despond-

ing heart; and be the means (throngh a divine blessmg) of prepar-
ing a number of the soms of Zion for usefulness in the church of

God. 1!is prebabie that there are about two thousand profcscing
Christians in this association; and abeut jour thousand belonging
10 other associations of our denommalmn, in the state of Vermont.
Shauld their exertions be united, and each one contribate only

twenty-five cenis annually, (which would be less than half a cent
a week) it would ameunt to fifteen hundred dollars; the interest of
which would be ninety doflars peranmum.  And should this com-
tribution continue for ouiy ten years, the annual interest wond a-
mount to nine hundred ¢oflars.” This sum would be sufficient to

ant the necessary assistance to ten young men yearly. After a

ew years it would introduce into public usefulness, 1hé same num-

ber of the sons of Zion, who would be capable of taking her by the
hand, and leading ker-into the paths of gospel ordinances; and r ie-
joice the hearts of many of the friends of the blessed Redeemer.

Does not the cause of religion, dear brethren, demand our exer-
tions in effecting an object so desirable, and which promises <o -
much good to the church of Cod? Let us not withhold a little of
the great abundance God has bestowed upon us; but remember,
where much is given much will be tequired; and let our hearts and
hands be open to contribute fog 1 of that cause in which
we profess to be engaged. Do? eonsider the happiness of
the heathen Lo be very import are we not now contribut-
ing generously, for the purpose of quahfymg and supporting mwis-
sionarics, and sending the gospel among them? Is not the salva-
tion of the perishing thousands of ouxr orvn country equally impor-
tant? Shall we not do every thing in our power, to render their
condition happy in this and the lulure world? And how can we
more effectually secore this blessing to them, than by instrumen-
tally furnishing them with faithful and well qualified ministers of
the New-Tectamert?
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CcOPRESPONDING LETTER:

The Woedstock Asssciation to the Associations with rekick we
_ coiT
Beloved Brahrenin fhe Lore,
What_is mote sweet than Christian intercoarse, founded
and kept up &t the love of God shed abroad inthe heart? What

1 peiic 3 iia3 a2 haatify the sdnle of the satpts, inan the vo-

feigned love of the ore Wred? Or the upity of thé spir iu ins
bonds of peace’ «Bchold how good and how pleasant itis for
brethren to dwell together in unity?”” How frequently do ige
sciiptures incuicate the love a=d feflowsliip of sainits! “Zsct reth-
erly love continae.” .

wCome; desrest Lord, descend and dwell

«By faitls and love, in every breast;

«cThen shall we know, ard tasté, and jeel

«The joys tha: canaot be ?es'é’ :

& Deat brethren, while we are of the same sentiment, holding funt

iie L senfot oood 2 1 gnr sonle are knit logetker inlove, Our Cots.

respondence will be truly pieasamt and usefal. o
Beloved in the Lord, we rejoice o mect your Meseugers in
our association; and to hear, from thei, the wobdetfal displaysof
the power a4 grace of Godin our sister asodiations. How s00n,
when we hear from our brethren in any part of the habitable globe,
of whatever rank or blood, are our heaits drawn out in love 10
them! May we indeed havefellowship with the Father, and with
his Sos, and one with another. - ;

We earnestly solicit a continuance of your correspomience.
May Christ be to us, all in all.

Q! fora sweet inspiring ray,
«Ts animate our feeble strains,
«From the bright reaims of endless day,
«The blissfol realms where Jesos reigas.

There low, before hic S threne,
Adoring saintsand 2 :

And, with delightfot %8 own

His smile, their bliss, ‘ their all.

Our p2esent session has been truly sweet and aw/ul. We can
from the heart, say, “God’s presence is life, and his loving favours
better than life.””

Our situation you will learn from our minutes.

«7he Lordreigns, let the earth rejoice.” -

Fer th’e association.

JOSEPII ELLIOT, Moderator.
Leraxp Howarp, Clerk. ’
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