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MINUTES, &e.

Wenxtspav, September 29, 1819.

1. Atten o’deck, the introdustory sermon {pursuant to appoint-
anent) was delivered by brother Russ Laruzor, from 1 Peter, v. 3;
“Bo clothed with knomility.”’

2. QOrganized by choosing tnthulonm En.lor, mqderator,
and brether Lar.anp Howaxp, cleck. h

After prayer by brother Szamaws,

S. Proceeded to read the letters from the churches; and optained
the following account of the numbers restored, added by baptism
and by letter, dismissed, excluded, and died, the last year, and the
present number in eack church. |

Nork. .. .The names of ordained minjsters are in AMALL CAPITALS,
and licenced preachers in italick. ‘Those ministers with this
mark (») were rot present. Churches marked thus (}) were not
represented. Vacant churches are distinguished by a dash (—)
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Churehes. | Messengers.

Exmu HurcHINEON
Newport, oseph Farnswerth ;-
Loa Walker '

Leranp HowaArD
Windsor, East ) »JaBez CorTLE

Pansll Deac. Abner Forbes
J9hy P. Skinn_el;

sAARON LELAND _
Deac Abial Rlcharlhon }
Dezc. Isaiah llobm-ou

Asien Jxzxmuam Hicees
5 DeacNathl. Brown
Nathl. Vilas _

JoB SEAMANS ..
sSAMUEL AMaROSE

John Page
Nathl. Clement

;Ne'vlaondon, 31 ohn Adains 4 81

Anris. KENDRICK
James.Hall
Phillip Spaulding

‘ Timothy Spaulding
Jamaica,—- Marvel Howard
Samuel Vail

Plainfield, { sJonaTHAX CRAM

+BxMmAN BoYNTON

Weathersfield &
Deac. Silas Bigelow

Baltimore.

e

Deac. — Harris

Grafton,—
Moses Goodridge |

Ruzr LaTuror
Asaph Fletcher

Cavendish,

Deac. =—— Mayo |

44
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110

60

2
{John R. Dodge
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Benj. Pierce
Samuel Brown
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Charches. | AMesseagers.

Deac. Reuben Willey
Goshen,— Deac. Ezekiel Tandy

"pasoteny
3"’”9 g 'py

‘PISSNUSYT
popnjoxH

SAMUEL KINGSBURY

Windham, Dea<. Isaac Fisher 1l & 3 76
Lemcel Farwell

E »ekiel Ransom
Townsend,— Wm. Taft. s 1l 7 70
Evans Reed

2SamURL LaMson
WM West {Deac. Jonathan Hoit 1 21

Wm. White

Josz MANNING F
Deac. Samuel Manning 1 11 e

movq,- ‘ M oses Me
Peter Putoam

Josep i Ciallel‘hm 3 2 73

Acworth,—
Horace Campbell

Josera ELLIOY
Forris More
Ariemas Arnold
Deac. Smith 4 4 1 12 139
Oliver Guernsey
Joha Tuthill

Westminster &
Rockingham,

Unity,— { Jonathan Sleeper 1l {1 60

Danier Packer
Deac. —Clark 9. 19 3 Il 219

Mountholly,
. Martin Cole !

Harlland, Ika PERsONS

Weston,

% Tisoray Grow 3 L 55

GERSHOM LAnk !
__ Sterlen 0. 87 | 498

O —- up—

730827182529 2245

o Fifteen more have been baptized who have not been added to the
Church.
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4. Agreeably to the request of Goshen church, appointed the fol-
lowing brethren, viz. J. Hicpex, L. Howarp. T. Grow. J. Gorne,
and G. WitazezLL, 2 committee to advise with the delegates of
said church, and report to-morrow morning.

5. The Circular Letter prepared by Br. I. Pxrsons, and the Cor-
respouding, by Br. 3. MANNING, wereread and committed to Deac.
A. Forbes, A. Kenpricx and E. AXDREWS.

6. Received the fellowing cemmuuications from corresponding
Associations. .

Messeagers.
Warren JonaTHAN Borne. Minutes.
‘Shaftsbury, .

Boston, 4 StMgon CHAMBERLIN. Minutes.
Vermont, { Wu. M’CuLrEn. " Minutes.
zEmuu HuncTINGTON,

Barre, Asa Billings, Minutes.

Jobn Billings.

gxoact W ITHERELIL,

LISHA ANDREWS, Minutes.

Leyden, MansrieL» Bruce,

Asauer Woobp.
Meredith, :
Panville, Deac. Fisher. Minutes.
New-Hampshire,
Dablin, Crarres CUMNMINGS. Mibnutes.
Sturbridge, ,
Salisbury, 9. Simeon CHAMBERLIN. Minutes.

C.M. Furier, -
Manchester, Isaac BuckrLIN. Minutes.

7. Adjourned till to-morrow morning.
Prayer by the Moderator.

Nore. . . Meetings in the evening in various places.
NoTe. . .Opened a correspondence with the two last Associations
the present year. .

Tuurspavy, Sept. 30, 1819.

Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Br. T. Grow.

8. The committee to whom were referred the Circular and Cer-
sesponding Letters, reported them with slight alterations. They
were accepted.

9. Appointed Messengers to corresponding Associations. To the

T'ime and place of sitting.

Warren, { Lxranp Howarp. 2d V\'ed.pSepté{!lber, at
Providence, R. 1.

Jossrx EvrriorT, 1st Wed. June, at Ad-

Shaftsbury, RuzL LATHRO P. ams, Mass.
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} Roas LaTeROP, 3d Wed. Sept. 10 0’clk.
Boston, John R. DLodge. A. M at Framingbam.
Vermont, “{ Davizr Pa xxR. 1st Wed. Ocolcober.
Timothy Spaulding, 2d Wed. tober, 1
Leyden, 3 Ariemon Srmold, o’clock, P. M.
Mered:th, 4 RueL Latnror. 2d Wed. Sept.
New-Hampahire{ Arizz Kenbpricxk, 2d. Wed. June, i00-
clock,A. M.
J. Hrenrx, 3d Wed. Oct. 1 o’clock,
Dablin, {J . MANNING, . P. M.
J. R. Dedgt,
Ira Pxrsons, 3d Wed. Sept. 10, A. M.
Barre, {L. Howazp, at Topsham.
Jzssx CoBurn. | _
Danville, { Jxsse CoBunn. 3d Wed. June, at Iras
barg,10, A. M.
Fairfield, { Danrer Packex. LastWed.Aug. 10,A.M.
J. MANNING, ‘Wed Se Py
J. ELvroY, 3d . at Paw-
Manchester, L. Howazb, let, VL. B
J. R. Dodgs.
J. SEAMANS, 2d Wed. Oct. 10, A M.
Sahsbury, {S. AMBROSE, at Bow, N. H.
E. HurcHINSON.

10. The committee, appointed to advise with the delegates from
Goshen church, reported, that the Association are satisfied with the
confession of said Church; and that as Mr. Selomon Howe has gone
out from said Church and united with a different people, it is recom-
mended to them to drop his name from their records, and that he be
considered out of our fellowship.

11. Appointed Br. J. ErLvior to write the Circular, and Deac. A.
Forbes to write the Corresponding L.etter for next year.

13. Voted. that the next meeting of the Association, be holden at
Cornish, N. H. on the last Wednesday of September, 1820.

23. Appointed Br. Ira Pxrsons to preach the introductory ser-

mon; snd in case of failure, Br. J. Higbsz.
14. Appointed the following committee, viz. Deac. A. Forbes,

Nathl. Vilas, and Deac. Dariel Mason, to take under consideration
the Cobstitution for an Agricultural Missionary Society, proposed by
the Agent of the Baptist Board of F. Missions, and to report next

year.
15. Sermon by Br. J. Going, from Ezek. xr. 19; and a collection

of §35.76. taken for the Educalion and Missionary Societies, to be
equally divided.
16. Association closed with an appropriate address by the Mod ef

ator, and prayer by Br. J. Hicgex.
T'he whole session was peculiarly harmonious, solemn and jovful

Truly we “sat together in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.”
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After the business of the Association closed, the Union Socrery
oF VERMONT AND New-HAMrSHIRE, AUXIMARY TO TME BApTIST
BoaxDp o¥ ForricN Missions met, and proceeded to the election of
a Bourd for the year ensuing, viz.

Rev. J EIIiEMI AK HI(;BEE, President.
" 4, ARIEL KENDRICK
Y TIMOTHY GROW, ( Vice-Presidents.
» LELAND HOWARD. Corresponding Secretary.
» JOBEPH ELLIOT. Recording Secretary.
Gen. ABNER FORBES* Treasurer.
Rev. JOEL MANNING.
RUEL LATHROP. §Trustees.
Deac. DANIEL MASON.

Receipts into the Treasury.
1818. Cash remaining in the Treasury, as per report
Nov. of 1818 261,54
One year’s interest on the same 15,69
1819.
May 31. donation by Miss Dolly Tuexbury .25
do. and ann. sub. from Samuel Cammings 8,
contribution 1st Bap. Society E. Parish, Windsor 7,92
4 apn. subs, Windsor, E. Parish 4,
do. Asaph Fletcher 1,
5 ann. subs. Newport 5,
Juvenile Society do. 15,
donation from Miss Silvey Cheeney, for educating
Heathen children 1,20
7 avn. subs. Hartland 7,
Rev. Joseph Elliot 2,
5. ann. subs. Andover 5,
Female Mill Society, do. 8,29
donation Miss Packer ’ ,12,‘

Female Friend to Missions
Mrs. Betsey Dodge small string of Gold Beads sold for s, 27

donation Abner Felt »50
contribution Andover 70
Female M. Society Cavendish 10,71

»» Unien Society, Hartland 7,50
cootribution Harlland 3,89
Female Missionary Society, Cornish 7,30
Baptist Society, do. 6,
contribution Cavendish 1,58
2 Female Friends to Missions 50 each 1,
Female M. Society, New-London 18.56
Friend to Missions ,20
8 ann. subs. and donations from New.London 8,15
Jewet Buyington 1,
Female M. Sociely, Springfield and towns adjacent 12,07
Female M. Society, Newport 28,86
Maj. Josiah Wakefield ann sub. 1,
Female M. Society, Mountholly 6,86
3 ann. subs. do. 3,

donation Otis Tisdell ,25



donation Tsaac Chatentott R s15%

do. Benj. Loss »25

Friend to Missions 329
do. -'do. ls
13 ann. subs. Alstead . 13,
Rev. Samuel Kingsbury 1,
Joseph Farnsworth 1,
Benj. & John Smith B
Oliver Guernsey . 1,
Abial Richardson 1,
Samuel Tuthill 1,
Nathaniel Vilas 1,
William Harris 1,
- David Everett 1,

- Jonathan Baldwin 1,
Friend to Missions »50
Evans Reed 1,
Danie! Mason 1,

half the amount of contribution after the sermon 17,88
proceeds of pr. bracelets, donatios from Miss Silvey

Cheeney in 1817 1,
Female M. Society, Windsor, East Parish 11,80
523.63

Immediately after the election of the new Board, they
met at Rockingham, Sept. 30, 1819, and ordered two
hundred dollars to be forwarded to John Cauldwell, Trea-
surer of the Baptist Bo: 'd of Foreign Missions—the bal-
ance in the Treasury te remain on intcrest until appro-

priated. 200,
Balance in the Treasury 323,63
T hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy from my books, as
Treasurer of the Societiy. A. FORBES, Freasurer.
Oct. 5th, 1819,

——
After the Union Society of Vermont and New-Hampshire, &c.

had finished their business, the Baprist EprcATiON SoCIETY OF
THE WooDsTocK AssoctaTion attended to the election of their an-
nual officers and heard the report of the Treasurer. The following
persons were elected to the several offices as affixed to their names.
viz, Rev. JOSEPH ELLIOT, Secretary.

Gen. ABNER FORBES, Treasurer.

Rev. AARON LELAND,
, ARIEL KENDRICK,
, JEREMIAH HIGBEE, ) Executive Commitlice.
» SAMUEL LAMPSON,
» RBRUELLATHROP

-

-

1819. Reccipts into the Treasury.
Aug. 15. Cash contributed in the 1st Baptist Society,
Windsor 26,20
Denation from John Leveret, Esq. 30,
do. from a Friend to Education 43,81

John Leverett ann. sub,
9

I, |
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Sept: 29. Contribution Cavendish 2,45
Rev. Ruel Lathrop ann.sub. - 1,

» Joel Manning 1,
Samuel Maoning donation »20
Contribution Aistead 3,25
Nathaniel Vilas ann. sub. 1,
Rev. Jeremiah Higbee ann. sub. 1,
Maj. Eze. Ransom  do. 1,
Johu P. Skinner do. 1,
Female Dducation Society, To:_mend 8,25

do. do. do. Jamaica 4,45
Joseph Farnsworth donation 1,
Deac. Abial Fisher do. 2,

30. Rev, Joseph Elliot. ann. sub. I
. Ira Persons do. 1
Deac. Daniel Mason do. 1,
Rev. Leland Howard do. 1

» Ariel Kendrick do. 1

Abner Forbes do. 1,
Half contribution after sermon 17,88
Oct. 4. Female Society, Windsor, East Parish 3,04
$155,52

W‘mdsor, October 5, 1819.

T hereby certify, that the foregoing is a true statement from my

bocks, as treasurer of the Society.
A. FORBES, Treasurer.
—n
The Elders and Messengers of the Wosdstock Association, to the
churches they represent, send christian salutation.
BELOVED BRETHREN,

The return of our anniversary meeting albrds us an opportu-
nity of addressmg you by another circular epistle, in which your at-
tention is solicited to a few particulars of that religion, which con-
sists in an inward and spiritual knowledge of divine truth, faith in,
and love to Christ, and te God in Him.

I. Tur AurHor. From a consideration of the purity of reli-
gion, and the happifying, eternal effects. it produces in the hearts
of all those, who are brought to the enjoymeut of it, we are confi-
dentin ascnbmg its origin to Gnd. He has revealed it in his word,
he applies by kis spirit, and will perform it till the day of Jesus
Christ.

I1. The being, for whom it is designed, notwithstanding the digni-
ty and excellence of its author, the happiness, the heavenly glory
produced by the christian religion; yet it is not designed, for a pure
host of angels, but for man, who is sunk into the depth of moral de-
pravity, and by sinping against his God, (were it not for the inter-
position of divine mercy) would be infinitely miserable. Bat a be-
ing alienaled from God in his affections, mortal in his body, but im-
mortal in soul, unworthy of heaven, but a meet subject for hell, is
the subject of his creator’s compassion and shaves in his great salva-
tion. ‘For him Christ came into the world, and suffered the death

of crucifixion, that “whosoever believcth en hin-shemldnetner—




1II. This religion commences in the soul, by regeneration and
conversion, expressed in scripture, by being born again, born of the
spirit of God, and born of God, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works. Regenerationand conversion by many are considered as sy~
nonimous. They are inseparably connected and imply each other,
yet sufficiently distinct that each may bear a comment.

1. Regeneration is that work of the Holy Spirit, whereby on the
account of the surety righteousness of Jesus Christ, his grace is im-
planted in ys, and we are born again, being spiritually changed.—
The divine spirit is the sole cause and agent, by whose energy the
effect takes place, and as far as this spirit is the cause and agent, the
heart is passive in which the effect is wrought. The change of
heart produced by the spirit of God is instantaneous. There is no
medium between being dead in trespaeses and sins, and being sprit -
ually alive, it is either a heart of hatred or a heart of love, a child
of the devil or achild of God. For saith the scripture, “either make
the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree eorrupt and its
fruit corrupt,” which represents that there is not an instant of time
in which the tree is neither good nor bad. This change is effected
in the will or the heart. not in the natural powers of the soul, for it
is the will, that is deprayed. The person, who is chosen of God
made the subject of grace, is infinitely ill deserving. Therefore the
grace of God in regeneration is a sovereign unmerited favor.

2. As regeneration is the work wrought in the heart, by the Ho-
Jy Spirit, so conversion is the effect of this work, caused to exist by
the regenerating influence of God’s spirit. The effect, or conver-
sion consists in love. Love isthe fulfilling of the law, and is con-
formity tothe law of God, which is all comprehended in these two
commandments: ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, agd with all thy miod. And thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.” Therefore the Apostle John says,
that “He that love“‘is born of God. God is love, and he that dwel-
leth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him.” The actiens of
man are virtuous or vicious only as they are connected with, and
proceed from the heart. No external compliance, therefore, with
the requirements of religion, however strict, will be acceptable to
God, if love be wanting in the soul; yet where this love is, it will be
productive of active obedience.

IV. Religion is sentimental and practical.  The religious sen-
liments of a person have great influence on his internal and external
walks of live. Aund as the law of God is to be the criterion by which
we are all to be tried for admission into eternal life, or to be sentenc-
ed to everlasting punishment; it is of infinite importance that
we possess that faith and temper of bheart, that God shall ap-
prove and be pleased to bless. We are under the greatest obligation
to believe the doctrine God has revealed in his word. However
coutrary to our own feelings or private opinions, if we find it re-
vealed in scripture we are bound to believe in the sovereignty of
God, and the divinity of his son; in the depravily of the human,
heart, ard the immortality of the soul, in the election of grace and
the perseverance of Lhe saints, in the everlasting punishment of the
finally impenitent and the eterpal blessedness of the righteous.

God has abundantly revealed the above impoitant doctrines in
his word. Tt is also coplained in the sacred scripiures, “Repent
and be baptised every one of you, fer the remission of sins.”  God

1
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hath required repentence before baptism, and this previous to the
Lord’s supper, and since baptism by emersion is the only bible wa-
ter baptism which is exprer;‘ bed by going down into the water, and
“being buried with bim by baptism into death,” we ¢annot fellow-
ship the doctrine of those prefessors, who hold these requiremvents to
be nen-essentials. Says Jesus, “If ye love me keep my command-
ments.” The keeping the commandments of Christ is a great evd- *
dence of love to him, for he says again, “if any man love me, ke will
keep my words.” N 4

- V. The religion of the Bible possesses a superior advantage over
all other schemes on eartk. ‘The most refined systems of philoso-
phy and morality, of human inyention, aim at no higher object than
a reformation in mamuers; amd their views are circamscribed by a
few revolving suns,.put this religion rectifies the heait, and every:
thing in it bears refption to eternity. The scheme of man aspires
ouly to fit men for ‘this world, but that which is revealed from
heaven, while it imparts those disposilions which tend to promote
peace and happiness i society, fixes the affection supremely on God.

———
Thée Woodstock Association to Associations with whom they correspond,
‘ send christian salulation.
Drin BRETHREN,

‘ We congratulate you on the rising empire of our divine Re-
deemer. We rejoice that men of piety, taleats and learning, are
frequently coming over from other denominations, into our views of
doctrine and practice. = Whether i is best so to modify our senti-
ients, as Lo meet our erring brethren with their infants in their arms;
judge ye for yourselves, we feel satisfied to remain in our old house,
and reteive all that come in unto us. )

'We are happy in stating, that the doctrine of tie eternal obliga-
tiont of the Law of God, is better understood and more generally in-
culcated than it was formerly. It fppears to us that this doctrine
lays the foundation for all doctrinal, practical, and experimental re-
ligion; and that any scheme of religion that @enies or overlooks it,
is fundameantally erroneous. By this docrine we learn, the nature
and consequences of sin; for sin is the transgression of the law, and
the conseguence is, the penalty—the depravity of the human heart
not subject to the law, the nature and necessity of regeneration;
the Iaw of God within the heart; the glory of the gospel: for their
is as much grace in the gospel, as there is eternal rectitude.in the
law; the nature of atonement; the end of the law for righteousness;
how we aproximate to, or the distance we are from what is our duly-
to be, holy as God is holy; the exercise of the néw borp soul; delight:

. in the law of God after the inner man’ This is the ax tbhat may be .
suceessfully laid at the roat of all self-righieous hopes;” for it is writ-
ten cursed is every one that contiuueth not in aH things that are
written in this book of the law to do them. Finally,) this doctrine
shews the nature of ullimate bliss. To be perfectly conformed to
the law of God; and te dwell in socicty with kindred spirits;. is the
consummation of happiness. R

We solicit a continuauce of your correspondeuce by-your letters
asd messengers. You'will learn from our minutes, that somne _of the
churches have beeni blessed With copious :showers of, divine grace,
while dthers ‘remain like Gideon’s dry fleece. . We subscribe our- °
selves yours in gospel bond.” ' '
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