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WEDNESDAY, September, 29.

1. T 2 o’clock P. M. divine fervice began, and Elder Joun
PeckENs, according to appointment, celivered the intro-

du&ory fermon, f.on PsaLms lxxxv. 8. I will bear what God tbe
LORD will [peak ; for be will [peak peace to bis people, and to bis faints :
but let them not turn again 1o jolly.
2. Atcer public worthip, proceeded to bufinefs, and chofe a Mode-
rator and Clerk 3 alfo read the letters from the feveral Ghurches, and
took the fullowing account of the members who have been added,
difmiff=d, exciuded, or have died the palt year, and the prefent aum-
ber.in each church. '

¢ Note—E ders names are in Na'ic.

Crnuacnxs.
I. Waadﬁock; '

2, Wo:dflock,

Canaan,

MassgnceRrs.

{70/'epb Cal,

Jibez Coude,
Jofeph Paterfon.
s lvelter Ecdfon,
Humihrv Rood,.
( Tbemas Baldwin,
| Caley W-ich,
< Fz kiel Lunt,
| R.chard Clark,
\LJohn Worih.
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CHURCHES, MESIENGERS,
BROUGHT FORWARD
David Purnam,
Croyder, {l- lias Metcalf,
Fzckiel Powers,
Samuel Awmbrof?,
Suttony Dantel Creaty.

, Nebemiab Voedward,
Weraa., Enoch White,
Rovalton, Joho Hebbard.
Temple, 7

. obn Peak,
Windfor, {?ult‘ph Thomfon.
Weptminfier,

Cla: emont,

1. Wefimoreland,  Ebenezer Baiiey,
2. Wefimoreland,  Joho Brockway,

leazer Beckwith,

Marlow, iMofes Marthal,
| Jothua Phelps.

Dummerfion, —

Stoddard, David Smiley.

A jorred to 8 o'clock to-morrow merning ; when Elder L2r AxD preache

Srom 3 Cor. wi. 17.
THURSDAY, Septemler 3c—Met purfuant to adjouroment.

Dublin, Jobn K-owlion,
Reading,
Najon,
Hopkinton,

John Curuer,
Fokn Peckens,

Reckingbans, I'humas Guftin,
Daniel Weaver,

Fobn Drew,
Hartford, {M tchel Clark,

Will am Dana,

Aaron Leland,
Chefper, { Nehemiah Field.

- Fob Seamans,
New London, Ebenezer Huntington,

The laft Church was received 1his Seffion.
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Read a letter forwarded bv Brother Hale, from a Baptit Sociesy
in Alf}ed, requetting preaching from and under the care of this Affoci-
ation.

4. Frcm Elder Hebbhard and others, we found that the members
ot i.cbanon Chu-ch had {o removed ihat 1t did not «x.t, and fo is
loft from our numbe-.

5. Appointed Elders Bailey and Peckens to enquire for a recfon,
why the Church at Dummerfton dces negleét to off ciace wirh us
and report at our nex- {cflion.  Likewile appointea Elder Peak and
Dracon Metcalf to enrquire atter the Church at Claremont, and repart.

6 Received trom the arren Aflociation, a letrer and Mcflenger
and trom the New-Hampfhire. a very acrecable leccer wich minutes ;
and micutes from the Peslade/pbia and Charliion Afi)ciations : Al
acceunts truly jovful, b, Eider Sephen Royce, with a leiter and
minutes of the Aferide:b Afloiation, confiting ot fix Churches,

7. Took up the tollowing queltions : I @, from the At Wood-
ftcck Chur. b, *“Wbether it is expedient or for the bonor of religion, to
afcrike the title of Reverena to cur Elders ¥ — Antwered in the neginive,

Qurthion t:om the Church at R vvalton, “Can a Church under ffand-
ingly be governed by the law of love and jee a brother fland in need of
temporal Jjupport, and mot reiieve Lim as @ bosy #’—Aniwered 1o the
negdlive,

Q_cflion trom the Church at Rockingham: Fuft, ¢ Jius <
memeer a right to table communion, whi'e a ruladle compaint lyeth i i0e
Cburce agar it bim ?”-—\ .wweed in the vepa rve,

Sccony, ¢ Sbail the Church negle® difciplining a member that bas
broken the law of God and man, il tbe c:vil law bas jusged bim ¢ —
Aniwered 10 the nogatve,

Third, ¢ Are all breackes of Divine Rule, to be difcipiined Ly tie
Rule 2”—A twered 10 e affi native.

A journed tor one hour. Met according to adj uroment.

Q-® v from the Church ar Harttord: Fift, ¢ Is evory doviation
of the Divine Rule. berejy 2°— Ar(wered in the negauve,

Second, ‘“Hbat is the Gojpel rule to defray Church Charges Ve

Anfwer—It is the opiaion ot chis Affuctation, that the charges of
a8




[ 4 ]

a Church ought to ke defrayed by an equality according to the {crip.
ture rule, that one be not ealed and another burihened.

8. Whereas we are informed that feveral new editions of ke [:ilc are
likely foon to be publilbed , and we being requefled to unite with '«viril
other religious bodies in a petition to the Cungrets of the United dtaics,
‘that no edition be publybed but under the infpefiion of a Commitice of the.r
appeinting, 4o [ee that no alteraticns or errors take place. Agreeab::
to the above, we have appointed Elcer Jedidiah Hebbard, Job Sea-
mans, and Deacon JofephThomfon, a Commit.ee in our behalt, to fend
a petition to Congrefs, that the Blb!e be not printed but under their
infpe€tion, o

9. Our Meffengers appointed to the #arren Aflociation, are Liders
Peckens, Seamars, and Leland.

To the Shafifbury, Elders Call, Peckens, and Drew,

To the Fermont, Elders Hebbard and Pcak,

To the New-Hampfbire, Eiders Ambrole, Szamans, and Baiey.

Alfo appointed klders Call and Peak, with a letter, and cur plan
of affuciating, to the Meridetb, to furm further acquaintance with
them.

10. Chcfe Elder Bailey to prepare a letter to cur fiter Affociarians,
againit our next; and Elder Leland, with Deacen Fiild, the Ciicular
T.etter to our Chusches,

11. Read and appreoved a letter prepared by Deacon Thoo {n, o
our fiter Afluciaticrs 3 alfo, the Circuiar Letier prepaicd by L cer
B.ldwin.

12. Our next Affociation to meet at Wedmerelonid, the laft Wed-
neiday in September, 1791, at 1 o’clock, P. M. Lider Bildwin 1o
'ieach the introdu& v Sermon, 10 cale of ralure kilder Leland.

13. Chole Deacun Thomion to fuperintend tae printing the Mi-
nutes.

Concluded wi-h an evening fermon by Elder Stephen Royce, from
JuoE, Keep yeurfeves 1 the LOVE of GOD.

SUPPLIES,
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SUPPLIES, & .

Croydes, Elder Peak, fecond Loid’s Day in Auguft,
and laft in Jaouary,
Elder dmbrofe, l1alt 1n February.
Elder #Woodward, fecond in November,
and fi:ft 1s February,
Elder Leland, fict in June,
Elder Hebbard, firit 10 July.
Brother Elias Smith, lalt in November,
Reading, Elder Peat, fecond in December,
Elder Drew, laft in June,
Canaan, Llder Leland, fecond in Jure.
Iilder Peak. laft in July,
Elzer Ambroje, tecond in July.
Tirgkinten, Elder Seamans, lalt in Augult,
Elder 727%0dward, ficond in December,
and fi-@t in June.
Elder Ambrofe, tecond in November.
W eftmintter, Elder Pcckms, fecend in December,
Elder Teland, firlt 10 Match,
Afied Sc-ictv, Bider Peckens, fourth in December.,
Elder Hebbwd lall in May.

- e R R A m———— -

Circurar LETTER.

BeLover BRETHREN,

S the revolving feaiun turns round, it prefents vs with anoihier
A anaiverfary interview, and affords us an opportuaity ta hear oi
the profperity ot Z on, in various parts ; not only in the fmall cucle
ot our own Churchss, but throughout this continent.  As it has
been ufual to addrels you in the clofe of our meetings, you will
permit us to Ray before you fome thoughts which to us appear io-
terefting, o the inffruciion or carly educatien of children, N

s
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As a foundation for our addrels, we (hall note tlie wards of the
ApHftl= to the Ephefians, vi. 4. dnd ye fathers provete nct sour chil-
dren s but bring them up in the nurture and admeniticn of the Lord. |t
wi!l be naua. B 10 explan th-cduyandthe v v, The
i t ohferv iion s a nepavve, e fatbers provske #7t your chillren,
This exoreflira s d.ff ready uled, w04 may be affrecthv uader-
ftood ;i fome nmes (neans o irrira:r, or (tur up a neron to anzer
bu* 'n a more general fenie, it means to urge, move, or intourage
eih-r to wrath ur love : agreeable to which 1t is obferved ot the
Corinthians, that their zval had pravoked miny 3 not made them
angry, bu: ferved as a ftinulous. The Hebrews were exhoried o
provoke ore another to love 2nd gnod works.  Hence it appears to
be the Apoftl’s meaning that parents (hould no. adminiler therr
d.icipline 1n tuch a manner, as unncceflartly to irritate the paffions,
or aff ont the underffandings ot their children 5 and then puath
then tor that which they them'elves are the canje o ncicher may they
bv anv mirans conuive at, incourage or proteét them ia that which s
evil. The p ficve diredltioa s, But bring them up in (e nurture and
adinoni isn of tbe Lord. By zmurture, we unacritand ecucaion, or
lrarning ; which the Apcftle thought proper to enyoin on fathers. or
heads of familics, that they thauld give their children fuch advantages
of learning, as to render them capable of reading GOD’s holy word
with cle irnefs and accuracy ; together with other branches of Iearn.
1y, to as that they may be u['eful members cf {ociety, and qua’ fied,
in that fenfe, -0 ferve their generation with a<vantage, Bv the adwmoni-
tion of the Lord.w= underftand godly intirution, reproot, « xhoriation,
aca ucail, Tne tenaer mind is generally moulded niuch :nro the
fh2pe ot the parent’s 1alt-uftion and exainple, It was remarked by
the wile mar, Train up a child in the way be fhould go, and when be
is old be will not depart from it Early inftruction has ulually a
cun uaumng 1nfluence n every ftage of hte,—*“ as the twig is bent,
the trec’s incha’d.”  Then let parents early inft-u@ their children in
the belict of the leing of a3 God—ot his nature—perfe@ions, and
requ'rements—ot the depravity of human nature—the great atone-

ment by Cnrift—the neceflity of regeneration~—jultification by the
alone
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alone righteoufnefs of Chrift—the importance of holinefs of heart and
life, with every other Chritian virtue ; above all, that amable law
of love commerded by the Great Immanuel, Wkatfoever ye would
that others fhould do to you. do ye even fo to them.

Ic 1s otien faid, when we fee chilaren conauét in an unbecoming
manner, * they thow their breediog ;* we mean their education, I
admonition implies reproof, it no duubt means proper reftraint from
2vil ways and praéticcs—if exhortation, it implies encouragement to
virtue and things that are praifeworthy—if couacil, it means to fet
before them the confrquences of virtue and vice, with proper aigu-
ments to purfue the one, and fhun the other.

Having thus briefly explained the duty, we ccme now to ufe fome
motives to enforce it,

And firft, The authority of God’s word epjoins it, and every Chnif-
tian is facredly bound to obey its fovereign ci@ates ; how then can
they anfwer their negle& in the day of accounts ?

Again, Is it not a lafting reproach to parents, to bring up their
children in a ftate of ignorance > But are there not many children,
who are grown to0 a Rate of manhood, who muft plead ignorance of
God’s word, having never had lcarmng enough to read it 7—Blufh,
O Profeffor ! if thou art the parent of fuch a child.

Again—Are there not many, whe, in early life, difcover a gocd
genicus, and might likely be ufeful io Church or Statc, if the want
of education did not prevent ?

Again—Can a parent beftfow a more valuable treafure upon their
children, than to give them education? This wiil abide with them,
when other treaiures are all exhaufted. In a word, If you would
with to fee your children ufeful or reputable, you muft be thorough
in their education,

But abuve all, fee that you do not negle& Admonition, lett it thculd
fill ycur hearts with mcft exqu fite forrow.— Flave not many parents
had therr children cut down by a premature fircke ot Death, perhuy's
jult as they were {teping up to a Rtate of manhooa ¢ Could you fcllow
the parents to their bec-chamber, you might there Lear them thus
lamenting, *O'! had we been looking-tor Death to have come and

“ to:n
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“ torn away that much-loved objeét, furely we fhould not have let
 him gone to fuch a length 1a fin, and never admonithed or exhorted
““ him to prepare for a coming eternity, into which he 1s {0 fuddenly
‘¢ and awfully plunged ! And now we have realon to fear, while we
‘¢ are mourning over the dear, lovely, litelels clay, the dcathlcfs foul,
““ in bitter execrations, is curfing that tacal day that 1t received exift-
“ ence from luch carelefs parents, who neglecied their inftiuctions
¢ for eternity !”

But to conclude this addrefs—=Sheculd we difcharge cur duty as
Parents and Chriftians, towards our children—(hoult they, after all,
take to vicinus couries, or be cut down by fudden (trckes ot D-ath,

cur breafts would be cal n.  Should we ize the happy f.uits ot our
exertions, by their chuiicg the paths cf virtue, and following the
inftructions they received in early life, would it not footh our ceclin-
ing fteps, and render our lat moments in a great mealure ferene ?

We bave had a very agrecable i mtcrvuew, this anc val mccung;

and the to\wnsajomn v and e W e

large extent of country in our Northern Wnldcn uefs, k
th° opening of Glory I' that we may exult with the words of our §
viour, *“ Lift up your beads, for your redempiion draweth nigh.”

Neverthelefs, let us fland equiped with the whole armour on, that
H*k, whole coming may be clufe at the door, may find us watching,
that we inay be ready to tollow our dear brother klder Williams, of
Grafton, whefe fudden death has deprived the Church ¢f Chnft of a
uletul member, and a taithtul fervant for JESUS CHRIST cur
Lord. AMEN.

JOSEPH THOMCSON, Aleoderator.
JEDIDIAH HLEBBARD, Cet.



