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‘ TUESDAY, Ocroser 20th,
x.F LDER Peter Werden preached the introduftory fermon
4

from Lzekiel xiii, 22,
2, Chole Brother Foin Rithbur, Moderator, and
Brother Valeatine 11", Rathbun, Clerk,

3. Read the letters from the feveral churches, and took the fol-
lowing account @f the members who have been added, difmiffed,
excluded, or who have died the palt year ; with the prefent num-
ber in cach church, .

N. B, Minilters’ names in capitals, Licenfed preachers in
italics, Thofe to whofe names this mark * is affixed, were not
prefent, From churches marked thus +, we received no letters ;
their number ftands as laft year, Dafhes .denote no fet-

tled minifter, —
' > O =B Z
ol=l14Ajo £
2515l 2) 5
Churches, Minifters and Meflengers, || =[Gl | &
1ft, Stoningion, - , 2| 143

* Peleg Randal,
‘ Jabifh Gallup,,

- od, Stonington, BIMEON BROWN, 14 2l 206
) to Robert Stanton, |
Afa Spalding,
Zcbulon Brown,
Ather Minor,

gd. Stenington, VALEN, W. RATHBUN, 1] 1] 44
Groton, * TIMO. WIGHTMAN, | 4 1; 184
Samuel Lamb,
t Saybrook, * ELIPHALET LESTER, 30
Excter, —

) 5 2|l 242
Pardon Tillinghaft, |

Benjamin Lawton,
Tonathan Dean,

t Church formerly
of So. Kingfton, » BEN ]’y BARBER, jun, 67
now of Richmond, |
Weft-Greenwich, * ELISHA GREEN, 1 2 49
t 1it, Colchefter, CHRISTO. PALMER, 58
2d, Colchefter, -ABEL PALMER, 1] 2} 1 88
Denilon Palmer,
James Rogers,
Alpheus Rogers,
Richimond, - ) 17
‘ Sands Perking,
Hampwcn,  PETER ROGERS, 5 o4
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Churches, Miniflers :Smd Mgﬂ'cngcrs. 2 €| :‘H” o %
Willam Eliot, 52 &) 8
Stephen Liley, =&l | &
Montville, * REUBEN PALMER, T
1ft. Chatham, —_—— ; 63
Elijah Hodge,
Ebenezer Harris,
sd. Woodftock, AMOS WELLS, " 69
{{aiah Lyon, -
John Barrett,
- Jefle Bolles,
2d, Chatham, 3l | 4] 2| 69
William Bolles,
Wi illiam Welch, h
New-London, ZADOCK DARROW, 8 2l 1] 273
Zadock Darrow, jun, e .
ed, Afhford, JOHN RATHBUN, 1 3 53
David Chaffee,
~ gd. Afhford, e — 10] 3 32
Bavid Bolles, |
Edmund Chamberlin, l
James Wheaton,
Eaft-Haddam, SIMEON DICKINSON, | , 2 471
John Bigelow, "
Plainfield, ¥NATHANIEL COLE, 8| 2| 1| 1| o3
Jenks Mafon,
Total, [4g||22]25]12]1968

b

4. Received and read letters from our fifter affociations, From the
New-York, a letter ; but no minutes, ¥rum the FRIIAUEIPhAn, & cu-
ter and minutes, A letter and minutes from the Shaft{bury, by the

hand of Elder Peter Werden, A letter and minutes frem the Warren,
by their meflengers, Elder Ifaac Backus, and Brother Z.enas L. Leon-
ard, From the Danbury, a tetter and minutes, by their meflenger,
Elder Stephen Shepard. Thefe, with other brethren prefent, were in-
vited to fit in council with us, .

5. Appointed Elders Stephen Parfons and Peter P, Roots, with Bre-
thren Afa Spalding, and Zenas L. Leonaid, to write to the {everal
correfponding aflociations,

6. The circular letter prefentect by Brother Rogers, was read ; ap-

ointed to examine the fame, Elders I{faac Backus, Simeon Brown, and,
Betcr Rogers.
Adjourned until nine o’clock to-morrew morning.
Public worfhip this evening in various parts of the vicinity,
P —
WEDNESDAY, Ocroser 2:1ft,
Met according to adjournment, —and,

1. Sermon by Elder lfaac Backus, from Ifaiak ii. 2. 3. 4..

2. The circular letter being approved by our committee appointed to
examine the fame, was adopted ; requelted the clerk in addition there-
to. particularly to notice the frown of Divine Providence upon tifis

affociation, fince our laft mecting, m the death of our weoithy, much
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lamented, and very ufefyl brother in the miniltry, Elder Kleaze
n,

Br;).“ The letter to the Shaftfhury sffociation, prepared by Brother Afa
Sp‘alding, was read and approved, The clerk 1s rgqucﬁ_cd, in ad'dn‘mu
thereta, particularly to notice tke death of that eminent lervant of G,
Flder Jofhua Morfe ; whole praife is ftiil in our churches, and whote
diftinguifed gifts, ardent picty, unremitted exeitions, and faithful la.
hors in the caufe of Chrift, have been of fingular advantage to many
fouls, and particulatiy ufeiul to that affociation, . '

4. Read and accepted the letter to the {everal correlponding affocia.
tions, prepared by Brother Zenas L. Lsonard, Voted, that it be
piinted with our minutes, . . . o

5. Appointed Brother Abcl Palmer to write the circular leiter for
next year, and Brother Amos Wells the letter of correlpondence.

6. Chofe the fullowing brethren our meflengers to our fifter alio.
ciations ;- ¢ .

To the Danbury, Brethran Simeon Dickinfon, and Stephen Parfons,

To the Shaftfhury, Brethren 1David Rathbun, and Joqah Tfms..

To the New-York, Brethren Val. W. Rathbun, and Sim, Dickinfon,

To the Warren, Brethren John Rathbun, Awos Wells, and Valen.

tine W. Rathhun, | '

2. Brother Valentine W. Rathbun is requefted tp forward our min.
utes to the Philadelphian affociation,

& Agreed to the following fupplies :—

' RICHMOND, .
Briother Simeon Brown, the 4th Lord’s-Day in Nov. and 4ih
in April,
Nathaniel Cole, 4th in February,

— Zadock Darrow, 4th in May,
Y aluiinine W. Rathbun, 3d in July,

. EXETEER,
Brother Nathaniel Cole, gd in November,
_ Simeon Brown, 1t in December.

— Chriftopher Palmer, 1{l in April,

~—  Zadock Darrow, «ft in June.
2d. CHATHAM,

Brother Chriflopher Paimer, 3¢ in November,

— Simeon Dickinfon, gu in December,

— Stephen Shepard, g4 in January,

~—  Stephen Parfons, 4d in Apnil,

-— Abel Palraer, laft in May.

9. Voted, to hold eur next afiociation ut Elder Timothy Wight.

man’s meeting-houfe in Groton, the third Tuefday in O&ober, 1796,
18. Brother Valenuine W, Rathbun is requefted to {uperintend the

prmting of the minuces,

Concluded with prayer by Brother Nathaniel Cole,
, (CIRCULAR LETTER,)

The Flders and Mcflengers of the feveral Churches met in Allociation
at. Woodftock, Ollober 20th and (A, 1795, —Fo the Churches
whom they reprefent, fend Chriftian Salutation :

QY the good hand of our Gad unon uvs, we

Dian Breturs L
ARt d ; Ny weie condutled in fafcty to, and met at the
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place, and time appointed, and were favered with a very pleafing 'in.
terview : what we have done, our minutes manifeft, Being led of
courfe to addrels you by a general letter, we hope that our attempt
therein to promote your {piritual welfare, may not be fruitlefs,

Love is the true {ource of happinefs to all intelligent beings; a grace
of {uch ule and influence among mankind, that without it there can be
no chriftian fellowfhip or fociety ; and when the churches of Chrig
are uniied in this endearing bond ; when their members glow with the
heavenly ardor, the heart enlivening ray of this divine gift ; we may
with joy and fatisfaltion adopt the language of infpiration, and ad.
mire, * How good and how pleafant it is, tor brethren to dwell to.
gether in unity,” How tranfporting is the fight, It is ¢ Beautiful as
Tirzah, comely as Jerufalem, and terriblc as an army with banners,”

We learn from the {acred page, the true and only fountain of this
fiream which makes glad the city of our God : for fays the apoltle,
“ God is love ;” and ‘¢ e love him, becaufe he fir f Buved us, This clearly
appears from the Almighty Father's {o loving the fallen world, as to
give his only Son, in whom was, and is hts delight ; te be born in the
fleth ; to be found in the lowly form of a fervant ; to {ubmit to the
moft opprobrious indignity, that wicked beings were able to offer to
this incarnate Majefty of Heaven ; and at length to die the accurfed
‘and painful death of the crofs ; that whofoever believeth on Aim,
might not perifh, but have everlafting iife, - ‘ :

We are made partakers of the love of God, by the regenerating influ.
ence of the Holy Ghofi. 'When {ubmifiive at the foot of fovereign
mercy, lies the conquered, yielding finker ; when the rebellious wea.-
pons of his warfare are all flung down ; when he beholds that there is
no created arm that can fave him ; and trufls alone to the all-fufficient
merits of the Savior, for relief and falvation ;—The Heavenly Dove de-
fcends to his comfort 3 difpels the darknefs, and the horror of his loft
condition ; and flls the foul with divine love, and peace, in believing,

We write not thefe things, brethren, becaufe ye know them not ; but
becaule ye do know them : as therefore ye have received the Lord Fe.
Sfus Chriff, fo walk ye in him ; keeping yourfelves in the love of God;
watching unta prayer ; walking in all the laws and ordinances of God
blamelefs,

While Deifts around us, vainly fuppofe that they truly leve the
-great Author of all good ; becaule (as they imagine) they entertain fome
fenfations of gratitude, to the Father of mercies, for the benefits which
they receive from Ais common bounty : when at the {ame time, they
fhut their eyes tn the light of truth, as fhining from the facred word,
and the great volume of creation ; which teaches all, if they would but
learn, that man is utterly depraved, and unholy, and as fuch, can have
no fcllowfhip with {potlefs purity 3 without an entire change of his
{inful Japled difpofition ;: while thele {eem to come fhort of the truta,
as it is in Fefus : let us be faithful {ollowers of the bright example of
difinterefled love and benevolence: ever engaged in the caufe of reli-
gion and truth : not foifaking the affumbling ourfelves together for d:-
vine worfirp ; faithfully improving thole gifts, which the Saviour hath
received, for the edifying of his church, for the comforting and
{ticngthening of Aus dear faints, in their wearifome pilgrimage llate
bl
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Happy would it be for us, brethren, if there was no reafon to lament
an abatement of this love and zeal, in any of our churches,  Are there
net fome who are lukewarm in the great concerns of eternity ? Let
us therefore {tir up one another daily, to an intelligent, rational, warm
and allive zeal ; watching againft every degree of declenfion ; and
enforcing the difcipline of Cod’s houfe, againft all immorality and
irreligion, .

To him that ove. cometh, will be given to eat of the hidden manna ;
and the faints overcome by the bleod of the Lamé, and the word of
their teftimony : may we therefore ever {tand in the teftimony cf
truth, faithful to the death, that we may receive the promifed reward,

May the Great Head of the church, irfpire us all richly with the
graces of the divine fpirit ; caufe reformations to {pread far and wide ;
build up true and undefiled religior in the earth ; caufe wars to ceale
among the nations, and gofpel liberty and truth to pervade the whole
human race, ‘

We fhould be guilty of a criminal neglet, fhould we clofe this let-
ter, without taking netice of the providence of God, in the removal of
one of our minifters,® by deatbh, fince our laft meeting : his {eat among
us is vacant ; we feel our lofs ; but we truft he hath expeimentally
known the meaning of the Apoltle, Phil, 1. av. ¢ To live 15 CArifl, and
to die is gain.” In this inftance of mortality ; the family, the church,
and the world, arc bereaved ! As a huiband and parent, he was affet-

onate and kind. He faithfully ferved the church, as thar paftor,
for many years;§ fuccels attended his labours; numerous additions
were made to the church, during his miniftry ; of this number, four
have been fince ordained to the work of the gofpel miniftry, ¢ And
of Zion it fhall be faid, This and that man was born in her : and the
higheft himfelf fhall effablifh her., The Lord fhall count when he writeth
up the people, that this man was born there,” Pfalm lxxxvii, s, 6,

His frequent calls to preach on public occafons, fufliciently prove
that his biethren entertained a high epinion of his minifterial abilities ;
but, alas, the places which once knew him, in the family, in the church
of God, and in the world, fhall knew him no mere ! His countenance
1s changed, and he is fent away ! Difmiffed from the toils, and pains,
and {orrows of mortality ; he is gone, we truft, to receive THE cROWN
of LI1FE : [hat crown may we who have labuured together with him
for the faith of the gofpc!; being united in a firm belict of the fame im-
portant truths, and having the fame ends in view, the glory of God,
and the good of fouls ; That crown may the furviving rartner of his
Joys and cares ; That crown may his children, for whole welfare, he jo
oft has prayed ; That crowr may the congregation of his charge, who
fe frequently heard the word of life from his lips, and for whole good,

R -

* Elder Eleazer Brown, Paflor of the firft church in Stomington who
departed this life on Saturday, Fuly 1sth, A, D, 1795, On Lord's-day

Jollowing, his remains were carvied to Elder Simeon Brawn’s meeting-houfe,
where a fermon was preached on th: oceafion, to a numeyous audiente ; af«
ter which, the corpfe was decentiy interred in the hwufe appointed for all
lving,

§ The writer vegrets his roant of information, ~tfpelling the age of this
worthy minifler ; and the time when lie was ordained,
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he {o long patiently laboured ; That crown may you, dear brethren
That crown may we all receive; and triumph in redeeming love, for
ever and ever, AMEN,

A [

(CORRESPONDING LETTER,)

The SroninNetvON AssociATion, (e the Corvefponding Affociations,
Sendeth greeting ;-
Dearly beloved Brethren,
\ MID the ravages of death, and the many inconveniences and dif-
appointments incident to our apoftate race, we are again favored
with the privilege of gladly hailing the rciurn of our anniverfary
{eflion,
- We have great reafon to rejoice, that while we confult among our-
{rlves the ftate of the Redeemer’s caufe, we are not under the neceflit
of conkning our information and happinefs to our own {phere, Thro’
the medium of letter, we can hold familiar converfation with our breth-
ren at a diltance ; we can mingle our joys, and alleviate our forrows,
Senfible of the great advantages refulting fiom a chriftian correfpon-
dence, we wifh by all means for its continuation, Happy, truly happy
fhall we be, if (while we thus correfpond) our hearts fhould be warm-
ed with the ardent glow of Aravenly zeal, and united by the vudcanng
bond of evangelical love and benevolence,

We can infoim you there is great peace and harmony in our <hureh.
es, though no remarkable revivals, We wifh for greater animation in
the caule of the ever blefled Fefus. Toe often the harps of profeflors
bend the mourning willows, while Babylonian employments allute and
cngrofs the mind ! Sentimental knowledge abounds ; but true heart-felt
religion is wanting ! Complaints of fpiritual delirium, are indeed ver

cneral throughout united America! Oh ! Chriftian friends, what fhall
gc denc at this critical, this interefting crifis? Will you join with us,
and drop a mournful tear over Zion's drooping caufe ? Ok ! Let us
unite our addrefles at the throne of grace, for the delcent of the Holy
Ghoft ! Let us pray that life from God might enter into the witnefles
who are {lain,

Not enly the want of religious ardor among chriftians, calls for fighs,
prayers and tcars ; but alfo the great prevalence of error in our land,
Mow does iniquity triumph over religion ! Ilow is Antichrift fet up,
and adored, while the name of Jelus is branded with calumny, and
blafphemous contempt ! Indeced the beautiful city of our God is af.
{aulted on every fide, and the golpel is trodden down ! But let ws not
defpair, Glorious events are rolling oa, ‘This darknefs forebodes the
dawn of an aufpicious day. Let us wait with chriftian patience, and
be in readinels to mect out God and King, The golpzt has hitherto
{urvived the violence of infidelity and the rage oppofition; and can it
now be conquered ' Fefus, its author, has [wept the field; and Ae mult
reign, till all Ais enemies are defiroyed,

The {ophiftry and bombaft of thedeift, united with the intriguesand
malice of helly never can fhake, nor {ubveit the foundation of truth.—
T'he fun and {lars mult fade away, and the world muft fink in death ;
but the delpifed religion of 7e/us, will live, and {hine forever, Let us
therefute net ouly enlift under its banner 3 but let ug cifplay its unri.

Pt
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valled beautyy, in our daily deportment and converfationi. Leét us not
ftrive.to embellith the go};’el, by the aid of human wifdom ; but rather,
by this, hold forth its native excellence, independent of every garb,

Let us guard againft the bane of popularity, and extravagance, Let
us truly take up the crofs, and follow the great Captain, who leads the
way, Though we may be fei)arateci in time, yet let us enjoy, and
pra&ife that re!igion, which will prepare us in this militant ftate, to
walk the golden ftreets above, and join the blifsful theme of everlafting

praife, |
Signed in behalf of the Affociation,

JOHN RATHBUN, Moderator,
VALENTINE W, RATHBUN, Clerk,
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