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OF THZS
Woodftock Affociation,
HELD at WOODSTOCK,

IN THE

STATE or VERMONT,

SEPTEMBER 28th and 29th, 1796,

WEDNESDAY, September 28.

HE Affociarion met according to appointment, at

1 o’ctock, P. M. Brother Feremiab Higéce preach-

ed the introductory fermon, from Gal. . 21. Forif
rirhteon fm’/c canie fy the laze ; then Clyif is dead in vain.

After pudlic worfhip, chofe F)der Aaron Leland, Mo-
derator, and E:dcr Rebert Lew, Clerk.

Read the Letters from the Churche‘s, and took the
folldwinea accounts of the members wio have been ad-
ded, difmifTad, excluded, and died,the year:gatft, and the

whole number 1a cacn Church.

!’ B. Minifierd® naec in capitals ; Thofe marked thus (®) were alfent,
dafkes denote mo [.tticd minifler,




Charches.
Hoedfack,

Newpert,

Sution,
Weada!,

Royalten,

Kindfer,

1# Weflmoreland,

Chefler,

Xealendon,

Aided,

Weodflock & Bridgwater,

¢ am{(&,

ad Weflmoreland,

Ma/on,

Temple.
Thetford,

Norw:ch,

Plainjield,
Skaron,
Grafton,

Woodfborouzh,
Reading,

Jamaica,

Hanover,

-
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Mcfensers. soimisl N
ELISHA RANSOM, Y ENEE B
D-acon Ju'cph Coult. ﬁ N E 141
S)lvclcr Edfon. 30
®ABIEL LEDOIT, '

Afaph Slow, 4 1 92
Raiph Chambetlamg
Elifhe Mercalf.
*SAMUEL AMBROSE. 87
NEHEM WOODWARD. 3l 25
*:0HN KERBARD, jua.
nhn Hebbard, g| 12 57
ofeph Wheat. ,
ROSWEL SMITH,
Deacon N. Kenda!, 3 1 {1 73
Frederick Barnbnm,
ofeoh Tompfon.
IBE\!EZER BAILEY. 1 73
32
*ELEAZER RECKWITH. 131
ELISHA WiLLARD,
Samvel Sergeant, 63l 26
Daaiel Cummiags
3ELIJAH ANDRI’.WS, L RER | 103
Benjamin B. Darhap.
AARO\I LELAXD, |
Deacon Edmund Br:an:. 5 I 7%
Solomon Sueli,
Benjamin Bovn*on.
*)1OB SEAMANS,_
Zcbadiah Mayfe, [t J1 ] u6
John Adams. ]un ]
Jobn H. Meffer. | )
§jEREMIAH HIGBEE, | { 6
Jofeph Hale. { [
101
*JEDEDIAH HEB3ARD, J
Samuel Cummings, 28
John Weld.
) 18
3WKLLIA\! ELL)OT, |2 X 33
Deacon Jonathan Webber.
3 7" 4
13
ROBERT LOW,
Deacon Samuel Bartlett, 61113 |? 45
Thomas Whipple.
OVATHA\ CRAM, n
ofcph Rlaachard, . 86
ohn F, Thorne.
John Wedge. 1 14
;Sclh Martin,Elkansh Philligs. 16
SIMEOXN COMBS, ! 28
3Jacob Ba:chejor.
29
% 5 3 4¢.
John Dyer, Benjamin How:.
Dcacon Thomas Refs, A 'Y
[{aac Bridgman, David Eaton.
Toal, | 7:122 11617 | 1617
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Tbe laft mentioned Church, was received this Seffion.
Adjoumcd till to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock.

Tuurspavy, Seprember 29.
Met according to adjoummenr
Moeflengers, and Letters, from the Corvesponding Alfocia-
lions.

From Warren affociation, Elder 1faac Backus.

From New-Hampthire, a lctzer.

From Mercdith, Elder Ifaiah Stone, with a letter.

From Vermont, Elders Ifaac Beall and Green, and
Deacon Jofeph Ran(‘c! with a lctter and minutes.

From Leyden, E:ders Afa Hebbard and fazc Ken-
ney, with a leucr and munutes.

From Richmond, Eider Jofeph Call. ~

From Shaft{bury. Brother Alplund and minutes.

« Meffengers to ibe Ajfociaticns.

To Warren, L!ders Combs and Leland.

Ncw-Hampﬂnre ‘Elder Seamans.

Meredith, Elder Higbec, Brothers Aff olund .and
Whear. *

Vermont, Elders Leland and Kindrick, and Brother

Afplund.
Shaf:fbury, Elder Low and Brother Afplund,
Leyden, Elders Bailey and Comb.. A s
Richmond, EldersDrew.s - A\ = P e e i

Quef hen from ibe Church i w New -Londozz.

- Queftion—Suppole a Brother withdraws himfelf
from the Communion of the church, for a number of
months, doth not come to inform tie church of the
reafon, nor enter intoany labor withthem. Atlength
the church calls upon him to render his reafon for fuch
withdraw, he comes and renders his reafon, which is
by no means fatisfaétory to the church. Afier which,
he continues his withdraw for a number ¢f menths,
and in other refpects he appears to fcatter rather than
to gather with the church. What furthcr fteps fhould
the church take to {atisfy gofpcl rule

Anf{wer—As our local diftance from you is fuch
that we cannot afcertain your difficulty, yer,ifit is as
you have ftated in your letter, it is the opinion of this

aflucianon. that che church labor with hun in love
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ard if he continues obftinate after fuch labor, it is the
duiy of the chuich g exclude him.
Qucliicn frem ibe Church in Temple.

Queftion—Is it fcripreral to hold fellowthip with a
Brother or Siftzr who hold to the plan of reftoration 2

It by rcftoration, you mean,the reftcration of all men,
and duvils, to the favor of God through Chnit, we
an{wer, no.

Qcftion 2d from Temple Church. o

Queftion—1is it fogiptural under the prefent difpen-
fation to bring mufical inftruments into the worthip
of Ged ? ; |

Anfwer—God fays, be filled with the fpirit, fpcak-
mg to yourfe!ves in Plalms, and Hymns, and {piriiual
Songs, finging and making melody in your hearts tc the
Lord, Eph. v.18,19. Andwe know not of any hint
of any ufc of muficai inftruments 1n the apoflolic age;
therefore, 1o intreduce them into the worthip of God,

we thiak unwarrantable, efpecially, if it be a grief to’

ai'y pious minds.

Rueflin from Sharon Church.
- Queflion—1Is it the duty of a church to difciphlinea
member for faying he could commune with a member
cia Prefbyterian chuich, ifitdid not grieve his cwn
covenant brethien?  An{wer—No.

Chofe Elder Higbee, 1o inguire of Marlow church,
the reafon why they heave negle€led fendirng o the af-
fociation the two lat firficns, and 1o make 1cturn to the
affociation, at cur next {eflion. :

Appainted Lider Ebenczer Batley, to write the circu-
lar ictter, and LKlder Jeremiah Higbee, to write the cor-
relpending ietier, for our nextlefiicn.

The circular letzer, bicught s, vead, and after fome
amendments, accepicd.  ine correfponding  letter
brougnt in, read, and acecpred.

Appointed Elder Robert Low, to fuperintend the
printing of the Woodttuck aflociation minutes,

Our nexr aflociation, to meet at Chefier, the laft
Wednefday in Seprember, AL DL 1597,

Elder Ebenezer Daiiey, 1o preach the intredutory
fcrmon ; in caleof tailure, Elder Jehn Drew,

Cioled the fefien with a {eqimon fron Elder Ifhace

. .~
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Backus, from Alls xx. 32.  And now, bretbren, I com-
mend you to God, and 10 the word of bis grace, which is cble
to butld you up, and to give you an inberitance ameong all
them which are [andificd.

" CIRCULAR LETTER.

Dearry Berovep,

WHEN we contemplate with wondecr the
o miyflcrious plan of falvation by Jcfus
Chrift, whereby the guilty fons of Adam are again rci-
tored to favor with God through faith 1a the Redeemer,
whereby the Church of the Living God is raifed by
his Mighty arm, and defended againft all her enemies,
for (faith he) I leved Zion with an Everiafting love,
and no weapon formed againft her fhal Iprofper : well
may the Redeemer who is appointed head over all
things to the Church, he called Wonde:fui Counfellor,
Everlafting Father, and Prince of Peace.  Agzain,
Chrift is the anointed Prorhet, none can be compared
to him 10 point of Teaching, the Anocinted Pricti, the
Anoinied King, none to him in point of Government ;
yea, he 1s fet King upon God’s holy hill of Zion, that is
the Church, whereby the is called the Piliar and
Ground of trutn : yea, he is King of kirgs,and L:.rdof
lorde, heis alfo the Everlaiting Word, by which God
created all things, the fame word which holds all things
11 betng, the word waich became Ficfh aud dwelt
among us, apd faid in the day of my ficth, the word,
wiich I fpeak, thall judge you. John fawhim when
Heaven opened, and he was clothed with a vefture dipt
11 Bioaed, and his namc is calied the WORD of GOD,
and though Heaven and Earth pafs away, his word
fhall nct pals awav, nor a uttle of the Law fail, until
ail be fulfilled. Therefore, beloved Biethren, to the
Law and Teftimony, and by Faith take hold of this
foul-humbling, foul-fuving, tin-killing, and God-exal-
ting Word.  Let this word dwell in us Richly in our
Jives and coaverlation ; thus doing, our converfation
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will be as becometh the Gofpel. It will bring us care~
fully to watch over ourfeives : Watchand pray againft
being taken by the {nares of the world, the flefh, and
the devil ; And toa readinefs to meet death, judgment,
and the untried fcenes of Eternity. |

Thus, viewing the word of God, we fhall be zealous
to obey the divine authority of it, contending carneftly
for this faith once delivered to the faints. Surely, we
live in a trying day ; does not tiat fame fpirit which
did once whip, hang, and banifh the fathers, now flat~
ter ! and the fame fay, no matter which way we go, if
we get to heaven at !a%, no matter what cur outward
condu& is, if our hearts are right ; for God looks at the
heart.  Does not fuch things declare our heartsare not
right with God, and our lives at enmity with holinefs?
Are Holy fouls fo concerned to efcape Hell, and ger
to Heaven, as to maintain a holy life in honor to the.
word, which isour Law; but is i1t not apparent
watching over ourfelves, admonifhing our brethren,
keeping up faithful difcipline in our Churches, be-
comes the only teftimony of our real friendfhip to the
Word that liveth and abideth forever, our only guide
and fupport?

Dear ‘Brezhren, we have to Record the goodnefs of
the Lord which bleffed our coming together with
peace and harmony ; we may fay, the Lord has not
forfaken us, bleffed be his Holy name.

Be of good Courage, the Lord ﬁgh'gs for Zion.

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

To our Sifler Affociations ; Sendetb Greeling.
Withing Grace and Peace thro® our Lord Jefus Chrift.

BeLovep BRETHREN, |
‘ N J E rejoice to inform you of
our cftablithments in the

word of God, holding faft the dotrine of total moral
“depravity, the unalterable nature of God’s pure Law, .

—theatonement by Chrift, the fovereignty of divine
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grace which renews the heart, the certainty of perfe-

verance in order to eterna! lifc : Holding alfo, the dec- -

trine refpe&ing the independency of churches, and vur-
felves as a body combined to form chritian acquan-
tance, and promore chriftian fellowthip, and o flreng-

then cach others hands in God. A&ung in confor-

mity to thefe ‘entimeats we fend this triendly iletter,
and pray, recave it as an unfeigned tc(hmony of our
fincere regrard to your prefent peace and ctermal felici-
ty. We carncﬁl y pray to God that you may walk,

unto all well pleafing, holding ‘faft the faithful word,

that the workers of iniquity may be reproved, and that
we by you may be refrethed, and rejoice with you ia
the pure fellow thip of the gofpcl Beloved, it is a time,
when the friends of God are loudly calied cpop to come
up to the help of the Lord againit the mighty, and
may our fouls bearmed for the biefled war. aslh"c
ever a day when there was more thick and palpably
black clouds arofe 1o darken the moral Heavens, than
this ? furely no, for falle do@rine and abominable prac-
tices are pouriag in on every fide, onc fais there is no
God, and another fays, thereisno Lerd Jefus, and an-
other holds up Heaven asa reward of creature-merit
by works, fome throw out all good works fcarcely al-
lowmg, that they are included in the gofpel fcheme, of
falvation, another comes preaching hope for devily

and damned men ; however,they preach it hereand not

where it belongs, and how it will ever be conve ecl

‘them we know net, unlefs that awful gulph can bc Y . |
ol-

ed up by the power of falfe do&rine ; norw ithﬁat

this ﬂood of {alfe dotrine has arifen like the fmdinS,
the bottomlefs pit to hide the light of the jun,vet £¢
ed be God, the famts can fec the pillar of firc, and30™

moft holy, vt loves his caufe and cares for his chlldte}?
Dear Brethren, ftand faft and laborin tfaith, that you"
may be counted worthy to ftand before the fon of man,
Let us rcjoice belicving that He who manifefted his
{cheme of government in grace in Eden’s Garden, arnd
has fince glorigufly carried it on,and wili continue fo
to do unul blocd and carnase cm"c and all Europe
are hufhed to peace, until the ecfpe! has a more glori-
ous [pread, and the Jews brouat tin to the chnttian

5
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 faith and own their blefled Lord. And alio, the king-

- dom of Heaven fhaken until ‘the church is brought info
priftine purity, and rejoice with joy unf{peakatle and
- full of glory. - This Ged will rule until alt his eleCt are
gethered in, and the fpmtual houfe finithed, and the
- myftery ofGod completed.” Itisa'trying time .with
Vthe churches, a day neither clear nor dark, buta mix-
ture of both, and we expe@ it will not clofe as other
-days, viz. in mght ; but end in one clear and erernal
day. Brethren we ftill defire a correfpondence with
~ you, and fhall always be glad to hear of your affairs, and
know how you do.
~ Brethren we commend ycu to God, and the word of
his grace, which is ahie to bulld you up, and give you
an inhcritance among ali them who are fanctified. We
‘wouid inform you that our prefent feffion has been at-
tended with fome tokens of God’s prefence. Beloved,
wc remain yours in gofpel bonds.  Fare-well.

AARON LELAND, Moderator.
ROBERT LOW, Clert.




