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AN

Ordination Sermon.
| ]

2 TIMOTHY v. g.
e——Do THE W ORK OF AN I VANGFLIST.—

HE OCffice and Work of a minifler

of the Gofpe!, muft be confidered as
moft facred and important. He is indced a mef-
fenger of the Lord ot hofts, an ambaffador of
Jefus Chnift, commiffioned and fent by kim to
preach the everlafting Gofpel to a dying world.
Hence we fee the propriety of the apofile’s fol-
cman charge in the context. I charge thee (faith
he) before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, who
at his appearing and Kkingdom {hall judge the
quick and dead, preach t/.»e werd.—How calcula-
ted this ferious addufs, to call up and fix the
attention of Timothy. Precach the word,be inftant
in {cafon, out of {calon, reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all long-fuflering and dodirine.

This folemn charge was inferced by feveral
weighty confideraticns, fuch as the prefence of the
rreat God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift the final
ﬁudgc. Allo, the appreaching declize of the
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Hate o religion, Tor faith the apoftle, the time
will come, when they will not endure found doc-
srizeeDut fhall oem iy their cars from the trush,
and {hall be torned unto fables.  But watch thou
s all things, eadure affliction, do the work of an
evanveiy!, make {ull preof of thy miniftry : for 1
ar now ready to be offered, 1 fhall foon be releaf-
b from theie bonds in w hich I am now held as
cpifoner j—the tinee of my departure is at hand.

\nd although T have neither firength, nor courage
o my own, yei through grace 1 have fought the
0 g fight, 1 have finithed my courfc, Thave kept

he faich; henceforth there is laid up for me a
CTOWD of richteoufnefs ; which the Lord the right-
COUS hwc fhall give me at that day ; and not to
sue only, but unto all them alfo who love his ap-

aring, Surcly words could not be clothed with
awiere {slemnity ; nor duty urged by reafons more
Hnnu rallt.
'This dyl g, but trivmphant addrefs of the

apoile, can hardly fail of exciting in the breaft
of every iaithful minifter, the moft ardent defire to
emulate this holy man. 1 have finithed my cour{c,
faith he ; 1 fhall no more travel from place to
placc, to make known aSaviour's love.  The time
of my departure is at hand. I muft fhortly put

{T this tabernacle ; and yeall among whom Thave
eone preaching he kingdor of God, hall fee my
tuce no more.  But thou my fon Timothy, be
ftvang in the grace which is in Chrift Jefus ; and
with all - watchfulnefs, patience, and dﬁlgcnce
cnthe werk of an cvangelifi.
" {norder to aflift your inquiries upon the pref-
¢nt occalion, we firall attcmpt to confider,

1. "The Office of an Evangelift.
1. 'The neceffary Qual:fications, And

il The ‘mportan: Work,

&




I. Then, weare to confider the Office of an
evangelift,

This Office has been thought by many, to
have been below Apoitles and Prophets ; and
above Paftors and Teachers; and allo, to have
been extraordinary, and ro have ccaled with the
apoftolic age. But whether this opinion were
juflly founded on fcripture cvidence, will more
fully appearas we procecd.

The term evangeliff, is derived from a Gree:
word, which fignifies a mefenger, o carrice of geod
tidings.  Aand to whom can this title be applied
with more propriety, than td minifters of the
Gofpel, who are fcnt with the glad tidings of fal-
vation by Jefus Chrift ?

The word evangelift, is but twicc'ufed in cur
tranflation excepting in the text. 'The firft is in
theaccount given of Paul and his company, who
came to Cefarea, and entered into the houfe of
Philip the evangelif. *  Whether he were fo called
to denote his office, or to diftinguith him from an
apoftle of the fame name, is not certain. The
account given of him, is, That he was driven cut
of Jerufalen: by Paul while a perfecutor, and that
he fled to Samaria, and preached the word in that
city ; and baptized thofe who became converts to
Chriftianity.  From thence he went towards
Gaza, and in the way he joined the Ethiopian's
chariot ; preachcd Jefus to him, and baptized
him. And after this he was found at Azotus, and
pafling through, he preached in all the cities till
he came to Cefarea.

~ There is nothing in this account, that would
lead us to {uppofe %’hilip to be above ordinary
Paftors and Teachers. He preached the Gofpel,
and baptized thofc who were converted under his
miniftry. Do not ordinary Tecachers do the fame ?
He did not lay hands upon them in order to their

,.! A&S XXio 180
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receiving the Holy Ghoit, as that was not the
work of ordmn‘y mlmfh,u but lett that for the
apoftles to do.

Belides, he is faid to be one of the feven of
whom mention is made Acts vi. ¢, who, from the
natare cf their appointment have gcnemxly been
thought to be Deacons.  And noperfon it is pre-
fumed, would attempt to prove their office to be
above Paftsrs and Teachers.

The other inftance, is in Paul's account of
the Gifts beftowed on the Church by her aftend-
ed Lord, Who gave foine Apofles, and fome Propbet.r,
and fomz Evanzelifige and fom: Faftors and Teachers.®
The ar frument in Tavour of the opinion now undet
confideration, is principally drawn, from the order
in which the Glfts are here placed Buat it docs
not appear Conziilve, 3y more than the Papific.!
argumeat in f1vour ot the Priarity and Saprcm'*
of Peter, becaufe he is mentioned before the othe:
apoftles.  They could net all be ‘'mentionad _ﬁrﬁ,

We will now, my dear hearcrs, confider this
office more plmcularly as 1t relates to Timothy.
He is charsed in thetext to do the work of air cvan -
gelift., ILm.c it 15 evident he was of this charac-
ter. Dutwhat propricty would there be, in giving
the fame things 1n charge to ordinary Icuhm,
which were given to L\'JII‘)'Cl!ﬂS, in cale they werg
far above them in ofize 2 1e is preftmed, Paul
would not have charged Timothy to have donc
the worL of an apo’i‘/e ; unlefs he were fatisfied,
“thatthe fzus of an apoltle, could have been wrought
by hlm. 1‘

FHave not the two epiftles to Timothy and the
oncto Titus (who were both evangelifts) been con-
fidered by Chriftians in every age, as a principal
dircctory to minifters ? And has there ever been a
charge given when fetting them apart to the facred
oilice, thatthe fentiments, and much of the language

* Eph. iv. 11, | A&s v. 12, and 2 Cor. xii. 12,
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Were not taken from thefc epiftles ? T conclude not.
If the office of an evangelit were extraordinary, and
‘ceafed with the apoftolic age, there would feem a
manifeft inipropriety in giving the {fame things in
charge to minifters of the prefent day, which were
given to them.

Although I would not rafhly leave the beaten
path, or renounce the judgment of thofe, to whofe
fuperiour learning and abilitics I owe a deference ;
yet I will hazard an opinon, that the prin-
cipal diffcrence between an Evangelift, and Paf-
tors and Teachers, was this ; the former was fent to
itinerate from place to place, and {pread the glad
tidings of falvation far and wide,; alfo occafionally
to adminifter ordinances ; * whilft the latter had
the charge of fome particulap Church or Flock, and
their adminiftration morc immediately confined to
them. + | |
The account given of Timothy, well agrees
with this idea of an evangelift. He was a compan-
ion of the apoftle in his travels; and was fent by
him to Corinth, Philippi, and Theffalonica. But whe-
ther he ever had the paftoral care of the church at
Ephefus is difputed. It is however certain, that the
apoftle left him there for a {cafon, and afierwards
called himaway. £ He mightindeed have itinera-
ted for a feafon, and afterwards taken a particular
charge. |

From .hefe obofervations, we hope to be freed
from the charge of impropriety, in applying the
office of an evangelift, toany Chriftian Minifter or-
dained at large.  We therefore proeeed,

I1. To confider the Qualif.ations for this office.

'The leading, and abfolutely neceffary qualifica-
tionsof a preacher, confift chiefly, in natural gifts,
a heart fanétified by grace, a good degree of acquired
knowledge, and a fpecial call to the work.

B
? Alts viii.12, 38. +Chap. xx.28, § 1Tim. i. 3. and 2Tim.iv. 9:
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We begin then with natural Gifts @ for where
ithe foundation is not laid in nature, there is little
reafon to cxpeét the deficiency will be fupplicd,
either by grace or art.  Grace may fanctify, and Art

ay impsove 3 and yct neither fuliy fupply the want
of naruralabilities.  Weare all meinbers of one great
body, and every moinber has its proper office ; but to
put @ member in a place for which it was never de-
figned in nature, woukl evidently make a fchifm in
the body. And perhajs one reafon, why fo many
perfons appear to fo 11:‘;&0 advantage in the world, 1s
becaufe they act out of their proper place. )
' Among the natural Gifts neceffary, we may oba
ferve firft, o clear and comprehenfive wnderftanding,
A perfon wio canyot readily underftand the nature
of a propofition, or feel the force of an argument,
cannot be qualified toteach others. Whatever con-
fufion of ideas may be in his own underftanding, the
fame will attend his commi.nications to others.

Without that clearnefs of underftanding, which
fhall enable him in fome good dezree, to comprehend
tue general {yfiem of revealed Trueh, he will be con-
ftantly liable to give wrong conftrultions, and preach
inconfiftencies. We may nextadd,

 Svund judgment.  Soe there are, who appear to
Liave a confiderable ftock of knowledge snd informa-
tion; and yet want judgment to ufe it to their own
advantage, or to communicate it in a profitable ac-
ceptable manner to others.  Rvery thing ie beautiful
in its feafon. The want of judgment o time things
properly, often prevents their good ¢Feét ; and fome-
times occafions great confufion. A nreacher ought
to be able to judge when to {peak, and when to refrain
from fpeaking. When to rebuke, and when o confile ;
when to reprove, and when to exbort and conifort his
hearers,

To a glear underftanding and accurate judg-
ment we may add, a retentive memory. It will be ac-
knowledged however, that all ufeful teachers are not
blefled alike with this gift, Butas the Gofpe' is faid

A
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to be committed to earthen veflels, it1s prefumed they
will retain in their memories, much of its precious
treafure.  ‘The mind richly turnithed with fruth, will
enable the preacher t tning out of this treafure, things
both new and old.  Befides, it a perfen were to begin
to ftudy the oracles of truth, and could not retain n
memory each part, liow couid he conneét the whole ?
1f he were to read in the Revelation of John, the glori-
ous triumphs of the conquering Redeemer ; and that
he hath upon his vefture a name written—XinG of
kings and Lorp of lords; he might forget that the
jame Perfon had been mentioned in Genefis under the
charaéter of the feed of the wornan, which fhould bruife
the ferpent’s head.

But fome there are, no doubt, who can think ac-
curately, and form to themfelves a rational {fyftem ; and
vet cannot communicate their ideas in an eafy, inftruc-
tive manner to others. Hence itis neceflary that the s
fhould be Apt 10 teach. This may be confidered as 4
natura! gift, rather than any thing acquired. This
necefla:y trait in the minifterial charaéter was not cinit-
ted by the great apoftle.

Aptnefs to teach, does by no means confift i an
empty loquacity ; norin a man’s being 2ble to tell all
that he knows : but in his being able to arreft the at-
tention of his audience (pot for the moment to make
them ftare) but to hold the mind in pleafing captivity ;
and by a foft, irrefiftable eloquence, to infufe fenti-
ments of truth into the foul ; and in fuch a manly, ra-
tional manner, exhibit ideas to the underftanding, =s
{hall leave the moft indelible impreffions.  But go-d
natural abilities, and a bad heart, would but furnifh a4
man to do mifchief; therefore we proceed, |

2. To confider Grace, as an :mportant qualifica-
tion in 1 teacher, By grace, we meana gracious prin-
ciple irnplanted in the foul, producing holy aff¢¢tion :
for a gracelefs preacher of the Gofpel of the Grace of
God, would feem g very inconfiftent charaéter.  Wg
cannot fuppofe that the all-gracious Redeemer would
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capler Wabees to warch over, to feed and comfort his
Tambs.Y TZow can a perfon teach another the way,
which he ne o knew hindelt ] May he not properly
be called a biir. Leador of the blind 2 Or how could
he defcribe e wonite ovil of Gn, whieh he had never
{een, or fuow e exvoled fituation of the finner, if he
had rever )t it himfelf? And how faintly would he
defzribe the triinite charms and lovelinefs of aSaviour,
whefe Uzauwte had never attralted his heart! < It
would be extremely difficult,” faid an ingenious Wri-
ter, * for 5 man ro perfuade me, that he was anxioufly
concerned for the {alvation of my foul, who never took
any care ot hi: own, 1” .

The minit.er of the Gotpel, is not to direst in-
quiring fouls to gs to Chrift; but to invite them to
« comeand fee ;” which fuppofes, he has found, and is
in pofleffion of the good he rccommends.  But he muft
add to his faith, not orly virtue, but knowledge alfo.

Which brings us.

3. To confider, wha: . "yuircments are necefiary,
He that teaches ¢he know! et of God'to inankind,
can never have too mach inte-mation himfelf.  Yet
fome particular 2a»nnirements are more efpecially ne-
ceflary.  As firfl, a thorough knowiedge of the fyftem
of revealed Truth.  The inipired Scriptures, are prof-
mable for doétrine, for reproct, for ¢orre&ion, fer in-
trutionin righteoulnels; that the man of God may be
thorouelly furnifbed unto all good woirks.  No other

knewl:doe can male up a deficiency b this, It was

* Theinftaace of Judas, has often been men‘ioned by thofe
wiio plead for gracelefs minifters, as authorizing fuch a pro-
cedure @ ¢ Yor,” fay they, ¢ Chrift chofe him| am.cug the reft.”
Ye 75 true he chofe twalve, sue of whom he faid was a devil ; and
1t way be remembered there was a prophecy to be fulfilled,
which none but a devil, cr on« under hisinfluc. ce, could accom-
plifh ; for no real f1iend could have betrayed and fold Chrift for
wiirty pieces of dilver. Dut however, if any chcofe to bz confid-
¢.2d as the fucceilors uf Judas, we fhull not pretend to centro-
veet the jultice of their ~luim.

+ Locke on Teleration,




13
fail of Timothy, that from a child he ha.d knpx‘vn the
holy fcriptures, which are ablg to make him wife unto
falvation, through faith in Chrift Jefus.

Next to the knowledge of the truth, which we
preach, we may fuppofe 1t ncceﬁ;}ry to have a gogd
underftanding of the language which we make ufe of in
our adminiftrations.  Although Paul did pot aficét
excellency of fpeech, or ufe inticing words of man'’s
wifdom ; yet he exhoited Titus to ule found [peech,
that could not be condemned.

The knowledge of the dead langitages, though
highly defireable, 1s not thought abfolutely neceffary.
For although Chrift upon certain occafions, and for
particular purpofes, beftowed the Gift of tongues up-
on the apeftles ; yet even at the day of Penticoft, we
have no reafon to fuppofe they fpake with any more
tongues, than there were perfons of different langua-
ges to hear them. Noris it certain that they had this
Gift atall times, to make a wanton ule of at cheir owa
pleafure. Thereis lefs evidence ftill, that ordinary
teachers, even of the apceltolic age, were favoured
with the gift of tongues.  Bu: however, if any are {o
highly favoured as to fay with the apoftle, < I thank
my Goa I {peak with tongues more than youall ;” let
them not forger that he adds, “yet in vlic Chuica 1
had rather fpeak five words with my underftanding,
that by my voice I might teach others alfo, than ten
thoufand words in an unknown tongue.” *

Alfo, a good knowledge of ecclefiaftical hitory,
1s to be confidered as a very neceflary and interefling
acquirement. From this fource, we are able to trace
the footfteps of the flock of Chrift back to the early
dawn of Chriftianity. 'We learn what fcenes of diftrefs
the Church has pafed through ; what perfecutions the
has endured for his name’s fake, and not fainted.
Alfo, what Declenfions and Refermations have fuc-
ceeded each other ; together with the accomplifhiment
cffeveral feripture prophecics,

¢ z Cor, xiv. 18, 19.
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It will be granted that there are many other
uleful ucquirements, though not {o abfolutely neceflary
to quaiify a perfonto preach the Gofpel.  Suchas a
general knowledge of the Arts and Sciences, and of
human nature.  Thefe are to be confidered as
uieful appendages, rather than conftituent parts.
But althcugh a man were pofleffed of all the accom-
plithments which have now been defcribed, yet « How
fhould he preach except he be fent ?”’* Which brings us,

4. To confider the Cal/ to this important work.

INo man taketh this honor unto himfelf, but he
that is called of God.—And though we do not expeét
minifters in the prefent day, to be called and qualified
1n the fame extraordinary manner as the apoftles were ;
yet undoubtedly if they would claim that precious
promife, “Lo I am with you;” they muft be fatisfied
that Chrift has called them to the work.

There are various opinions refpecting the nature
of this Call; and what are fuflicient evidences of it.
Some have fuppofed, that a defire for the falvation of
fouls, and to fee the Redeemer’s intereft advanced, is a
fufficient warrant to engage in the work. But thefe
defires are not peculiar to minifters ; all good men have
them in a greater or lefs degree ; and efpecially young
converts, when they are firfl brought to the knowledge
and love of Chrilt, have ftrong defires that others
thould enjoy the fame happinefs ; but we cannot {uppoft
every good man called to be a preacher.  Others con-
fide in that ftale maxim, vox populi, vox Dei; but
we are affured, that the people have often chofen falfe
prophets to prophecy fmooth things, whom God faid
he had not fent, and that they prophecied lies in his
name.

But may we not rather conclude, that thofe whom
Chrift Calls, he firft fixes their heart upon the work ;
{0 that like Mofes they are willing to forego the pleaf-
ures of a court, and fuffer afliGtion with the people of
God.  And although the Church may appear like the

.‘ RUmO xo ,50
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burning bufb, they are willing to devote themfelves to its
fervice—We¢ inay alfo fuppofe that a treafuie of the
word is commitred to them ; o that they may Gy with
the Prophet, 1lis word is in my heartasa burning fire
in my bones, Lam weary with forbearing, and I can-
not ftay.* It is not the profpedl of worldly pomp and
glory ; but the luve of Chrift which conftrain: them to
preach. A difpenfation of the Gofpel being thus com-
mitted to them, they feel a neceffity laid upon them to
preach 1t

Thefe impreffions of truth upon the mind, to-
gether with the coincident events of divine providence,
will undoubtedly afford fatisfactory evidence refpaéting
a Call to this work. And if like Paul they are not
difobedient to the beavenly call, they may hope for the
approbation of their God, whilft they cheertfully and
faithfully, do the work of an evangelift.

From this brief view of the Office and Qualifica-
tions of an evangelift, we proceed,

JII. To confider the Work.

This work is principally contained, in the folemn
charge in the context; Preach the Word. 'To preach
the word undoubtedly implies, the whole fyftem of
doltrines revealed in the Bible.—It will be natual to
begin,

1. With the Being ofa God ; as the belief of this
article is the foundation of all religion.

The light of nature, as well as the written word,
afferts his being and perfe€tions. Whereever we turn
our eyes we are ftruck with evident marks of divinity.
As when we view a curious machine, and ubferve now
the complicated parts move and acl: upon each other,
we at once infer, that it muft have been conftrutted by
{fome defigning agent. In like manner when we behold
the ftupendous fyftem of the univerfe, the regular
erder, harmony, and eftablithed laws by which all the

# Jer. xx. g,
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parte o7 dhis valt machn - move and act; we feel the
jrrefiftable (vidence, that = could not be the work of
undzfigning Chance ; but of cae all-wife, and powerful
Jehovah.

And although by the vifible things which are
made and feen, is underftood his eternal Power and
Godhead ; yet 1t hath pleafed God to make more clear
and familiar difplays of himfelf in his word.  Herein
he hath revealed himfelf in the charater of Triune God.
A Trinity in Unity.  Reafon and Philofophy, have
pretended either to comprehend or reject the inexpli-
cable truth; but ftill it remains a part of the word
which we have to preach.

I fhall not attempt a full elucidation of the dot-
rine, but content myfelf with mentioning two or three
paffages of fcripture, which appear to me clearly to
affert it.  John declares, that there are Three that bear
record in heaven, The Faruer, the Worp, and the
HouLy Guost, and thefe THree AR ONE. The
apoftle Paul in his benedition upon the Church at
Corinth, blefled them in the name of Fatber, Scn, and
Hely Ghoff.  Peter addrefled his brethren, as Elect
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through fan&ification of the Spirsr, and fprinkling of
the blood of Fefus Chriff.  Thus we find the apottles
agreed in afferting this fubiime, this incomprehe=nfible
truth.*

It has been 2 queftion with fome, Whether the
{criptures attribute perfonality to the Spirit ? To which
it may be anfwered, that Chrift, when fpeaking of the
Spirit,ufes the perfonal pronouns, He, and Him. 1 will
fend Him unto you, and when HE is come, He fhall
not {peak of Him:eLF, &c.

It will not hence be concluded, that the Chriftian
believes in three Gods, nor in one God and two emana-
tions ; but in One God in Three Perfons.

We are not only to preach that God 45, but that he

® 1 Johnv. 7. z. Cor. xiii, 14, 1 Pet, i, 2,
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is a rewarder of all them that diligently feek him, 1n
his word he hath revealed his lovely perfections, and
procleimed his name to be The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and abundant in
- goodnefs and truth,  Keeping mercy for thoufands,
forgiving iniquity, tranfgreffion, and {in ; and that will
by no means clear the guilty.  Whoisa God like unto
him, That pardoncth iniquity, and paffeth by the tranf’.
gle(ﬁons of the remnant of his heritage ? He retaineth
not his anger for ever, becaufe he delighteth in mercy.*

The New Teitament wricers declare that God is
bove ; and that he fo loved the World, that he gave nis
only begottén Son, that whefoever behcveth in hm
might not perith but have everlafling life.  And that
God is in Chrift reconciling the World unto himfelf,
not imputing their trefpaffes unto them.
- 2. In preaching the word, it may be neccﬂ'ary

ext to bring into view the charaer of man, and con-

fider him 1n his prefent fallen ftate, It 1s evident he
is not what he once was.  God hath made man upright,
but they have fought out mary inventions.  When he
firft came out of his Creator’s hand, he was hke Li:
other works, pronounced good.— But not long after
God declared that All flefo had corrdpted his way ;—
and that every imagination of the thoughss cithe hear:
was oaly evil continually.t  David, in a very ftriking
manner, thus defcrioes the infidelity and depravity of
man, The fool hath faid in his heart there 135 no God.
And when the Lord looked from heaven to fce if there
were any which fought after God; it was faid, They
are all gone afide, thc*y are altogether become filthy ;
there is none that doeth good, no notone. §  The
whole head s fick, and the whole heart faint. | The
fcriptures are full of this doltrine ; and daily, rnelan-
choly obfervation, evinces the truth of it.

But it is not cnough for a preacher to tell men
that they are depraved : itis neceflaryto tell them what

® Exod. xxxiv, 6, 7. and Mic. vii. 18. 4 Gen, vi. §-=-17.
§ L, xiv. 1, 30} Ifa, 5. 5.
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depravity confifts in. There are many who are willing
to allow that they are depraved, but at the fame time
confider this as an excufe for theis wicked conduét.
Such perfons thouid be told, that depravity does not
confift in the lofs of any of the #atural facultics neceflary
to love and obey God ; but in a wicked indifpefition to
that which is nght; and a fixed, voluntary bias to
that which isevil. And the reafon why wicked men
do not love moral beauty and excellence, is not from
any defect inthe natural faculties,butthewant of a right
difpofition of heart.  The finner cannot love God,
becaufe he hates him; and he hates him, becaufe he
choofes to hate him. He does not come to the light,
becaufe he loves darknefs rather than light. T  The
wretchednefs of man in his fallen ftate, does not confift
in the lofs of natural abilities, but in the want of a right
difpofition to improve them; and is not to be confid-
ercd fo much his misfortune, as his crime.

'This being the nature of depravity, it is eafy to
fee the abfurdity of pleading it as an excufe, for our
remaining impenitent, or negleting to comply with
whatever God requires.  Our being indilpoted to that
which is right and fir, cair never leffen our obligation.
Our obligation to love and ferve God, does not arife
from cur difpolition to love; but from our capacity,
and the fuitablenefs of the Object. Therefore, {o long
as our capacity for loving moral excellence remains,
and God continues to be worthy of the Love, Rever-
ence, ool Efteem, of rational beings, our obligation
muodt continue.  Hence we are led to fay with the
Apoftle ; The law 1s holy, and the Commandment
holy,.and juft, and good ; but we are carnal, fold under
fin. In which ftate we fhould for ever remain, ifinfi-
nite goodnefs did not interpofe.—W hich leads us,

3. To obferve, that in preaching the word, or
doing the work of an Evangelift, it will be neceffary to
hold up to view the covenant of Redemption, as inclue
ding the Atonement made by Chuift,

1 john iii. 1,

C g
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It is evident from the facred wnitings, that He who
calleth things which are not, as though they were ; and
who clearly fees the end from the beginning, did forefee
that fate of guilt and ruin, in which fin would involve
the World. Therefore, God early entered into cove-
nant with his Son, to redeem from guilt and mifery
t~= chofen race.

One interetting article of this covenant, was, That
the Son of God’s love, thould in the fulnefs of time be
born of a woman ; aud that he fhould be made under
the {fame /aw which man had tranfgrefled, that he might
Redeem them which were under the law, that we mighe
receive the adoption of fons.*  This great affair was
tranfacted in the Perfon of the Lorp Jrsus CHRIsT ;
who lefe t*.c height of celeftial glory, and took ca him
the form: of a fervant ; and being found in fathion asa
man, he humbled himielf, and became obedient unto
death. +

Chiitt, in order to magnify the Law and make it
honourable in the view of all intelligent beings,yielded
the moft unreferved and perfeét obedience to its pre-
cepts ; and teftified that one jot or tittle of it thould not
fail 'ull all were fulfilled.  This he did not from ne-
ceflity, but of a willing mind. < Thy law,” faid he,
“1s in my heart. I delight to do thy will, O God.”
This pertect obedience of our glorions Redcemer to the
divine law, abundantly demontftrated that the law was
good. And in this way, as well as by his dectrine, he
condemned fin in the flefh.

But, it was not the fpotlefs purity of his nature,
nor the perfect obedience of his life, that could make
Atonement for the tranfgreffions that were under the
firft covenant.f The Lamb of God muft bleed !
This commandment he received of his Father, to lay
down his life. §}  Hence the blood of Chrift is called
the dlood of the covenant, and of the everlafting covenant. §

® Gal. iv. 4, 5. + Phil. ii. 7, 8. 1 Or Teftament, See Heb. ix:
15. N John x, 18, § Legh. ix, 13, Heb. xiii, z0.



"I'his blood [peakethy beiter things than that of Abel.
W hether this Atonement, made by Chrift, be fuf-
fcient for the Whole human iace, or onl) a part;
or whether the Redemption is to be coniidered General
v Par ticudar, Lus long been difpured. 1f we include
in Bdemption the ddwcumc of the fubjet, it s,
nndovbtediy, Particuier ; butif nothing moie be meant,
thain fansty é‘twu to the Law of God, it feems more
coniftent "t confider it Geeral.  "That Law muft
have been completely honouied to fave one of the hu-
an racc: ttrequired no more to fave millions. It
ﬂ! not be tuppoled that Chrift {uficred for finners
wdividually 5 for A, a ceitain quanuy, for B,lefs, and
for €, mere; tor then muft he have often {uffered fince
thie world began ; but now once in the end of the world
heth he appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of
limfeif,  And by tlis one-offering he hath perfected
for ever them that arc fanctified. * It therefore tollows,
that thofe who embrace the falvation of Chrift, will
havea w noie Saviour, as completely as if only they
were f.,wM And on the other hand, thofe who reject
C}n‘iﬁ, will be guilty of rejecting and fetting at naught
thie whole of his verit @ nd fuffes] 108gs.

I'roin this view or the {ubj L& the preacher of the
Golpel wili iwel hm{mt at hbeny, to predd far and
wv_d the name of the Saviour; ; and invite the ends of
the earth to look uato him and be faved. I He wili
fell the pr nﬂlmg (inner, that ke that believeth and is
baprized fhall be faved ; and he that believeth not {hail
be damnsd. He wili urge 1t as the commend of Ged,
that all sen every where repent. *  And will encourage
<he penttent finser to hepe nthe mercy of that Saviour )
n whom we have redemption through bis leed, even the

jorgivenefs of fins.t

W hilft we meditate upon the wonders of redeem-
1i3g love, and proclaim the efficacy of the blood of the
Crofs ; we feel our fouls eztand with g.. aude tothe

T I xlve 220 % AQts xvit. 30, Ce: b1y,
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[.amb that was flain, and exclaim with the Feavenly
hott, 'Thou art worthy to take the book and apen the
feals thereof ; for thou walt flamn, aud halt redeemed
us to Ged by thy bloed, out of ¢very kindred, and
tongue, and people, and ration. *—LBur we haften,

4. To thow the necellity of the influerces of ié
Spirit, to regenerate, and form the heart anew.,

Notwithftanding the rich, and ample .provifion
which (God has made for the falvation of finners ; and
the friendly overtures of 1nercy, contained in the
Proclamation of the Gofpel; the heart of the finner
ftill retains its nmative enmity. And the Preacher of-
ten has to make the melancholy complaint, Lord who
hath believed our report, and to whom hath the arm
of the Lerd been revealed ? Like his Divine Mafter,
he preaches, that men muft be barn again. At the
{ame time he knows, that the Spirit, (though like the
wind, it blows where it lifteth) muit effe@ the work.
He knows that the Holy Spirit muft take of the things
of Chrift, and thow them unto his people, or they will
never know them favingly.

This will lead him to feel his dependence on
God, and to be much in prayer for the influences of
the Spirit to accompany his adminiftrations, that they
may be profitable to his hearers. Always bearing 1n
mind that Paul may plant, and Apolios water ; but it
1s God alone who can give the increafe.  1f the minif-
ter of Chrift 1s blefled with fuccefs, he does not at-
tribute 1t to his ownikill or exertions, knowing that
““ it 1sthe Spirit that quickeneth ;” and nothing fhoit
of the  Spirit of him that raifed vp Jefus from the
dead,” can effect the work., And whatever preten-
{ions any may make of being the children of God who
are not 1nfluenced by his Spirit ; he is aifured, that

““as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the funs of God.” We come,

§. Voobferve, That the preacher in deing the
work of an evangelift, will conltanty inculcace upon

* Rey, v, o
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his hearers, the neceflity of Repentance towards God,
and Zaith in our Lord Jefus Chrit. He will endea-
vour to imitate thofe who went out and preached, that
men fbould repent.  Nor will fpare to ufe the plain
language of his Saviour, and tell the thoughtlefs Epi-
cure, and the felf-deceived hypocrite, with all other
impenitent {inners, that Except they repent they fhall
all likewife perith. He will tell them, that true re-
pentance 1s a Godly forrow for fin, arifing from a fenfe
of the holinefs and purity of the divinelaw ; and from
the infinitely evil, and odious nature of fin.  He will
urge repentance, as prefent duty, and not diret the
{inner to a courfe of preparatory exercifes, in order to
fit him for it.

The preacher will inforce this duty by fhowing
the expofed fituation of the impenitent, and the utter
impoflibility of their enjoying heaven with fuch a ftate
of mind. Mbntives to this duty may be drawn from
the Divine Commands which enjoin it ; the goodnefs
of God which leads to it; and the certainty of death,
where repentance will be hidden froni their eyes. And
left ary fhould be hardened through the deceitfulnefs
of fin, and {o remain impenitcnt, he will tell them that
'The ax now lics at the root of the trees, and every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit will be hewndown
and caft into the fire.*

He will alfo connect with evangelical repentance,
Faith in our Lord Jcius Chrift.

Faith in Chnft is not diftinguifhed from repentance,
as proceeding from a different fource or principle, but
as being a different exercife of the Soul.  Repentance,
implies a view of the righteoufnefs, holinefs, and purity
of God’s Law ; and a fenfe of the juftice, and equity of
the funtence paffed on the tranfgreflor; whie Faith
brholds the glorious Surety fuftering the torturing
pains of the 1ignominious Crofs, to make Atonement
for the guilty ; and theseby, becoming the end of the

* I Latt. iii. 1Q.
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Law for ngleouinels o every one that believeth.
Faith is the evidence of things not {een, and  the {ub-
ftance of things hoped for. It receives the truth upon
the credit e Divine tefimony ; and cheerfully fets to
its feal, that God is true.

~ The neceflity of faith, appears evident from the
nature of things, as well as from the plain declarations
of truth: for how could a perfon be influenced, either
by the threatenings or promifes of a Being, whofe ex-
iftence he did not believe in. But the teftimony of
truth muft be heard.

Mark, when, recording the grea: Commiffion,
authorizing the Difciples to go inte all the Warid and
preach the Gofpel to every Creature, adds, He that
belicveth and is baptized, fhall be faved ; but he that
believeth not, fhall be damned.* And the Apoftle
Paul declared that he received grace and apottlethiy,
for the obedience of faith (or that men might believe)
among all nations. + And, indeed, without faith, itis
impofiible to pleate God ; for he that believeth not the
record which God hath given of his Son, hath made
hima liar.f  Which muft be confidered asa contine
ued affront, offered to the Majefty of heaven,fo long as
the finner remains in unbelief,

From this brief view of the nature, and neceflity
of faith, the minifter of Chrift will always be ready to
give an anfwer to this anxious inquiry, What fhall I do
to be faved ¢ He will anfwer as the Apoftle did, Believe
on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved. Or
fhould any inquire what fhall we do to work the works
of God { The anfwer is ready, This is the wcrk of
God (or it is agreeable to his will) that ye believe on
him whom he hath fent. § .

Nor will the faichful minifter dare to treat th
matter in fuch an indifferent light,astolead his hearers
to {uppole, that the only difadvantage they wiil fuffer

e Mark xvi. 15. 16. + Rom. i. 5. and xvi. 26, 3§ Heb, xi.§,
3 John v, 19, § John vi. 29.
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by nct helieving, will be the want of prefent comfort
and fatisiaction, whiltt they may fuppofe their eternal
{late equally fafe withoutit. No ; but in the decided
linzuage of infpiration he will tell them, 1e that be-
11 vech on the Son, hath everlafting lik ; and he that
b.iieveth not the Son, thall not {ee life ; but the wrath
of God abideth on him.*

1'his faith, wich the Gofipel requires, is. fome-
thing more than the cold affent of the mind, wmat
Jefusis the Chrift. The Devils have as good a faith
as this, But the faith of the Gofpel, is a living ative
principle in the foul; it works by Love "and purnifies
the heart. It noz only trufls in. the Saviour’s merits
for parden andJuftification ; but yields a moft cheer-
ful, and vnreferved obedience to all his commands.
v 6. In forther purfuing this glorioas work ; the
Preacher will endeavour, not only to have his hearers
found m the faxh:; but careful, and diligent in the
praflital part of religion. He will infift on perfonal
holinsfs of heart and- life,as the only rational evidence of
grace. 'The foul cannot be pofleft of divine faith, and
not aét under the influence ofit. I will (faid Paul to
Titus) that thou. affirm conftantly, that they which
have believed in God, might be careful to maintain
good works' £ And my Brethren, We muft add to
our faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge, temperance,
patience, godlinefs, brotherly-kindnefs, and charity.

The prudeat Teacher, will guard his hearers
againft error upon the right hand and left. On the
onec hand he will caution them againft concluding,
that it is of little confequence what a man believes -
providing, he leads a moral, inoffenfive life. He vl
en lzaveur to thow them, that it 1s necceffary to be/r
right, in order to e right. On the other hand he wik
lead them ¢ fea, that an orthodox head, and a vicious
heart, wiil never make a Chriftian.

That tzith waich does not produce, or is not

¢ Joha iil. 36, § Tit il 8 2Pcti i 6, 7, 9. ¢+ Jamesii, 20,
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accompantied with good works, is dead. £ So alfo
thafe works which do not fpring from love, and are not
done 12 faith, cannot be good 1n a moral fenfe.

Our good works however, arc nottobe confidered
as the Caufe of our juftification ; but as the fruit and
evidence of it.  Hence it follows that faith and holinefs
uniting their influence in the good man, produce thofe
moral and focial virtues, which adorn and beaurify
the Canftian charalter. |

But it is not en>ugh that we begin well, and run
well for a feafon, we muft continue in welldoing. Hence

7. The Preacher will infilt on Perfeverance, in
order to enjoy the promife of eternal life. The juft
thall live by faith ; but if any man draw back, my {oul
fha'lhave no plealurein him, faiththe Lord.  Although
we Jo not believe that any who are {avingly renewed in
the {piric and temper of their minds, will ever fall
away fo as to be finally loft; yet they may greatly de-
cline as to the real life and power of godlinefs. And
if they become remifs and unwatchful, they may be
left to fall into temptation and fin, fo as to dithonour
G »], and wound their own fouls: But a Covenant-
God wili vifit their tranfgreffion with a rod, and thejr
iniquity with ftripes ; nzverthelefs, his loving-kindnefs
he will not utterly take from them, nor fuffer his faith-
fulness o fail.*  Thofe whom Chrift hath loved with
an everlafting love, who have been drawn to him by
his loving -kindnefs, he will continue to love to the end.

Neverthelels, Chriftians ought to be exhorted
to a vigorous and diligent perfeverance in holinefs, as
neceffary to their own comiort, and the edification of
others,  As men in general form their opinions of
religion more from the lives of its profeffors, taan frons
the doctrines they protefs.  And the promife is, He
that thail endure to the end, the fame {hall be faved.

Finally, the faithful minifter will keep back noth-
ng, that nugit be profitable to his hearers; he will
aot fhun ro declare the whole councilor God ; and wil}

D
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endeavour to keep himfelf pure from the blood of all
men.  Fle will preach Chrilt crucified, as the only
foundation of hope ; though it thoukl be a {tumbling-
bicck to fome, and foolithnefs to otheis,

8. And laftly. The Evangelift is not only to
preach the woid, but occafionally to adminifter the
Ordinances of Baptiim and the Lord’s Supper.  In
doing of which, he will ceniciencioufly adhere to the
inftitutions asthey were delivered by Chrift, and left on
record in the New Teftament. He will not know-
ingly adminifter either of the Ordinances to unqualified
{fubie@s, or ina way not particularly warranted by the
inflicution ; but will endeavor to keep them as ‘they
were delivered to the Church. co

Inthe faithful difcharge of this facred office, he
will deliver his own foul, and may be happily inftru-
mental of faving thofe who hear him.  He will enjoy
the fatisfation of an approving confcience, and will
be finally accepted of his Judge in peace.

- Having thus briefly confidered the Work of an
Evangelift, as was propofed; we come :now to clofe
with a few weords of addrefs. It may be proper to
begin with the Candidate for ordination. =~ =

My deay Brotber ; Y ouare this day devoting your-
felf to the fervice of God in hi. temple ; and in the pref-
ence of heaven-and earth, folemnly confecrating your
time and talents to the work of thé miniftry. o

~ Your work, though highly pl#aling and honorable,
will be difficult and arduous.  .An.Angel’s ftrength
would be infufficient for it.—~But you have the prom-
ifed influences of the Holy Spirit; and if Chrift has
called you to go and preach the Gofpel, he has faid,
Lo [ am with you.—

In difcharging the important duties of your of-
fice, you muft expect to meet with difficulties and tri-
als; but if you go in the name and ftrength of your
Mafter, you will be enabled to fay, None of thef

things move me. I can do all things through Chrift,
which fltengiheneth me,
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You will pumxt me, dear Sir, to obferve to you
the words of Chrift, in the fuft Commiffion gwen to
his difciples :  Behold (ﬁud he) 1 fend you forth, as
Sheep in the midft of Wolves; be ye therefore wiz as
ferpents, and harmlefs as doves. “Lhis wifiom alone e,
would form a difagrceable character. It might excie
fear and dread ; but could never command love il
efteem.  You will therefure fec the neceflicy of uniting
with it, the humble, harmlefs, loving diipofinon of the
Dove, in order to fux M an CI’lUlOm"" charalter; as this
oniy will make us wile to win houl The Iczvan!‘ of
the Lord muft not trive ; but be gentle to all me
in meeknefs inftruting thofe thac oppoic themi{ cn 3,

Your motives, my dear Brother, for engaging in
this facred work, are lnown only to God and your own
heart ; but from your fituaticn in life, and the advan-
tages you enjoy of a polite and liberal education; and the
hirtle profpeét you have of worldly aggrandizement, in
preaching the do&rine cf the Crofs, we are led to hope,
you are fincercly defirous of promoting the mory of
God, and the happinefs of your fellow-men.  Your
carly public profefion of religion ; your pious walk and
converfation ; togcther with the general approbation of
thole who have heard you, induce us to believe, that
Chrift hath called you as a chofen vefltly to bear his
name among the Gentles.

If Chiilt were now o put tie folemn queftion to
you my Brother, wiiich he once did to Peter; Simon
fon of Jonas loveft thou me? Could you la y your
hand upon ycur keart and L.y , Lorl, thoa knowelt
all things ; Thoy I ;zawrﬁ shat I lyve thee 2 1t o 5 go feed
his bhu:p and feed his Lambs.  Go 1 the futngth of
the Lord God, and fathfully Do the work of an
Evangelift.  ¥ndure hardnefs 1 2 good foldier of
Jefus Chrift.  Set your face as a flinty never fear the
frowns, nor count the fmiles ot a deccitilxl worid,

Taxe heed to yourfelf, and to your dod@rine,
Lt that cheertul fobriety, and decent gravity mark
your ¢onduct, that no man may uprc yeur youth,
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But be thou an example to the believers, in word, ig
converfation, in charity, in {pirir, in faith, and in puri-
tv. Letthe religion you preach to others be exem-
phhcd in your own life.

If Chuift has counted you faithful, and put you
into the miniftry, xemx,mber, to him you muft give
an account, when he fhall judge the quick and dead.

May the ever- bleﬁld influences of the Holy
Spirit {o accompany your labours, that you may have
1nany f{ouls given you as the feals of your miniftry here,
and which fhall be as ftars in your future crown of
rejoicing.  [inally, Be thou faithful unto death, and
Chrift will give thee a Crown of life,

My dear Brethren in the minifiry,

What caufe of thankfulnefs have we to the great
Head of the Church, that he is ftill raifing up and
fending forth Laborers into his vineyard !

It mutt afford peculiar pleafure, while we refle&t
that our FFathers who have borne the heat and burden
of the day; whofe hoary locks, and furrowed checks
preclaim, that the time of their departure is at hand ;
o fee that God i1s ruxﬁng up young men to fill their
their places.

T he prefent folemnity brings to remembrace that
happy day, when we pubiicly devoted ourfelves to the
work of the miniftry. But my Brethren, have we not
melancholy occafions to fay, “ We have been unprofit-
able fervants £ Shall we not then be excited to great-
¢r watchfulnefs and affiduity, in our Mafter’s Caufe,

I doubt not Brethren, but amidft all the darknefs
and trials of this prefent ftate, yeu can cheerfully fay,
“ We have a ﬂoodly Licritage amgncd us. The Lord
is our inheritance.”

Our time Brethren, is fhort; 1t may be very
fhort ; our work 1s great, and the reward glorious.
L.t us emulate the noble example of our glorious Re-
decm’er, who, For the joy that was fet before him, en-
duicd the crofs, and defpifed the thame. May we
keep curfelves pure fiom the blood of allmen ; and ag
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laft when we fhall be called to give an account of our
charge, may we be enabled to prefent our dear Flocks
and fay, Here we are and the children whom thou hait
gracioufly givenus.  And through the merits of the
Saviour, may we then find adinittance into the joys of
our Lord.

The prefent occafion will al{o afford joy to all the
pious friends of Religion, of every denomination.

My Chrijtian Friends ; Your enlarged fouls have
been taught to rejoice, in the general profpeity of the
Redeemer’s kingdom. You have not the {ad occafion
this day to iay, There are none ofall the Sons of Zicn
which fhe hath brought forth, to take her by the hand.
You fee that God is raifing up young men, and calling
them into the miniftry.  You will remember that
minifters are called earthen veffels; and of themfelves
they are empty ones ;—as fuch therefore, let me intreat
you to carry them in your addrefies to the throne of
grace, to the Fountain, to be filled, that they may come
to you in the fulnefs of the blefling, of the Gofpel of
Chrift. Our preaching will not profit you, wnlefs
our Mafter comes with us. For we preach not our-
{elves, but Chrift Jefus the Lord; and ourfelves your
fervants for Jefus’ fake.

While Ged continues us to preach, and you to
hear, may our improvement and happinefs be mutual ;
‘ull we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfet man,
unto the meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift;
and are tranflated from thefe abodes of ferrow and
darknefs, 1nto thofe bright realms cf eternal day.
Where we fhall behold uncreated Beauty; and with
ineffable joy, drink of thofe rivers of pleafure which
flow atGod’s right hand, for ever and ever.

"T'o conclude,

Dear fellow finners ;

If fuch there are, in this folemn, this liftening
Affembly ; you will not be offended at the plainnefs.
of this addrefs, | |
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We lool upor: you with a heart-felt concern ; and
as ambaffadors for Chrift, as though God did befeech
you Ly LS 3 WE pray you In Chiift's ftead, be ye rec-
orciled to God, W cannot feel indifferent to your
immertal interefts 3 but knowing the terror of the
Lord, we would fain perfuade you, to flee from the
wrath to come, and lay hold on the hope fet before you
in the Gofpel.  We confider you as a part of our
charge, for whofe fouls we watch as thofe who muit
give account at the greatday. 1f we do it with grief,
itmuit be unpretitable for you.

O Sirs, perhaps fume of you, have almoft run your
race ; the (hudows of the evening begin to ftretch
over you. Some of your laft finds are falling : and
O l-~—dreadtul to comdcr ! no preparation for eter-
nity ! Has Chiift Commiflfioned and fent forth his
minifters to preach the everlafting Gofpel ? Then take
~heed how you hear ; left you mourn at laft and fay,
How have | hated inftruction, and my heart defpried
reproot! And havenot obeyed the voice of my teachers,
nor inciined mine ear to them that inftructed me 2 ¥
qu you immediately embrace the Saviour, before

o pit fhut its mouth upon you ; and the things which
cencern your everlafting peace be lnddf*n from your
cycs.

Many more there are in this dear aﬁ‘embly, who
are now in the bloom of life.  'Who can forbear re-
mirding you of the importance, of remembring your
Creator 1n the days of your youth; and of devoting
your early years to his fervice ? You this day behold
one of your fcllow youth, publicly engaging in the
Caufe of Chrift ; and devoting his fervice to your beft
interefts. IJe *"pre not his youth ; but as you have op-
portunity liften to his inftrultions, and council.

As you my young friends have been favoured
with a religious education, and enjoy the bleflings of a
grcachcd Guipel ; your obligations muft be Greag

® Prov. v, 12, 13,

.
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O let not all thefz advantages be loft, and ym%{ouls
loft for ever. "Z'cday if you wiil hear his voice; harden
not your heart. it 1s yet an accepted time, and a day
of falvation. Your hecarts are now fufcepiible of the
lmprefﬁons of truth; buta habit in fin may render
thicm callous.

You may fancy to yourfelves that the bright {cene
of life is now but juft opening ; but remomber it _may
clofe cre you are aware, and all your future proip: cts
clofe with 1it, The awful hour is faft approaching,
when conditions of pardon will no more be offered.
The mild tone of mercy which has {o long founded in
your ears, will give place to the ftern voice of juftice.
Then he that is unrighteous muft be unrxohteous full ;
and he that is holy, muft be holy ftill.

May God of his infinite mercy prepare us all to
do his wxll here, and at laft receive us to the uninter-
rupted en oyment of himfelf in glory, through Jefus
Chuift, to whomn be glory in the Church for. . ver.,
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