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1 Tim. iv. 10.

“ T4KE HEED UNTO THYSELF, AND UNTO THE
LBOCTRINE ; CONTINUE IN THEM : FOR IN
DOING THIS THOU SHALT BOTH SAVE THY-
SELFy AND THEM THAT HEAR THEE.”

IIL difpenfation of the gofpel makes known the

counfels of cternal love to the children of men.

It publifhes the great doctrine of reconciliation. It

bcams 2 heavenly light upon the devious path of the

loncly pilgrim, It offers its fweeteft confolations to

foothe diftrefled virtue, and condudts the weary trave-
cller to cverlalting reft.

How Dbeautiful then upon the mountains muft the
fcet of him be who bringeth thefe good tidings ? who
publifheth falvation ; who fayeth unto Zion, Thy
God reigneth !

‘To be entrufted with the gofpel of the grace of
God ; to be employed in recovering loft finners to
the forfeited favour of their offended Sovereign ; and
in conduéting them in the way that leads to glory,

honour, immortality and cternal life ; muft be con-
fidered
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fidered as one of the moft honourablc, moft diflicult,
moft refponfible trufts ever confided to man. Who
indeed is fufficient for thefe things ? You will hence
ice the propriety of the addrefs in the text.

Timothy was endeared to the Apottle, not only by
the common ties of Chriftianity, and thofc which
arofc from their being fellow-labourers in the famc
vineyard of God ; but from his being one of the
{eals of his miniftry,—* his own fon in the goipcl.”

We are not to conclude from the folemn charge
given in thefe epiftles, that St. Paul in the leaft doubt.
ed his fincerity ; but rather to imprefs his youthtul
mind with a deep and affecting fcnfe of the magni-
tude and importance of the work he was engaged in.
He was undoubtedly well fatisfied with the picty of
Timothy : for in both thefe epifties he addrefles him
by that ancicnt, vencrable title, ¢ Man of Ged.”” This
expreflion denotes not only his being a godly man,
but that he was in an efpccial and eminent manncr
qualified and devoted to fome facred office.  In gen-
eral, it has been appropriatc to prophcts, or to perions
under divinc infpiration.

The Apoftle was alfo fatisfied with regard to his ac-
quired knowledge. He mentions his having known
the holy feriptures from a child. His pious mother
being a Jewefs, had undoubtcdly taken eflectual care
to have him ecarly inftructed in the Mofaic ritual, and
more efpecially in the prophetic parts of the Old Tef-
tament.  The facred fcriptures are the rich treafury,
irom which the well-inftruéted fcribe is amply fur-
nifhed with things new and old. He finds them
profitablc for dottrine, for reproof, for correétion,
tor inftruction in rightcoufncfs. And the man of
God cannot be throughly furnifhed to cvery good
work, without a very general and comprehenfive
knowledge of the feriptures, His want of knowl.
edge in fome other refpeéts may be difpenfed with,
but no apology can refcue him from cenfure, it he
be ignorant of the very fvftem he pretends to preach,

We
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We may alo add, that St. Paul was fatisficd as to
the motives which induced Timothy to enter into
the work. Ilc was perfuaded that God had called
him to it ; and that it was not the love of cafe, of
honour, or of filthy lucre, that induced him to engage
in it ; but that he was moved thereto by the Holv
Ghoft. e urges him, particularly by the prophcucu
which went before upon him, to cngage fully in the
work, and to endcavour to defend the raith againft all
oppolition. 'What prophecies the Apoltle alluded to,
arc uncertain. Some have thought hc had reference
to the teftimony of the brethren at Lyitra and Iconi-
um, and the good report they made of him, which
feemed to plomlfe ar forcbode his engaging in the
miniitry. It appears more probable, lmwucr that
fome of thofc perfons in the Chriftian church who
were enducd with adpirit of prophecy, and from ob-
ferving his ftudious attention to the fcriptures, his
gilts and charity, forctold his future ufctulnefs in the
caufc of Chrift, his zeal und diligence in preaching the
goipel.

J hcfe premifes being granted, the propricty of ap-
plying the addrefs in the text to the prefent occafion
[ vonceive will alfo be granted.

'The words very naturally lead to the following
obicrvations, viz.

That cvery minifter of the gofpel who would hope
for the bleflings of divine grace upon him{elt, or who
would deiire to promote the eternal falvation of oth-
ers, muft be pious, watchful, and exemplary in his
life ; plain, faithful, and cvmquhcal in his doctrinc.

We fhall proceed bncﬂy to illuftrate the dutics and
encouragements contained in the text.  We begin
with the caution—¢ Take becd to thy/clf”’

In order that a minifter be ufetul, he muft watch
over his own heart, and keep it wich all dilizence,
konowing that out of it are the iflues of hife. The
prw‘uhn!) temper of the heart, generally manifefts it-
felf in the whole conduct and converfation. it ouglit

therelore
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thereforc to be always kept in’ a.warm, devotional
frame : without this, a minifter will ncver enter
fully into the fpirit of his work. To ¢ preach the
word,” or to unfold thc everlafting love of God,
manifefted in the gofpel to our guilty race, is a prin-
cipal branch of this work. How unfuitable a cold,
unfecling heart for fuch an employment ! Without
this love, though furnifhed with the richeft orna-
ments that nature and art can fupply, he will be only
as a ¢ founding brafs and tinkling cymbal.” It
is not cnough that this love has oncec been kindled
in his heart, hc muft ¢ take heed’” to it that it al- .
ways be kept burning like the fire upon the Jewifh
altar. It is from a felt fenfe of it in his own foul,
that he recommends it in any fuitable manncr to oth-
ers. A frigid indiflerency would ill become a theme
which angc%s never mention but with raptures.

This fervour of devotion can never be maintained
in the foul without daily converfe with God. Hence
it becomes a minifter of Chrift in an cfpecial manner,
to be a man of prayer and meditation. ‘Lo negled,
or cven to difcover a reluctance to this interefting
duty, would have an unfavourable afpect upon his
character. By tkis we do not mean, howcever, that
he thould pray ftanding in thc corner of the flreets,
much lefs to be heard of men, but to endeavour to
keep his heart at all times in a prayerful frame, fo
that when duty calls, he may engage in it with his
whole foul. R

Again. llc muft ¢ take heed” to his vifible conduct,
both betore the church and before the world ; and:
cudeavour to give no offence to Jew ot Gentile, nor
the church of God.

Our great Apoftle could appeal to. his Chriftian
brethren with confidence, and reft his vifible repu-
tation upon their teftimony. ¢ Ye are witneffes,”
{aid he, ¢ and God alfo, how holy, and juitly, ancx
unblameably we bchaved ourfelves among you that'
believe.”*  How folemn and affectionate his addrefs

t{o
* 1 Thef, ii, 10.
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to the Flders of Ephefus! ¢ Ye know,” fiith he,
<« from the firft day that I came into Afia, after what
manner I have been with you at all feafons, ferving
the Lord with all humility of mind, with many tears
and temptations ; and how I kept back nothing that
was profitable to you, but have thewed you, and
taught you publickly, and from houfe to houfe ; tef-
tifying both to the Jews and alfo to the Greeks, re-
pentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord
Jefus Chrift.”*  How happy that minifter who has
a witnefs in the breaft of his hearers. that he exempli-
fies in his own life the doctrines he preaches to them !

‘The faithful teacher will need much of that meek-
nefs of wifdom which the gofpel recommends, to en-
able him to bear with the prejudices and infirmities
‘of his pcople; to know when to reprove, and when
to comfort, when to rebuke, and when to confole.
Towards the feeble of his flock, he muft be gentle 3
as a nurfe nouritheth and cherifheth her children, fo
he muft carry the lambs as in his bofom.

He muft expect often to have the fad tale of com-
plaint againft fome of his brethren poured into his
ear. He muft  take heed” that he does not give
his opinion when he has only heard half the ftory.
It would be h'?py for him if his people would do as
the difciples of John did. When their mafter’ was
beheaded, they took up the body and buried it, and
went and #2o/d Fefus. But, inftead of this, too-many
tell the faults of their brethren only to their minifter,
and concern themfelves no further about them ; and
o of courfe leave the burden upon him. If, on the
other hand, they come to complain of themfelves, or
to be particularly inftru@ed in their duty, it is to be
gchumed he will be always eafy of accefs ; there will

nothing forbidding in his condué ; he will manifeft,
by his cheerful attention to them, that he is willing
to fpend and be fpent for their good, and will account
thefe as fome of the happicft moments of his life.

He

* A&ts xx, 38—121.
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He muft alfo ¢ take heed” to his conduct and
tonverfation before the world. There are times and
feafons when a minifter is called to unbend a little,
and mingle in the circles of focial life. But he muft
not forget the dignity of his office. A little folly,
like the dead flics, would corrupt the precious oint.
ment. Thofc things which would pafs unnoticed in
others, may be marked in his conduct as with a pen
of iron and point of a diamond. His feet in this
fenfe ftand on {lippery places.

I will add oncc more : He muft take heed to him-
felf, that popular opinion does not have an undue in-
fluence upon him.

Some have affected to hold this in the moft {ove-
reign contempt. But certainly a degrec of attention
ought to be paid to public opinion. A minifter muft
expect to go through cvil report as well as good.  If
his Jot is to mect with evil report, he ought to in-
quire fcrioufly whether he has given any juft occa-
fion. If he has given none, let him rejoice that he is
counted worthy to fufler in fo good a caufe. If he
has given occalion, let him immediately repent, and
take thame to himfelf that he fuffers not as a Chrif-
tian, but as an evil doer. If, on the contrary, the
tide of popular applaufe rolls in upon him-—he hasg
great need to be humble and watchful ; and to take
heed that his heart be not lifted up with pride.
There is fomething in applaufe fo intoxicating to hu-
man pride, that men are generally in much greater
danger from it than they can eally conceive. That
fage maxim of Solomon’s is in point—* As the fining-
pot for filver, and the furnace for gold, fo is 2 man
to his praife.”* If you applaud = man, you put him
into a fining-pot ; and if he has much fcum and
drofs, they will foon appear. Solid worth, like real
gold, will go through the trial without injury.

A minifter cannot be extenfively ufeful, unlefs he
have a good report of them who are without. Thefe
goake a principal part of his charge ; and he will al-

ways
* Prov. xyvil. 2t
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ways be folicitous to deferve their agfection and cf-
tzem. His ardent defire will be, “ to prefent every
man perfect in Chrift.” But fhould he fail ¢f his ut-
moft withes, he will ftill hopz to turn many to right-
couincfs, and that he may be the honoured initru-
ment of faving their fouls in the day of the Lord.
But I hatten,

Secondly, To the other part of the,charge—
¢ Take heed to the doctrine.” N

Had the Apoftle known the exalt ﬂ"c of the
Chriftian church at the prefent day, the prevailing
fpirit of infidelity, of licentioufnefs and atheifm ; he
could not have given a more {fuitable caution : for
thefe are peculiarly promotgd by the bad lives and
bad dotrines of many who pretend to be the friends
of Truth.

But it may be atked, From what fource is the Min-
ifter of the gofpel to derive his fyftem of doétrines ?
Surely not from Pope’s Councils or Fathers ; not
from Athanafius, Sacinus, Calvin or Arminius ; but
firft of all from the Bible. Every doctrine which he
delivers, ought to be derived immediately from this
pure fountain, and to flow like a natural ftream from
it. To this perfoct ftandard Paul referred Timothy ;
not to “ old wives’ fables or endlefs genealogies of
men ;> but to the living oracles, to the facred f{crip-
turcs, which are able 1o make us wife unto falvation
through faith in Jefus Chrift. He feems to intimate,
that a complete knowledge of the infpired fcriptures
would throughly furnith the man of God to every
good work.

Although the gofpel doétrine is generally exprefled
in the fingular, perhaps to diftinguifh it from anti-
chriftian doctrines and doctriner or devils, yet it in-
volves in it a number of particulars. Some of which
will now be briefly no*ed.

As 1. Man’s total moral depravity.

I mention this firfl, becaufe it lies at the bottom of
the Chriftian fchcme. TFor, if man is not in a ftate of

B moral
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moral depravit#, he can ftand in no need of a Saviour.
Hence thofe who deny this, generally deny atone.
ment alfe ; and thofe who acknowledge a partial de-
pravity, admit of atonement in the fame proportion.
By moral depravity, we do not mean that man is
deftitute of all focial and benevolent affection, that he
is altogether ferocious and malevolent ; but that he
is abfolutcly deftitute of a right temper of heart to-
ward God, or of holy love, which is the fame thing.
A Jewifh Rabbin once afked Chrift the following
queftion : % Mafter, which is the great command-
ment in the law ? Jefus faid unto him, Thou fhalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy foul, and with all thy mind. This is the firft
and great commandment.*”> What but depravity can
account for our not obeying this reafonable law of
love ? what but this can account for our oppofing,
or even neglecting the gofpel of the grace of God?
If the heart of man be not depraved, why the need
of fo much argument, labour and pains, to perfuade
him to that which is right ? Why, againft the light of
his own underftanding, the dictates of conicience,
and the ftill more awful threatenings of Divine Truth,
will he ruth forward in the forbidden paths of fin ?
Why fo wilfully deaf to the voice of pardoning mer-
cy, and {o perfeveringly obitinate in impenitency and
unbelief ? If thefe inftances were rare, it would form
an exception to the argument ; but alas! it is our
eneral character. It is but too evident that ¢ we
Eavc all gone out of the way, and become altogether
an unclean thing.” ¢ That there is none that doeth
good, no not onc.” Penal laws, prifons and mana-
cles, locks and bolts,are but fo many fad monuments
of human depravity. DBut, intercfting as this part of
our fubject is, we cannot enter upon a full difcuffion
of it at this iime, but haften to another article.
2. The gofpel dotrine brings to view the great
plan of atonement and reconciliation. This was carly
and intimatcly connected with the fall of man. Tor

at
* Ma't. xxii. 36, 37, 3%.



