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PSALM xxxii1 12.

BLESSED 1s THE NATION wWHOSE GoD 1$ THE
Lorp, AND THE PEOPLE WHOM HE HATH
CHOSEN FOR HIS OWN INHERITANCE.

e @B E{ D@D -~

IN obedience to the call of the PrestpENT of
the United States, we are now, my brethren, affem-
bled in the houfe of God, to offer Thank{giving and
Prayer to the ¢ great Ruler of nations, for the
manifold and fignal mercies which diftinguith our
lot as a nation.””  And as God is this day publickly
to be praifed in the affemblies of his people, I have
thought the paffage now read, might be a {uitable
foundation for our prefent meditations.

This beautiful pfalm, whoever might be the pen-
man of it, is evidently defigned to fet forth the
powcr and goodnefs of God in fuch an amiable
light, as to excite our confidence, awaken our grat-

itude, and warm the devout paflions of the foul
with facred joy. —
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It we contemplate God either in his word or
works, we fhall ind abundant matter for joy and
thanktulnefs : ¢ For the worp of the Lord is right,
and all his works are done in truth. He loveth
RIGHTLEOUSNESS and JupeMENT 3 the earth is full
of the coobpnEss of the Lord.”

From this view of the righteoufnefs, equity, and
benevo.cace of the divine government, the pious
plalmift was led to exclaim as in the text ; ¢ Bleffed
is the nation whoic God 1s the Lord, and the peo-
ple whomn he hath chofen for his own inheritance.”
That we may more fully enter into the tpirit of the
text, we fhall attempt,

I. To fhow when it may be faid of a nation,
that the Lord 1s their God.

[I. Confider what eviderice a people may have,
that the Lord hath chofen them for his inheritance.

III. We may infer the daty and obligations of
a people thus favoured and blefled.—Ia illuitrating
of which, we fhall attend to feveral particulars cen-
“tained in the proclamation.

[. Then, we are to fhow when it may be foid of
a nation that the Lord is their God.

As 2 nation we form a particular character, in
dillin¢tion trem that of imndividuals.  As fuch, we
may exhibit the amiable features of virtue and re-
ligion ; or the bafe pi¢ture of vice and nfidehty.
In this character we may receive temporal bleflings,
as the fruits and reward of virtue, and alfo fufler
national calimities as the punifhment of our vice

and impici\'.




L 7 ]

Therefore, 1. When as a nation we acknowl-
edge the eternal God to be the Creator, Preferver,
and Upholder of all things. When we acknowl-
edge his univerfal dominion over all worlds, and all
beings., And when we aftribute thofe divine per-
feCtions to him, which are neceflary to form his
exalted charatter, and render him the propear object
of our love and eftecm.

2. When we acknowledge that fyflem of truth
contained in the Bible to be Ais word ; and as iuch,
reverence and obey its doltrines and precepts.
When we cordially fubfcribe to its divine coriginal-
itv, and reft all our hopes of futurity on its precious
promifes. When we endeavour to umbibe its gen-
uine {pirit, and live agreeably to its dictates.

3. When we acknowledge him as the alone ob-
jest of religious worfhip and adoration, in diftinc-
tion from all falfe gods and idols. When 2t ftated
feafons we attend npon his inftitutions, and offer
up our prayers and praifes ibrough that medium
which he hath appointed.

4. When we acknowledge him as our rightful
Sovereign, and live in fubjettion to his laws, For
1t can never be {uppofed that a people have chofen
the Lord for their God, while they retufe to have
himi reign over them. "T'he very language of his
enemies is, ¢ Let us break his bands in {under,
and cait his cords away ;" whillt thofe who approve
of his government fuy, ¢ ’I'he Lord is our Law-
giver, the Lord is our King, he will fave us.”
And faid Jefus, “ Then are ye my {ricads, when
ye de whatfcever I command you.”
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5. When we acknowledge his univerfal provi-
dence over all the works of his hands. If we rely
upon his proteting care and providence, we {ball
manifeft it, by appealing to his wifdom to dire&t us,
when involved in darknefs and difficuity ; and to
his power to defend us, when furrounded by threat-
ening dangers. And finally, in leaving the iffue of
our moft interefting concerns, to the righteous dif-
pofal of Him who controls all human events.

6. And laftly. When we acknowledge the Lord
to be the Giver of all our mercies. Nothing can
be more calculated to keep us humble and thank-
ful, than to realize our dependence on God. ¢ Ev-
erv good, and every perfet gift, comes down from
the Father of ligchts.”” A fenfe of our own unwor-
thinefs, and of the divine goodnefs in beftowing
favours upon us, will excite in us the moft lively
fentimen.s of gratitude and undifflembled joy; and
will finaily iffuz in thankfgiving and praife.

But we come

II. To thow, what evidence a people may have,
that the Lord bath chofen them for his inheritance.

The terms very naturally imply each other ; agree-
ably to the tenor of the new covenant, ¢ 1 will be
their God, and they fhall be my people.”” And
again, I love them that love me.”

Although this part of our fubject may not appear
fo capable of proof as the former, fince neither love
nor hatred can be certainly known by the common
courie of providence, as one event happeneth to
all; yet undoub‘edly there may be fome rational
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evidence given, in favour of the people whem God
hath chofen.

As 1. Ged’s difpofing a people to choofe him
to be their God, 1s a clear evidence that he had
previoufiy chofen them for his inheritance. ¢ Ye
have not chofen me, (faid the Saviour to his difci-
ples, that is, firft) but I have chofen you.” 'They
had indeed chofen him with all their hearts; but
this was confequent upon his . hoice, and therefore
could not be the caufe, although it was the beft
evidence of their being his people. ¢ We love
him, becaufe he firft loved us.”” But we obferve,

2. Special, and remarkable iaftances of divine
interpofition in behalf of a people, naturally lead us
to conclude that God hath chofen them for his own.

Of old he chofe the feed of Abraham for his
people, and Jacob for the Iot of his inheritance.
And, although he fuftered them for a feafon to be
afflicted by their enemies, yet when the fet time was
come for their deliverance from Egyptian bondage,
his arm was made quite bare in the fight o: the
nations.

The children of Ifrael at this time were funk
under the mofit abject flavery. They indeed groan-
ed under their bondage, but had no idea of deliv-
erance ; and by being fo long accuftomed to ferve,
they had quite loft the fpiri. of enterprife. Yea,
they were fo far inured to their wretched condition,
and fo indifferent to the c.ufe of freedom, that af-
ter Mofes had exhibited his credentials, and given

the moft unequivocal proof of his being fent of
B
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God to libersie them from their viie fervitude, they
were ready upon almoft every appearance of diffi-
culty or danger, to raife their clamorous voices and
fay, ¢ Let us alcme that we may ferve the Egyp-
tians.””  But their drooping fpirits were finally
cheered, and with one confent they rallied round
the ftandard of freedom. And while the Egyptians
tor their cruelty, were vifited with vurlous plagues,
and were now mourning the lofs of their firft-born,
under cover of the night they mad: their efcape.
But the tyrant of Egypt foon determined to pur-
fue them.

The ranfomed tribes not being furnifhed vith
weapons of defence, in order to efcape the Phiiif
tines, took thet: rout by the way of the wildernefs ;
and were now en:amped between Migdol and the
Red Sea.  Imagination itfelf could fcarce conceive
of a {ituation more difadvantageous and diftrefling
than theirs. The fea fpread itfelf in their front ;
on either fide they were inclofed by inacceflible
mountains. Habiroth on one fide, and Baal-zephon
on the other, forbade their flanking off. Whilft
in their rear they beheld their late imperious mar.
ter, with all their tyrant bands, in crowded columns
advancing towards them ; glittering in armour, and
amply furnithed with the whole apparatus of death !

At this critical moment when ruin appeared in-
evitable ; Mofes, who had the moft perfet com-
mand of himfelf, endeavoured to calin their fears,
and excite their confidence in God. ¢ Stand ftill,”’
faid he, ¢ and fee the falvation of the Lord.”” The
cloud which lcd their way, inftantly went back, and
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ftood as an impenetrable wall before the Egyptian
hoft. Mofes now took his awful rod, and firetch-
ed his hand out aver the fea, and the waters divided.
Then, ¢ the waters f[aw thec, O God, the waters
fav: thee, they were afraid, and the depths were
trouhizd. He made the waters to ftand as an
he:r. they were congealed in the heart of the ics,”
until .he chofen tribes had marched fafely u..iOuf‘h.

But when one dark fcene had pafled, another
equally diftrefling inftantly opened to their view.
They were now traverfing the barren fands of Ara-
bia beneath a burning fun, and their foul fainted
within them. No 1-uitful fields fupplied their hun-
ger, nor cheering {prings allayed their thirft. In
vain the - with for the flefh-pots of Egypt, or for
the waters of the Nile. No human exertions could
fave them. "Yhe Lord again iuterpofed, and the
heavens fupplied them with bread, and the rock fol-
lowed them with ftreams of living water.

'The interpofitions oi Heaven werc {o vifible in be-
half of this people, that an caftern foothfayer, after
ufing in vain all the arts of magic to curfe them,
was conftrained to fay, ¢ The I.ovd his Cod is with
him, and the fhout of a King is among then.”

When David upon a particular occafion was cel-
ebrating the divine goodnefs, it brought to remem-
brance thofe days of the right hand of the Moft
High, when God fo remarkablv interpofed in their
behalf; even when they were ftrangers in the land.
““ And when (faﬁ he) they went from nation to
nation, and from one kingdom to another people,
he fuffered no man to do them wrong. Yea, he




