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ol Tue charge gifenby Paul to his sob Tig=-,
: N o othy, was, *preach ‘_the—;'v'.'ord,‘i»,be - jnstant in
‘ season, out ~of season,:reprbv‘e, rehuhgl"e}i-
- : “horf; with all long sulfering and -d_oq:trinf. 5, b
- ' Tor the time will"come‘jwh'e'n men will Tiot €0~
: : duve sound doctring but after their owpn lusts
;j shall heap to therﬂselv‘es‘tea.cher’s..havingj‘itch-”"
| ing ears. And they shall turn away theirears .
:' - frovfithe truth, an;ql;_éh_a._“;]:':‘q turncd unto, fables.
: -1t must be-o corvable to all who, are ac- .
ffe present state of the ‘chris= :

quaintéd with't
tian,world, that the time has fu
-menwill not endore’ gbund,doc‘_trine.. e
Pevmit.us ‘therel‘oi-\é?on}ﬁihi.s:'pécas_ioh to of-
“fer a few thoughts on -plain’pre’hching';' i
When the Apostle declared the testimony
5, it was Lis de-

ity come; whert

. of God: unto the Corinthians;. _
+ thing, saveJe= ©

termination not to p'\'_eac_‘li any
sus-Christ and him crucified,

and this he did o
.';2 Tim. . 284 S g




Z PLAIN PREADHING,

" not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, *;

for-his speech ‘and his preaching *was not

with inticing words of man’s’ wisdomr, but in -

“dentonstration of the spirit and power.

It appears-plaio from the word of God, .

that wherever the Apostles preached, their
hearers were not left in the dark, respecting
Jesus and the resurréction, for want of plain-
Ness on their part in preachidg the gospel ;
so they tby manifestation of the truth, com-
inended themselyes-to every man’s conscience

in'the sight of Goad; and baving renounced f'
‘the hidden things of dishonesty, they handled *

Dot the word.of God deceitiully ; they. kept’

back no part of the gospel, nor did they de~ -

liver its truths in such away that their hearers
could not determine what was, or what was

not their doctrine.  They  had never been. ]

taught the popular art of-:‘pfrea'cljillg, which
many have at this day,” so a§ professedly to
preach the everlasting. unchangable love of-
God unto his people, and their eternal salva-
tion as the fruit of it, 1o a church or people.
who abhor sach doctrines, and still by their.
‘preaching please hem, ' ‘

Itis to be lamented by all who Tove the. . 4

truth, whose souls are fed only with the sin-

cere milk of the word, that many labour hard: .

it their preaching to hide their sentiments.

lest they should displease some of their hear-. -

®3 Cor, 14, 12 Cor, 4: 2,

" every' doclfiﬂ@, r
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l : : ‘nber tlie languge of
wrs.  DBut let such remember‘t \

Ef‘:zul #] had rather speak five words \lvnh m{
undei-standing, that by my voice I mig it geac:
others also, lhan ten thousand wond_s in tzlxl_l
unknown t:ongue ; and feit)cept gs;;::ﬁ:'dbyho ‘3

. words easy to be unde ,
;(I;gﬁ“i‘:’.be known' what is spoken, for ye shall .
spealdinto the air. Some theve ate, who no:i

\\E!lthslandiﬁg they profess 10 belleve, aud
have subscribéd to the dg;:trufl'es, of ftheﬂ'g]o;:

‘ , not’ preach them for fear of offend-
})Ifgl', -d?vi?icl)e 'lzt_ﬁers go still farther, ,an_ld sa?r.
th'ey".dre:not ouly paprofitable, but dgp%l—
ous, and ought not to bf pr,eag:_l:_(:;poim;?

rd. however is clear on'tin H
word of, Go evealed in the word of Go:i
| -be fitable, as well as eyery precept,

}K(;:"Sttht':}esgrt;loe‘ rule by which we estak?hsh ,th_g
first, wé prove the second. JAll Sc_‘.nptuge 15
g'we',n by inspiration of God, and is profita- .
“ble for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

- for instruction in righteousness, that the man -

»d may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
ﬁflr‘lt((;)ofll[g:?:)d 'w"())r"l_ss. "There g:*_e_thg;;e, .wh_c:
lo" the other hand for fear q‘fl',unmng m!.:o this
‘error, in theirpreaching will have nothing to

do wi i i actical partof -, "
o with the-experimemtal or practic; tof .
dhe‘gospel. - Bot let such’ be reminded ihat

¥ d .

#he whole counsel of God ought to be pro-

* 1 Cor. 14 : 19, . } 1 Cor, 14: 9.
B t Tim. 8: 16, 17- A
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-those points, should be plain and explicit.

_ though @ fool, shall not err therein; yea he
1 . y HE

. EL?:\ spealk not according to this word, it s -
- 'wc.():;set there is no light in them, and not on
i mt. of any deficiency in the word of thé

4 PLAIN PREACHING.

claimed by bis ministers, and not a par -
nn'(Il‘lhal too, in a plain and impreséi‘iarlnta?\lt:‘e}:-' o7
y he nature and design ofthe gospel make; AN
l]. aceessary’ 10 be plain. The gospel ad-
L(J'esses men as sinners, guilty in the sight of
_:r(>_d, destroyed by their own follies; and er-
ishing for the lack of knowledge. The tfo;‘d '
of God clearly displays the depravity of hu- .«
wan nature, and the helpless state of man s
d]n(l while men remain ignorant of those li‘uths’=
they will never see the necessity, the beauty"
nor the glory of the gospel. . Again the gdsi 3
;?.el plg;n_l y teveals the person, the blood, and
righteoysness of Chuist, as the ‘o-nly; gro'u!nd of !
hope fdr afiserable sinners. The ordinances
of 1h(:; gospel, and the subjects, and the vari-
(t:ll:s Luues devolviog on all the followers of
T; amb, arve likewise. clearly revealed., .

erefore, the ministers of the .gaspel, on ali i

Ck:r'h? scriptures, by which the sevvantsof &

I_{II‘IS. are ‘to_prove their docirine,’ are so A

plain'and perfect, that a *way-faring man,
,.

[hat Ill[]lleth lnay T dd L W i'll "llg llt tlie plopll-
[

y 1 ¢ n .

€l sa b Lo lhe la“ a"d lo ‘he lesum‘m'h l[

‘I’j . - . v
Lord ;. for that is perfect converting the soul.

# Isai az . ’
saiah 35 : 8. + 1saiah B 1 20,

“ervor than truth; being better pleased_ with

" ers should theiefore deal faithfully and plaio-

* {he soul : for what shall it profit a man if he -

- Christ -and_him crucified, ‘they have been ;

" themselves 10 the word of Gods but whether

- preaching -to the word of the Lord: D

- givilized; and that men are move learned nOW
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Again, as men by nature are opposed 0 he .5
gospel of Christ, and more ready to vecei”e B

the form of peligion than its power. Preach-

1y with their hearers; and - not deceive them
on §o imporlant a subject, the salvation O

gain the whole world and lose his own souly - 13
especially o when by taking heed unto him- Sl
self and tothe doctrine, he shall both save bum- '
self and those that hear him, from that food
of crrors which Aptichrist has cast out of his .
mouth, by which men are carried away:
Guchis the awlul depravity of me and
the enmity of some, who, alas ! profess to be
“christians 3 while the servants of Christ who
are valiant from the iruth; have prea'che

~m - =

‘charged with the erfiGFMOUS Crime o confining ]
. o

it be right forthe ministers of Christ to prove
and establish_their doctrine by the writings "%
and sayings ol men, of by the word of God,
Jet such judge. We believe the Apostles
were c’qmem to confine {hemselves in their

should it be argued that the world is more

than in the days of the Apostles, we auswels
that the world by. wisdom Jknew not God i
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their day, nor isit possible for men at - the
present age, by all their supposed superior

‘wisdoin to obtain a knowledge of God,

Seeing then that the knowledge of God can-

‘not'en this principle be received’; the gospel

Which Christ commissioned ' hig Apostles to:
preach, whereby sinners are taught to know
the Lord, should be preached not with words
which man’s wisdom teach, but *in the words
which the Holy Ghost leacheth, comparng spi-
ritual things with' spiritual, S
It is a lamentable fact, that: many in their
preaching,_instead'_of.ho,ld‘ing‘, forth Christ un- -
to the people, hold forih themselves, and
thereby eclipse the glory of Christ, It ‘was
hot so with Paul : Christ, says he, sent. ine to
preach the gospel $not with wisdom of words,
lest the cross of Christ should be made ofhone -
eflect, for the _Preaching of the “cross is to

'

‘them that perish foolishness, but unto us who

are saved it is the power of God. " Alas!
* Tao often the cross of Christ is rendered of
none effect, through the vain affectation of
the preachers, to recommend it by the affect-

.. &d graces of elocution, or the ostentatious
~parade of learning and philosophy. Thus its

- edge is blunted, its convincing plainness is ob-

. .Scured, its general; beauty and glory are tar- -

nished, while the preacher has his worthless re-

svardin human applause or buman'popularity.”

C . 1 2: 12, :
*1Cor. 1: 1¥, 18.
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¢ &t They shall speak of the Glory of.'I‘hy Kingdom.”
o Psabn exlv, 11,
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