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e~ I magnify mine office, or, miniftry.

HAT the facred ¢ office > or ¢ miniftry’ is
the fame now, that it ever was, may beé
argued from the famenefs, and perpetuity of the
end to be anfwered by it. And the perpetual
famenefs of the end, implys, that the prefent
€ ofﬁcers or ¢ minifters’ are the fame with the
ﬁrﬂ: in all thmgs neceflary to promote that end,
tho’ they be not “apoftles,” ¢prophets,” workers
of miracles,’ 8___1:(:. But a ‘ﬁghlf' of Chl‘iﬁ, and
an ‘audilfle ghiffion’ from his lips, which form-
| 14 ;—3 B of an ¢ apoftle’; “inipiration’,
| ™ , B future events,” which gave
rife to the: tlﬂea “%prophets’ ; and a ¢belief, that
God would immediately bring to‘pafs’ what a
perfon commanded, which conftituted the
¢ workers of miracles’, .were but circumftantial
things ; and neither effential to the minifiry,
nor peculiar ta minifters.  Separate thofe cir-
cumitances from the firft officers, and they be-
come like their fucceflors 3 juft as Samfon be-
Lame “‘as another man” when his miraculous
hair was cut off. 'Tho’, therefore, the above
titles, and fome other, be now extinct, et it
dogs

- Xl. 13,‘
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ROM. xi. 3.

------ I magnify mine office, or, miniftry.

HAT the {acred ¢ office’ or ¢ miniftry® is

the fame now, that it ever was, may be
argued from the famenefs, and perpetuity of the
end to be anfwered by it. And the perpetual
famenefs of the end, implys, that the prefent
¢ officers® or ¢ minifters’ are the fame with the
firft, in all things neceffary to promote that end,

tho’ they be not ¢apoftles,’ < prophets,” workers
of miracles,” &c. But a <fight” of Chriit, and

an faudible miffion’ from his lips, which form-
ed the difinEon of an “apoftle’; ¢infpiration’,
or ‘a kno “"5“*"*-* future events,” which gave
rife to the title of “prophets’; and a ¢belief, that
God would immediately bring to'pafs’ what a
perfon commanded, which conftituted the
“ workers of miracles’, .were but circumftantial
things 3 and neither eflential to the miniftry,
nor peculiar to minifters. Separate thofe cir-
cumitances from the firft officers, and they be-
come like their fucceffors ; juft as Samfon be-
came “‘as another man” when his miraculous
hair was cut off. Tho’, therefore, the above
titles, and {fome other, be now extinct, yet it

| does
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does . not follow, that any proper parts “or
branches of the miniftry are loft. Neither are
any of its proper branches alienated. Thofe,
occupied by <‘deacons’, ‘evamgelifts’, © helps’,
¢ governments’, &c. were not abdicated by mi-
nifters, any more than royal prerogatives are by
kings, when they appoint delegates and com-
miffioners. It was the exigency of affairs that
gave rife to thofe inferior officers in the church

and, where they are not wanted, they become
fuPerﬂuous ; and minifters are < all in all”,

And it is remarkable, that minifters ordain
"€deacons’, ¢evangelifts’, &c. and not they, one
another ; whichis an argument, that their offi-
ces are Pt1ll comprifed in the miniftry. And, if
thefe obfervations be J'llﬂf it follows, that there

is.no mprOpnatlon in the words ¢ MmIinE of-
fice”, which _prevents r'n'm'lfters, of the prefent

--’h"

and proper fenfe that Paul ﬁlled it h1°- own’
the . forementioned arcum{’tances | excepted
which no way touch the effence of the miniftry.
- And if his office be ours, we, like him, fhould
a.%ify”, or ¢ honour”, or ¢ glorify” it;
each reading of the Greek verb, in our text,
being current in ‘the New Teﬁament How we
ﬂ1a.ll ‘ ma0'n1fy the office, may be learned,
from Paul’s remarks ‘upon it---From his de-
portment in lt--—F rom his defcriptions of per-
{fons' who may, and may not bear it--- And from

the dlrec':hons he gives to them who are in 1t.
S " 1, The



‘I. The remarks, he made on his miniftry,
*are'examples of his affertion, ¢ I magnify mine

office” ; for they amount to the higheft praifes,
and commendatlons of it. |

1. He obferved, that the origin of it is di-
vine. ¢<¢] received it not of man, but of God”.
Gal. i. 11, 12. And, by this tracing of it to
its original rife in heaven, he gives it magnifi-
cence, fuperior to all human offices. So the
heroes, of old, magnified themielves above the
" fons of men, by aflferting, that they were be-
gotten of the gods. So the Ephefians magni-
fied their Diana, by 1v1ng out, ‘“ That the
image fell down from Jupiter”. The miniftry,
like the new Jerufalem in the b'ook, of Revela-
tion, ¢ Came down out of heaven from God>.
And Paul, by proclaiming its high defcent,
honours, and ennobles it. ¢ I magnify mine
office”.

2. He remarked, that the miniftry is an
‘embafly’; and that minifters are ¢ embafladors,’
difpatched from the king of kings to negociate
~ the weighty affairs of his kingdom and govern-
ment. 2 Cor. v. 10. A remark this, much to
the honour of both ! for embaffies, and embaf-
- {adors imply nobility, and majefty. And he
that exhibited his office in fuch a courtly mode;
and aggrandized the officers with fuch a title,
'- might well fay, < I magnify mine office”. And:

- wonder
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does not follow, that any proper parts “or
branches of the miniftry are loft. WNeither are
any of its proper branches alienated. Thofe,
occupied by <deacons’, ‘cvamgelifts’, © helps’,
¢ governments’, &c. were not abdicated by mi-
nifters, any more than royal prerogatives are by
kings, when they appoint delegates, and com-
miffioners. It was the exigency of affairs that
gave rife to thofe inferior officers in the church
and, where they are not wanted, they become
fuperfluous ; and minifters are < all in all.
And it is remarkable, that minifters ordain
“¢deacons’, ¢evangelifts’, &c. and not they, one
another ; which is an argument, that their offi-
ces are fhll comprifed in the miniftry. And, if
thele obfervations be juft, it follows, that there
is na impropriation in the words < MINE of-
fice”, which prevents minifters, of the prefent
age, to call it' ¢ THEIR office’, in the-fame full
and proper {enfe that Paul {tiled it < his own’;
the forementioned circumftances excepted,
which no way touch the effence of the miniftry.
And if his office be ours, we, like him, fhould °
¢ maflify”, or ¢ honour”, or ¢ glorify” it;
each reading of the Greck wverb, in our text, °
being current in'the.NeW Teftament. How we
{hall "magnify’ the office, may be learned,
from Paul’s remarks upon it---From his de-
portment in it---From his defcriptions of per-
fons who may, and may not bear it--- And from

the directions he gives to them who are in it.
| 1, The
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I. The remarks, he made on his miniftry,
are examples of his aflfertion, I magnify mine
office” ; for they amount to the higheft praifes,
and commendations of it. |

1. He obferved, that the origin of it is di-
vine. <1 received it not of man, but of God™.
Gal. 1. 11, 12. And, by this tracing of it to
its original rife in heaven, he gives it magnifi-
cence, fuperior to all human offices. So the
heroes, of old, magnified themielves above the
“{fons of men, by afferting, that they were be-
cotten of the gods. So the Ephefians magni-
fied their Diana, by giving out, < That the
image fell down from Jupiter”. The miniftry,
like the new Jerufalem in the book.of Revela-
tion, ¢ Came down out of heaven from God”.
And Paul, by proclaiming its high defcent,
honours, and ennobles it. ¢ I magnify mine
office”.

2. He remarked, that the miniftry is an
‘embalfly’; and that mimiters are ¢ embafladors,’
difpatched from the king of kings to negociate
the weighty affairs of his kingdom and govern-
ment. 2 Cor. v. 10. A remark this, much to
the honour of both! for embaflies, and embaf-
~{adors imply nobility, and majefty. And he |
that exhibited his office in fuch a courtly mode

and aggrandized the officers with fuch a title,
 might well fay, ¢ I magnify mine office”. And:

wonder
s
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wonder we, after this,: that Jews, and Gentiles
were wont to ftile their priefts, © pririces’? Gen.
xli. 45. Mai. xliit. 28. |

3. He noticed, the abfo]ute ¢ neceffity’ of
the office. < Thereby it pledfeth " God to fave
< them that belleve---Fow can they believe
¢ without hearing ? and how can they,_ hear
“¢ without a preacher” ¢ 1Cor. 1. 21. Rom.x.14.
If falvation from hell, and obtaining heaven,
be matters of the higheft concern to' a world of
finners; "and if preaching be means of refcuing
them from the one, and bringing them to the
other, then is the miniftry ¢neceffary’, and
vaftly rmportant And he that affixed indif-
penfabrhty to the office, not only ¢ magnified it®

himfelf ; _ but thowed caufs, why all, that have
fouls to be: faved or loft, fhould _]om him 1n

alcribing ma,tmrih.ence to- 1t.

4. He forgot not to inform mankind, that
‘the office is every way equal toits end, in order
to “magnify it’ in their effeem. Means are 10
otherwife valuable, than as they are eﬂicacmus.
VYhen they are infufficient to produce the ex-
pected effe@, they are nothing worth. ¢ The
““ weapons- of our warfare are mighty, to the
¢~plilling down of ftrong holds ; cafting down
¢ imaginations, and every high thing that eX-
€ alteth itfelf againft the know]edge of God;

¢ and brmgmv Into capuwty every - thought. ta
| 6‘ thq
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LE“.i:l"n": cbedience ‘of Chrift”. 2 Cor. x. 4, &

d the efficacy of the mimiftry is the fubje& he -
reats on, in the chapter whereof the text is.a
[part. The Gentiles, he thows; were ¢ recon-
¢¢ ciled, enriched, and {faved” _by his miniftry, ,
ver. 12, 15. And this fuccefs, by provoking
the Jews to emulation, conduced.to fave theni.
alfo. ver. 14. .And the marking of this direft;
,and this collateral 0perat10n of his mlnlﬁry,
the thmg he refers to, When he faith, ¢ I mag- .

nify mine office”.

t
}
.

And this <divine’, ¢‘gfand’s cindifpenfable’;
gand ‘efficacious’ office, is, my brother, the
3cifﬁce wherein you are to be inftalled this day.
In a profpe& of which, I could, almoft, addrefs
you with a <¢¢ Hail; thou highly to be favoured
¢ of the L.ord”! Thedivine origin of it, will
idenominate you a piviNne. The nature of it
will raife you to the dignity of an EMBASsa=
pOrR. The 1nd1fpenfab1l1ty of it, will make
you one of the NECESSARIES of the laity. And
the efficacy thereof, will render you a BENEFac-
‘ror of miankind. And, when you leave the
5 world; you will be miffed; and lamented. in
gfome fuch manner as a prophet of Ifrael was,
2 King. ii. 12. Sir! what gratitide do you owe
it him that °¢ counted you faithful, putting you
l“ in-the miniftry*? - What dignity of behavieur
does fo illuftrious an-office require from.yo6u 2

¢ If a 11ttic folly, in- werldly Lonour; fendeti
- | ¢¢ forth

o

PR
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<¢ forth an ill favour’”’, how much more, 1mp,t'o--
priety-of condudt, in the honours of priefthgod 2
And as for fin, how ‘exceeding finful” . muft
it appear in comparifon with the facrednefs
of the rmmﬂ:ry ? Surely the contraft, which the

office forms between the clergyman, and vice, f
is very f{trong. | gj‘ﬁ

"!"'r"'r:'-.__ - d'.'.r".*'l.‘
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II. Paul’s ‘dcportrnent in the office m{’cru&s
us, further, how he ¢magnified’ it; for his ..
whole deportment was fhaped and adjuf’ced into ..
an aptitude to render the miniftry fuccefsful ; -
which is the readieft way to make it ‘great’, and °

¢ glorious’. Succefs, he made his point. And.
- every fort of behaviour that promifed him the

gaining of this point, he approved; every courfe

that threatened to impede, or fruftrate fuccefs,:
he avoided. ‘This obfervation I fhall exemphfy ;

in his, ¢ Mortification--- Self-denial--- Zeal---
I lClellltY-—-- Paffivenefs--- and Pra,yers « ‘

¥

3

1. He forefaw that untamed lufts, paffions, and%
inordinate affeftions, would hinder, nay- over-i
throw his project of faving fouls by the meansi
of preaching’; juft as domeftic rebels, in power,:
obftrut the enterprizes of a prince againft fo-
reign enemies : that his ¢¢ earthen veffel” rauft
be cleared of fuch vile contents, left it ihouldi
{fpoil the minifterial treafure ; and make men re-|
jet it, as they do the beft llquof that is tainted
with the cafk: and that a miniftry, pointed

: againit

—




aé«ainff e << déeds of the flefR™, m’im: Be - &z
forced with ei?é.mples 11 the minifter hl’rﬁﬁ:lf"
feft it iculd not prevail againft flefhily lufts
in others: Thei'efore ke idured himfelf 9
< rnoruﬁcatlon .. “Lkeep under my body, and’
“ bring it o fub]e&mn--- Tii' fafting§ often™:

i Cor: ix. 27. 2'Cor. %i. 27, How much thd
faccefs of the miniftry dePends* on: this ¢ keep-
¢ ing the b6dy wunder”, and' <« Hnngmg it" ta
t fubje&‘mn , Will more ﬂ:i'ongly ippear by ad-
mitting the oppéﬁte cafe. Suppofe, théh, that
Paul had etitered on the n’amift'ry with rampant
tufts, tngoveérnablé paffibny, cfépraved appé-
‘tites ahd dafpoﬁnons‘ s and the' vetry ﬁiPPOﬁtiEOIl
‘prognofticates the afelefirefs of fis office ; and

-afcertains the contempt, inftead of the mao‘mfy-
ing of it. * Critical circumftances” would' have

‘brought thofe-unhallowed guefts to’ llght Theii
‘his authority wotild have Been gone . afid’ the
“‘power of example, loft. The mi niftry, where=
w:th he had Been invefted; wotild havé become
“ a garment fpotted with the ﬂefh” . and Have
appeared tather like a flag of tiuce with carnal
Jufts, than an erifign of war ag"amﬂ: them. His
‘reproving firis would have had no- othet effet;
‘than to provoke his hedrers to ietort uponl him
with tHis taunt, < Phyfician, heal thy felf”. ,
" And his i"ﬁlmﬁ:ry, like that of Modfes, would
have had no glory; becaufe; upon. this fuppo-
“fition; he woild Kave refernbled Mofes’s preach-
§rs; " ¢ They faid; but did not”; Niatth. xxiil. 3¢

B | 3. Hié
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‘z. He perce'ived that ‘wilﬁalnefs, and ‘felf" '

'''''

tlon, Wthh has to do with.the will and pleafure
of many 3 -and which mutft fail of fuccefs, in cafe
their unwillingnefs and difpleafure thould conti-
nue - Therefore he-determined to exercife a' tho-
rough ‘Ielf—dema] 4 when the miniftry might gain
any advantage by it. ¢ I pleafe all men in all
¢ thmgs. IS £ Cor. x 33. ¢ If meat make my
< brother . to. offend, T will not eat flefh while
< the world ftandeth ,” 1 Cor. viii 1 3. “ Who
¢ _is offended, and I burn not ?” 2 Cor. xi 29.
‘The. gratlﬁcatlon of his own defire he efteemed
a thing of nought, in comparifon of public good.
The exped;ency of fuch a condu& will appear
more ftriking, from the mifchievous effects that
will attend the oppofite behaviour. Suppofe
Paul. to have been wilful, heady, bent on felf-
pleafing, fixed to his own humour, and untutor-
ed in the art of felf-denial 5 fuppofe the laity to
have had wills and ways of their own alfo; and
to have been no < wifer than their teacher” - in
_point of obftinate attachment to them, would he
_not have laboured in vain ? . No yielding would
have taken place. = No conceflions would have
been made. And therefore no good could have
been done. His miniftry would have taken no
effect. 'Nor could the people have received any
‘benefit. And for this reafon a ¢¢{felf-willed man

1s precluded the miniftry by an interdict of hes-

ven. Tit. 1 7. 3. Ob-
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3. Obvious it ‘was to Paul, that the miniftry

equired vigorous and inceflant efforts ; and, that

hofe eﬁ'orfs muft have fome ﬂ:rong and laﬂ:mg

motive ; therefore, ' that his miniftry might
‘never want fuch efforts, he pofieft. himfelf -

with ¢great zeal.” ‘Than which, no motive.

ﬁ
|
fcould have been more proper; becaufe of its
:

ienergy in urging and impelling its pofieflor.”The °

{cc thorn in Paul’s fleh’® drove him not fo for-
;§C1bly to frequent and.fervent prayer, as “zeal’

" for the glory of God, and the falvation of fin- -

2 ners, ftimulated his mind to labour and adven-
Jturoufnefs in the miniftry. And, to cherith
H ' this zeal, he kept his attention to the mifery of

4 finners ; the crown of joy that was fet before

1him ; - and the ftri& account he mutft give of his

i ﬂ:cwardfhlp Touched with their mifery; in-

w flamed with the glorious reward; and moved
L with the fear of that account, his zeal became
: ¢¢ as fire fthut up in his benes, or as new wine
¢ €< that hath no vent. MHis heart was ready to

‘l
it
% 1n his bofom, made forbearance wearifome; and,
F-.

: “¢. 1could with that myfelf were accurfed from
5 ¢ Chrift, for my brethren---that they mlght
; “.befaved.” Rom. ix 3. x. 1. Surely, hethat

§ cnced by a very impetuous zeal-for the falvation
- " of

Iy

? ““ burft, like a new bottle.””  This reftlefs glow |

like a Jehu, drove him furioufly to the moft
hazardous enterprizes, and indbfatigable induftry

could exPrefs fuch a wifh as this, muft be influ- .

At
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of-finners - And- that this zeal was peceflary, .
will thus appeas. Suppofe he had been devaid of
fuch a principle, would he not have been daunt- .
ed at difficylties, and wearied wu:h labour and
hardthips ¢ Wou]d he not have fhrunk at dan-
gers 2. Would not his efforts have been faint,

apd few? And, if he muft have preached the
gofpel, -would he not haye been content with the
Opus Operatum, or mere performam:e ot the du-
tys tho? < Ifrael had net been gathered”? And
how then cou]d his. office have been 9magmﬁed"? '-
It is the want of this zeal, that imakes minifters
go ahout their work, as the flothful go ta their
labour 3 I}mt makes them eafy ‘whether they
fuccee.d or not; and carclels how littlé they do,
provided they get their falaries ; that makes their
PrCachmw* Hat and ecold; and that, at laft,
makes themielves become ‘¢ gs falt that hath
< loft its favour?.

4. Panl was aware that men are moft accefii-

] .'-‘

ble by perfons like themfelves; and are to be
ga.med over in their own way, rather than in
any aother. 8o birds will be deceyed, only, by
repr.efentatlons of their own forms and plumage,

ﬁﬁﬁ

ard i imitations of their own nates, Therefore
he became ¢ ﬂemble , in behaviour and addrefs,

ig the condlglonﬁs and undeﬁaﬂn,dmgﬁ of al,!

"h‘-ﬂ

men. Himfelf, he thaped, as it were, to the

t.}.l..l

fﬁm‘ s-‘i K%ﬁ?iﬂ; ways; and Eﬁggl.@_{ eafts of all-=e
53 Ta

h—r
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< T-@ the Jew:s, I became 3 JﬁW; W the Gm*!”’i .
c tiles, a Gentile; to the lawlefs, a8 withons
¢ Jaw; to the legal, as under thé law s t0 the .
¢ feeble, weak ; to the firong, mighty.” 1Cor; -
ix, 20---22. His preaching,’ lig fitted to this :
ears that were to receive ity dnd accémmodated
his arguments to the yarious methods of néafon.- -
ing, wied by them he addrefled. Vo -the Jews,
he preached as. the law and the prephets requirs
ed, A&. xii. Ameng the Gentiles, hg fpeaks
as Aratys, Menander, Callimaghus, or any.-
other, of their aythors, who fpoke well, A&.::
xvii. 28. 1 Cor. xv. 33. Tit. 1. §2. Courtiers,
he addreﬁcd with the dehcagy of ane ¢ clothed . -

W

“ in foft raiment”, ACt. xxv. Awniongthe phi-
lofophers at Athens, he touches on nature, the
{ubject of their findy,. and from thence bends
his difcourfe to the God of nature, A&, =vii, .
Tothe weak, his preaching was {imple as milk,
1 Cor, i1, 2. And among the perfect, mifteri- -
ous and profound, 2 Cor. ii. 6, Thus he, like
Proteus, transtfarmed himfelf to all fhapes;:
¢¢that he might fave all¥, And; like FEcho;-
tuned his veice tq all firings, that he might pro<
duee fympathetic wibrations in ¢very. breafl.:
*1 make my felf all thmga to all men, that by~

¢ theforvant of el that T miglit gain the more™.;
1. Cor. | X, 10, 23; -Fhe fubftwwtica of -fuch-
ﬂsmb‘ lity and affimilation te the fuccefs of the:

mmxﬁm will frches appear from the following’
contraft,
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contraft. Suppofe Paul had been of a dogma-
tical difpofition, how could he have fo ingrati- -
ated himfelf with. men, as to gain.his defign ?
Had he been uncompliant in things lawful or
indifferent ? had he. oppofed what .he might
haye ‘let pafs? and ftood on punctilios, that
might have been given up, would he not have
ftrained at gnats, to the lofing of camels ? Had
he not been a man of good behaviour” with
the well bred 3 or had he been formal and ftiff
with. them of low degree, would he not have
been defpifed by the former, as a ¢¢ barbarian™ ; |
and by the latter,, as a proud prieft? And
what good could a defpifed preacher have done
to either ? Fad he addrefled the ignorant, as
the knowing ; and the knowing, as the igno-
rant, - ‘would he: not have offered affrontemspto
the underftanding of the one; and have ¢ {po-
ken in an unknown tongue” tothe other ; and
{fo have become ufelefs to both ? In a word, if
he had not complied, conformed, and conde-
fcended ; if he had not ¢ made himfelf all
¢¢.things, to all men; and pleafed all men in
¢¢ all things®’, as far as honefty and eonfiftency
allowed ; if he had not made himlielf < the
¢ fervant of all”, could he have ¢ magnified his
office’ in the manner he did? A mlmf’cer 1§
called << a fither of men”. And if a fitherman
fuite not his baits to the fifh; and exercile not
the various flights of his art, . muft he not fay,

>¢-] have t.giled,_ and caught nothing™ ¢

5. His
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5. His knowledge of mankind informed himg

that they, thro’ ignorance, or perverfenefs, or
caprice, or ingratitude, would oppofe his en-
deavours to do them kindnefs; and would re-
quite him evil, for good; and that therefore,
he muft either, bear fuch things; or decline his
| 'atigémpts. " But .the latter, he knew, would di-
" minith, and not ¢magnify his office’. There-
: fore he refolved to ule a moft extenfive ¢ paffive-
 nefs’. < Being reviled, I blefs; being defam-
- ¢ ed, Iintreat; being perfecuted, I fufferit.
. w#endure all things for the eleét’s fake, that they
- ¢ alfo may obtain falvation”, 1 Cor. iv. 12, 13.
2 Tim. ii. 10. The Corinthians owed him the
honour of a father; yet behaved undutlfully
Inftead of refenting this, he cries, My little
‘¢ children--- I will very gladly fpend, and be
« {pent for you; tho’ the more abundantly I
<< Jove you, the lefs I be loved™, 2 Cor. xii. 12.
The Galatians,  once, would have ¢ oiven their
<< eyes for him” ; neverthelefs they, afterwards,
treated him as an “enemy”. Inftead of up-

braiding them, he declares, ““ Ye have not in-
<« jured me at all”. ch. iv. 12. The Theffalo-
nians behaved to him with the frowardnefs and
folly of children; yet ¢ he was gentle as a nurfe
- ¢¢ among them™, 1 ep. 1. 7; ¢ Paffive obedi-
ence, and non-refiftance’, were never fo affi-

duouﬂy preached for the fervice of ‘a ﬂ:ate, as
| they

- ™ L L) - - - - - - = -—
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ey Wdie thiotsughly’ pr‘a&vﬁéd by Paul; for
thic férvice of the miniftry. How this paffive:
#els tended t@ prowiote his defigh, may be illuf:
wated by the reverf€ thercof. Suppofe Paul;

when affrontéd; had been: of an unpa{ﬁv‘e tein-
?eﬁ would ‘hé not have given way to relent-
m’en‘t5 And wheén 1ngrat1tude had been fhown
“him, would he not have ufed ralllng accufations?
R¥ouild ot thefe have irritated the offenders ;
‘and the' offenders, by way of retaliation, have
exafperated the accufer? Would not alterpms
tions; hafred; fhinefs; or, perhaps; hoftilities
‘then fiave enfued? ‘Would not he be burding
‘with chole 3, and the. _people be lying in-wait to
" 'dohim defpltc > And thus, he muft have bécomé

Ancagable of doings: and they of receiving, any
beneﬁt s .and the minifiry; and people muft

hav¢ fuﬁ'ered through his want of tempet.
"Wherefore;: ¢ hie that is. foon angry ig: not. to
be admisted i into the miniftry; Tit: i. 7. Epic-
tetus ceunts him: no- philofopher; thdt cannot
¢¢ bear arid forbeat” for great ends: Miich: lefs
is ke to be efteemed a minifter of ]efus Chrift,
who will not endure evils,. and reftain. from. re-
_venge for the fake of faving fouls;: What a
French author faith of a miinifter of. ftate; iniy
‘be applied ta 4 minifter of the. Gofpei, ¢ Fle
<« muft be abfolute mafter of his: paflions; or
&< rather have no pafiions st all”; SoDavid and

N Sau}
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Sfu‘ll became, «¢ 35 men that hear’ fot] and’, q{‘

jec whoi'e mouths are no reproofs in order td

Q gain the fon$ of, Billal that clamovred and re=
"belled againft them, 1 Sam. x. 27, Pfal. xxxVviii,
13, And perfons in the facred office, muft}
fometlmes, be as men that can nelther heary
- {ee, feel, nor fpeak 3 uﬂ: put; up with af:
. fronts, and nqt refent 111 ufage. - The bulk of
. mankind are too apt to be ungrateful, and per«.
. verfe to miftake their friends, for theu- ene-
rmes . thelr advantage, for their pre_]udlce 3
© their- pafﬁons and humours, Jfor reafon ; a;nd.
| the1r caprice, lfor conduc. And as, thefe have
moft need of the mmlﬁry, fo, the miniftet
% will have to do chleﬂy with fuch as thefe. But:

Wlthout pafﬁvenefs, or. bearmg and f'orbcanng
it will be 1mp0ﬂible to deal with thern. Such 2

n
——

meek temper, and gentle carriage, may, by}
fome, be confidered as ¢ tamenefs’, ¢ few111ty

and ~ ¢ meannefs of fpirit’; but if they Weigh thc
reafon, defign, and dlfﬁculty thereof, they will
ather applaud thern, as 1nﬂ:ances of great hero...
ifm, and great goodnefs of heart. And’ mi-
: m[’cei's, devoid of thefe, can neither aét in cha-
racter, not ¢ magmfy their office.’

6. When Paul u:h(ii‘:i‘ﬁoo'd that men, and
' all the arts of men, Werer ¢ nothing, except

C - * e God

Sy ull
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«« God fhould give the increafe”; then ¢ his]
& earrieft prayers, day and night, - were, that}
«“ God would give that increafe”. Then he fo.. -
licited the churches  to join thelr prayers, Wlth
his, for the fame blefling; as may be feen ‘in
moft of his epiftles. And ¢ great, and conti~
‘¢ nual were his forrow and heavinefs’’, while
that exertion of divine power was deferred, Rom.
ix. 1, 2. How requifite fuch a conduct was, to
the fuccefs of the miniftry, may be made plainer
by allowing him to have acted otherwife. SuP-
pofe him not to have been convinced < That
“ Paul i1s nothmg, Apollos nothing,-and Ce-
‘% ‘phas nothing™, in point of rendering the mi-
niftry eﬁicacwus, would he then have depended

upon “ the power which is of God”; or have
fought for it in earneft 2* Or would he not, ra-

ther, have_ prelumed, that his fine parts, learn-
ing, eloguence, and induftry, would be ¢ fuf-
¢ ficient, for this thing”? And could he then
have <magnified his miniftry>, by making it a
“ favour of life unto life” to any? Or, muit
he not rather have been confounded and difap-

pointed, at laft, and have {aid, with them of
old, ¢ This is the finger of God”, and I was

not equal to the tatk 7 And muft not the world
have reported of him, 1n Grotius’s lamentatlon,
““ He took a great deal of ,learned pains to do

- ¢ nothing ¢
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¢« nothing” ¢ Iam afraid, that the ufelefsnefs
of fome minifters, and, conifequently, the dif~
honour of their office, are owing, either to their
indifference about the fuccefs of their preach-
ing ; or, toa want of convi&tion, that without
the concurrence of divine poewer, they cannot
convert one finner; and therefore it is, that
they do not pray for that power, w1th Importy-

nity, and perl’rancc.

Thus have we taken a curfory view of Paul’s
condudt, as a minifter, in feveral of its branches.
And have had reafon to obferve, that it, like
a well laid fcheme, Wwas an excellent contrivance
to render the miniftry ¢great’, <honourabie’,
and ¢glorious’, by making it ufeful. And, if
we examine the other parts of his condu&, "we
thall difcover {fufficient ground for making the
like remark upon them. Defire of fuccefs was
the direCtor and regulator of his life ; and all
the circumftances thereof were difpofed to fa-
vour that fuccefs ; as the feveral incidents in a
dramatic plot, favour the cataftrophe. And
this, my brother, is the man that cries to you,
and me, ¢ Be ye followers of me” ! And if we
neglect the exhortation, and decline the exam-
ple, fhall we not be like them, < who know
£ how todo good, but do it not” 2

- k- A el —— -
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111. The defcrlpnons which Paul cives off
Perfons Who may, and may not be admltted
into the miniftry argue, not only, that hege
Inmfelf ¢¢ magmﬁed the office’™; but, that hewfc
was anxious to have it mao-mﬁed by Others,,
| when he thould be no more. By one * of thofe:
defcrlptlons, he points out, ard recommends
-the men who are worthy of the miniftry ; by thejs
other he {pecifies, and preclud&erfons who are a,u
'dlfquahﬁed to bear the office. 'Therefore thefel:
defcriptions’ are, in effect, ftanding tefts of ﬁt-':.*
‘pefs, and unﬁtnefs for the facred fun&xon. _—

¥
1*:'1'
e

,,J'

l'
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1. The following defcription fhews us, howL
anxious Paul.was to have the office -filled Witht1
‘f

| perfons that would be a credit to it. Each candi- }
" date, he faith, ¢ muft be blamelefs ; the hul-

e band of one wife”, if a huiband; *¢ vigilant, |

<¢ {ober ; of good behaviour ; given %o hofpi- .
¢ ¢ality ; apt to teach; patient; one that rgl-
< eth well his own houfe”, if mafter: of a fa-

mlly; «« 3 lover of good men; jufts holy;
¢ temperate ; muit hold faft the faithful word,

‘¢ 46 he hath been taught; muft be a,bleZ by.
s¢ {ound dQé’cl ine, both to exhort and convinge

<< Gamfayas , and muil have 2 cfopd report pt

;;;;;;

“¢ Lhcm tha.t ale ’WlthOUtm 2 Tlm, ill, 2-721Q

] - s I g

Tic. i, 7--Q. And leﬂ: l:hey5 syhg are to ¢ Egﬁar
I% 111 e 'f"'"' ?; R T R .. tﬁq
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the office, fhould be deceived with appcar.ances,
e advifes them, <¢ To lay hands fuddenly upon
¢¢ no man’ ; but to let time afcertain the reality
{of his qualifications. ¢ Letim, firft, be proved”,

2. His defcription of perfons that
% may not hold the office, difcovers his con-
?cern for the honour of it; for he, thereby,
X s precludes M, whofe unfitnefs, whether moral
w- or natural, would, of neceffity, fink it ta can-
tempt. ‘They, whom he defcribes, by way of
precluﬁon, are the following, (1.) < Every
; ¢« man that is given to wine; 3 f’crlker s Cove-
i <¢ tous; greedy of filthy lucre; a novice; a
<¢ brawler ; acculed of' riot ; untr uly s felf-will-

< ed; foon angry”. And, 1nde¢:d every one
iha:t lives in any allowcd fin 3 for ¢ the candi-

¢¢ date muft be blamelefs I T1m. 111. 3---6

Tit. i. 6, 7. (2.) He feems, in one place, to
preclude every one, on wham former crimes
had fixed an indelible fcandal So the fons of
Eh and Barzﬂlal, Were thruﬂ: out of the prleﬂ:-
hood the one for unclea:nnefs, in the fan&uary -
the Other, for a commtxtﬁre with heathens, the
" evil gffelts of which were remedllef's., 1 Sam., i.
i iu, Ez. i1, 62, The rea:lon of the above preclu-
ﬁon, .;grav be, that; fuc}} a perﬁm muﬂ: hold the

ofﬁcc i;o a vre.:_lt d{{_'advantage, Hls enormltles,

ghg- repenfcc’@ of; will ever e gemembred s and,
therefore,
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therefore, his moral afpeét will always appear
hideous to men, like a mangled face after the
wounds are healed. (3.) Some are, by nature,|
the << weaker veffels 3 and he forbids depofit-|

ing the minifterial treafure in fuch. <1 fuﬁ'eri

¢ mot 2 woman to teach.” 1 Tim. ii. 12. And

by parity of reafon, he precludes all whom na-
ture intended not for the office, viz. Such as are
defe@ive in underftanding, utteran®, “infupera-

bly irafcible, &e.

And now, judge ye, if a manwho took fuch care
to furnith the miniftry with perfons, duly quali-
fied ; and to keep out of it, all that would dif-
parage it, had not reafon to fay, ¢ I magnify
mine office” ? Judge you, my brother, if you
be not bound to ufe the fame care, and caution,
as long as you call his office, your own ? ’

IV. The dire&ions which Paul gives to per-
fons, in the office, account for what he declares,
in our text ; for they are directions adrmrably
well calculated to ¢ magnify his office.”

1. He direfts them to ftand difengaged from
Jfecular avocations, , and to devote themielves

wholly to the n;nmftry ““ Give thyfelf wholly
>t %o thele thmgg_,_: No man, ti}g.__g warreth, en-
¢¢ tangleth




( 23 )

e tangleth himfelf with the affairs of this life;
<< that he may pleafc him who hath chofen him
< to be a foldier.” 1 Tim. iv 15. 2 Tim. ii. 4.
EThe reafon, of the above direftion, is plaing
qm:v man can © magnify the miniftry’, except he
i excel in it 3 no uninfpired man can excel, except
3;‘ he give bimfelf wholly to-it, - And, that minif-
. ters might not be necefiitated to incumber thems
| felves with the world, Ged hath appointed them
5;‘: 2 maintenance from the people. 1 Cer. ix. 4.
. Fte hath alfo allowed them deacons, that eveii

' the temporal affairs of -the c¢hurch, fhould not

engrofs their time, and attention. A&, vi. 1--7.
" They, therefore, who unneceflarily embarrafs
g themfelves with worldly avocations, muit needs
f ¢ difhonour their office. INOU only by the poor

¢ figure they will make init; but alfo, by their

{!r rebellion againft the will of God ; the difhonefty
they are guilty of ; and the facrilege they com-
v mit. I fay ¢ unneceflarily.” For thole good
i Chriffans who will do fomething rather than let
“ the caufc {ink, and let the people be ¢ as fheep
- << without a fhepherd ; and who think, 2 * wo
. ¢ will be to them if they preach not the gofpel]
© ¢ and yet can net live of the gofpel,” are, m
', my opinion, objects of divine, and human be-
' nevolence. . While-one hand does- the work of

the rmmﬂfrv and the other laboureth for daily
. bfcadg
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hréad théy be¢one worthy of dof,;ble honour“ .
Thereforc Paul fhines not{o glonouﬂy any Where,'
as at, Corinth, where neceflity obliged him toi}
preach, and make tents. . But without neceﬂity
fuch a conduét involvesin it a compllcatlon of . '
viees: ‘The minifters exPe&auons are finted o
«¢ food and raiment”. ‘1 Tim, vi. 8.  If, there-
fore, they can ¢ live of the gofpel”, nothing |
but difcontent Wlth their wages, and the love of
money, cati induce them to « ferve God and |
§¢ Mammon .. A mafter has a tight to his fer-
Yant_s tinde _a_gdiiﬂlabour. - But if the fcfrva_nt
cniploy that. time and 1a‘b,0u1f about his own |
concerns, he is reckone_gi 3 varlet: And is
pot God eur mafter ?’ Does he not pajr us?

Do not they; Eerefore; <« rob God”, who re-
fufe him their tinte, .and fervices? Is not  their

tifhe facred to the miniftry, as the fabbath
is to religion ? And; if they employ it o-
therwife; . Are.they not as culpable as thofe,
who profane the ‘Lord’s Day by doing: fhere-.
on any marner of unneceflary work ? Is it
not a violation of common honefty, to allow
hKim about the feventh part of our time, who
pays us forall 2 Is it not impious to put God and
his church off W1th the ¢¢lame, the blind, and
¢ the maimed”; wviz. the crude produéhons of

few heurs ;. and expedt payment cven for fuch
ol Oﬁ’ermgs,
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y inay not pafs without gefs-a -
g fom gto employ our. deacons an,d
E ngd elders to do the bufinefs of the churchy
_ gr- We mlght gain tiine to miind our own inter=
,,s smore €ffeétually 3 and to confound thefcler-.-:
yman with the layndan; that we mlcrht galn the
nore - Do they hotiour their ol'ﬁce, who, by
mlfapphcauon of their time and induftry, res.
firiain ¢ wotkmen that need {0 be athamed” ;
fand contmue _novices in their profeffion, whilé
thelr 1mprovﬂnent in thie art of hufbandi'y, or
ln the myftery of trade, ot of mechasiifin; is <ma<
d¢< pifeft to all ? fs it a ﬁgn of a -faithful mmiﬂ
i’cer, to Jom ¢ houfe to houfe; and add field to
¥ field” 3 "and  at . the!fame timey ilet -the
caufe of God dwindle and decay thybligh {lack=
nefs of hands? Which, think yau, atfe the ho=

neﬁ men? They Who?m *fpend “and are fpefit’
* in the ‘mihiftry;. and hava;slg_xo avré than food
% and raiment, as appears by thef defolate widéws
and fatherlefs children they leaivei to the mercy

¢ of the world ; or they who, by the fald double
deahrig, viz. making the miniftry theé. bufinef3
of the Sabbath, and their own -intefeft the bufi-
nefs of other days, leave dower to their widows,
and portions. to their - childfeny and yet wohld
not 1n their life time, fo much_ as drefs decently

for the credit then- t:;-fﬁce'ii R,
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bread, théy be¢oine worthy of doublé honour..
Therefore Paul thines not fo glorioufly any where, ;;'
as at Corinth, where neceflity obliged him to A
preach, and make tents. But without neceflity, }
{fuch a conduét involvesin it a comphcatxon of g
vices: The minifters expectations are finted to g
“ food and raiment”. 1 Tim, vi. 8. If, there- s
fore, they can ¢ live of the gofpel”, nothing
but difcontent with their wages, and the love of -
money, cant induce them to ¢ ferve God and
¢ Mammon”.- A mafter has a right to his fer- -
vant’s time and labour. But if the fervant
employ that time and labour about his own
concernhs, he is reckoned a wvarlet. And is
not God our mafter ? Does he not pajr us ? |
Do not they; therefore; <« rob God”’, who re-
fufe him their time, and fervices ? Is not theif
time facred to the miniftry, as the fabbath
is to religion? And; if they employ it o-
therwife; = Are they not as culpable as thofe,
who profane the Lord’s Day by doi,rig there-
on any manner of unneceflfary work? Is it
not a violation of common honefty, to allow
him about the feventh part of our time, who
pays us forall ? Is it not impious to put God and
his church off with the ¢ lame, the blind, and
-¢¢ the maimed”, wviz. the crude productions of

fe’w hours; and expeét payment even for fuch
. offeringss

L
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Ef’erings*.‘ that Sunday may not pafs Wlthout gef-_
ng fomethmg, to employ our deacons and
uling elders to do the bufinefs of the church;
at we niight gain time to mind otir own inter-
;I]: more effectually ; and to confound the cler=
’%yman with the layman, that we might galn the
smore?. Do they honour their office, who, by
__xa mifapplication of their time and induftry, re-
main ¢ workmen that need to be athamed’;
and contiue novices in their profeffion, while
- their improvement in the art of hufbanhdty; or
-in the myftery of tradé, or of mechariifin, is ““ma-
¢<nifeftto all?  Is it a fign of a faithful mini-
“fter, to join ¢¢ houfe to houfe; and add field to
ﬁ“ field”:; and at the {ameé nr_ne, let the
caufe of God dwindle and decay throtigh {lack-~
nefs of hands ? Which, think yeu ate the ho-~
neft men? They who: “fpend ‘and are {pent’
in the mihiftry; and Havé:no more thar food

and raiment, as . appears by the defolate widows
' and fatherlefs children they leave.to the mercy
". of the world ; or they who, by the faid double

dealmg, viz. making the miniftry the bufinefs

- of the Sabbath, and their own intefeft the bufi-

nefs of other days, leave dower to tlieir widows,
" and portions to their childrens and yet wotld
not 1n their life time, fo much as drefs decently
for the credit gf their office?,
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5. He directs minifters ﬂo Cifty
anid ¢ meditate’. ¢ Study to’ ';. r '
¢¢ workman &c. Give attcndance to read’l':
‘« &c. Meditate on thefe.things &c>.
iv, 13, 15. 2 Tim.ii, 15, We mutt, pu”“ f
thefe direttions, or we fhall not be able to magj
nify our office ; for infpiration cannot be expc&
“ed. Induftry, in the ule of the above meansg
" accompanied with prayer, is the expedient by
~ which we may advance to the degree of *¢ abl
minifters of the New teftament.”™ vRea.dlrifg,‘i
furnitheth us with a rich variety of ideas, and E
fentiments. - Meditation, helps the judgment ta!
feparate and adjuft them. Study, like necefii-
ty, is 2 mother of invention. And writing all
our difcourfes, improves our di€ion. ¢ The
<« preacher, being wife,---fought out acceptable
¢ words”. Eccl. xii. g, ro. Without due ob-
fervance of the faid direétions, an uninfpired man
- will never ¢¢ be throughly furnifthed unto every
¢ good word, and work”; but muft remain an
Ignoramus in his profeflion, and a mere Bat-
tus in diction ; having but one fet of ideas,
and one flring of phrafes---thofe, confufed---
and thefe, uncouth. Thus, he will perform
his miniftry in a litel€circle, ending at the point
where he begun, and beginning, again, where

he ended which, like the identical round and
clack

-.ﬁ'-



- And we muﬂ:

Fonfine our readmg, ftudy, and meditations
things that more iminediately concern our
fincion; elfe, we fhall commit an error like
é;t of thofe, who would ¢ ferve God and
Mammon®. ‘Therefore they, in the mini-
Iy, | feem to be diffuaded .f_l‘ om ¢ PhﬂQfOPhy,_,
fcience, &c. Col.ii.8. Thefe, have their profeffors;
fand Theology is the profeflion of the < man of
¢ God”. 1 am aware, that many things have
been faid againft laying fo.much ftrefs upon
3 eading, ﬂudying, meditating, and Wwritings
'.' I fear, they amount to no. more than
Bpologies for lazinefs, and ignorance,

3. He enjoins frequency in preaching. ¢ Be
?;i‘ inftant in feafon, and out of feafon®. 2 Tim.
:3v. 2. The end of the miniftry is beft promot-
%d by < line upan line, precept upon precept,
“a little here, and a little there. Time to
*g)repare we muft allow ourfelves s elle, we

1

é%hall ¢ offer to the Lord what coft us no labour”;
'Exand deliver to the people what deferves no at-
t’;?tenuon. There is a <¢ Scale of duties, a hiera-
#¢ chy of upper and lowei commands®, as Milton
peaks. - And, with a due obfervance of this fcale
i duties, a minifter thould be ¢ apt or forward
£ o

o
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. He direé&s minifters to ‘ﬂ:\.}dy ,. Sready
and meditate’. ¢ Study to- ﬂiaw thyfelf
¢¢ workman &c. Give attendance to readml
¢« &c. Meditate on thefe things &c”. 1 Titﬁ;
v, 13, 15. 2 Tim. i1, 15, We muft, purffrf
thefe directions, or we thall not be able to mag "‘
nify our office ; for infpiration cannot be expeé‘t‘
ed. Induftry, in the ufe of thie above means;
accompanied with prayer, is the expedient by?
which we may advance to the degree of ¢ able
minifters of the New teftament.” Reading,
furnifheth us with a rich variety of ideas, and
ientiments. - Meditation, helps the judgment to
feparate and adjuft them. Study, like neceffi-
ty, is a mother of invention. And writing all%
our difcourfes, improves our diction. ¢ The
¢t preacher, being wife,---fought out acceptable
¢ words”. Eccl. xii. g, 10. Without due ob-
fervance of the faid direétions, an uninipired man
- will never ¢¢ be throughly furnithed unto every
¢ ogood word, and work’ ; but muft remain an
Ignoramus in his profeffion, and a mere Bat-
tus in diétion ; having but one fet of ideas,
and one ftring of phrafes---thofe, confufed---
and thefe, uncouth. Thus, he will perform
his miniftry in a litelécircle, ending at the point
where he begun, and beginning, again, where
he ended ; which, like the identical round and
clack



lack of' a. rmﬂ wﬂl prefently weary,? to death,
the attention Yof: his hearers. - And we muft
ronfine our reading, ftudy, and meditations
Yo things that more immediately concern our
ancion; elfe, we fhall commit an error like
that of thofe, who would ¢ ferve God and
?f-’ Mammon®. ‘Therefore they, in the mini-
ftry, feem to be diffuaded from ¢ Philo{ophy,
Ycience, &c. Colii.8. Thefe, have their profefiors;
‘and Theology is the profeflion of the ¢ man of
% God”. 1 am aware, that many things have
been faid againft laying fo much ftrefs upon
teading, ftu dying, meditating, and writing
but I fear, they amount to no more than
ﬁ?.pologws for lazinefs, and ignorance.

3. He enjoins frequency in preaching. ¢ Be
#¢ inftant in feafon, and out of feafon”. 2 Tim.
v. 2. The end of the miniftry is beft promot-
;,ed by ¢ line upon line, precept upon precept,
%< a little here, and a little there’>. Time to
-prepare, we muft allow ourfelves; ellfe, we
-dhall ¢¢ offer to the Lord what coft us no labour”s
-and deliver to the people what deferves no at-
tention. There is a <¢ Scale of duties, a hiera-
“¢¢ chy of upper and lower commands”, as Milton
,-j'peaks. - And, with a due obfervance of this {cale
bf duties, a minifter thould be < apt or forward

LG
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% to"teach”; and not IO@% 5
which glves hlrn a Chance Of “H’: ’i '

4. Our author dire@s us, alfo, to avoid ing
dulcrence, tendernefs, dehracy, and effemmat :
'tlmoroufnefs as enemies to the fuccefs of ourF ;

miniftry. ¢ Endure hardnefs as a 1 good foldlel .».'
¢c of Jefus Chnft”. 2 Tim. ii, 3. He that de

fifts, or abates preaching, by reafon of fatlgueug
hardfhips, and dangers difhonoureth his office;:

not only, by mal-;mg it lefs uletful than it mlgh ":35‘:‘
be; but by fhowing, that health, eafe, {afety@
and life, are more 1mportant to him, than the:
falvatlon of fouls. A foldier who declines hi ‘é
duty by reafon of l'tardﬂups and dangers, is ca-z

fhired as 2 coward. And a rnmlﬁ:er that Wlllt%’
ﬂmch through tengernefs or. timoroufnefs, _(:anf

no more ¢ mao-mfy his office’, than a coward (.anﬁ.
- do honour to the mlhtary profeflion, Hear the?
bra.ve and hardy Paul! ¢ None of thefe thmgs
© move me 3 neither count 1 my life orecious,
¢< fo that 1 mignt accomph{h my 1'[111‘11&1‘}7”,&
A&. xx, 3_4., And there is a {enfe, in which a.l
minifter muift ¢ Hate father, mother, w1fe,
2 children, brothers, fifters, ]n(::'ti{?“"s,l yands, a}nd\
% his own life ; or not be werthy of his maf’cerf‘;
Batth, x. 3 7: Lu, xiv, 28, ;

- 1_,'__ |
2, He
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% minifters to excmphf'y their
¢ir practice. ¢ Be thau an ex:-~
3¢ ample of the bellevers in word converfatmn,
¢ charity, fpirit, faith, and putity, Thou that
¢ teacheft another, teacheft thounot thy felf” ?
1 Tim. iv. 12. Rom. ii. 21,  Practice fpeaks
louder than words, tho’ every preacher were a
Stentor, And he, who lives not up to his
preaching.,* will do little, or no good, tho’ he
fhould ¢ {peak with the tongues of men and
¢ angels™. *

vvvvvvvv
r Y

!

6. He direfts minifters to be cautious whom
they ordain. <¢ Lay hands fuddenly upon no
¢¢ man--~ let lum, firft, be proved. 1 Tim. v.
22. Hafte and precipitation; he forbids; for
the ftrongeft appearances of minifterial quali-
fications leave the candidate but a ¢ novice”,
to ustill time, and tryal alcertain the reality of
thofe qualifications. And the preceding difcri-
mination of perfons that may, and may not
be ordained, would be vain, if circumipecti-
on and warinefs be not ufed, ‘The negleting
of this caution 3 a difpenfing with the wantef
the ferementtonad marks of fitnefs; and a
kamw at any of the faid tokens of exclufi-

'uﬁ"l-h' e - o
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i on, have been means of vilifying the offices
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and ef making the venerable WQrd; PARSON
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< to teach™; and not lofe. oppartumty
which gives him a chance of faﬁ 'z one foul.
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4. Our author dire&s us, alfo, to avoid in:
du]o-ence, tendernefs, dehracv, and ef’femmate‘*
‘tlmorouﬁlefs,, as enemies to the fuccefs of ou
miniftry. ¢ Endure hardnefs as a2 cood foldlel
¢¢ of Jefus Chrift”. 2 Twm. 1. 3, He that de ~§
fifts, or abates preaching, by reafon of fatlo*ue
hardfhips, and dangers du’honoureth his office;
not only, by making it lefs ufeful than it mlght
be; but by fhowing, that health, eafe, fafefy,i
and life, are more important to him, than the
falvation of fouls. A foldier who declines hh *
duty by reafon of hardfhips and qangers, 1s ca-
fhired as a coward. And a minifter, that will
finch through tendernefs or timorouinefs, can
no more ¢ ...naonifw lvs office’, than a coward can
' do honour to the military profeffion, Idear the
brave and hardy Paull ¢¢ INcne of thefe thmgs'
‘“ move me; neither count 1 my life precious, -
¢« {o that I might accomplith my miniftry”.
A&. xx, 24. And there is a fenfc, in which a
minifter muft < Hate father, mother, wife,
<< children, brothers, {ifters, houles, lands, and
s¢ hig own life ; or mot be worthy of his mafter.®,
Matth, ». 37, Lu, xiv. 26. :

v
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5. He *thargea minifters to exemplify the1r.
preachmg in‘their practice, ¢ Be thou an ex-
<« ample of the believers in word, converfation,
¢¢ charity, fpirit, faith, and purity, Thou that
<« teacheft another, teacheft thounot thy felf* 2
1 Tim. iv. 32. Rom. ii. 21,  Pratice fpeaks
louder than words, tho’ every preacher were a
Stentor. And he, who lives not up to his
preaching, will do little, or no good, tho’ he
fhould ¢ {peak with the tongues of men and
¢ angels™,. ;

6. He direfs minifters to be cautious whom
they ordain. ¢ lL.ay hands {uddenly upon no
¢ man--- let him, firft, be proved. 1 Tim. v.
22. Halfte and precipitation, he forbids; for
the ftrongeft appearances of minifterial quali-
fications leave the candidate but a ¢ novice”
to ustill time, and tryal afcertain the reality of
thofe qualifications. And the preceding difcri-
mination of perfons that may, and may not
be ordained, would be wvain, if circomipecti-

) on and warinefs be not uied. The neglecting
.~ ofthis caution ; 2 difpenfing with the want of
| the forementioned marks of fitnefs; and a
J winking at any of the {aid tokens of exclufi-
" on, have been means of vilifying the office;
g and of rpaking the venerable word, earson,
4




a double ent&ndré, eXpreﬁve of
refpe&

‘Thus, my brother, have I laid before you
fome of the directions, which our author gives
to perfons in the miniftry. And as your good
fenfe muit have difcovered their tendency to
¢ magnify the office’ ; {o your piety will urge
you to a ftrict obfervance of them more than a-
ny thing I can {ay, I, therefore, conclude with
the words of Paul, to a young man whom he
ordained, ¢ Confider what I fay ; and the
¢ Lord give thee underftanding in all things™.

[ END of the SERMON. ]
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A
NARRATIVE

Of the ordination of the Rev. Samuel Jones, a.B,

Jan. 2, 1763. Publifhed at the requeft of them
who were prefent.

T H E folemnity began with prayer. Then was
fung the 144 bymn, 2d. book, of Dr. Watts.

After that, tbe foregoing [ermon was preached.
When fermon was over, one of the three minifters,

prefent, ftood up and [poke to this qﬁéﬁ :

When the church of Jerufalem, <¢ the mother
€¢ of us all,” had chofen men to office, it is re-
corded, ¢ That they fet them before the apoftles
‘¢ to be ordained, by laying on of hands and
“ prayers.” We defire, therefore, that this
church will fet before us the man whom they
fﬁ have chofen to the miniitry.

Then the veprefentative of the chureh co nducled
the candidate to the minifiers 3 ome of whom ad-

drqﬂéd bim in this manner. The
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a double entendre, exprefive of - ibf'i h?fcom, and

refpect. SR | )

‘Thus, my brother, have I laid before you
fome of the directions, which our author gives
to perfons in the minifiry. And as your good
fenfe muft have difcovered their tendency to
¢ magnify the office’ ; {fo your piety will urge
you to a firict obfervance of them more than a-
ny thing I can fay. I, therefore, conclude with
the words of Paul, to a young man whom he
ordained, ¢ Confider what I fay ; and the
¢ Lord give thee underftanding in all things®.

[ END of the SERMON. ]

A HAR=



NARRATIVE

Of the ordination of the Rev. Samuel Jones, a.®.
Jan. 2, 1763. Publithed at the requeft of them
who were prefznt.

7 H E folemnity began with prayer. Then was
Jung the 144 bymn, 2d. book, of Dr. Watis.

dfter that, the foregoing [ermon was preached.
When fermon was over, one of the three minifters,

"- prefent, ftood up and fpoke to vhis effeli

‘When the church of Jerufalem, ¢ the mother
¢¢ of us all,” had chofen men to office, it 1is re-
corded, < That they fet them before the apoftles
¢ to be ordained, by laying on of hands and
€ prayers.” We defire, therefore, that this
church will fet before us the man whom they
have chofen to the miniftry.

Then the reprefentative of the church condufled
- the candidate to the minifiers 3 one of whom ad-
. dreffed bim in this manner. The
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The féo‘ard Whlch we pay: to that o Jacred
tharge | ¢ Lay hands fuddenly on no man”. ]
obhges us to ufe caution. Sir, we would beé

certified of your call to preach:

The candidate prefented a copy of bis call, which
was andibly read.

We would, alfo, fe¢ your licence ; which
may be to us a teftimony of your good morals ;
and of the approbation which your minifterial
abilities have obtained.

The Lrence was prefented, which was alfo read.

We would, likewife, beé ceitified of your
életion to the minifiry 3 and recommendation
to us for ordination.

The reprefentative of the church, who food By thé
candidate, delivered credentials of the [aid eleftiong
and recommendation, and vetived. Thofe were

read. And the faid minifter proceeded.

Hitherto your advances towards the miiniftry
appear to have been regular and fair. But we
are obliged to feck for further fatisfaction s
which fatisfaction you alone are capable of giv=

ng.
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1. Permlt the therefore to afk, Do %ﬁ
ir, < willingly, and not by conftraint ; out of
< 5 ready mind, and not for filthy lucre,”® de<
?or:e' yourfelf to the fac red 'oﬁice 3 |

 The c‘audzdate / gmﬁed that ihe minifiry *zéas,
o bim, & matter of free choicey and that bis
few was not lucrative.

Do you believe that you are moved hereto By
g‘the Spirit of God;y {o, that a ¢ neceflity is;
\sthereby, laid on you to preach the Gofpel; and
%that a wo will be to you if you preach it n8ts
ifor no man taketh this honour unto himfelf, bug
l@he that i is called of God, as was Aaron 2

. Which queftion, the candidate anfweﬂd in 3‘2§
aaﬁrmatz‘ve.‘

"’f:é Do you take the Bibl: to be the word of God
""‘* "in fuch a fenfe as te hold yourfelf bound to be~

lzeve all it declares; to do all it requires of youy
5 as a Chriftian; and to abftain from all it for--
. bids? Do you confider that book as the only‘
rul_e of faith and practice in matters of religion s
and as a fufficient rule ; fo that there is no occa<
fion for any other judge of controverfies; or for

-rL

WAL T

:i - J:-l-' :,.-r:-. ' v 1o,
i-'i.‘z: DH!;';IJ: -:-f {':E'ﬁ:‘rf .,;*_i-;'_ . -..'

ereeds, confeffions of faith, traditions, or acts

*
E-
-
-

b

q - -+,
L r d -
:EE rE‘! fﬂjgg.‘ "E; .-",'I



o320
‘the regard which we pay to that facred
tharge [.¢ Lay hands fiiddenly on no man”. ]
obliges us to ufe caution, Sir, we would be
certified of your call to preach.

The candidate prefented a copy of bis call, which
was andibly read.

‘We would, alfo, fe¢ your licence ; which
thay be to us a teftimony of your good morals ;
and of the approbation which your minifterial
abilities have obtained.

The licence was prefented, which was alfo read.

We would, likewifé, be ceitified of your
eleftion to the miniflry ; and recommendation
to us for ordination;

. The reprefentative of the church, who ftood by the
candidaze, delivered credentials of the [aid eleftion,
and recommendation; and vetived. Thofe were

wead. And ihe faid minifter proceeded.

Hitherto your advances towards the miiniftry
appear to have been regular and fair. But we
are obliged to feck for further {atisfaction;

which fatisfation you alone are capable of giv-
| ing.
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%1g Perrnlt ime therefore to afk, Do Vol
ﬁu-, ¢ willingly, and not by conftraint ; out of
"’“ a ready mind, and not for filthy lucre,” de-

‘vote yourfelf to the facred oﬁice y

5 T ke candidate f; gm'ﬁed that the winiftry was;
;%}Fa bim, & matter of free choice; and that bis
i *vzefw was ot lucrative.

Do you believe that you are moved hereto by
‘the Spirit of God, fo, that a ¢ necefiity 1s;
' .t_hereby, laid on you to preach the Gofpel, and
ythat a wo will be to you if you preach it n8t3
-for no man taketh this honour unto himfelf, bug
he that is called of God, as was Aaron 2%

Which queftion, the candidate anfwerecé in £
affirmative.

Do you take the Bibl: to be the word of God
- in fuch a fenfe as te hold yourfelf bound to be-
lieve all it declares s to do all it requires of youy
as a Chriftian; and to abftain from all it for-<
bids? Do you confider that book as the only
- rule of faith and praéice in matters of religions
and as a fufficient rule ; fo that there is no occa<
. fion for any other judge of controverfies; or for
sreeds, confeflions of faith, traditions, or aéts

E o
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of counclls of any denornmatlons, to_fupply ity
fuppofed defeéts ; or to be tefts of right andl
wrong either in the credenda or agenda of the re-
ligion of Jefus ? Do you hold that book as your
creed or confeffion of faith. And will you make
it your directory, whether in preaching, adml-
nlf’crlng ordmances, exer mﬁng government and

dilcipline, propagatmg or defendlng the faith
once delivered to the faints, or in performlng'

any other branch of your fundtion ?

Tbe candidate intimated, thist be owned the di-

"vme arzgm the indifpenfible anthority, and fuffici-
ﬂﬁcy of the Word of Gody and that it was bis re-
Sfolution to be direlled by zz‘, as @ Chriftian, and as
a mmg{?c’r. |

"Are you determined to make fuccefs in the

miniftry the object of your conftant and greateft
follicitude? And in order to become {uccefsful,

Will you ufe fervent prayer, and follicit your
friends to pray for you, that a divine bleHing“
may attend your labours; without which even a
Paul, .or an Apollos, or a Cephas, would be
‘“ nothing” ? Will you ¢ give yourfelf wholly
‘¢ to the mlnlﬂzry‘ s and avoid entanghng your-
¢ felf with the affairs of this life” if pofiible ;

“and be ¢ content thh food and ralment” for
a llve-
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2 livelihood is all you have a right to expeé't
«¢ by the gofpel”? Will you apply yourfelf fe-
duloufly to ¢ reading, ﬂ:udymg, meditating”’,
and other means of making your ¢ improve-
<« ment manifeft to all, and of ftirring up the
« oift that is in you”? Will you be “apt or
¢« forward to teach, or be inftant in feafon and
““ out of feafon” in preaching the word E
Will you take care to be an example of piety
and virtue to the people, and to practife. Wha.t
you fhall preach 2 'Will you <« endure hard-v
¢¢ nefs” when your duty reqmre it 3 and_'
meeknefs; and paflivenefs in cafes of provoca-
tions and ingratitude, rather than forbear your
cndeavours to {ave the abufive, and them that
are out of the way ? Will you keep < under
<¢ the body, and bring it to fub_]eéhon left
you difhonour the miniftry by ¢ fpotting it Wlth
the fleh”; and deftroy your ufefulnefs in the fa-
cred office ? Will you ftrive to be zealous in
the office 7 Will you, as far as honeﬁy and
conﬁﬂ:ency allow, make yourfelf ¢« all things to
<¢ all mens pleafe all men in all tlungs ; and be-
come the fervant of all” that you may fave the
more 7 And will you endeavour to maintain
the. proper charalter of a muuﬂ:er, whlch 18
drawn by the 1n1rn1table pens of the apoﬂ:les

"--v--Hl'ﬂ-a ~ v g o~ - e F . i .

'Paul and Peter, in 1 Tim. ] iii, Tit. i, 1 Pet. v, ?
The T
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:['uppofed defets; or to be tefts of right ang
wrong either in the credenda or agenda of the re-}
ligion of Jefus? Do you hold that book as your!
creed or confeffion of faith. And will you make
it your directory, whether in preaching, admi-.

nli’crmg ordinances, exercifing government and

dlfc:lphne, propagating or defendmg the falthﬂ
once delivered to the faints, or in performmoi:

any Other branch of your function ?
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of councils of any denommatlons, to fupply 1ts§

The candidate intimated, thar be owned the di-'

L,

'vme origin, the indifpenfible autbority, and fuffici-
ency of the Word of God s and that it was bis re- :
Solution to be airelted by it, as a Chriftian, and cz.r
a nunifter.

Are you determined to make {uccefs in the .I

mintitry the object of your conftant and greateft '
{ollicitude ? And in order to become fuccefsful,

Will you ufe fervent prayer, and follicit your T‘
friends to pray for you, that a divine blefﬁhgh
may attend your labours ; without which even a
Paul, or an Apollos, or a Cephas, would be
* nothing” ¢ Will you ¢ give yourfelf wholly
¢¢ to the mmlf'try s and avoid entangling your-
<e“felf with the affairs of this life” if pofiible ;

and be ¢¢ content with food and raiment” - . for
3 live-;
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2 livelihood is all you have a right. to expect
« by the gofpel”? Will you apply yourfelf fe-
dulouily to ¢ reading, fcudymg, meditating’’,
and other means of making your ¢ improve-
«« ment manifeft to all, and of ftirring up the
¢ oift that is in you”? Will you be ““apt or
¢« forward to teach, or be inftant in feafon and
«“ out of feafon” in preaching the word 2
Will you take care to be an example of piety
and virtus to the people, and to practife. what
you fhall preach ?  'Will you ¢¢ endure Fard—
“ nefs” when your duty require it; and ufe
meeknefs, and paffivenefs in cafes of provoca.q-
tions and ingratitude, rather than forbear your
endeavours to {ave the abufive, and them that
are out of the way ? Will you keep * under
< the body, and bring it to fubje&ron left
you dithonour the miniftry by ¢ fpotting it with
the fleth”; and deftroy your ufefulnefs in the {a-
cred office? Will you ftrive to be zealous in
the office? Will you, as far as honefty and
COnﬁ{’cency allow, make yourfelf < all things .to
¢¢ all men; plea.fe all menin all things; and be-
come the fervant of all” that you may fave the
more 7 And will you endeavour t0 maintain
the proper charatter of a 'minifter, which is
drawn by the 1n1m1table pens of the apoﬂ:les

Paul and Peter, in 1 Tim. iii, Tit. i, 1 Pet. v, 2
The
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F'he candidate’s an fwer amonnted to an affurance, |
ﬂ?“f all t/;q/%; things ﬂ?ﬁffé@ be to bim matiers of fol.
ficitude and endeavours. %‘-

[«f
There is a confefﬁon of faith (adopted by the
twenty nine Baptift churches which annually af-m
fociate at Philadelphia) wherewith you and we
are well acquainted, We would know whether
you receive that as a confeffion of your faith 2

L3
il

‘¥

»*

| Tb;'- candidate fignified, that bis fenfe of diving
- Was exprqﬂed therein 3 and that be recezwd
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ﬂlould be bound to that fyftem; or any way;

abrlged of the nc-hts of private judgment ; and

hberty of fpeech ; for that is an unhappinefs att

s

tending human eftablithments, in the kmgdom,
- pf Chrift ; which eftabh{hments have put a Pcopg
to the reformation before it was perfefted ; and
have made genius, learning, and induftry the
tools of parties, and dupes to men of like paf
fions with ourfelves ; rather than means of dn‘-.E
covering errors, and reftoring primitive Chrifti:
- anity. Upon the whole, I fee no reafon why
- you thould not be admitted into the rnmlf’cry,

gfqr yaur qualxﬁcquons in point of human learn:
- ing




o, are well known to us, who were prefent at
our examination in this college) What fay you,
1y Reverend brethren ?

laid their hands on him, and [poketo this effeci.

}  Inthe name of the Lord Jefus. And, ac-
;: cording to the pradice of his apoftles, and their
! contempOYies, We lay hands on you our bro-
! ther ; whereby you are ordained or conftituted

$

i

B

:

:

: a PRESBYTER OF MINISTER in the church&gf
Xt

i
:

Chrift ; and impowered ta exercife every branch
of the gafpel miniftry, whether ©ordaining’,
¢ overfeeing’, ¢ruling’, €preaching’, ¢feeding
the flock of Chrift’, <evangelizing’, ¢ baptiz-
‘ ing’,. < breaking bread’, or whatever elfe be-
longs to the charadter------ And, O .thou Head
of the church l--- unchfafe, that what we now
! do on earth, may be approved and confirmed
in heaven !--- L.ook down favourably on this
thy fervant, who on his bended knees dedicates
himfelf to thee, and the fervice of thy fan&tu-
ary !--- Accept of his devoted felf, and fervices !
--- Let this the laying on of our hands, which

{eparates him from the people ; and ranks him

~ with them that minifter to thee in {acred things,
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Fbe candidate’s anfwer amounted to an affurance,
f/.mt all thefe things fbould be to bim maticrs of ﬁal 1
ficitude and endeavours.

IR oM

There is a confeffion of faith (adopted by the
twenty nine Baptift churches which annually af-
fociate at Philadelphia) wherewith you and wes
are well acquainted, We would know Whethern
you receive that as a confeflion of your faith ?

The candidate fignified, ihar bis fenfe of dz‘vzm‘
#ﬂm os was exprefled therein 3 and that be received

s'?‘ias tioe only bhuman [ifeem be approved.

We do not mean by our queftion, that youli

ihould be bound to that fyftem; or any way
abrlged of the ncrhts of private judgment ; and

hberty of fpeech ; for that is an unhappinefs at
tending human eftablithments, in the kingdom
of Chrift ; which eftablithments have put a ftop
to the reformation before it was perfefted ; and
have made genius, learning, and induftry the
tools of parties, and dupeé to men of like paf-
fions with ourfelves ; rather than means of diill:‘
covering errors, and reftoring primitive Chrifti-
anity. Upon the whole, I fee no reafon why
- you fhould not be admitted into the miniftry;
(for yaur qualifications in point of human learn.
| Ing
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ng, arewell known to us, who were prefent at

our examination in this college) What fay you,
my Reverend brethren ?

 They replied, That they were fatisfied. Then the
é candidate was defired to kneel 3 and ibe three mini-
4 fpers laid their hands on bim, and fpoketo this effect.

In the name of the Lord Jefus. And, ac-
cording to the practice of his apoftles, and their
" contempories, We lay hands on you our bro-
" ther ; whereby you are ordained or conftituted

a PRESBYTER Or MINISTER in the church of
. Chrift ; and impowered to exercife every branch
. of the gafpel miniftry, whether ¢ordaining’,
 ¢overfeeing’, ¢ruling’, ©preaching’, ¢feeding
the flock of Chrift’, <evangelizing’, ¢ baptiz-
ing’, ©breaking bread’, or whatever elfe be-
longs to the charatter------ And, O thou Head
of the church !--- Vauchfafe, that what we now
do on earth, may be approved and confirmed
in heaven !--- Look down favourably on this
thy fervant, who on his bended knees dedicates
himfelf to thee, and the fervice of thy fanctu-
ary !--- Accept of his devoted felf, and fervices'!
-~~ Let this the laying on of our hands, which
feparates him from the people ; and ranks him

wr.th them that minifter to thee in facred things,
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Be-dttended witha- grant‘of all that ke wants !}
Fhit'we wifh him-:--Ahdthatthou ‘haft promi}
ed to give towards fulfilling the miniftry wi}

~honour and fuccefs! Even fo, Lord Jefus. Amer,

i "z‘séeikeb. Jawac Eaton prayed to this ¢ife.|

O thou who art the ¢“door of the church‘
< who openelt and ‘o fan fhutteth® ! Open
go-this ‘thy fervant, who feeketh, Wl% all good]
thepheids, to enter by thee into the ihcepfold -
and not to climb thereintd any other Way 1
“Fhou that < clotheft thy priefts with falvation”, |
éindow him with that miniftry by whichit haJ:fhE
¢ pleafed thee to fave them that believe” ! Thou {
'who haft a{‘cended on hlgh t@ recewe glfts for

lllll

the pre{bytery, all the gifts and graces whlch he, 'i
4$ a miniftér and a Chriftian, ftands in need of!
Make hLim a polithed fhaft in thine hand, that
fany, by his miniftry, may be pricked in the
Leart with convittions of {in! And let the
Lord God anoint him to héal the broken heart-
ed. Add many feals to his miniftry! And, at
1aft, let him fhine with thofe, who have turnecl
many to no-hteoufnefs. Amen!

iy Y

‘_  Tbert tB¢ Révi. Samiiel Stilian, A. i, prayed to
Vs egffedd. O mott
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O mo{’c high and mlgh:ty God! Permit us,
(= befeech thee, to repeat our requeﬁ;s 10, be-
alf of thls thy. fervant,, whom we, in the moft

lemn manner, fet a part to the facred. office.
[.et our united fupphcauons reach. thine, ear,
J.ord God of fabbaoth! Indue him, we hums
ply pray thee, with the graces ot thy Holy Spi-
it, and every neceffary and important qualifi-
Fation.; whereby he may become.an able mini«
fter of the Gofpel, and may rightly divide:the
.ord of truth! And now, by thine aythority;

)

Sy
1)
[

‘we. fend him. forth: Be.thou the guide of - h1§

youth ; and prepare. h1m for the various.viciffis
studes through which he will have to. pafsJ May,
ghls life be a feries of benevolent and plous alli-
?z‘

ons ; and his labour attended with a blefling from
fon high! And, when thou fhalt remove him

g, ‘from this tranfitory {cene of things, may he be

<enabled to fay, ¢ I have fought a good fight; I
<« have kept the faith ; and receive the crown

;f ¢ of rlghteoufnefs which thou, the righteous
_f.,;-_ ¢« Judge, fhalt give thy faithful fervant at that
- ¢¢day, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen.

- %
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Then the miniflers withdrew ther bands s and

\ when the ardamed per fon rofe up, 1oy falated bzm

i the Sollowing manner.

We.
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“We honour yol, Sir, in the prefénce of 3
the people ; and-give you the right hand of fel
igwﬂup as a token of brotherhood, and congra
~ghlation 3 - and wifh you fuccefs in your office;
and aif ?nfwer to ‘thofe prayers which ¢ two or
- « tHreé have heartily agreed upon earth’ tog
p’ut up for you. - GF
) 4

- bm the- Rew. .[ﬁaac Eaton wem‘ o ibe pzdpzf.%
And *wbm the charge, bereanto annexed, was deli-!

vered s and the 128 byin, 1 jt book, of %r. Wdﬂ‘.f,
was (g, be difmiffed the affendly 5 who bad ﬂowﬁ
iumcominon attention, - and-pleafire, though they bad
Mm détaiiied long s and tbmgb tbe weat bet was%
. very jéwm
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A CHARGE,
Deliver’d at the ordination of the Rev. Samuel
Jones, a.B. in the College of Philadelphia.

By Isaac EaToN, A. M. minifter of the Baptif{;
church at Hopewell, &cc.

- - o

VWV HEN mortals attempt to fpeak or aét in the
immediate prefence of the heart-fearching
cop, what awe and reverence fhould poliels therr

{pirits ¢

‘We have this day been called upon to-tranfact

fome of the moft folemn concerns; not only in

attending the means of grace, in a common man-

ner ; but alfb in hearing fome of the neceflary

gualifications of a gofpel minifter clearly repre-

fented ; and *Particuiafly,I in ‘fet_ting apart our

Reverend brother to the facred office of a minii-

ter of cur1sT, by earneft prayer and impofition;
- of haiids,

£, Ih
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" "We honour you, Sir, in thé prefence of 3

F

the people ; and give you the right hand of felg
Jowihip as a token of brotherhood, and congraé

~tulation 3 and wiflr you fuccefs in your office;
and ai“anfwer to ‘thofe prayers which < two o
« threé have heartily agreed, upon earth”, t
_put up for you.

g befz the Rev. Ifaic Eato 'wem‘ to tbe ng@m
nd wbm the charge, berenunto amzexed was delz-

vered 5 and the 128 byin, 1ft beok, of %r Watts,
was [1ng, be difmiffed the affembly s who bad jbanwg?

wncommon attention, and pleafure, though they bad
 been détained long 3 and ﬂaazng tbe weatber was,
| wry /&'vere. |

— il

[ END ' of the Narrative, J
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Peliver’d at the ordination of the Rev. Samiel

Jones, a.B. in the College of Philadelphia.

': By Isaac EaToNn, a. M. minifter of the Baptifﬁ

church at Hopewell, &c.
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VV/ HEN mortals attempt to {peak or aét in the

immediate prefence of the hear t-fearching
cop, what awe and reverence fhould poiiefs thelr

Ipirits ¢

‘We have this day been called upon to tranfack
{ome of the moft folemn concerns; not only in

attending the means of grace, in a common man-
ner ; but alfo in hearing fome of the neceflary

qualifications of a gofpel rmmﬁer clearly repre-

fented ; and particularly, in fettmg apart our
Reverend brother to the facred office of a minif-

ter of cHRIsT, by earneft prayer and impofition
of hangs.

ey -
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The LORD OF LORDS, whofe goodnefs is infi-
nite, and power unbounded, hath, in mercy to his
church, placed one watchman more on the wall
of Zion . hath called one more to a¢t in his name
and by his authority, for the promotion of his

glory and goed of mankind. .

- -"Foclofe the work of this day, I am now to de-
liver unto you, my brother, a charge relative to
the office wherewith you are invefted. |

Dear fir, in the NAME oF our Lorp, I bid
_you welcome into his delightful vineyard. Icon-
gratulate you, that, after proper ftudy and prepa-:
ration, you are become a fellow-labourer, 'noti?
only with us, but with Jefus Chrift alfo.

Suffer me now ferioufly to charge you, to be:
faithful in the following things.

- Make the word of God, centained in the old |
‘and new teftaments, the conftant man of your;
counfel. This facred volume is not only able to ?
mak¢ you wife unto falvation through faith in f:
Chrift Jefus, but completely to furnith you for
every good word and work. Hence you may de-
rive doctrine, reproof, and inftru@ion in all your .
private ftudies and public adminiftrations ; €Vi- #
denced |

1
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denced and confirmed by this, how will truth
{hine, coviction ftrike the benighted minds of
mankind, and coniolation flow into the diftreffed
foul ! In duly {ftudying and properly applying
thefe {facred weapons, under the divine influence,
‘how will error flee away, andevery thing that
‘exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of the rLiv-
ING Gop be caft down and abathed ; and the
ftubborn wills of mankind, be led in willing
{ubjection. ‘

Strive, to underftand thefe facred pages, ftored
with the beft of treafures ; and to enter into the
life and Ipirit, of thefe oracLEs orF Gop. L.t
thefe be the rule of all yourdoétrines and practice.

To underftand, and live agreeable to {cripture,
form a charadter worthy men of the greateft

genius.

Need I remind you of the neceflity you will
be under, frequently to apply to the throne of
Grace--- A prayer-hearing God giveth liberally,
and upbraideth not thofe, who, fenfible of their
wants, humbly afk for Wifdom. This is one
excellent method to maintain that heavenly
mindednefs which is neceflary for every mini-
fter of the cofpel--- What can more invigorate
your mind, when you are about to addrefs man-
‘ kind
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kind in the moft ferious manner, than to enter
upon the work immediately after an holy mter-

view with the father of {pirits.----

Prayer is the duty and privilege of Chrif-
tians in general, but, in many refpetts, of a
minifter in partiCLIIar-:-~In this duty they bear,]
the different cafes and circumitances of thofe
under their care, to the good and great fhep-
herd of fouls, who carryeth the lambs in his
arms, and gently leadeth thofe with young.

Let a deep and folemn fenfe of divine truth
imprefs your {pirits---Strive to 4maintain your;
eviderices, as to a ftate of grace, clear and com-

fortable—--Meditate often on the awful realities of
a future ftate---Beware of pride, fenfuality, and

covetoufnefs, thofe deftructive preventatives of
a Ipiritual progrefs--- Take heed of popular ap-
plaufes, left they betray you, and prove an im-
pediment to your advances as a Chriftian ; and
fuccefs as a minifter--- While in this body, you
may expect to meet with many temptations,
and be {ubje&t to many infirmities ; you may be
called upon to endure hardfthips, as a good fol-
dier of Jefus Chrift---Take care always that you
be not led by the blind dictates of unruly paf~
fions, but by the deliberate and fafe directions |

Qf



¢f reafon--- A proper government of yourfelf
A . - - . .

yill 1ay a foundation for all your public relati-
dns, and render all your conneétions with man-

Eind eafy, profitable, and delightful.

> We charge you to take heed, not only to

z'ourfelf'; but to,your dofrine, that it may be

fccording to golinefs--- Whatever you preach

ﬁae well affured tﬁat it is contained in the word

’bf God ; and that all your inferences be natural

and genuine----

% *

{ Let the dignity, honers, offices and charae-
iters of the mediator be frequently the fubjetts
gof your difcourfes--- Prefs the neceflity of re-
igeneration, fanctification, and an holy life for
é;he eternal comfort and happinels of Men----

"

g

——

. Let your preaching be diftin&, plain and
¢ pungent, that you may approve yourfelf in the
E fight of God, and men alfo, ¢ a workman that
¢ « needeth not be athamed, rightly dividing the

W

«¢ word of truth--- Feed the flock of God, tak-
" ¢¢ing the overfight thereof, not by conitraint,
. < but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a
¢ ready mind ; neither as lording it over God’s
¢¢ heritage ; but being an example to the flock®-

&2

|
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In the adminiftration of ordinances, as to tl

fubjeéts and rnodes adhere ftritly to the paj
tern which 1s laid down in God’s word---

If at any time neceffity calls for it, ¢ conten{
¢ earneftly for the faith once delivered to thf
<< {a1nts——- Oppofe gainfayers, and all fuéh,
whatever name and character, as either reje§
the truth, or take pleafure in unrighteouinefs-§
Exercife all meeknefs and gentlenefs toward
the weak---In a word, as you are now called t4
minifter in holy things, attend diligently to alf
the fervices of the fan&uary--- As you. are
dhepherd, take heed to the flock, that wher

Chrift, who is the great thepherd, fhall appeary
you may have joy and praife before him---

As you are a watchman, be circumipect and
diligent to warn finners, dire& and encouraa
the weak and comfort the faints,---As a fteward |
you are entrufted with great and 1nvaluable
treafures, the precious word of God, the
of his holy Spirit, and a charge over the fouls off
men; exert yourfelf, therefore In improving}
the talents which God hath givenyou, that when|
you are called to give an account of your ﬁew—

ardfhip,|

il T -.-.l{ _4"“' -
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rd{hlp, you may be able to fay, here, Lord,
re thy talcnts with ufury---- |

| And now, under the a'quI apprehenfions of
) future meeting before the auguit tribunal of
he fupreme judge of heaven and earth, we
tharge you to be diligent, faithful and honeft
In the difcharge of the feveral duties, relative
bo this important office, which are, or fhall be
Inade known unto you--- And this we doin
prefence of the eternal God; and of the Lord
Jefus Chrift, and the holy angels: and we call
this affembly to witnefs, that you are bound br
the moit folemn obligations to devote yourfelf,
henceforward, to the work and fervice of God
in his church.

s
,E ~ Finally, we would enforce thefe things
upon your mind, by arguments drawn from
the glorious perfeftions of God, his inflexi-
ble juftice, unifpotted holinefs, eternal truth
and rich mercy; from the nature of the ever-
lafting covenant of Grace; from the incarnati-
on of the fon of God; from the holy life and
bltter agonies of the mediator; from the worth
and precioufnefs of immortal fouls ; from the
glorious reward of the faithful fervants of
Chrift, and the infupportable punithment of

the
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thé unprofitable ones; :ﬁ'om the Juﬂ: Jud
ment which Chrift- thall pafs upon the won
at the laft day; from the glories of he
‘ven, and the horrors of -hell--~- And that yq
‘may be fupported and have fuccefs in this weigh
ty undertaking, we recommend you to tl
Lord, and to the word of his Grace; aﬁ"urm
you of our conftant regard; and that our uy
felgned defires are, that the author of ever
gqod and perfe& gift may abundantly fuppl
you _ with every neceffary blefling; and th
God may enable us mutually to advance hj
glory until our laft breath. Amen. ]
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at the laft day; from the glories of he;
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