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sinfal hearts, caloulated rather 1o agyravatc their erimae than
fo avert the frowns of the Almighty, or alone forso grossan -
sult as they offered o the moral sense of mankind.

Suech are some of the consequences of that faial defection
from God that originated with the father of otr race, and is
entailed upon his posterity to their Tatest generation. . Theyex-
tend to the humblest and most exalted ranks in life; and those;
especially, who occupy stations of a public nature, are fre-
quently exposed to them. ~While discharging the duties of
these slations, and amenable to the world, many men, like
Poutius Pilite; have resorted to medns of personal justification
for their conduct which have proved that God was not inall
their thoughts, and are evidence of the mm‘al I'&Q?{)n ﬁ)zixi}g
ané danﬂ*eh peﬁnkar to t!msﬁusmtzmza‘ -
S Upon this Silbj{‘ L pérmlt me to mmar&. ﬁlbt ﬁmi mess n
éivii stations are perwnai v acuounta‘béa t{: szd for. the inﬁib
ence they exerl. :
: ot men of integrity

ac Lept appmﬁtmﬁms m :::ule smnuns,
it m ﬂfzc r intention to. dischar v iuty atising

The diversified scenos of puimsal @i:tmﬁ, inetend of w L&kf*m;w
their intentions, serve th. stimulate them to persev emme. md
mrm‘y their muuh against the reverses which sften ocenr.  To
,timag, however, who h*we mtam&d &rtne cml appf}lmmeni”,
and have been &ubjec tod 1o the ordeal of pni} ic {}g}mmm itis
not 2, au%s;aaz of much surprise, that, amidst the malitade of
ather cares, | the m{}rai 'zesg){m:sz%ikty of piﬁxlm stations has
smme&l’mﬂs been ﬁ}rgaizm. “Xet no. erahghtcmd mavf&imie or
legislator will hesitate to dglmowie.,dgﬁ that this is. !us gmau
momxt nbizirﬂlmﬂa and . sliould be bis e }}zf:f concern. -
e ei@{,tz* m of mara? azzcmmmbmw ts plamh’ tonght m ilze
’ in tha% ma;}mﬂ{% m!ume we 1931{1 ﬂmt,

maxim of civil §ﬁr§s‘pr§i~i{er§ w03 and every maral regu!atwn in
social miawurse are ev;dazztlv ‘mﬂéed pon tim wmcmmnwa
{?i‘ Ii:a % , ,’%h




. ﬁié" tat;

ing his. m*dm ymca‘%mn. ar{*

’i ixe ixﬂ'ﬁzmmé of :
yatied of Hidly {’;haram‘.u &w{ smtmn,
aul tay dﬁ&ci s.}ih x{&m'

i pmpasima 0 the L]L*‘
“he most ohscure paas:
Z: zmﬁrest»« of hm imimediate associates;

cert e m{}rai mﬁmrmeg

yvielded éefm&naa to the me}ml wwemmem csi" “*«csiumbnvv, and
tim guoenof *ﬁls&:ﬁ&f fHered a voluptary tribute of adu tation

torhis wisdom zmd virtue, {)f W §;mh she ?;ad izaaré m hm’ own
distant realma: RiETE e :

Legislatersand mxgs% ate ,
pmmhmwt of avil {i()@rs, and osr the pmme of them t%} it é{)
will s aoiwhom aii e rvqmmé 10 be subiect for the Lords
sake. - When men, thercfore, aﬁ'fz slevated 1o these stutions;
they are constituted guardians of the public thrtue and dequite
o influenice ﬁmt will afice ‘an: increased dewree, the
moralas well as civil interests of the community; and eOnEes
quﬁnﬁv renderihemscives addi i? ma%l} rg‘aqg}@nmiﬂe« :
Tb? fmihﬁii é&zchmge af ¢

Qbilgdtn on.
ti}m Ayhich :'ii 1
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andenay are registeredl an leaven ; Whis ol character of
thair .mimmmtmtmn i tiensured up in the remembrance of the
Almighty ; and having assumed the respoir bility of such sta-
tions, they mis tm;mct to render to Him aselenn account of
| ¢very official act; the tendency of whichis to promote themo-
ral interests of the communit o Jeave them unprotected and
exposed to destruction. Tt is possible for men, with-some de-
gree.of plausibilityy o serecn themselves flom the eennre iof
‘their fe?iow-mbn; by 'imputimﬁ:ﬁm%r personal gullt 1o others
but mth the Allseoing God this will not avail. The Homan
governor endsavored to exculpite hxm:ﬁii from’ puilt i ‘the
d@ath Bf}(}i‘ﬂ.’!&‘{, and to'tendir the Jows Amiuswei} Bis mnre
derers 3 but he }ﬁf}ss%s«md the power of ecleasim lom, and the
exercise of that power would have accompl ished his'purpose:
this. he did not do: he gave his permission fo ‘erucify the
Havior, and thershy rendered himself uilty of thedreadiul
deed:aistwithstaiding his cersmanial ablution and declaration
of nnocende. (8o also, whon othicrsiin authority consent o
vitrighteous civil measures, or diny those that svelesséntial te
the public virtue, merely to gratify the popular wish, they niy,
Pilate-like, attompt 10 cast the responsibility opon’ the’ ‘multi-
tm%»e, ;md exnlmimy @1 am innocent ;7 But the foul stain will
yedden oo ﬁifm hamia, m}d Ealm the Maf}r} i}i Abe? cry m fmd
for retribution. : & = e :
- The toquisitions of Divine kmela{mﬂ are i}ii&b’i@{] to ol
wen, individually, and el fndividual must respect them jist
“2s he would if no other betng existed to e atfeeted by them
bt hzmsaifl: - Allmen stand or fall t'théir ownmaster. And
: ’tfi tlié&é?é 'i'! ’i‘u}e W {EE as tu\ Q{II}E’!’::, tiw wmd of { mei a’éd resses

ﬁ:ezmslve%, am:i th{mm*afﬂ ai 'hgpubiu unie, xﬁ i5 exermwd
with wfemm:n to their ot itability. L

Wi hen men fm*wr:t {sod "i:hz are easily imim‘yﬁd e n
course of conduet, that ﬁezihar His luwv, nor the moral sense
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of the world willapproves . Bof no man can imi ,Eu& act‘mmm—s
bility toGodw ithout realizingmnucl :
This'is oneofthisanost pmmuwm ;ummph:a in mmi 3‘&1‘&‘3?}“&*;
dences: Itoriginates the solomi oathoof the juror und withess;
and - deepensithe. faiumw‘ ot am}cxiy T mfuly crﬁmzmﬂ
sndizstmoent, thatthe act: aileged Wiseu :
fear of God hefore the eyes of the i ,
waember that they anust appmr before - ﬁm smt ei C%nrisﬁ,

whers the:moral: r:%mramerm@f every ncfion, of every sderel
thing; will:-be. investigated s they reme .mber, also, that. “itis
a fearful thing to.fallmto ﬁm hmais ot the liv GodsT and
whatever may:-have beenl . imm,,{ieg%gﬁg W;Q then
experiencea salitary. che
s6:their moral accountabilitys th@y are ine
lovemerey, and with ,hmnbhr with:Gody b _
tow themselves do act thém that. referonce, &hu}? ﬂpma
hemselves fo every lemplation, ; and may be drawn infoievery
sin. Aeting without that reference; Adam. subjected himself
to the frowns.of his Creators and Cain imnbued his hanf}h in
me blood of his brothers L

- But this fgnot the extent: of ﬁm d'mtrer ar:mw fmm {f)rrre{~
fulness of this solema obligation.: The vast arens. of humian
action is occupied by minds M}mh are suseeptible of fmpres:
stons fromevery muvemﬁm zméu fhm pmuimf f:unai}iaﬁmﬁ of
the humananind. rendors ils usc'" 'pﬁzbli;‘é:y of ; :Z‘fﬁb%i}l’i‘} fram
moral actions, greater than from a1 other: cause.  Amilitary
pageant miy fire the hearts of so :mw with love: of zrinw,
and a successful agsemﬁ%tmnx ay creat » inthe
mindsofa fow adventurers; hut: the amd examples of one
righteotis taan, of th urse @ﬁ ane lmme}zal I}Lm
may afleot the morals of 2 ':
those of wnborn’ gen tions. my mdl llxduﬁd in vhls interr
wmsa with the hupan amily exerts some iufluence, The
‘Jew that demanded- of Pilute the m‘ueiﬁ vion-of ihe
Savion, msghi have meﬁwaterl im:stjwr pem{m to join inthe
goneral clamor But: tho mﬁmnm '5f ‘men is inereased. as
they atg - promoted: an Sts}mn The. mmukumt% .§ew’: who
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soughtthe Blood of }ﬁzmg W mii& have found | m ?ﬁfate another .
Gallio, who would inaf‘e driven them {rom the judoment seat,
had fhey not béen umntumz}wﬁ by the chief priests, whose
office commanded Lis respect. ’Wizu}, thtref;sre, men in pub-
lic stations exért their influence without regard to moral 6be
Iwa’imn, it mxp&%;big m hmxt iha dangm to Wi‘}%d} ‘dmv
e&ptsse the people.s S : '
It was under such ¢ !}é"ﬂbiﬁﬂﬁ&‘% tmi ﬁxe fmrfu} f;da, 0&"
mm&i desolition relled: its swesping. }nilc}w» over one of the
most et}imhtensd and - powsrful states 'of -Europe. | Those
leaders of *ev»immn who dmtrged their monarch from his
throne, and drained out: npm:a the guillotine some of the most
virttious blood ‘of the. land ; they who, with h@avﬁmdarmg
hardibioed, could pmf’dne theﬁ tastitutions of relizion; and at-
temipt to hide fmm the eyes of thelr ﬁ%lk)w_mea the awfubtrah
of & day of retribution ; werée men who dz@regarded their mo-
ral {}bhgdﬁ{m. ’ihejy had xiibﬂ“ fear of God before their eyes.”
Those appalling scenes may never be rapea&fxd _but: conse-
quences as deeply alarming may be fxpprvhenﬁﬂd by sy peos
ple when their rulers fbrcmt God.  Their influence being ex-
erted upon ihie side of wea, or w%mt is t%m same thing, not
in-the causeof virtue, will umaﬂ.um the ﬁ&{}d-«m‘aag of \mozal
evil to be ovpened to their widest reach, and 8 deluge of mize-
1y and woe'to spiead abroad its desolating tide, with wildest
agitation, - ‘Intemperanee, }:}mffmeﬂess, &&M}mh»‘hrm&mﬁ stk
Heentinutness'in: every form; will then it iimr hmmn fmnﬁs
and stalle abroad in dreadful trnzzmph S .
VLt 1s ndmitted that the maml vitti
(ie:r ardi nary circumstanees
evils; bm; when ] wwiamrs q mag ;
with gmhizaai ﬁﬂﬁi‘ﬁlﬁ!@& ewaiatwe ¢ _?s m&y be eﬁmmifj&{%

and intrigues resorted ’w whmh may %mm a powm‘ﬁgi ﬁﬁﬁd%ﬂ»«
mf ta p!mﬁ;mp themn, i

- of ﬁﬁé pmple wd} un-
vs,aiegmn% awamst m{:h

‘papuhca, raiher t?’z‘m ba tlméwht th& ﬁﬂ?m}’
eivil m?em acmate{i bv }mht i m{mwa,
the W;{:E{%‘d plaws a}f ﬁwm whose. favor:

: star* same
ave acquiesced in
2 :'é?zsaaz' fortune, am{i
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thereby }}mdured é;matl;« or indirectly; ‘great mischief to
the. morals of the public.. ’I‘he moral reﬁ;semsz}n ityiof the
act, they have endeavored to cast upon those who:instigated
ity and. their imaglnarvmlccmg fins lulled them into reposg,
until-their conscienes, gy withoa glant’s Hand, has nssailed the
citadel of their fancied integrity, and aroused them toasense
of ‘the danger:in v«hmh tlrwy hwe mw}ved thmr caunn‘} and
themselves. = . S ~
~What:patriot can, wzthm}t &hmx, reﬁeet ng}zm the destruc-
tive influence that prevailing moral sevils exertupon men!
And who; having the power of preventing, or at-least: of
checking these evils, can imagine himself. arraigned st the
bar of God; with men:who had been drawn into the whirling
tide of morakroin,. without simédi,rmg ai the ihmxgét of their
treqentdons re:&ponuz%nhtv* s = . : ;
8.1 remurk; thirdly; thatour cmmt‘r}f pret«ema strong alaime
g}ﬁn the moral Bnergwa of hergivibenlersi. . il ,

. Although “there is-no power but of God,” and “ the oW
ers that be are ordsined by Gody” iyet in thig respoet; ay well
as in-every ather; He has connected with his purposs, the
means of its accomplishment. The right of suffrage, and
other forms of delegating power to individuals by the people,
stand congpicusus smong those means. Hence civil rulers
receive their authority; ina subordinute sense, from the peo-
ple, and are moraily responsible to them, alm, for the mfys
ence they exert in their respective stations.”

“Those valuable acfuisitions which constitute our country’s
alory, are justly regarded with those lively feelings which are
the legitimate offspring of genuine patriotism. Our agrieul-
ture and commerce s ourocivil and judicial institutions; our
arme and diplomatic representations; together with the flour-
ishing condition of religion; litersture and the useful arts,
combing with magical efficiency, to forward the work of na-
tional: aggrandizement: Thiese are fo us, what the Roman
matron’s children were to her—our jewels. - They distinguish
and elevate: our character among the nations, ‘and conduce,
in‘no small degroe, to convert the world, which, n'these res

o

=
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- spects, was long a woste; §mw§mw wilderness . inio s iy
iaid beauteous Eden. - But ationg the {resh faurels with which
moral patriotism hus encifcled our nation’s brow.vice. has
airem:é; entwined her darkivy, and &wﬁly;,{:ypréss..;,' The
ponasat xmmf;}mlsty already treads the sasctsry of ourna-
tiow’s vittue,and pollutes it with ber dailyofferiogs.

The fros institations of dur ouniry ardsin a/gmeat degree,
ihe eause of thenational good we enjoy; but they have also
Jeenproductiveol some evils.. To these must be athibuted,
in some measure; the introduction of-hubits characteristic of
foreigy saiions with: which 'weiheld commercistnteraourse,
and from webiel we receive- o prodigious aecession of that
olass of eitizens whose moral-influence is prejudicial o the
tommunity.  From these, and othersources. more domestic,
nurseries have originated, and are continually multiplying
‘among us, where viee and immorality are fosiered and matu-
red; and from whenegithey are di Hused abroad tonmfoet so-
gietyope @ the pastilense that walk&ah in darkness,” and #the
‘d struction thatwasteth at noon day.”. . :

UWe have witnessid Soonzhoof theravages z:;f v;ge among
our fwllowmen 1o gxcite our. despost rogrety andonr frmest
resplution; to arrest-their ruinous carcer. The arm of phi-
Tanthropy has, indeed;-been mude bate to rescue the wretch-
ed vietims from destruction, and the potency of mearal ivdmgr
has béen soversly tested in s sﬁit&rfﬁ“‘ with theienemies.of
man s but while ministering angels bave bhorna. the story ofits
triumphs on bigh. they have often had eecasion:n panse and
weep, becatse the wounds of millions were inflicted with ar-
rows dipped in ¢ lwému all —-beeause moral :mé eterpul
deéath bad alwe ady fas ieaui on theirsouls. o

- Frequent. mvmuemmm of the causes and mtmt ef pfwmiw
ing moral evils are found: pmhhe in evidencos ebour pouwntfy's
(kuwar.a;"iim cenel trathe in %mxxmn Blosds the shocking
prevalenee of duellings the extensive spirit of lottery. adven-
ture pthe mmimemiﬂe inicentives: to intemperance and sahs
%}dt%}-h]‘{*@iﬁﬂﬂ” and the. mcmam}ﬂ faeihibes (}5 every hmd,
for depraving the. .public: m{zmia, many el whith enjoy the
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;:vrmeet:mz of the Taw, present m apicmm of mar&} desclaten
160 ploomy to cm}temp]*zt& Their b istory mmam% aeatas
legue of crimes 5o black, that when it s ‘unfalded in the day:
of wmbummx, Ware 1t ot ke the inefiable glory of thenght=
eous Eudgaﬁ zt mm%lt sl;mmi the very itw%m mih its dmk»
Ti’te ‘existence ot' all these m1§ ﬁzrm«hes the pation mt?
clatmis “apon the moral cnergies of iy rulers; fand distinetly
pointsTeut the cmm af ihow, s~spama§§? wha dlmct the af
farrs of the State.
‘The grand confederation ﬁf’ our wrtmn&l gmemments@fw
ates & nintial interestin ench “otbetls prosperity, and expé=
sure to each other’s ealumitics - As's memberof this eonfeds
arvation; our own beloved Statehas identified herself with the
ofliers ny-every ‘pational interest,and has not'been exempted:
from the motal ‘dangets of whiel sthey have all complained.
But her legislators and magisteateshave been distinguished
for moral energy ; and to this, with the divine blessing, we
s *mt:ihum; in a great degree, our pyeﬁesvétii}'ﬂ mmdst
those dangers.© o this must we Qﬁﬂi}ﬁl}ﬁ 1o 1@&%_ fm‘ ihe
peﬂrpemmmn of oty safety,
"This romark 18 not intended & ai apmém)‘y { e anyenton of
church andt State.  From dis curse of mations the Lord has
gracionsly delivered us. “Let not” that day“be joined unto
the days of the year; let it not comeinto the number of the:
months,” that may prodice so unhsllowed & combination.
Nor is it intended 1o represent lewislative mensures a8 more
efficncions than a correct public morality inarresting the pro-
grass of vice. It is obvious o the most superficial observer,
that when the public’morals are witiated, the sanetions of if&aj

Liw cmmat &ecmnphqh thm Qh}&ct. But in mder t{} §3mr

u;wmtmn E}%twmﬂ tb& mm‘a% f'eaaiuw af *i’w enmmumfv, ‘and
legislutive authority. Good lawscan O;xgsmtt anly from el
afeeling, and that feeling ) rﬁqmm% the. mot@c%mﬁ and support
of such laws’ Sooner may we expect the leaven to become
inert in the Jump without # neutralizing power; than, that




12

overt acts of immorality will not be excited by hearts which
are “desperately wicked,” -when unrestigined by laws that
can operatesimmediatelys Thp ret nl,u;tmﬁs of Dibvine Jostice
often seem to-the wicked: so remote; that they regard them
ugawed 5 and’becdnse the sontence .Gi God apamst their exil
work is not executed specdily, therefore thehr hearts ave fully
setin themto dooevillThis isidhe resson whyhoman lavws
are atall necessarys Andeit s no lessqust than deshrable,
that when men; in these respects, &iamgérdfﬁm authority of
Gody they shiould be rendered gmenable to Crosar. .

Thus far the transactions of the legislature-of this State, in-
tended for the moral henefit of the people, have been general-
Iy conductedswith an-dndependence that has placed /itabove
the influence-of :designing men, andi are regarded: as noble
pledues of -the care which that subjectwill continne to ve-
ceive.. The moral energies of the Tast legwlature, particolar
Iy, added & page te our civil records, the brilliancy of which
will delight the eyes of many generations.. But although
much: good has been done, it s clearly the case that much
remaing 1o be effected. Vietorien-already gained must be
improved, and new ones must be attempted. . The people
have:a right to expect that -the legislators will wateh, with
vigilance, any attempt to restore suppressed nurseries of vice,
or strengthen such as yet exist; that they will -regard with
‘deep -interest the advance of the ‘public mintaupen thesube
jeet of moral evils, especially the  debasing and ruinous evil
of intemperance ; :and thatiitwill becometheiraim to aftach,
if possible; sanctions to the law which, aided by their own
good examples, and the moral feeling of the community, will
prove like = thick hedge ol ptemmg-st&@mq amumi eyery
baunt of the'drunkard. i : ;

While these important pbjee*zg; gipe it%;e’ »ﬁ:gttent%cm af our
legislators, many pious and eniighwngd men indalge the bope
that they will bestow lincreasing care upon theiraeans of n~
tellectual bmpravement. G v

Vice and dmmorelity are-the {}ﬂ%y ing of depraved affec-
tions, but they are nurtvred and strengthened by-ignurance.
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Henee the cultivation and wide diffusion of knowledge, are
modess important inscouring the virtue of anetion; Hiun in
the promotion of its intellectual greatness. The prosperity
of rﬁpab’ﬁm‘ is iéesztiﬁed with i%mt of, ’%ﬁair‘]itsr&?v im«titm

ofa g}nmaxv charaﬁt&r, % mmal and mem;ﬁ en ery amm}. .f{xilows,
which, with the first succeeding generation, isdiffosed through
all the national system, as-a subtle position is. diffused by
means ol arteries;thronghout the ondinal lwﬁy.: sohlthongh
igmrﬁnm\ does not uﬁiﬁamﬁly prevent the enioyment of hap-
piness, it is a fiuitful source of degradation to the human cha-
racter. ¥ ”‘ihﬂa strong band:it. ‘has laid hold.of millions in
other na’tmm am{ iy iron grﬁ:p }ms hcfm more ﬁrm%v ; M@m
by ik and: religions ace
tions, ’I‘he dcmt}r%ﬂzmm customs and "NIW“E‘H]&I}?R of maﬁy
Eumpean natmm, W m?h the ﬂﬁker& ﬁﬁ ‘{eWJ fas

their f&thms and inhaled ﬁhe pure; mw(raxmm}g airof freed@m,
their next care was to protect themselves and their posterity
: ce {:»f their {iﬁgraéﬁt;{m“ To effect this ob-
h,ay mgée B apzj :

mt,z.lée asxd,w;_s{i(}m;.}n ﬂus._respwt' ,Ti;e &Lnemh]a. co_ﬂegmte
metitution ol ti}%é Htate, owheose repid advances danliteratuve
‘wrid soisnee renideritalready o rival of those bt’}f_’.@_ﬁ‘lﬁ
hoary in Hurope, stonds conspicuous among the

quenteve srove thay the solicitude of the ?zﬁﬂ"mna was net
wasted on thoir sons: Amm;g purssives.. g noble myearnend

P

¢
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ui moral ;ﬂtrmtmm has been erected by them, in theestoblighs
mient of the imménse fund for primady education. This oust
be regarded as an invaluable boon of Divine Providence, that
has been productive of vast intellectoal and moral blessings.
Butan mmiemp}agmw this subject, an iiporiant Hiquiry pres
sents itself to ourmind, concerning the present efficiency of the
sehiools supported by that fund. [t is'niot & question whether

those sehoole were vnce productive of blessinge commensuraie
with the benevolent views of the good men with whoor they
originated; but whether we now enjoy all ‘the benchits from
them of which they may be made capable, and’ which the ads
vanced and advaneing Literary and moral chiracter of the State’
demands. * If our district schools may be ranked among the
moral bulwarks of oar country it s 4'séHous inquiry whether
they miny not be tondered niore officiont, or 5t least, whethst
their fundamental constitution may not be protected from thie
rathlass submramnb which are cften attempted by ignorance
and avarice. That they may bé rendered potent auxiliarics of
virtue admits of no-doubt; and our oxperionce qualifies us'in
sonte measure, toanticipate cotrectly the fearful consequences
of their being negleeted. * In proporfion 1o the heglect those
schools experience; will ighorance avqmre strength it the pub-
h{: mmd and tiuwg t‘ambzned W;th pz‘sszm rmmf}mi dzfspc«sim

2 afﬂmsi the aty.” "Eim stibl éEm sﬂeks the h@?pmvr i‘mgd‘
Gf athor%, &sxfi ewry ;eimmn tiwv szzatam {0 the immm éfzmxlv'

tiletr immis in the «reai duy f}f t.he' Ls}r& =
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Thel lastyomdrk sugeasied iw thissublrotde thot the per
ion.ﬂ happiness of civil rulers furnishios them @ ity
exertion ol an ﬁm&rgum moral mﬁw;xm in ﬁii; gh harn,
official dotics, . :

- Fhisds nopoffered ag iﬁxe ﬁr?v maémﬂ memg Qﬂl}&ls&f&ﬁ{*}
wound policy and: hiimanity, each present powerful motives for
that exertion. Bm this ie 1%1@ gmm:mszi niotive pwsm‘ied by
the mb;eei G »

CAs el i‘ulm‘s are @miampd ﬁf God, am’i Ise{,s)me by %ixevnp-
pmr;tmem of the people, guardians of their nrmral as wel
political interests, it"is g}hml}f:, s duty they o Had
theie ‘constiltinnts 1o promote both of those ﬂb ety by vex«ery
reasonable eflort. * Inatte ntion to the moral inferests of nations.
has invelved thousands of ewil mla&r'«; i trouble and wretehe
ednaw They have temvorized with the licentious as long-s
thair p&rmn&} interest renderad:it necessary o buliahat course
has subjucted them, in the endsto keenand é}ﬁttﬁr refleotions,
As they have beheld the sad efiects of their neglect; and ve-
memberedthe remonstrances of thefriends of virtue, the pangs

of woe have sharpened in their breast; and they have thenas
sented to the chargeofithenr w*‘«‘ﬁ&&as consciencs, thatl has proved
28 comvinemg of puilt: as thiat which extorted from the self
vondemned brethren of §ﬁ%piﬁ the: humiliating ‘confession
# We arc verily guilty: concerning our brother, in that we saw
the ‘anguish ofhis soul, when he i)ew@ﬁ“‘ﬁ‘{ ug; Candiwe would
not hears ihervibm 15 this distress come upon us.”  The
miseralide fate of the kings of Bﬁb}%m, and other nations;in
ancient and modern times. aony be traced 1o this cause,

- Butthe work Qf moral nprovemont is a source of happinoss;
.&ﬁd peculiarly 5o fo mien of extensive influence.  The Mhut
o rﬁ{ie m their fellow men from the bondage of vice, #n
slore 1} ?m m’;ﬁw lﬁs‘-‘sx U the rightful privilese of 1mn. Tﬁv}f

:xews» i&f this Wmhi* hmﬁ the wens

mu;.
din

the s&sces&f&l ogemtz



sful evidence thut they do not““Jaborin vain,” nor % spend

theirstrenoth for nonght”? E o e i
o The eivik rilerwhe 18 determined to distmguish - his career

io nce to his moral aceountability, will experi-
_ehce great preéen;sat;aféicitiazi in sustaining those interests of
which he is the constituted guardian. © If the promotion of the
‘best interest . iffusion of virtious principles
throughout 2 community, are sources of happiness, then he
will be happy. -The measure is-days will be filled. up with
usofulness vad honor: ;Tﬁzg,x uys ol sueh aman gre s ways of
pleasantaess,” and his “paths are peace.” ' Andwhen the hour
arrives in w el haw it & good Boht? and finished
his course, he stands ‘upon-the threshold of eternity, the con-
solstions of his ‘:xvmml:integritywili not forsake him.  His re-
colleetions at that hour will cast a cheering radiance upon the
gloomy darkness vag:cx:)mpanying,his,vdism%mion; apd though,

bestowing upon the world his Jast look ‘of benevolence,
he may be-compelled, natwithstaz;ding' all his efforts, to see it
every where Iying in moral ryi 2 tear of ‘pity may moisten
bis dying eyes, yet he may say with trath, appesling to the
great Omniscient, “1.am innocent of this blood,” -

It would not comport with bie personal reseasibility of a
minister of the gospel, to forged, on such an oceasion as this,
the guilt in which all men, without t:i.isténnti@n‘ e Anvolved
by the erucifixion of Christ, - However innocent we are in
other respects, in this we are guilty before God, that by our
sins we have reject ed and slain the Lord of glory. . And now,
though with unwes L efforts we seck the good-of others, find
svensuceaéd] shing away every other stain fromour hands;
while thistem let-noone be-at vesen: Leg im:manv‘ménk
himself *innocent of the bloodof this just person,” uneil by
penitential sorrow, and the application of the Savier's merits,
he becomes justified, and holy befor v :
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