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. JoEL i 15—17.

Blow the trumpet in Zion, fanitify a faf, call &
Jolemn affembly :

Gather the people, [andify the congregation, a_[m-
ble the clders, gather the children, and thoft
who fuck the breafls ; let the bridegroom go
Sorth of bis chamber, and the bride out of ber
clofet.

Let t{e pricfis, the minifiers of the Lord, weep be-
tween the porch and the altar, and let them fay,
Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine
beritage to reproach, that the beatben fbould
rule over them : Wberefore Soould they fay
among tbe peopl:, Where is their God? = -

HE paﬂ'age before us prcfents
{ to our view a nation threatened
s with the judgments of Heaven,
and the manner in which it be-
came them to condu& them.
fclvcs, in order to avert the impending evils,
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- Tuesg. judgm?éhil were drought and famine,
Jehovah threatenied to withhold the fécéflary
rains, and thus to reduce * a fruitful land to bar-
rennefs, for the wickednefs of thofe who dwelt
therein ;”’ and to complete the calamity, to fend
a variety of devouring infe&s, which fhould
march through the lind like an army, and fpread
univerfal deftrution. ¢ That which the palm-
er-worm hath left, hathr the locuft caten; and
that which the locuft hath left, hath the canker-
worm eaten ; and that which the canker-worm
hath left, hath the caterpillar eaten. The feed
is rotten under the clods, the garners are laid
defolate, the barns are broken down;.for the
corn is withered. How do the beafts groan !
The herds of cattle are perplexed, becaufe they
have no pafture; the flocks of theep are made
defolate.”

- Tus Prophet having thus faithfully reprefent-
ed to the people the approaching diftrefles of
their country, reminds them of their duty, and
urges them to the immediate difcharge of it in
the moft pathetic manner. “ Rend your heart,
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord
your God : for he is gracious and merciful, flow
to anger and of great kindnefs, and repenteth
him of the evil. 'Who knoweth if he will return
and repent, and leave a blefling behind him.—
Blow the trumpet in Zion, fanQify a faft, call a
folemn affembly,” &c. &c.
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IN order to accommodate this facred paflfage
to ourfelves, it may be proper,

I. To confider the particular circumftances of
our common country, which render the religious
obfervance of this day an important duty.

II. TuAT the minifters of religion are call-
ed to take a diftinguithed part on thefe occa-
{ions.

I. W& are to confider the particular ¢circum-
flances of the United States of America, which
render the religious obfervance of this day an im-
portant duty. |

1. 'THE firft thing I mention, and lament ev-
ery day of my life, is the unhappy Jifamion there
is among my friends and cduntrymen, and the
rancour and ill will with which it is maintained ;
whereby friends and families are made unhappy,
and the beft interefts of eur country endanger-
ed. ¢ Every kingdom divided againft itfelf,”
fays our Lord, “is brought to defolation.”

WiTH {ych a Conftitution of general govern-
ment as ours, and rulers wholly ele&ive, or in
the hands of the people, we might, if ever, have
expeted a union of the citizens. But {uch are
the interefls, the paffions and prejudices of men,
that in no flate of civil fociety is there an ex-
emption from this kind of ¢-ntention. Some
of the mpft ufeful and exalted- chara®ers, the -
very med whom God himfelf raifed up to ferve
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their country, in times the moft diftrefling and
dangerous, have been defamed—a WASHING~
TOX himfelf not excepted.

Laws paffed with great deliberation by the
majority of the rulers, who had the beft means
of information, and-a common intereft therein
with every clafs of citizens, befides being under
the foleinn obligations of an oath of office, to do
the beft they could for their country, have been
oppofed ; which oppoiition has arifen, in fome
inftances, to open violence, and brought on
anarchy and bloodfhed. Witnefs the infurrec-
tion in Maflachufetts a few years fince, and in
the weftern part of Pennfylvania.

Ir I can do no more, as a minifter of peace,
I will, in private and in public, bewail this dif-
trefling circumftance, and c¢ry from my inmoft
- foul, Spare thy people, O Lord.

2. Our fituation with refpe@ to France is
truly alarming. Hoflilities daily take place be-
tween the two nations ; yet there is no declara«
tion of war. Matters hang doubtful. What the
event will be, we cannot fay. 'We have reafon
moft certainly to deprecate a war, which is the
greateft judgment that can befal a nation. It is
not a {ingle evil, but carries in its train the de-
ftru&ion of morals, of intereft, of lives, and hap-
pinefs. Its defolations are awful. 'We hope, to
borrow the «words of our worthy Prefident,
“that God will preferve out country from the
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defolating fword.” At the fame time, we cheer-
fully commit the management of this important
bufinefs to the conftituted authorities, in whom
the power of making peace and war, is vefted by
our Conftitution of government. But of all
kinds of war, we ought, moft of all, to deprecate
what is called a civil war; 7. e. a war of fellow-
citizens.

Look into the countries in Europe, in which
this {courge of mankind hath prevailed for years,
and what horrid fcenes of defolifion and car-
nage prefent themfelves to view. The fineft
countries laid wafte—thoufands of families ruin-
ed—and unnumbered multitudes have fallen on
the field of battle. * Every battle of the war-
rior 1s with confufed noife, and garments rolled
in blood.”

WE. pray God, that fad neceﬁity may not
drive us into this awful condition as a nation.
But thould we, contrary to our wifhes, be invol-
ved in a war with France, we fhall have this con-
folation, that the Executive of the United States
has done every thing in his power to prevent it.
Repeated attempts have been made to fettle our
difpute with that nation by negociation, but in
vain. Our ambafladors were not ¢ven admitted
to a hearing. And that nothing may be want- !
ing on our part, the Prefident hath made a third -
appointment of three perfons, who ftand high
in the opinion of their countrymeén,t> embrace

B
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the firft favourable opening *9 accommodate our
unhappy difpute with that nation. Should thefe
repeated attempts fail, our Chief Magiftrate
ought to ftaad approved by the whole world ;
emphatically fo by every American.

3. It becomes us on this day, with the great-
eft ferioufnefs, to take a view of the moral cond:-
tion of our country. One melancholy circum-
ftance attending this inquiry, is, that we are not
properly affeGed with it. Rather there is an
evident difpofition among the people to forget
it ; or when mentioned, to /efén the moral
evils that abound among us; or to turn off the
charge from our own nation to the nations of
Europe. Indeed, my hearers, it is, to a fober
mind, an affe@ing confideration, that infidelity
of the moft abfolute and awful kind, is there en-
couraged. There have been fome perfons, in
different ages, who have gone fo far as to deny
the very being of a God. But never, till very
lately, did we hear or read of the rulers of a
whole nation efpoufing the caufe of Atheifm.
This fentiment, as far as it is believed, deftroys
the foundations of moral obligation, and of all
civilized life ; and has already fpread its horrid
and deftru@ive influence among thoufands of
unhappy people; and opened the way,in its
progrefs, for thofe uncommon crimes which have
marked the revolution of that nation.
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WE fee other nations overwhelmed in igno-
rance and fuperftition ; and even among thofe
who once were diftinguithed for .neir attach-
ment ta Chriftiapity, there is a lamentable in-
creafe of Deifm.

BuT it becomes us to attend more particularly
to the moral condition of our own country.

THE principles of Deifm have been gradually
increafing among us for fome years paft, which
have become apparent, among other things, in
a kind of political religion, adjufted merely to
the ftate of civil faciety ; which at beft will be
found to be no more than natural religion, fanc-
tified by the name of Chriflianity ; but which
a Deift has no obje&ion to, becaufe it is clear to
him, that the State muft have fome kind of re-
liglon, in order to preferve the peace of fociety,
and the obligation of an oath.

Frow this fyftem the diftinguithing do&rines
of the gofpel are excluded. You are to fay noth-
ing about total depravity of man——regenera-
tion—neceflity of divine influence to change his
heart—Deity of Chrift—atonement by his blood,
&c.—but to inculcate merely the neceflity of a
good life, without any regard to a man’s opin-
1ons. This is confiftent with Deifm.

SoME perfons have difcovered their friendihip
for infidelity, by the books they keep in their
houfes, and which they read with a relith ; while
the facred Scriptures are wholly neglected.
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Tue fame principles and difpofition lead them
to negle& public worfhip; to which they pay
no more attention than is fufficlent to fave ap-
pearances. To the fame caufe we may afcribe
the almoft univerfal negle& of family govern-
ment and religion. From this, as one fource, has
arifen the general profanenefs of the rifing gen-
eration, 'The children and youth, when unob-
{ferved, as they think, make ufe of fuch language
as I dare not repeat ; by which God is affront-
ed, and the pious ear diftrefled. The Lord’s
days are profaned by rambling into the coun-
try, when the feafon will admit it. And even at
the doors of our churches, or round them, you
will often fee perfons trifling away that time
that ought to be employed in devotion ; who, by
their noife without, interrupt thofe who with to

-~ worfhip Gad within,

HEeNce alfo arifes the general {pirit of luxu-
ry and diflipation that prevail among us. For
all principles that tend to remove from the mind
a fenfe of a future reckoning, or judgment to

‘come, or to leffen the evil of fin, open a door

for the gratification of the vicious paffions.

WE may depend upon it, that the principles
of infidelity increafe the general thirft for pleaf-
ure, and public and expenfive amufements ; and
on the other hand, that thofe amufements in-
crcafe the people’s fpirit for diffipation, and
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make them more unfriendly to Chriftianity, be-
caufe it is fo holy in its principles, and fo firict
in its morals.

«“ PeopLE of fathion and quality (fays one)
have great advantage above the common people.
Their condition and education give them a live-
linefs and brightnefs of parts, from whence one
might juftly expe& a more exalted virtue. Hoiv
comes it then, that we fee as ill morals, as little
religious wifdom, and as great diforders among
them, as among the moft rude, uneducated part
of the world ? It is becaufe the politenefs of their
lives, their courfe of diverfions and amufements,
and their way of fpending their time, as much
extinguifh the wifdom- and light of religion, as
the grofinefs and ignorance of the dulleft part
of the world. Any way of life that darkens
our minds, that mifemploys our underftandings,
that fills us with a trifling fpirit, that diforders
our paflions, that feparates us from' the Spirit of
God, is the fame certain road to deftru@ion,
whether it arifes from ftupid fenfuality, rude
ignorance, or polite pleafures. Had any one,
therefore, the power of an apoftle, and the
tongue of an angel, it would be well employed
in expofing and diffuading from thofe ways of
life, which wealth, corruption, and politenefs
have brought among us. We, indeed, call them
diverfions ; but they do the whole work of idol-
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atry and infidelity, and fill people with fo much
blindnefs and hardnefs of heart, that they nei-
ther live by wifdom, nor feel the want of it ;
but are content to play away their lives, with
fcarce any attention to the approaching fcenes
of death, judgment, and eternity,”*

Sucu, my brethren, is our moral condition.
Iniquity abounds, and the Jove of many waxeth
cold. Let us then befeech the Father of mer-
cies, to fpare us as a nation, and to revive his
own work among us, that there may be a uni-
verfal reformation in our country.

4. I wisn to call your attention to another
vety alarming circumftance of the United States,
1 mean the fore judgment, with which we have
been repeatedly vifited. The peftilence hath
lately fpread fear and death around us. Nor
has it been confined, but hath vifited {everal of
the principal cities of the Union. Concerning
this dreadful calamity, you will permit me to
make the following obfervations :

ift. It is a new difpenfation of Providence.
That our country has, at different periods, and
in different places, been in years paft vifited with
this fever in a degree, is allowed ; but never, till
within a few years, has it become {o general;
fata] and alarming. ¢ Is there not a caufe ?”

® Mr. Lav.
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“ Is thete evil in the city, and the Lord hath
not done it ¢’

2dly. You will remember alfo, that it hath
been repeated in the fame places ; fo that we
know not when we are fafe. We ate in danget
of another attack. We have no madre re‘afdn to
expe an exemption from it thls feafon, than
the laft. Itis, however, cur duty to try to dil-
cover its natural caufes, and by every method
in our powet to prevent its return.* Vet, if we
confider the abounding of vice among us, we
moft certainly have every thing to fear.

3dly. Iremark, the fa-ports have been mark-
ed out as the fpecial obje@s of this calamity, In
them the people enjoy great advantagés of ob«
taining information and wealth, . .'To them
much is given; of them much will be requis
red, The inhabitants of the cities take: ihe
lead: From them, our friends i the country, in
common, copy their vices and their. thansers.
THEY are the firft in guilt, and the firft in pun-
ifhment. |

- #hly: 'We may alfo obferve, on this occa-
fion, the many diftrefling effe@s of this c¢a-
lamity. '

¢ T amr happy to fay, that our Board of Health are fndc-.

fatigable in their eadervours, to anfwer the end of theit ap-
pointmeat.
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FEARFUL apprehenfions, which deftroy .all
peace of mind and domeftic enjoyment, prevail.
Thefe - fears drive many perfons from their
homes, to feek fecurity in the adjacent country.
The confequence of which is, bufinefs is negle@-
ed, and expenfes incurred, which will embarrafs
many families for years to come. The pleafures
of fociety are fufpended ; and fome families have
been totally cut off. The mourners at this day
are going about the ftreets. To which I add,
the interruption of our commerce. Bofton fuf-
fered much, but New-York and Philadelphia
much more. May we not, my brethen, in
thefe awful events of Providence, read our
crime in the punifhment? We grew rich too faft
for our virtue, by commerce ; that wealth we too
generally employed in promoting luxury and
diffipation ; and Heaven hath given it a check
by this mclancholy and fatal fever. - It becomes
us to learn righteoufnefs, while the judgments of
the Lord are abroad in our land.

II. T pass to the fecond thing in the meth-
od, which is, That the minifters of religion are
called to take a diftinguifhed part on thefe oc-
cafions.

THIs obfervation is founded on the paffage
before us. To fum up the matter, they were,
by their ofhice under the former difpenfation,
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to lead in the public fervices of religion. Thus
it is under the difpenfation of the gofpel alfo, by
the choice or appointment of their religious
brethren. Their duty is plainly taught us in
the text—* Blow the trumpet in Zion, fan&ify
a faft, call a folemn aflembly :—Let the priefts,
the minifters of the Lord, weep between the
porch and the altar ; and let them fay, Spare
thy people, O Lord,” &c. Here we have the
two important duties for fuch a day as this—
Repentance and Prayer. The firft is, repent-
ance. Let them weep not alone, but with the
whole congregation, who ought to have but
one voice on fo folemn an occafion as this.
God grant that fuch may be the difpofition
of this aflembly to day, and of all the people
throughout the United States.

FroM the fhort account that has been given
of the alarming circumftances of our country,
it appears that we ought to weep between the
porch and the altar, over thofe fins which are
our reproach, and under thofe judgments which
we have already felt, and again anticipate.

AND to repentance let us add, as a religious
aflembly, the folemn and importunate prayer of
the text, Spare thy people, O Lord. In the per-
tinent and comprehenfive language of our wor-
thy Prefident, let us with one heart pray—

G
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“ That God would interpofe to arreft the prog-
refs of that impiety and licentioulnefs, in princi-
ple and pradice, fo offenfive to himfelf, and fo
ruinous to mankind : That he would make us
deeply fenfible, that righteoufnefs exalteth a
nation, but that fin is a reproach of any people :
That he would turn us from our tranfgreﬂions;
and turn his difpleafure from us: That he
would withhold us from unreafonable difcon-
tent,—from difunion, faQion, fedition, and in-
furre@ion : That he would preferve our coun-
try from the defolating fword : That he would
fave our cities and towns from a repetition of
thofe awful peftilential vifitations, under which
they have fuffered fo feverely, :nd that the
health of our inhabitants generally may be pre-
cious in his fight: That he would favour us
with fruitful feafons, and fo blefs the labours of
the hufbandman, as that there may be food in
abundance for man and beaft: That he would
profper our commerce, manufatures, and fith-
eries, and give fuccefs to the people in all their
lawful induftry and enterprize : That he would
fmile on our colleges, academies,{chools,and fem-
inaries of learning, and make them nurferies of
found fcience, morals, and religion : That he

would blefs all magiftrates, from the higheft to
the loweft, give them the true fpirit of their fta-
tion, make them a terror to evil doers, and a
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praife to them who do well : That he would
prefide over the councils of the nation at this
critical period, enlighten them to a juft dif-
cernment of the public interefts, and fave them
from miftake, divifion, and difcord: That he
would fucceed our preparations for defence, and
blefs cur armaments, by land and fea: Thathe
would put an end to the effufion of human
blood, and the accumulation of human mifery,
among the contending nations of the earth, by
di{pofing them to juftice, to equity, to benevo-
lence, and to peace : And that he would extend
the bleflings of knowledge, of true liberty, and
of pure and undefiled religion, throughout the

world.” |
I ADD, once mare, That it is the duty of the
minifters of religion, to * blow the trumpet in
Zion, and to found an alarm,” when their coun-
try is in danger from domeftic or foreign ene-
mies. 'The reafon of this part of their duty is
plainly this—They are citizems, members of civil
fociety ; have civil rights as well as other men.
They have interef, familjes, liberties, as dear to
them as to any other citizens, Shall they fee all
thefe in danger, and be filent? Becaufe they are
Chriftians and mijnifters of religion, fhall they
{fec min coming on themfelves, their families,
and their country, and fay nothing ? This can-
pot be their duty. But why fhould sbey be
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filent, more than their Chriftian brethren ?
Whether they move in public or in private life,
they believe the fame truths, and pro%efs to be
governed by the fame laws, as Chriftians. They
have like interefts, and like duties,

THE Prophet FEzekiel reprefents them as
watchmen, and declares, that if they ¢ fee the
fword coming, and blow not the trumpet, and
the people be not warned, if the fword come
and take any perfon from among them, he is
taken away in his iniquity, but his blood will
I require, faith the Lord, at the watchman’s
hands.” ‘

HATH not Jefus Chrift, as our great Lord and
Mafter, taught us to “ give to Cefar the things
that are Cefar’s—honour to whom honour.” To
whom ought we to give honour, if not to the
men whom the majority of the American people
have delighted to honour ?~rulers chofen from
among ourfelves, and whom we can difplace
conftitutionally, if guilty of mal-conduct.

- THe Confutution of our general govern-
ment, and the men who adminifter it, are of
our own choice ; who frequently return to the
clafs of private citizens, to feel the injury them-
{elves, of any oppreffive laws they may have
enalted during their adminiftration. What
greater check can there be to the abufe of pow-
er than this? How ought this circumftance,
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with many others of a like nature, which I have
not time to mention, to filence thofe miftaken
citizens, who are continually endeavouring to
clog the whcels of the general government, by
cenfuring men and meafures.

SHALL the minifters of religion be cenfured,
for endeavouring, like Paul, to fupport govern-
ment ?—the government of thecir own choice ?
Is it not their duty to ufe their influence to pro-
mote the peace, the order, and fafety of fociety ?
Moft certainly it is.

DuRrING the American revolution, they were
generally commended for their exertions in be-
half of their opprefled country, and by fome
of the very men who now condemn them. Yet
they are a&ing the fame part. Now, as then,
they efpoufe the caufe of their own country, and
wifh its peace and profperity, as well as happi-
nefs to the whole family of man.

BuT the obje&ion does not lie fo much againft
their * preaching politics,” as againft the  pol-
itics they preach.,” Should they take the op-
pofite fide of the queftion, thofe who now cen-
fure would applaud their condu&. Of the
truth of this obfervation we have abundant
proof, |

BuT though I windicate the right, I hope I
fhall never abufe it, either in public or in pri-
vate. Nor do I ever wifh to introduce any
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thing of this kind into the pulpit, unlefs when
the alarming condition of my country renders it
my duty, which I believe to be emphatically fo at
this day. It is the defire of my heart, to poffefs
a fpirit of real devotion myfelf, and to encour-
age it in my friends. And if you, my brethren,
have the fame alarming views of our prefent fitu-
ation that I have, and thc fame anticipations, you
will feel ferious, and be difpofed ardently to pray,
Spare thy people, O Lord, and givc not thine
beritage, our common country, to reproach.

I HAVE only to add—The cuftom of God’s
ancient people in a day of calamity, and the
critical fituation of our country at this time, ren-
der this day of national humiliation and prayer,
highly proper and important. 'The Lord reigns.
The events of empire are under his contr>l.
To Him let us approach with the deepeft repent-
ance, and moft fervent prayer, that he will pre-
ferve us as a nation from the evils with which
we are threatened, and which we juftly deferve
for our fins againft him.

PERMIT me, in an efpecial manner, to remind
you of the very important and trying fituation
of our beloved Prefident. How great and nu-
merous are his cares of office! How many
anxious nights and days does he pals on account
of his country ! to which he has always man-
tfefted a moft uniform and fincere attachment :
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'To promote the intereft of which, he has devoted
a great part of his life at home and abroad, and
has rendered her the moft eflential fervices.
Brethren, pray for him, that God will gracioufly
fuftain him, and infpire him with that wifdom
that is profitable to dire& : alfo, that the coun-
cils of our nation may be under the divine di-
re@ion ; and that the happy period may foon
arrive, when that kingdom which is righteouf-
nefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, fhall be
univerfally eftablithed, and all men dwell to-
gether in friendthip and in love. And let all
the people fay,

AMEN.



