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THE SEASON OF DIVINE MERCY.

* BY REV., T. C. TEASDALE, D. D.

—
“Behold. now is the accepted timel Belold, now is
the day of salfition.”—9 Cor., vI. 2.

Soldiers of the Army of the Confederate States ¢

Allow me to address you on a svbject of inflnite
moment to you. Coempared with the interests involved
in this subject, alt others arce insignificant and mean.
-1 refer to the salvation of the svul. The blessed Jesus,
who made both the world aud the sou!, and who knew
perfec'ly well the relative, value of Cdlh, in the furm of
an mlen'n"utmn, which s even more slgnmcant and
impressive than a positive affirmation, teaches us that a
man would be an almost iufinite loser if Le should gain
the wm‘ld aud lose his sonl  “For whatiys a man profi-
ted,” says He, “it he gain tiie whole world and lose his
own soul ? Or'what shall a mun give in exchange for his

-soul?”  But this priceless sonl is in imminent danger of
being cternally lost. Tt is already coudémned and .
adjudged 16 hell. - Tt only awaits the execution of ¢he
pz,nalty which it has mcurved to consign it to remediless.
rin and despair. It i+ consoling, howevcr to know
that for the direst exigencies of the soul a complete °
reme:dy has been provlded “God s loved the world
that he gave, his ounly begotlen Soir; that whos ever:
believeth in liim should not pehsh but have everlasting.
life, For God =ent not his Son iuto the world to cony
demn the world, but that the world through him mlgl‘
be Saved ”

Now, what [ wish to xmpre<s pon your minds in thls
n<Idm~~;—1s the sotemn fiet thit THEKE ARL SEASONS AND
QIPORTUNL. ILS PECULIAKLY FAVURABLE FOR THE PRUTEC-
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TION AND SECURITY OF THE SOUL; AND IF THESE BE NOT
PROPERLY IMPROVED, THE KUIN OF THE SOUL MUST INEVI-
TABLY ENSUE. Let us seriously consider this subject.

1. There are times and opportunilies peculiarly favor-
able 1o the protection and securily of the soul. This may
be proved, fitst by analogy. “In almost every pursuit
of life, there are oceasions. and opportunities *which -
afford peculiar aid in the presecution of an enterprise.
The judicious selection of these as the crises for action,
is what usuzally gives one man an advantagé beyond
another. ‘Riches do not come to the man of under-
standing, nor success to the inan of might, but #ime and
chance happen to all.’ That is, there are ceftain ‘oppor-
tunities in the course of human affairs- which no wisdom,
of man can foresee, which no power of man can contol,
which being apparently matters of chance are yet under
the direction of God, and on. thsse depends the success
or failure of every eiterprize. The m:n of business is
aware of this and therefore places himself in a posture
which may enable him to watch all the occasions and
incidents that may admit of improvement. As these
escape him, notwithstanding his watchfulness, he is of-
ten heard,io express his regre:s when too late, that he
had not taken advan'age of the lost opportunity.—
“Now,” says he, “I peredive the point from which T
errgd. Why couald I not sce it at the very time? Why
was I 0 dull of apprehension as not to have seized that
idea which now appears so obvious, that I might have .
matured it into imporlant result«? Alas! it is now too
late! I have Jost the favoring tide of circumstances aud
must be content to see. others-sharing the advantages
which my supineness has caused me to lose.”” !

The same may be said of almost every human avoca
ion, The men .of the world have no doubt ot the
existence of such & disposition- in tht conrse of himan
sventa. They keep it perpetually in view. They regie
late all their actious by a regard to it. They make their
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calenlations with a “special reference to the controlling
influence of what the wise man styles *‘Zime and chance.”:

Now, the same disposition in divine things possesses

an influence of the same kind, but as much more impor-
tant as the things.of eternity are more important than
those of time. I'here are harvest times and summeér
seasons 10 the ¢oul. Dvery sinner has a time of “mér-
ciful visitation.” So enalogy teaches.
2. But the truth of this important doctrine does not
rest upon analogy alone. Tt is emphatically a doctrine
of the Sacred Seriptures. We cannot turn to that uner-
ring page. on which i3 written out all wisdom and all
truth. withont making out a certaipty for this doctrine,
The Old Testament Prophets inculeated .it; and the
teachings of Christ and his Apostles confirny it. N

In - alluding to this doctrine, Solomon says: ‘‘Man
also knoweth mnot his tiune.” And he reeoguizes the
doctrine still “more distinctly when he sags to the
young, “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth, when the evil days comy not nor the years draw
nigh in which thow shalt suy, I have no pleasure in
them.” Jsaiah says: “Seek ye the Lord while he may
be found. call ye upon him while he is near)” This
Janguage is obviously intended to mark-the existence of
intervals and times in whieh effort may be crowned with

.success. Buat if these auspicious seasons be notim-
prove | at the proper time all subsequent effort will be
unavailing. Jeremiah says: “The harvest is past. the
summer is over and we are not saved.”  The Prophet
here utters yvery di-tinetly an intimation that the
wretched eircamstances of that unhappy people had
been cause | by their ‘neglect of favorable opportunities
of amendment. '

The Saviour, the great unerring Teacher, also distinctly
recognizes this doctrine. The Teason which he assigns
for the awful overthrow of Jerusalem is, that “she knew
not the time of her merciful visitation.” ©If thou hadst’
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Pnown even thou, in this thy day, the things that belong
to thy peace, but now they are hidden- from thy eyes.”
This lnment ation of the Saviour clearly involves the doc-*
trive of special opportuuity in religious concernments.
They had had a day of merciful visitation ; when the
pxowdnnce of God conveyed to them opportunmes to be
saved ; when the smile of benignant Heaven seemed to.
rest upon them and invite them to honor and happiness;
when numerous unsolicited aids to .salvation were in
actual attendance upon thém. But these auspicious sea-
sons had passed over; the favoring tide of circhmstances
was Jost; and the t]nnws that belonged to their peace
svere hidden from their eyes. The ‘opportunity for being
saved was thus completely lost. The Apostlesalso tau(rht
this doctrine. Paul says, “Behold, now is the accepted
time! Behold, now is ‘he day of salvation 1" And ngmn,
‘*To-day. if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”
Is it not cléar then that the doc trme ot specml opportuni-
ty, in relation to the salvation of the gsoul, is most emphat-
ically a Bible doctrine? -

3. There i3 yét one other source of eviderce to which
we may refer in snpport of this doctrine. - Tt is that of
PERSONAL CONSCioUsNESS.. We know it is so.~ There is
an innate consciousness of the truth of this doetrine in
every rational mind. -We have an illus{ration of the
correctness of this remark in the case ot the thoroughly
awakened sinner. Go to such a sinner and endeavor to
comfort him, and how sgoon he hetrays his apprehensions
on this very point. “Oh! I fear it is too late. I fearI
have sinned away my day oi*grace. [ fear that all is now
lost and lost forever!” :

And so it is with the dying-sinner. T never shall forget
the impressions made on my mind by the exclamations of
a dying man, while yet the dew of youth was on my brow.
I had been sent for to converse and pray with him in hisg
last moments. As I cntered the chamber of death, the
poor man reached out his cold hand to me and exclaimed,
“Oh ! sir, I fear it is now too lite!” Poorfellow, it was*too
late” in his case; for he soon afterwards died in dreadful



-

despair. - And f we follow the lost soul Iywn to perdition,
we shall there find a cogfirmation of this important doc-
trine. In that world of RIL despair, the wretchied iulibi-
tants constantly but nnavailinely deplore their neglect of
all opportunitics to he saved, and theic delinquency im
this regard gonstitutes a frightful soutce of their inexpres-
sible misery. Hear them exclaim, “how have we hated
instruction and despied reproof.” Now, “ibe haryest is
passed, the summer is ended and we are not saved.”

Here, then, we reach thie climax of the argument. Let
us pauwse for a moment and solemnly consider the conclu-
sion to which we are thus conducted. Is it not clearly
this 7—Oh ! listen to it—is’it not that the impenitent sin-
ner is every moment,und by everystep he takes, advancing
towards that awtul line beyond which meréy never travels
and hope i3 never fotyxd‘l How true it ig, that  ~

¢Merey knowd the appointed bound
And turbs to vengeauce there.”

Dr. Alexanier very touchingly in€ulcates this truth in &
_ pumber of stanzas from whiclr we select the following:

“There is a time, we keow nat when, -

A point, we know not where, 4 -
That marks the destiny of men

To glory «r despair. o

There is a line, by us unseen,
That crosses every path;
The hidden boundary between
God's patience and his wrath. -
Qb where is that mysterious beurne
sv which our path is crossed,
Bevond which God himseif hath sworn
That be who goes 13 lost ?

How long may men go on in sin?
How loug will God forbear?

Where does hope end, and where begin
‘The centines of deepair?
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£n answer from the «ki#s is sent :
Ye that frum God depart,

While it if'called to-day, xepent
And harden not your heart.”

R -

0, reader! art thou still Tliving in wnrepented sin ? Art
thou still re’ecting Christ and dashmg down at thy guilty
feet the proffered cap of salvation? Bewarel Thy steps
take hold on helll” Thoun art already tottering on the
brink of ruin! To-morrow thou mayest be lost and lost
forever! ¢Behold, Now is the accepted time! Pehold NOW i3
the day of ealvation » wPo-pay-if thou wilt hear his voiee
harden not thy heart.”

Il. Bat I shall leave'my task incomplete if T do not en-
deavor 0 point out to you, my de.lrxsolcher friends, some
of those times and occasions which are most favorable
for the protection and security of the soul. 'Hence I re-
mark,

o', Thnt of all the s#asons for securmg the sn]v'mon of

the soul, the youth-time of our existence is tlie most im-
p»ortaut. This might be proved by mental philosophy, by
Bible encouragements, and by indisputable facts., The
_nffhd at that season is less cumbered with worldly cares ;
the heart is less -indurated by sin; ‘and the soul is more
susceptible tos divine impressions. The Scriptures, too,
afford peculiar encounragement to tae young. Mercy per-
sonified says, ¢TI love them that love me, and they that
seek me early shail find me.” Numerous facts also wttest
the truth of this proposition. The great majority of those
who are ever converted to God, are converted in the mor-

ning of their days. The period of youth, then, is an*

important ‘‘harvest-time and summer season’” to the soul.
0, young man, lay this. trath to heart.  Thou art now
enjoying the most precmus opportuuity to be saved. ‘“Re-
member now thy Cre.ater in the days of thy youth, when
the evil days come not nor the years draw nigh in whick
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them. ’

2. Another of tkose ovcasions most favorable for-the
protection and security of the soul is a season of religious

0
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revival. At such times ministers usually preach more
plainly and niore carnestly ; Christians pray more fervently
and with greater faith; sinners fecl more deeply; and the
Holy Spirit operates more mightily. O, soldier friends,
heed the divine admonition, and “Repent and be converted
when the times of refreshing come from the presence of
‘the Lord.” '
- 3. Another of these auspicious occasions occurs when a
spectal interest 1s evinced by God's people in the spiritual
welfare of particnlar individuals, o1 of particular classes of
unconverted persons. The dotiny parent is anxious now
ahoutbhis dear gon. The pious wife breathes outlier impor=
winate prayers for the salvation of her beloved husband.
And the alfectionate- sister is found in wrapt communion
with her God in behalf of her impenitent brothers. Is no¢
this a “harvest-tinie and snmmer season” to the soul?
And when, too, the whole christian community is deeply con-
cerned for the spirituel welfare of the scldiers in Qur various
armies, i8 it not “an accepted time” and a **day of salvation’ {o
them? How much interest is'felt, how much emotion has been
excited in pious hearts, and -how many fervent prayers have
been ofkered for absent ved ones in the army by their friends
at home, the developments of the judgment will'alobe disclose.
O, my soldier friends, disregard not this 1nterest in your bes
half, and {read not the tears and prayers of the {riends that love
you under your heedless feet! Think! Perhaps at this very
maoment your honored father or loving wother or youthful wife -
may be praying for your salvation1 Shall they pray in vain ?
4. I have space to mention but one other auspicious season to
the soul; and that is, wlken Gud speaks in the thundertone of
his judgments to the people, When his judgments are abroad in
the land, surely the people should learn vighteousness. And is
not this a time ? Was there ever a people mole severely chas-
tised than ours? And though our suilerings may be inflicted
by the hand of an implacable foe, yet God is none the less con-
cerned in our afflictions. ‘ He- often uses the wicked as the
instruments of chastiscment to his peop'e. Ta'k not of our
calamities as the -product of accidgmgor of any foiduitous con-
curreace of secondary causes. They all proceed from the ben-
evolent Bovereign. of (he universe, and nre designed expressly
for our spiritual §<uod. Happy for us if we heed. his®voice in
bis desolating judgments | Huppy for e ® this lust agency @
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“which he resorts, when all the resonrces of gondness and for-
besrance have been expended in vain. shall produce in our
busoms a salutary corspunction! But if this solema rebuke of
Jehovah shall not lead us to repentance and salvation, then
what hope is there that anything in the whole circle of moral
1nfluences will ever bring usinto cord®al ahedience to the Cross,
of Christ ? What reason have we to conclude’that we are not
of that nnbappy number “who have trodden under foot the Son
of God ; counted the blooc of the covenant ~vherewith heé ivas
sanctified an unholy thing ; and doue despite to the spirit of

_ bis grace ?” May we not justly fear that we are “past feeling;”.

and that the season of divine merey, is to.us clean gone forever ?

Saldier friends, [am now done  What will you do with this
important-subject? Will ydu still neglect the “GrEsT saLva-
TI08?”  Will you still postpone attention to this chief interest ?
Remember, God bas smd, “My Spirit shall not always strive
with man.”  Will you delay another day 2 7o-morrew it may
be too late! O, then, hasten to the cross of Christ! “Remem-
ber Lot’s wife!” Bwbrace proficved merey to day! Zo-duy
make.your peace with God!  Aovw, this ‘mocr, this very MO-
MENT, give your heart, in confiding trost, to tbe blessed
Jdesus! Let nothing deter yon! Your all for eternity isat
stuke! Your®destiny will spou be fixed! Yuur day of prace
will soon close! What youde must, be Jdove quickiy ! 0, do
it ro:pay ! do it Now! !
: — . A

-~ y . . —

L )






