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S the affairs of GovirNMeNT and LinEg-
Tv,are the greateft points of cantrover{y, now
in the world, it certaiply is of great impor-
tance, that our ideas be clear and juft con-
cerning them. Permit me therefore to offer
= a3 few thoughts, upon a familiar metaphor,
which the holy Ghoft has nfrd to illnitrate their true nature,
1o Amos, v. 24, he fays, ¢ Let judgment ran I 2s waters,

““ and righteoufnefls as a mighty fiream.” From whcnqc we
may obferve, | -

Firjt. That judgment and righteoufnefs are effential te free-
dom. When we would reprefent any thing as quite free, we
fay, it is as free as water.  And not only the flow of mercy
and grace from God to maen, but alfu its effcfts in them, 1m
producing obedience unto him, are often compared thereto
in the word of truth—John, 1v.14. and vi1. 385 Titus, 2. 11,
12. and 3, 5—8. This is moft certain, becaufe

Second. Freedsm is not afting at random, but by.reafon and
rule. Thofe who walk after their own lufts, are cloxds
without water, ¢arried about of winds ; or raging waues of the
Jea, foazizizz& out their own fbame ; while the true soNs oF L1~
BFRYY are like freams, which run down in a clear and fleady.
channcl. David fays, 7 will run the way of thy commandments,
when thou fbalt enlurge wy heart. I will walk at liberty, for I-
[eek thy precepts.  Streams and rivers muft have fteady. chan-
nels to rumin ; bur they that promife liberty while they defpife
government, are wells withous weter, clouds that are cqrried
wiih & tempefl, 11 Pet. 2. 10——19, |

Third. Though tyranny and licentioufnefs oftcn..mak‘e a.

great noife,yer goverament and liberty are much fironger than .

they are. The former, like raging wayes, dath. themfelves

agiintt the rocks, and. di¢ upon the fhore ; or like a tempeit,

atter making {ad walte and devaftation, their firength is goney

and their force is over. While the latter, like a migity fiream,

carry all before them, and never reft till they can get througi,

Qi over all obflacles, which are put in their way. |
| Fourtl,
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Pourth. Streams and rivers are of great ufe, and caufe a con-
Rant flow of refrefbment and bleflings wherever they came 3
fo does the exercife and adminiftration of judgment and righ- -
gcoulnels, among all people that enjoy them. Hence,

Fifth. The command of heaven is, Let them run d-wns put
Mo obftru@ion in their way. No, rather be in earneft to re-
gnove every thing that hinders their free eourfe.

~ Sioth. The context plainly thews, that a main obftruétion
te thefe great bleflings, among the people then fpoken to, was
their afluming a power to govern religion, inftead of being go-
veraed tyit.. True religion is a voluntary obedicnce unto
od. And the great defign of all ordinamces and acts of wor-
ﬂng towards him, is that thereby we may obtain pardon
and ¢leanfing, with diretioa and affiftance to behave as we
ought towards our fellow-men. But inftead- of this, thole
people added their own inventions to divipe inftitutions, and
fubftituted their alls of devotion tewards Ged, in the place of
& righteous pradtice towards men ; or for a cover to their con-
trary conduét : And ibey would fain have been thought very
religious, althcugh they turned judgment into wormwood, hated
him that rebukedin the pate, and abborred him that [pore upright-
Iy, ‘Thefe things were written for our ‘admonitica ; and all
‘things of that nature, if indulged, will prove as pernicious to
us, as they did to the Jews. And fince felf-intereft and felf-
flattery haye an amazing influence to blind men, concerning
their ewn conduét im thefe affairs, great care cught to be
taken to guard again{t deception therein. And perbaps aclofe
attention te two late publications, from the ruling party in this
. State, may be very ferviceable in that refpe&.

Eleven years ago, the epifcopal cler appeared very earneft
for having Bﬂhogs cﬁabli?h:g?n Amcxgiyca l:P\which caufed Dr.
Chawncy of Boften, to writc an anfwer the next year, to
what Dr. Chandler had publithed upon that fubjet. And as
Chandler had declared, that ail they wanted, was only to have
their church compleatly organized, without the leaft defign of
. 1njuring others, the beft reafon that Chauncy could give, why

his requeft ought not to be granted, was this: Says he, |

““ W¢ are, in principle, againft all aivil eftablifiments in re-
¢ ligion.—It dees not appear to us, that God has cntrufted the
if Rate with a right to make religions eftablithments. ﬁIij the
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$¢ ftate In England has this delegated avthority, muftit not be
¢ owned, that the Hare in China, in Tu: key, im Spain, has this
¢¢ authority likewife ? Whar fhould make the difference in the
¢ eyc of true reafon? Hath the ftate of England been diftine
¢ guifhed by heaven by any pecoliar grant, beyond the ftatein
¥ other countries 2 If it has Jet the grant be pioduced. Ifit has
“ not,all {tates have,in common, the tanic authority.is eftablifh-
“ menis conformabhleto their own fentimentsiareligion ¢ what
¢¢ can the confequence be,but infinire damage to the caufe ofGod
¢ and true religion | And{uchin fa@ has beenthe confequence
¢ of thefe eitublithiments in all ages, andin all places. Bhaould it
¢ be {aid. we claim liberty ot conlcience,and fully enjayit 5 and
¢ why weuld we confine this erivilege to our felves ? Is it notas
‘¢ reafonable, epifcopaliansfhould boih claim and enjoy it ¢ It
¢ is rcadily allowed ; and we are as willing they fhould pofiefs
‘¢ and exercife religious liberty in its full extent, as we defire
¢ todo it ourfelves. But then, let it be heedfully minded, we
 claim no rightwo defire the interpofition of the fate to effa-
¢ blifb that mode of worfhip, govirnment, or difcipline, we
¢ apprehend is rhoft agreeable to the mind of Chrift, We de-
¢ defire no other liberty, than to be left unreftrained in the
¢ exercife of our principles, in fo far as we are good members
¢ of focicty : And we are perfe@'y willing epifcopalians fhould
¢ enjoy this liberty to the full. If they think Bifhops, in their
f¢ appropriated fenfe, were conftituted by Chrift or his apof-
¢ tles. we objeét not a word againft their having as many of them
¢¢ as they pleafe, if they will be content to have them with au-
¢ thority altggether derived from Chrift. But they both claim
¢« and decfire a great deal more. They want to be diltinguifhed
¢« by having bithops up:n the footing ot a fate-¢ffablifomsnt.
¢ 't he plain truth is, by the gofpel-charter, all proteffed chrife
¢ tians are vefted with precifcly the famz rights 5 nor has one
¢ denomination any more a right to the interpofition of the
¢ civil magiftrate, in theie favour, than another 5 and where-
¢¢ ever this difference takes place, it is befide the rule of /erip-
¢ ture, and | may fay alfo, the geouine diCates of wncerrupted
¢ reafon.”* From whence we may learn, that corr v« t reafon-
ings, have carried Dr. Chaurcy’s denomination on in a way
befide feripture rule, for thefe hundred and forty years ; forjuit
{o long have their rulers interpofed their authority, to fupport
their

-

[ o)
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* Chaurcy’s anfwer to Chandler, pege 132, 153,179, 180,
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their religious minilters by afefment and diffrefs, to the un-
{peakable dynage of other denominations, and contrary te the
practice of the firft planters of the country,for eighteen years.
"~ And that partia/ity was wholly an arbitrary ufurpation of the
ruling party, withoutthe lcaft warrant for it, in cither of our
- chartors 5 yet the majority of the cuavention laft winter, voted
~ to incorporate ¢hofe ecclefiaftical laws with others,into the new
conftitution of government, which they were framing for us,
which, if it had been received by the peaple, weuld have efta-

btithed them in another marner than cver they were before.—
- Upon hearing of which, the agent and corgmittee of our Bap-
tift churches met at Bofton, ¥cb. 21, and 8rew up a proteft,
and petition ta curnextaffembiy agriaft it ; wherein they {hiw,
that thefe laws are contrary to chriitian liberty, exclude Chrift
from being the only lawgiver and head of his church, are 3
breach of public faith; as they tax people where they are not
reprelented, and impower the majority to judge for the reft
aboutipiritual guides,which naturally caufes envying and Arifs.
contrary to the wifdom that is fram abeve, which is witrous
partiality, and without hypecrify. And they clofe with faying,
 Our earncft prayer is, that your honors may be the happy
“ inltrumcnts of promoting {uch impartial peace, as to fix itas
¢ a fundamental principle of our conftitution, that religious
¢ minifters fhall be fupported only by Chriit’s authosity, and
¢ not at all by afleifment and fecular force : which impartial

¢ libarty has long been claimed and erjoyed by the town af
¢ Boiton.” o '

Great numbers, and of various denominations. fubfcribed
this addrefs to our Affembly ; + which alarmed a number of
miniiters ; and Mr. Phillips Payfon,who preached the Election
{fermoa, at Bofton, May z7th, commended the couftitution
toat was frimed for us laft winter, and fays, ¢ It may juitly be
confilered as a high evidence of the abilitiss of its compilers,
and if it fhould not be complicd with, it is very probabie wg
ncver thall obtain a better.”  And he faid to the Afiembly,

“ The unportance of religion to civil fociety and government,
1s great indeed, as it keeps ziive the beft fenfe of moral obliga-
tion, & maiter of fuch extenfive utility, efpccially in refpeét ro

- an

+ Which would have besa prefentsd, if the confiituiion hed heey
raicived.,
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an oath, which is one of the principal inftruments of governs
ment. The fear and reverence of God, and the terrors of
eternity, arc the moft powerful reftraints upon the minds of
men. And hence it is of {pecial importance in a free govern-
ment, the fpirit of which being always friend,y to the facred
rights of confcience, it will hold up the gofpel as the greatrule
of faith and praftice. Eftablifked medes and wfages in reli-
gien, more efpecially the ftated putlic worfhip of Ged, fo ge-
nerally form the principles and manners of a peeople, that
changes, or alterations in thele, efpecially, when nearly con-
formed 10 th: fairit and fimplicity of the golpel, may well be
eftcemed ury datuiperous ¢xpcriments in government.  For
this and other rezfens, th: thoughtful and wife among us,trufk .
that our civil fathers, frum a regard to gofpel worfhip, and the
senftitution of thefe churches, will carefully preferve them 3 -
and at all times, guard againft every innovation, that might
tend to overfet the public worthip ot God, theugl fuch inmo-
vations may be urged from the moft foaming zeal. Perfons
of 2 gloomy, ghoftly and muyftic caft, abforbed in vifionary .
fcenes, deferve but little notice in matters, either of religion
dr government. . Let the reftraints of religion, once be broken
down, as they infallibly would be, by leaving the fubje&t of
public worfhip to the Bumor: of the multitude; and we mighe
well defy all human wifdom 22d power, to fupport and pre-
ferve order and goverament in the Statc.”*

Perhaps many may think, that the two authors I kive
quoted upen religious eftablifhments, are of .oppefite fen«
timenls, if not of diffcrent denominations, in religion,——
Could this thought be fupported by evidence, it would readi-
ly be admitted ; rather than to fuppefe them guilty, of fuch
felf-contradition, as they moft certainly are. For fafts abun-
- dantly thew, that Dr. Chauncy has exerted himfelf, from time
to time, to defend the eftablifbment we complain of, muca
move than Mr. Payfoa has done. And to defendit againft the.
bithops, the firft of thefe gentleman fays, * It does not appear,,
to us, that God has entryfted the ftate with a right to make re-
-ligivus eftablithmeats.” The other warns eur civil rulers,
apainft fuffering amy changes in their ¢ eftablithed modes and
ges in celigion.” 't he firft declares, that fuch eftablifhments
, 1. yaél, bren of infinite demage to the caufe ef God and true

) XVil—XEXe religion,
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feligion, iii all ages, and in all places. The other fays, ¢ The
thoughtful and wife amorg us,truft that our civil fathers,from
a regard’to gofpel wortliip, and the conflitution of thefe churches,
will carefully preferve tiem ; and at all times, guard againft
_every innovation, thit might tend to sverfet the pudlic wer/bip
of God.”

_ The Jews at' Theffalonicd, when moved with envy, cried td
their rulers, Thefe that bave turned the weérld upfide drwn, are
come hidhef alfo. Bur for a profefled mimifter of Chiif, to
alarm our clvil rulers of dahger, that the worfbip of God would
be everfet, if they did not tarefully preferve thefe churthes, is
much more [urprizing ! He fays, *¢ Perfens of a gloomy,ghoft-
ly and niyftic caft, abforbed in vifionary tcenes, deferve but
little tibtice in mattérs, either of religion or overnmen:.” And
indeéd I think fo t60 ; and td whom ¢an theft epithets belong
fo properly, “as to thole, who think that the thurch of Chrift,
and the worfhip ¢of God, wotild be overfet, if fecular force was
not t:‘ed tofupport them ? Are {uch churches built upon the
ROCK, of upon tke fand ?

This gentlerhan fays, ¢ The language of juft complaint, the
voice of real grievance, in moft cales, may eafily be diftinguifh-
¢d from the meer clamor of felfi/h, turbulent and dijappeinted
men. The car of a righteous government will always be open
to the former ; its hand, with wifdom and prudence will fup-
prefs the lacter.” * —+-ThLis is an impertant truth, And
fin€e he Warns our rulers againft innovations, I think i mydus-
ty, plainiy-to mention fome of them; which his party have been
?_'uil‘ty of ih our land: The leatned tell us, that to innbvate,

s ‘““tointroduce, or praftife aecw cliftoms, opinions, or Mws,af-

ter afly, clandeftine manner. And let the public judge, whe-

ther his party have not done fo, in the following inftances; al-
though they have doubtlefs had many pious men among
them.

 The Maffachufesis company came over to New:England,

ten years after Plymouth people had begnn the fetilement

thercof. + The charter, which conftituted them a civil go-

veroment, exprefsly limited them, not to make any laws coa-

erary to the laws of Eugland ; and all the freemgn, who were
* P22, admitted
+ My hiflory, page xlv, Ixii, lxiii, '
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admitted to vote for their rulers, took an oath of allegience te
the government, wherein they folemnly engaged to fubmit to,
¢ all 'fuch laws, orders, fentences and decrees, as thould be
lawfully made and publified by them.”* 'But when they fet
out to frame and enforce a new religious cftablifiment, very
contrary to that of England, they found that their oath ftood

in the way of it ; therefore they pafled an a&, four years after
they cameto Bofton, to abfolve themfelves, and all the freemien,
from their oath to keep aéts lawfully made, and framed ame
other, of fubmiflion to all fuch laws as they called wholefome;
Was"not thié an innovation of the worft kind ? |
~ The following year the court fent out 1o all their thinifters
and brethren, for advice and aflifance, about one uniform order
of dilcipline in their churches ;+ and at the fame tme pafled
an at, 1o compel every male within their jurifdiftion, of fis~

teen years old and. above; to take this new inveated oath, or
be punifhed at their difcretion.

Mr. Roger Williams was then minifter of Salem ; and be-
caufe he publicly warned his flock againft taking that oath, he
was foon convented before the rulers at Baften :1 But he boldly

*ftood his ground, 4gainft them and their minifters too. The
tiext time their aflembly met, they took away a valuable tract
of land from his church, till they thould give the court fatis-
faltion upon thefe matters. For this, Mr. Williams and his
church, wrote letters of reproef to the churches where. thofe
rulers belonged ; butinftead of repenting of this iniquity, they
banifhed him out of their colony.§ Whereypon he went sud

founded the firft civil government, that ever eftabliflted equal
seligious liberty, fince the rifc of Antichrift. And foon after
gathered the firft Baptift churchin America.. He alfo did the
moft to prevent the rdin of all thefe colonies by the Indians, of
any on¢ man in the country. Thus he overcame evil with
eod ; while the advocates for the ufe of {ecular force in re-
igion, have requited him, and his friends, evil for §ood ever
fince.

And they were fofar from promoting peace among themfelves

by thefe means,|| that in lefs than a year afeer his b‘abiﬂxmmt’
| ' B the
* Page 61, sti. + Page 62, 66. 1 Page 57, 66, 70, 338, 453, 500, 5360

§ Page 71, 76. 88 95,15, 134, 147 1§31, 354, 373, 439, 193,957, 399, 337) 34%4
149 468, 5.8, 10, | Puge 79, ¥3. ‘
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the two minifters of Bofton, and the two chict rulers of
the cuiony, who belonged to that church, got to epen clafhings
in their meeding-houfe, on the Lovd s-day, and the flame fpread
through the land. *  This moved them to call a general fynod
upon it.  Aad becaule a new houfe of rep: ctentatives refufed
tojoin in punithing fuch as the fynod had coademned, it was
tmmediately difl)lved, and anether houfe called ; and then
fcveral were banithed, and {eventy-fix men were difarmed, of
whom #fty-cight were of Bofton.t " The year after they made
their kilt law to fupport minifters by affeffmont and ditteefs ;
which was followed _with finings, imprifonings, whippings and
hangings ; and with the exertion of all their art and power,
fov forty years after, in various attemps to divide and conquer:
Rhode-Iflind colony. And all the diforders, which thefe and
otlier means could produce therein, have been ufed ever fince,
as a moft prevailing argument for an eftablifhed religion by
human laws.

And thofe violations of the rights cf confcience, furnifthed
the Britith court with the moft plaufable plea they ever had,?
~ for waking away our firfk charter ; and in the fecond, ‘for de-
- priving us of the incftimable priviledge of chufiog our chief
rulers ;§ which was evidently the root of all the gall and’
wormwaod, bloed and flaughter, which we now ‘eplore. For
the crown being vefted with an arbitrary power of appointing
cor chicf officers, the «vun. ary requirement of our preperty
to {upport them, was the natural confequence.  And itis well
ka>wn that contefts about thai matter kindled 1his bloedy war.
So that the {cheme of religious cftublithments by human laws,
1 ftained with the guilt of ali this blood. -

In my latc hiftory of Mew-England, 3 great number of
proofs are produced to the above falls, and cur opponents are
we come to dilcover any miltakes therein, if they can. And
1 fhall puw clofe, with eaineltly requefting the attention of
my dear countrymen to two points.

t. Confider what cur civilliberties will be, if thefe men can
have t' e wills, 1 nced oot inforn you that all America are
in arms agrindt being taxed where they are not reprefented :

But

“ Pagr ™3, 7. 93, 11, 1:6, 113, 310. 319, 387, 209, 501, €24, §36. + Ap-
pendix, pege 7—r5. 1 Uag€ 592, 424, 4§71 431,486,461, 58}y §30, §1Y.~eeen
§ Apprudix; pags 4y I
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But it is not more certain, that we a e not reprefented in the
B itifh pariiament, than icis, that our civil rulers are not our
I plucnmhvcs in religrous affars + Yet niinifters hove long
qu.lllcd with them, to impole uhbmus taxes, iutirely out of
theis juctdiQion.  And they have now becn dified to preferve
order im il frate, if they fhould drop that maiice. ¢ That
mgifteat s iLeuld thus fufler thefe incendiaries, and dift nrbers
of thc pubiic perce, might jullly be wondcered at (..L"q the g:Ca.t
Me. Locke? it a did not appear, that they have been invited
by them unto 4 participation ef the fpoil, and have theyetore
thought fit to make ufe of their coveteoulnels and pride, as a
means whereby to increafe their own power.”"*

2. How can liberty of confcience be vightly en}("red il
this iniquity is removed ¢ The word of truch fdys. why 15 my
lherty judpcl of wnsiber man's confcience ? Let cuery mean be
Sully ;’mr/?nzu’ul in his cwn mind.  But Mr. Payfon fays, ** Let
the reftraints of religion once be broken down, as they inraL-
LiBLY would be, by leaving the {abjet of public worthip 'to
the humours of the mulutude, and we might well defy ail hu-
man wildom and powgr to fupport and prefesve order in
te ftate.” Ile tells of humours, but it is well known that no
men are influenced more by t!s’}:Anpc:ed humours, than thoie
who are fond of arbitrary power.  And if he had rmt been
duply abforbed thereby in vifionary fecenes, how cowld he

oflibly have delivered this fenteace as he did, direftly ia the
deP of glaring faéts which thon 1urrounded hlm, as wcll as
againft divine truth | By an exprefs law of this government,
the multitude of people in Bofton, have been left intirely free,
thefe eighry-five years, to choofe what worfhip they would at-
tend upon, and not to be corapelled to pay a farthing to fup-
port any that they did not chwc : And there are proots enoupgh
to fhicw, that this lzbcrty has greatly contributed to the welfare
and not theinjury of the town, And his preatfwelling word,
INFALLIBLY, 15 a8 ¢onira:y 1o tire holv fcxipmres, as it 1s to
expuicnc d faces. That word fuys, z’z vein do they worfbip
me, teaching. for dofiriie: the commandments sf men. 1} we
lzve [owvn unte you frrzzzal//uz(rr, 51 4prc’at thing, if we
flall reap your mr'z../ things = The Lerd balh ordained. that
they whe prec, ) the gefy el,./Z.c-u.d live of the gofpel.  Let bim
sat 15 tauglir v the syovdy ¢.nmunicale wnie bim that teacheth

('S
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in &l pood things.  Be met deceived, God is not mocked. And
Chrift folemnly forbids the giving of any countenance or fap-
port to teachers who bring not HIs DOCTRINE 3 of which
cach rational foul has an equal right to judge for himfelf.—
Mat. xv.—Rom. xiv. 4. 5.—1 Cor. ix. 1. 14 and x. (§. 29.—
Gal. i. 8. 9. and vi. 6. 7.—2 John, x. t1. But the commard:
ments of men among us, while they have allowed this liberty to
Bofton, have exprefsly denicd the fame to the country ; where
they have ordained, that they who preach the gefpel, fhali live
of human laws; which laws are fo oppofite to thefe laws of -
Chritt, that they empower the majority in each town or prifh
to judge for the reft ; evem fo, that it the minority were ever
fo fuly perf@aded, that the parifh minifter perverted the gofpel,
inftedd of teaching it tru'y, yet the majoray might feize the
goods, or imprifon the perfons, of the minority, to fupport
- that blind guide ! And the chief judge of each of our county
courts have been required, from year to year, to charge the
grand jury upen their oaths, to profecute every parith in the
~ county, that did not fettle fuch a minifter as the court called
orthedox. Though, at the fame time. if any church, together
with the town or parith, was ever fo unanimous in the choice
of a gofpel minifter, yet there is an exprefs law of this govern-
ment that excludes him from being {cttled in their conftitution,
until he has an accademical degree, or an approbation from
the majority of the fettled minifters in that county.

And this conftitution has been fo far from promotipg our
;nblic welfare, that if the whole town of Chellea, where Mr.
Pay{on lives, was publicly fold for the moft it would fetch, it
would go but a little way towards paying the cofts this govern-
ment have been put to, only for the fitting of their legiflature
to form religious focieties, and to hear and a& upon quarrels
and difputes of that nature, which they have no right to medie
with. And how ean juftice and righteon(nefs ever have their
free courfe among us, while men thus affume power to govern
religion, inftead of being governed by it ? '

I am as fenfible of the importance of religion, and of tie
utiMty of it to human fociety, as Mr. Payfonis. And I con-
cur with him, that the fear and reverence of God, and the ter-
vors of eternity, arc the moft powerfyl refiraints upon the
minds of men.* But Iam fo far from thinking, with him, that
thefe reftraints would be broken down, if aqual geligious libesty

“ wag
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yas eftablithed, that I am very certain we flaon'd heretofore
have fuffcred much more than we have done, if the reftraints
of religion had not olten conftrained his party t aél contrary
to their ecclefiafticallaws, or to fufpend the exceution of them,
~ They often declare, that they allow vz liberty ot confeience,
“and aHo complain of injury, it we recite former and latrer
afts of their party to prove the centrary.  juft fo has Dr.
Chandler done with regard to brfhops 3 and he declares they
had now no dcfign of tarsing Amcrica to thent 3 yet he fays,
¢“ §nenld a general tax be laid upen the ccuntry, and thereby
a fum be raited fufficient for the purpofe, I belicve fuch a tax
would nat amount to more than four pence in one hundred
pounds 3 and this would be no mighty herdfhip upon the
country. He that cowid thirk much of giving the fix thou-
fandth part of his income to any ufe which the legiflamre of
his countny {hould =flign, deferves not to be co hocncd in the
light ot a good fubyc{t or member of fociety. "% Pyt in an- -
{fwer hereto, Dr. Chauvrcey fays ¢ If ilic ctuntrs mipht be
taxed four pence in one hundied pcunds. it might fur the fame
reafon, and with as much juftice, if ir was thnught Whe fupport
of bithops called for it, be taxed four ﬂxi‘lingq, or four pcunds,
and fo on.” All but tories will aliow thiis to bz goed reafon.
ing ; and why is it notas good in a baptift as in a prcfbyterian ?
He goes back 150 years, and reils oF the rrIsCcoPAL YOKz
PF BONDAGE, which our forefarthers came into this wilder-
nels to avoid, and fays, ¢ Shall it be declared in the face of
the world, that th's would be no hardfbip to their pofteriry,
and that they would be neither good fubjuﬂs nor geod mem-
bers of fociety, if they theught much of fupporting that Pow kR
which hasbecn, and may again be TERRIELY OPPRESSIVE |7+
True, Do&or: There lies the mtuculty Itis not the p+nNcE,
but the POWFR, that alarms us. Awd fince the lepiflature of
this State pafied an act, no longer ago than laft Septeniber, te
continue a tax of FOWR PENCE a vear, upon the baptifts in
every parifh where they live, as an anknowlcdocmcm of the
pow ER that they have long aflumed over usin rchg ous affairs,
which we know has often been TERRIBLY 0PPR+$SIVE, how
can we be blamed for refufing to pay that acknowledgement 3

g!pecially when it is confidered, that it is evident to us, that
God never allowed any civil State upen earth, to im Dofe reli-

gious
Y Chipdlers sppesl, p. 1¢7, 168, Chayncey’s anfwer, p. 163. 194,
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ginus taxes ; biit that he declared his vengeanre amainft thefe
in lracl, who prcfumcd te ulc force in fuch athi s —1 Sauu.
. 10. 34 ~—Micah. iii. 5. 12.

Ruless, minifters and p: ople, ought to impre ve ali their in-
fluence, in their fevecal fitions, to prormcic un fu port iue
rcligion by 'vofpcl weans and methods 3 lut as th- tea(bmg the
feat ef God by the precepts of men, brougiit ccn - fion and yuin
upon ihe Jewith nation—liaiah, xxix 5 21 — . fn iy is of
infinue 1mumtmce, that everv lover of our dear counvy, be
in earneft to bave it faved fiom fuch iniquity. and from (uch,
ruin. ISAAC BACKUS.

Midllebercugh, Angufft 28, 14578,

.

At the annual meeting of the baptift churches, called The.
W:zrren Aﬁ'ociation, at Leicefter, September 8, 1778, the fore-
going obicrvations and remarks, diawn up tv cur beloved
agent, were diftinétly read and conf’dcz ed ; and e clders and
biethren prefent, unammouﬂy defired him to publifh the
fame, with all convenient fpeed 3 cipecially for the reafons
foliowing, viz. As we knew that our former fufferings would
hnve been greater than they were, if it had not been for re-
firaints from Britain, when we faw that the Congrefs was like
to have the higheft place of civil power over us, we ici.t our
agent to Phniadclplua, to endeavour to procure fome inflnence
from thence in-our favour. And being favoured witha mect-
ing of the bap:it Philadelphia aflocirrion, they chofe a large
committee to affift us ; and a conterence was gequeds d
and obtained, in the evening of O&ober 14, 1774, with the
honored delegates to Congrels from chis State, before a num-
ber of gentlemen ; to whom it was declared, that if the coun-
try might but have the liberty which Bofton has loag «njoved,
we afked no more. And fome days after, faid con mitt ob-
taincd A promife from faid delegatcs. that they would ule thir
influence to havetheliberty enjoyed i Bofton, diilisfed through
our whole State! Yet we havz fince been accu'ed  repentedly
of a&ing the part of enemies to our country, ouly for being in
¢arncft 1o have that liberty eftablithed. And we n~w folemnly
declare for ourfelves, and believe we fafe'y mov ..r the whole
120 bapuft churches in New-England, that wr « ant nothing
more i this refpect, than to have what the bet..re-named Dr.
Chanacey fays is theif principle, concerning rel:, t{;ms lllhﬂ tys

cilariid ‘L-.
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eﬂabliﬂxcd in faér, and reduced to piadtice. We thereforé
freely vefer it to the impartial public, whether our infifting
vpon thls point, be the clamor of felfith, turbulent and difap-
pointed men, who ought to be iuppxcﬂbd ? or whether that
charadter does not belong to the oppofiers thereof. ?
| Szgned by order of the Affsciation,

By JOB SEAM ANS, Moderator,
ELIJAH CODDIN G4 Clerk.

N

ANY rtlk fo plau fible about religious liberty, that .

, our good fricnds, who have not had fenfible experience,
of a contrary practice, can hardly belicve, that a religious ef-
t:blithment by human laws, is fo eviland dangerous as it really
is. This makes a recital of a few plain facts, highly proper at
this time, in order to prevent fuch evils for the future.

Many of the baptifts in this State, have long been convinced,
that a giving in the annual certificates required by the ruhngl
party, as the condition of our exemption from taxesto their mi-
nifters, contains an implicit acknowledgement of a power af-
fumed by man, which in reality beclongs only to God. And
- in our appeal to the public, printed in Botton tive years ago,
we have given the particular reafons, why we cannot in con-
{cience perform that condition.  Yet, only becaufe we have
refufed to wrong our confciences in that refpe&, our people,
invarious places, have been taxed from year to year to pocde-

paptift mm\{*exs. And I am credibly informed, that the
towns of, Lancafter and Afhby have voted this year, that dif-
irefs fhall be made for {uch taxes, upon the baptifls therein,
who refufe a compliance with that condition. And another
town has violated religious and civiirights to a much more {ur-
prifing degree. ‘

Pcppcrcll, in the county of Middleftx, has had a name for’
rchglon and regularity, and for an uncommon zeal in the de-
fence of our country, againtt foreign invaders. But their at-
tachment to their ecclefiaftical eftablifiment, by human law
has betrayed them into the following cxnavaganccs,nz. .:-
caule Mr. Daniel Davis, who Lad fome acquaintance with th«
baptifts before he removed into that town, requefted Mo
Samucl Fletcher, of Chelmsford, to come an! preach at iz
houfe, and be, by a lewer, bhad 2ppointed a wmecting there on

" March
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Marcb 19, 1778, his letter was broke’ open as it came intQ Pc -
perel, alter a town-meeting, and Mr. Nehemiah Hubband
their town-cleik, and one of their fele®men, was for c.dlmg
a vote whether he fhould preach there or not.  And as fom
afked who this prcacher was, Mr. Hubb:..d faid, he is ol
- Timothky Fletcher’s fon ; the tox-hunter’s fon, &¢. Such bt-
haviour caufed Dr. Kphraim Lawrence to remind them of
what was opce faid about 2he mrpentrr ¢ fon 3 and lo prcvcmcd a
vote upen it; and Mr. Fletcher camie and preached according
to appointmen . And, at Dr. Lawrence’s requeft, he came
agdin and preached at his houfe, on March 27th. But in the
time of wouiliip, the houfe was aﬂ"auhcd by many inhabitants
of the town, fome of whom were their lcadmg men ; and one
Temple, a traveller, was feat in to break up the m\.ctmg,who
fpake out repeatgdly for that purpofe, till lre was wurned out
of the houfe; and then they went to an adjacent taverp, from
whence a fcurrilouns lekter was tvrote 1o the preacher, which;
by adviee, he burnt. Soon atter another was fers, dircéted
thus : “ o Satmucl Fletcher, now in Pe pperel‘ ?  Wherein
they fay, “ We {hould be giad that you will not come into
town ever dgain upon mc:n an errand ; and yon may rely up-
on your.be:ng treated with opyofition and fcorn.  Don't, up-
on your perii, toms into town again on fuch an crrand, asit
will certainly be oppofcd, as cver fuch doctrime is delivered
again in Pepperell, as we arc united, and defire no bapiifts in
town. ‘This for your intereft. March 29, 1778.

¢ ltis acquiclced in by ail fricnds to frecdom and umtedo |
hefs.” .
~ This I ecpied from the original letter. . ©Orther thrcatmngs
were given out for the fame purpolc ; though Mr. Fletcher
was uot deterred thereby from preacning again in thatiown m
May. Aad on June 25, Mr. Ilaiah P ker, paftor of the bap.
rift c‘.urch in Harvard, came with him and preached theic.
‘The next morning thcy met again, when the aforefxid Me.
Bavis, Mr. Simeon Shattuck, and his wife, ana thre¢ fingle
young perfons, gave a fatisfyingazcount of Goa’s dealings with
their fouls, in order for buptifni.  In the afternnon they et
by a rivev-fide, for preaching and the adminiftration of that
ordinance, upon lands that three of thems were heirs to, whicli
£t prefent is imp oved by their mother, Mrs, Lydia Wright.
Afce prayer aud floging, My, Flether read 4 text and lf;:.z?di

is -
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his fermon, juft as Licut. Col. Henry Woods, Capt. Nathaniel
Laken, Cornet Simon Gilfon, Lieut. Jonas Varrum, Captain
Jeremiah Shattuck, the before-aamed Mr. Hubbard, and a
great number of their fellowers, came up 3 fome of * whom
werc armed with clubs and polss,and forbid our frignds eitheg
to preach or baptize, any where within the limits of Pepperell.
~——Upon this breach of the peace, Mrs. Whright tprke
to thofe difturbers, and ordered them to depart from off her
lands ; but they refufed to go. Mr. Parker defired, that they
would aét like men, it they would not like Chriftians : and rga

minded them,of the liburty of confricrre o EERNE YOI N
and even the King of Britain alinw - . . iu mentioned fundry
fcriptuies to prove the divii . . rant for fuch liberty ¢ But
Cornet Gitfon faid, Dcen’c q.oote feripture here | Thele men
had newly approved of the conftitution of governmient, which
was framed for us laft winter. which, Mr Parker told them,
they had now broken.  All this could not filence their cla-
mour ; but in open contzmpt of opr reli, ;ous fenriments, fome
of them tovk a ¢og into the river and -plunged him. And
furthe: to inrage the populace. the caious name Tory, was caft
upon Mr. Davis § acd when he attempred 1o anfwer to that
flander, Capt. Lak.., (4 church member, and one of theic
committee of fatety) {aid, Hold your topgue, or I will beat
your teeth down jour throat !

Hereupen Dr. Lawrence invited our injured friends to his
boufe; amd inan inclofurc by his door, Mr. Fletcher finithe
¢d his fermon,though not witheut much noife and difturbanee
from the oppofite party And vhile M1. Parker was at prayer,
afrer fermon, John Green,jupior, and Jofhua Blood,who food
ncar him, made open difturbance ; though Mr. Parker fays,
that from a fenfc of their fafety under che divine proteétion,he
blcfled God, that there were none te make them afraid; upom
which (as others teftify) one of them faidaloud in prayer time,
That is 2 d—d lie ! After which, fome of thofe officers, with &,
bowle of liquor, hired Abraham Boynton, and Jeremiah Law-
rence, t¢ gou into a river that was near, where Boynten dij .
Lawrence, and then afked himif he believed ? And upon fayir ¢
he did not, he plungéd him again, if not & thicd time. An
as if all this was not enouglh, two dogs were carried iotv-th
water, in the prefence of the aforenamed leaders of the to:e p

C '
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‘and as they were put under water, Mr. Hubbard faid aloud,

There is one dipt | There is another, &c. with laughter and
infult among the multitude
1

But left all this fhould not deter our friends from their pur-
%pfc. Col. Woods, Capt. Lakin, and Mr. Hubbard, came 'nto
r. hawrence’s houfe ; and when Mr Parker afked them,whe-
the they would proteét the Baptifis in obeying Chiift, in Bap-
tifm ? Or whether they would at at the head of their molef-
tors ¢ [hey refufed a direc an{wer ; bur,calling for Mr. Fietch-
"er out of another room, they intormed thete minifters, that
they appeared there in behalf of the majority of the town of
eppereli, who were againft having any Baptift preaching or
baptizing theiein ; and thesefore they advifed faid minifters,
immediately to dcpart out of the town, for their own fafety.—
Do you mean, faid Mr. Parker, that our lives will be in dan-
ger if we do not thus depart 2 This queftion they would not
aniwer, though Mr. Parker told them he fhould take that to
be their mearing if they did not explain it otherwife.  After
other difcourfe, Mr. Parker addreflcd them in this manner,
viz. }appeal to your confeiences, in the prefence of God, be-
fore whom we mufx aji appear hereafter, whether you have
come up againft us in the fpirit of Chrift and his difciples, or
 3n the temper of the perfecuting Jews againft them ! To this
they made no aniwer ; but %o0n icft the houfe. Whereupon
our frivnds privately agreed tc difperfe, and, by different ways
to draw fogether to a diftaar place of water ; which was effc ét-
ed in fuch manner, shat thofe fix perfons were decently baptiz-
ed, notwithﬁanding the arrival of fome mockers before it was
over : And as they were returning to our fiiend Shattuck’s
houfe, they were met by Cel. Woods and his followers, ‘who
fhoek their whips over them, and ftruck fome of the compas
ny. And after their entrance into our faid friend’s Houfe,ma-
»y {arrounded it, declaring they would have thofe Baptift
cacbc:'s out of town that right. Vet, as they prayed and
ng praifcs to God, the mob difperfed, and they refted there
#uictly ; and retarned home {afely the next day, according.tw
their purpofe.

A narrative of thefe tranfaftions was faid before our afloci-
ation at Leicefter, on the gth inftant ; and upon confideration
thereof, it was judged o be expedient that I fhould vific thote

lisjured
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injured friends, and collet as exact an account as I could of thd

tiue ftate of the moft material of thofe faéls, and io lay the

{ame before the public. For though far lefs glaring breaches

ef the peace in fuch refpects, have heretofore been punithed by

authority,.in the fouthern parts of this $tate ; yet we had no
certainty that thefe would meet with like tréatment. Fortherg
were not.only a principal part ¢f Pepperell concerned therein;

but Col. Woods was onre of our law-givers laft year, and many

others of them are greatly afr.id ot loofirs their legiflative

power over us in religious affairs ; which, 300, Mg to theirown
principles, depends intirely upon their ¢ontinuing to be the thas
Jority of this State.” The aurhor of their eleétion fermon iwe
years ago, fays, ‘“ The law of felf-prefervation will always juf-
tify oppofing a cruel and tyrannical impofition——-:x "
where oppofition is attended with greater evils than fubmifiiorsg
which is trequently the cafe, where a few areoppreifed by alargs -

and powerful majority. ‘This (fays he) thews the reafon; why
the primirive chriftians did not oppofe the cruel perfecutions;
that were inflited upon them by the heathen magiftrates. They
were few, compared with the heathen world; and for thém' to
have attempted to refift their enemies by force, it wouid, with-
out a mirracle, have broughz upon them inevitable ruin and
deftrultion.” + According to which opinion, Chrifk would
have cordered the ufe of force inthe firft ereting of his ¢ehurch
in the world, it he had not beca fo vnhappy, as to begin the
work at a time, when thie heathen idols had a more powerfut
party than he had. But fince the Baptifts worfhip a Saviour;
who always has had the moft powerful party ; and fince he has
taught them that the reafon why he forbid the ufe of force in
religion, is becaufe his kingdom is nét of this werld 5 they ex~
pedt, according to his word, 10 overcome all their accufers, by
the blosd of the Lamb, and by the word of their teftimony 5 and
think it their duty to attend upon the ufe of thofe means for
that end. Indecd we appreliend that we have the fame right
to have our psrfons and properties protglted by authority, as
our neighbaur. have ; but party influence has denied it to us,
m many inftanses. Three Baptifts in Ckefmsford, were.im~
p rifoned above five years ago, for minifterial taxes; and gfter

fpending the vaiuc of abovean hundred filver dollars, the Court
at

$ Wast’s Eletion fermon, at Bofton, My 29°h, 1776. P. xx.
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| #¢ Charleftown, gave judgment in their favout ; yet the afitfs
fops who taxed them contrary to law, foon had ail their expen-
. wes paid by their town ; while the Baptifts have had neither ex.
| pences nor damages paid them to this time,-as they afured me
' thisweeck. Who then can blame us, for 2ppealing to the ime
- partiai public, againft fuch oppreflions ?

I have been to Pepperel,where I preached twice, and bap-
_tized two perfpns, without meleftation. = And from the beft
“light I could gain, from many witnefles, the above‘ftate of

- #afts. is not cxaggerated in any one circumtance 3 which is
“publifhed to preveat the like for the futurc.

- ISAAC BACKUS

BOSTON, Se;ter}zlw 19, 1773,



