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1 THE

M I N U T E S

OF THE

| DANBURY ASSOCIATION.
| HOLDEN IN SOUTHINGTON,

SEPT. 18th and 19th, 1795.

ll

SerrEMzer 1&h.

I. The mrodu&twy Scrmon was ddivered by Elder ISAAC ROOTS, from
1 Cor. ix. 14.

II. Elder JOHN HASTINGS was chokn Moderator :—
Essxgzer Wakree, Clak.

IOI. Leners from the fveral Churches were read ; and the following Lift taken.

N. B. Miniflcrs nencs in Capitals : from Churches marked thus + we roccived
20 Jeers : Duathes denowe no faded Minifter.



CHURCHES.

StFFIELD,

WESTFIELD,

1 Dansear,t
2d Dansuay,

Casaax,

1t Warrixcrorp,

FanINGTOX,

3t WaterTOWN,
StratrieLy,
Toauxcron,
Sourn-Brirain,
Waazen,

2d WaLLIXGIORD,
Ansxna-Towx,

ad Wirszross,

[ 21

o m—

MESSENGERS,

JOHN HASTINGS,
Epbraim Robins,
Judah Fhelps,
Danicl Befton.

§ Gad Noble,
< Dudley Lamb.

DANIEL WILDMAN,

Sjofcph Wadfworth,
¢ Llijah Whitney.

3 Abrabam Doolittle,
Abner Mitchel.

(CALVIN HULBERT,

Jofhua Porter,

Daniel Griffis,

Ebenezer Hawley,

Eber Mcriman,

| Coruelius Cornwall.

l.evi Mols,

Amos Tuttle.

SETH HIGBY,
Ebenezer \Waklee.
ESTEPHEN SHEPHERD,

e

NAN

Nosh North,
Lemouel Lomis.

Juitus Pearce.

Atbe Wedge,
Truman Beeman.
ASHBEL HOSMER,
k'.ﬂi: Dickerman,
Johnfon.
ELIJAH W OOD.
ISAAC ROOTS,
Zaar Brackite,
Oliver Dutton.
Adia Todd.
Cazried forwend,
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' o ! =. - .
CHURCHES. MESSENGERS. EAHEIE ;
Broaght forward, | E5 15 11 61 ¢
r FPAPHKAS HUMPSON,
Samuel L-uham,
Niw-Haz1r0: 9, John Lewis,
Zaclhariah \Watfon, )
Hezeliah Wedt. 26§ --)--f 1} 6,
. . - |
New-Mitrosp, ifrael Lockwood. MRS BRI N B
o t.benczer Hanchit,
Siuasex, vathanicl {ointos,
faac Duounieg. ee eVl 4u
—-— [ ]
S1xspTRy, i]aﬂ.-d Mills. s dee]-- ’ .- 7
‘Votal. brea s 8 2 -

e . e

N. B. The twe laft mention=d ciirihss, wers cordially r.ceived iuto our teilyw-

4th,

fhip, the prefent year.
Letters from Correfponding Afluations, (viz.)
New-York, snd Satifbury were road.

N. B. From Philadelphia, and >tonii:rton we re.eived neither Lettersnor Mcfengers,

-d.

Gh.

=th.
Sh.

gth,

The circular Letter written by _ider F'anilron was read and referred to the examina-

tion of Elder 1'ull, Llder Ruyce, and ilder Wlhelpley ; tiiey Leing a Comanttee

appointed for thit purpofe.

Appointed rlder Higby, to write o New-York Affociation.

Leacon Whelpley to Phil.d. Iphia,

Flder Hofimer to Stonington, and

Brother Johnlou to Shaftthur) .

Adjourncd till to-morroy 9 o'dock, AL M,

}et piricant to adjournnent.

Meeting opened by praver by ilder Wood.

The Letrersto Conc ponding Affociativns ; ordered yefterday to be prepared were

resd aud approved of.

Appinted e following Elders, and Brethiren Mcflengers to correfponcing Af-

foctations, viz.
Elder Hoimer, ?
—— Rogts, - ;- to Stopington.
Brothrroq'l‘tuule, 5 &
Elder Hamilton, to hiladelphia.
Elder Iaftings, 2
— {\"i by . to ShaftfLury.

Beotler Wadfworth,

-
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Elder Haniilton,
—— Higbv, .
- Wﬁrlpley, to New-York.
Brother Waklee,
tcth. Elder Hamilton’s circular letter, referred yefterday to & comwittce, was approved |
and ordered to be printed. .
11th. Voted, that Llder Wildman prepare the circular letter for next year.
12th, Voted, that this Aflociation be Lolden at Sufhicld, onm the third Wedneld:: o) “ep-
tember next, at 1 o'clock, p. ».
13th. Elder Hulbert to preach the introdudory fermon ; in cafe of fail ire, Lider “vou !
14th, Vouted, that Llders [{amilton, Haftings, and Hulbert, be mcflin i fron. .uis Al i
ation, to mcet the general commiitee at Sturbridge.
15th, Appointed Elders Hofiner and Shepherd, to colle& sccounts from the fci cral cliirdlies,
to fend to the general committee.
16th, Vored, upon Llder Higby’s defire, to give bim the following let:cr of appre
¢ Whereas Elder Seth Higby prepoles to take a journey into fome of tie we i
fettlements, for the fake of preaching the everiufling guipel, aud in order )
comfort the infent churches in thofe parts : this Affociation gives him fcllowiip
in faid joursey. We confider him as a beloved brother in the gofpel.”’
Signed, OHN HASTINGS, Moderator,
.BENERER WAKLEE, Cleik.

17th, The following fupplies for deftitute churches were sppointed.
[ Elder Hzofn:s: 3d Lord’s-day in December.
Haftings, 2d do. in january.
Sh l;:i_d, 3: :o. ] P::lh.
Brether 'm‘, | ‘o in Apri .
Weflfield, 3 }l4er Roots, 2d Co. in May.
{ Brother Babcock, latt do. n May.
Elder Thomplon, ad de. in June.
| Brother Tuttle, Lord's-day mext before the Affciation.
( tlder Thompion, 3d Lord's-day in OQaber.
{ Roots, 1ft do. ja November.
Brother Tuttle, 2d do. ia November.
Llder Shepherd, 1t do. in Junaary.
it Brother Babeock, ad do. in February.
wibury, < Wadfwostb, la& do. in February.
Elder Halbert, ad do. in A
Hofiver, ad do. in June.
Haflings, laft do. in June.
Wildman, Lord's-day next before the Affociation.
[ Elder Thomplon, 4th Lord’s-day in October.
Btcthel:’ Tuttle, :j :o. :n 'l.)eanber.
o Elder Y 06 n February.
it - — S R 1
v wly.
L Roets, od do. ia Aoguft.
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Brother Wadfworth, laft Lord's-day in September.
Elder Wildman, 2d do. in October.
New-Milford, T hompfon, z2d do. in May.
Shepherd, 2d do. in Auguft,
Hofmer, ad do. in Auguft.
[ Fider Thompfon, 2d Lord’s-day in November,
. Brother Wadiworth, latt do. in November.
Warren, ? Lider Wood, 2d do. in Decemnber.
Wildman, 2d do. in january,
Elder Hofiner, 1t Lord’s-day in Nosember.
{ Roots, 2d do. in December.
Wood, 2d do. in January.
Canaan, ¢ Wood, 2d do. i February.
| Shepherd, 1t do. 12 May.
Thompfon, 2d dn. in Auguft.

18th. A query from the Church in New-Hertford, viz. Is it fcriptural to ordain Deacons ?
Anfwered in the aflirmative.

19th. Appointed Flder Wildman to fuperintend the priating of the minutes.

auth. Appointed Elder Hulbert Secretary, to take carc of the Affociation papers.
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Elders, and Meflengers of the Churches which compofe the Danbury Aflu.ciation; mee
in Southingtom, Sept. 18th and 19th, A. D» 1793, tothe feveral Churches in our union,
fend Chriftian falutation.

Deagiy-Bsjover,
HROUGH the finiles of divine Providence, we irave been fuvored with another agreea-

ble anniverfary interview ; and have abundant caufe to reader alcriptions of praife un-
te God, the fountain of love, for fuch communications of his benign influences to us as have
riirefhed our fouls ; and made us fit together, in heavenly places in Chrilt Jefus. The
im aluable pnrpofes of our sfluciating together, have we humbly hope been anfwered ; we
Lave feen y abound, union in the truth prevail, and brotberly love incrcafe. For
further particulars we refer you to our minutes.

Dgas Brevnees,

As we sre now about to clofe the prefent feflion, and return to our refpective habira-
tions, and to the care of the flocks we st prefent more particalarly watch over, we think
it eer duty te circulate among the churches in our fcllowtbip, a letter of inftruilion, in
hofe things which refpect their peace, and profperity. Inthe two lait l+tiers, you were ad-

wpon do&rmlpef bjeds: the firt exhibited the total moral depra ity of the liaman

race, the dottrine of irrefiflib'e, and efficacious grace in the tinner's converiion . Gai's ever-

laltiag love to his sle, anc the final perfeverance of tie faints througn grace here, unte
B
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glory hereafter. Tothe fecond you bad belu up v view the Gme glorious erast, ¢ o ¢

with the cniverfality of tac guipel invitation, to ~very creature waoay v o o
founded ou the tutiicicucy of tse at.nemenc of Chrilt, to anfverevery decii o o 0
tice by which atoaemeant che rights of wod 8 woral govermnentare perte.t . & ol L

is magnined and made konorsisl:, bis ciaarg: ter sainesidafboi s b gy wlt o
nels 1s deddared 1a the judification of iz uagadly, wuoDlaever duuis loa s bt

finner’s cbligation to sepent, sl ueiicve tae gotpel, you had aitafiiy davonitracy . o
things are 1ot aention=d v fuflcrn of your forgafnlacts. vor ivon alwiy ob yeor oo
ing ett adhLihed la the vithof 177m, oul wetniah 1L 01 aat) TOMICURYoUr pare an ! L

putting 3 2u in remcmbrauce of tien, aud would stway ¢ cverdife a gadly jealonfy o oL,
o /:/' ‘_I dry MedNs . l"'/"rfsd‘ gdil'f.f 5o, th 9.'4;’) he, /7{:"111.'_ SRR VLN RTRY AN ’ e
rupted frembe fimphity thatis ia Chrin” i wow vesedf y land fufi ot 10

Seeing then you uave becminfte t-d iy it fund imeazal do trines of the getpel : i~ os
leave at this time to turn your astention to ta . ragtize the polpel reguires , 1or e wo e
of which, 7ion : 4t times) lies wae, a0d deti3diun (pieads within ber walls.  Uhe e
tance of practical religion will st ouce appear ta the ferions, and judicions. trom tue ocat
ends amtwered by it.  Thereby light '» held ap ina turk world, i ungodly are ropre o,
yea often convicted im their owu conkiiences, and almeit pesfiisded 1o becane Cirvtian  and
may we notald ::rt&r fuch; foree of them at leait.) {nrough God's bleffiv,;, the di-
1y pus praltice, example, of his cliidren, to them, s Let A:m kncw, that be v bicr 0. 0 -
the finmer | rous the errov of his way, fhuil facea fon. iviadeathy a:d foaie bilea w7
fins.”  This if wo mere good comes of it, is wortb ::pendlngur livesin the praciice o pie-
ty s bat this is not all, chriftiaus are often madc blcfings to each otlier. by their licly w.is
before ove another, and ¢ Go o5 plorifi. &° by \bseiv ¢ S-ariug 1nac! run’

Praftical religion Mould be daily exhibited, beth in public and private life ; it rofpc.is
the prince, as well as the peafant : and it confills in the faithful ditcharge o' thofe ! ic. in-
cumbent on us, ia our feveral ftations, and relations, inlife. It is produ.ti.e of ha;p Lo
foquences ; and the want of itis attended with contrary efeds. Loes an individual tling,
let hislight fo fhluc bofore men, that they behold his good works ; God is aot onlv plorisied
thereby . but, “sark that perfell man, andbebod that upright’® Vouby © for th: i vy trui »
is peass.”” Does the religicn of fe:us appear in lamily peace, ord r, and good governnit
are the happy cenfoquences. Doss each member of a church fland in Lis lot, and ¢ ., ~: /s
recoived the gifs, even fo minifiers the fame one to anctbher, us goud flewsrds of tre ria. ]
yace of God s Yien Zien looks forth ‘as the morning, far as the moou, oo .. ¢
Jom, and torrible a1 an army bauners, bat a meghect of the duties of rilicon; whe.
ther 28 fedividuals, families, or Churches, expofbs usto cenfure, and Javs us under prel: i
advaatages % presete thecaule we have pﬂw. For shough it thouid ¢ -
pear that we wereef the moft unex.cptionable ion of chriftians, in prin. lple s Vet f

our dsily pradtice ¢ not with our featiments, and profefliou, what are we L.t 501
jng beali or tinkling g::h. ' d ’

h::;n are ous rule, both is detvine,and pratice. nor need we he atany Ir'5 1o
know cus i we bug fearch them with a right frame of mimd ; inward couforinit; 1) Gol

is abfoleedy both te knowsnd se do hiswill. If we atk wifdom it mull be ¢ o9
Juich” For without faith isis impofbis to pleaft bim.” ¢ Lordwhat wist theatu. - 2. "'
teach me Ob Lerd 1 the way of thy fatstes,” s the finceve ine ge of thfe who a2
“M“““L’_ wGed Neor the command any outnaid
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jofitive rite to be performed, witho .t re;1i-ing an mward mara] terper st the fime time,
Corcnabadap kowecrrand o ria i a el A et coglivy afeer God
wilco. not be mude by 1y Dt Ui chom Loh antuwaid temiper of Reart honn s ex-
Wi sl this iseabetrae, we cunte. - iar tac geaton why Gots wiii IS o 1eore 1o d, nt
aft-r, avd Lnown: s miily furts s want ot . rood difpo.tion.  (bis .S conurmed oy the
foituaiing purtion of bacrcd e oo, pay wosn oA deplet romous, 5o owe s v Lot oroe
bros edy o iiy gy can o tie e a e we ghiad ferue b acd ket pro . sl d
®ooarn py o wtrta Db tiong ruoied prejod.ce aud enmity agentt vod and
bis la> ‘native tc very ma.; s tie tole catle o darkiclsin thehuman mind , for ¢ e
f(f‘,’»ﬂl:‘ s ‘j"..: RIRPL I L.or o talisl ;0 ot “.F/ FRE LS thae F. 2 Fani o rven- tn o wat,
dear Micth ren, tho this wasonce your ftate ; and, * Ve were 1ot darenefs, o ware
Je bt th Ler. " ¢ hliva dadren o src DR And teeing aliol; temper i neceflary to
fe tokrow and do the wili of God, Ul be importunate at the throne of grace for {icha
tenmer, and tor adhvine nielivug 1o artend all vour fearcaes sfter trota; am?a divin= light
brrans iv on your wuiinds, let it be your dillacut care to reduce it mte prattice, “ ror if ;.4
dabofe tunga, ye thas nover fudd.””  But bear 3t in mind, that ¢ thes fiovaat which kaswcth
bis e, :r's wiity, wwd Jacit st mety Fail be braten v th mary x»."

rrom hence, we may fafely mier . that much if not the whole) of the darknefs we at times
labor wader, eriginates frous ¢ viclhves: fur while we ““ rogard iying sarstie:,”” we ¢ torik:
our cww iercy.”  Nor have we eier ferved _od 1ur nougit, or fought kis face in vain: but
while ¢ willing and obeisert,” we have cat.n th- geoi of the land. Lhe feripturesave repicte
wita promiles to CGod s people, to feek his facc: they alfo fumnifh as with argumeris to ex-
hert each ether daily, and to proveke one anotiser to love, and good works.  They iniorm
W Ve ave bis worksnanthip, crcat:d i Cirift [ ofus anto good wirks ; a1 h Cod bat, bopore
sedained, sbat we fronid walk 1 17003 Vhe commands of Gud are not grievous, but ags
calculated not enly te promote bis glory, but uliv afford delight, and great peace, ta iliofe
whe love and praciice them. Nor is it poflible for us to Bad 2 reward, but in obedience.
The kri and our own daily experience, demonitrate this, and put it beyond difpete.
O then besthres, as we would wish to promote Canl's glory. huve pesce and an increste
of it in our ewnfeuls, ard feck the good of Zion, and uf th.ofz alio whoare without : let u seot
be flothfal ; but acalous in that practice which by the bleding of tbe 1 ord may be conducivc
te anfwer thefe impartant cnds.  Now if the importance of «. ii3iom appears in the ~reat ende
asfwered by it; foalfo will ks importance 2ppear by thic fud efic.ts confequent on ite de-
clenfinn in the hessts, and the delinquency in the lives, of its profeflore.

The negloiter uf praciical religion isfet forth in sn emblemutical reprefentition by the
wiltwan: * [ wsnt by t'c pudof 8. fiotrfudy, andby the simyar ! cftbe viar o0i Huucenyrand-
ing, andlv it was ali rown sver with therms, and net:les Fu? en:ored the fuc 15 relt, awd the
fone nall thercof were brotew d-wu.’”” Oh! how many profeflrs are there in fuch s ciecim-
fhance, they are immerfod in the cares of this world, which Iike tiiorns choke the jood feed of
the weed, which bave heard and prevent its growth, they arenottapry i their pre-
feut circamftances ; bitter retlections (at times Ring their cordcicnces, as nettlcs woild Lieie
folk: thoy have loft their go.erumeit over thendclves an wni'ics . the tne wall i« bro-
hen down sad they become au eafy prey to every tempeetion. which pleateth .heir carnal
mind. Sech profeffors will oiten be heard compliiing of durinel., and fiapidity. s st
any wender haviag "/¢s:cr . tlez:, that they thenid - b1l and cance’ 1 ¢

"4

theis evidonges for Meaven arc dask; and they grepe as blind men, in the mkdit of the
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noon-day of the gofpel ; nor can it be otherwife with them fince ther have negleited 10
s addto thour faith irtue, and have ceafed to fullvw o te kucw toe Lord, thefe ave co..v 1.0y 44
the vincyar 4, and ftumbiing blocks to many, both fuints and finners, fuch characters eilect
families, ncighborhoods, and churches, a/utic tcus:nlcavencth the whole lump.”" Cliléran
are not infiructed, prayed for with fervency, or brought up in the nurture, and admuiizim
of the Lord : ucighbors are not reproved for prophanity, or vain converfation ; they are 1ot
cxhorted to fice trom the wrath to come ; nor are they ateltionately prefled to bidicve the
record God hath given of his fon. And why is not all this und more done by them; e
reafon is obvious ; their own walk teftitieth agaiuft them ; and they jullly fear that retary,
¢ Pbsfician heal thyfelf,’”” thus for want of their feitiful practice, children and ncigliburs
are fuffered to ge on in a courfe of evil and grow hardened thercin ; nor is thisall,

Charches fuffer by delinquent brethren ; ¢ The ways of Ziow mourn bcaufe nune cirazty b r
Solemn fzafls, ali ber gatcs are defilate 3 ber Pricfls fgﬁ. But few con:municants to celchrate
the Lord's Supper, where the ncgleQers of pra&ical religion are multiplied. Church mcrtia, s
though publicly notified, arve often adjourned, on account ofthe flackaefs of the memb -,
cven at a time, when the affairs of Zioa are very alarming, and loudly call tor 1icr
children’s Lelping hand.  Thefe delinquents can alfo live in ther cic/ed Fouf. 1, painted wira
vermillion, while they can toislly tLe houfe for Ceds public wortl.ip ; or ut beft deal
out towards it witha flack and fparing hand. Which boufe in confequence of this i» eithicr
ot finifhed or ifitis; not kcr repair. ¢ By much fothfuincfs, the buiiding dicayeth, .4
through idlencfi of the hands, the bosfe droppeth through.”” and thus it becomes an object of e-
rifion, and the church, and fociety expofed to that proverb (altered a little,) ¢ T4y po /-

an to build, tut were mot able 10 finsfb.”” Butdo the fad s confequent on the ncp.cct
pralical godlinefs end bere-No, t::root ot the church have not that atteation paid them
as their temporal exigences require, and as chriftians we are particularly bownd to fuppls.
We not moltiply feriptures to prove duty in this cafe ; let the following porsion of truth
fullice, whefo Aath this world : po‘: and feeth bis brother b.wve meed and Jhutteth wp b bosiis
of compafion from bim how dweidcth the love of God in Fiw. An appesl to the civil law's provifion
mpu‘ zngu,lliunm aet our fault, nilpi:'nl’ed odyef:; a cloak for our coict-
, ner do the evil confequences of negleiting praltice here neither.

The Lord’s meficagers are deeply effeed bo&‘i;ﬁmﬂy and temporally, through te
meglelt of thofe frem whem thcy might hepe for better things. Does mot the apoftilic
jnjeaQion Tva thus ; let him that 1 taoght in the word communicate unto him that
teacheth in all thiags. Oh ! brethren sare youw liberal in your prayers for him. or
thole whe are fet over you in the Lord, who daily watch for your fouls, and from wlofe
Lips you ¢ bear all the werds of this lifs,” dothey want your Amen, to theirdifcourfes; the
mofk cemvincing way tofay itis to prallice what they teach, they ¢ can have no greater joy
then to hear their children walk in the truth, Jesk te yourfelves, (brethren) that we lnfe
u“t’:wﬁdnl"& » but that we receive s full reward. Has the Lord
sifen early and feat you his fervamts, fheuld you bear without a ber, has it pic.ied
Ged by the foolifhach d‘p%u fave them thet belicve ; are their feet beantiful im the
mons de they bring goed tidings of joy wate all Oh ! then crowd around
their mi ; ner conle them to mesrs, come to the Gofpel of falvation pro-
-w:&-. Remember alio they are men, snd fand inneed of your generous com-

towards their decent fappert, The trials Lae minifters of Chrilt meet with in

' ;mmﬁcw&pﬁdm;md’ knewa to God, and theic
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own fouls. And any who are proaning under this burthen cannot atten to the Jirc.3ions
given in fcripture, viz. to give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to du tiine, to m-dita-
tion, and be wholly given up to thefe things, that their pootiting may appeir 1o Wl Aad
from hence is the reafon why many bright natural taleats, ingracious men, in the muditiy,
are not improved fo as to gain other talents ; for as well inay we expect tiic - rufii 1o grow
without mire, or the flagg without wate® ;°’ as men to grow in ufeful hnowledpe. wio ufe
not the means. Oh ' brethrenif you with your tcachers to grow in wiidom and be thoraiaily
furnifbed unto all good works, ¢ muzzle not the ox that treadeth out the corn, tor 1ie Levwer
is worthy of his reward.”” “Neceffitate not the preachers of the goipel 1o gnit th-ir billes,
Jike the Levites of old, (through the reglect of lfracl) to betake them totheir i ldy tofiek
that fupport their exigences require : but rather lend them your fricndly aid ; and thereby
keep them in the field of the gofpel breaking bread to the hungry thoufunds, of tie lot theep
of the houfe of lfracl. (We wifh vou not to encourage *“ dun'o dogs wiwo are tuo liz. to
bark, nor yet greedy dogs who can never be fatistied nor fay they have enongh.; W here there
s 2 want of natural ability, in this or any other duty, itis a juftitiable excut’; but it ' 100
notorious to be denied, that this is not the cafe with many of the neglecters of this duty, bt
rather 3 want of a gofpel temper.

Thefe are fome of the things which make Zion wafte, and fpread defolation within her walls,
For thefe dlil‘l God has a COlltl’ovﬂ'fy with us, and engspl e g porty, du iy T RSN N
the candleflick will be remer:d o:t of ats plac: : yeaand ““ a fami - b Foarspopt o d s

Lerd,” will entoe : The brugdomwill be takon {190 us and geoen 13 theje vacrc o ctosy i, wud
bring forth the fruits of rightessufucfs i1 div [ afon.
And now, brethren, we conclude this letter, with the words of the apoitic Panl,

% that ye be mot fluthfiel ; but fillow:r f themaoks through fanb a4 f .o momaatte o o
and we defire thot every cne of you do f: = the fame diligence, 1o the fuii aiivanc: 4 vy
the end.”” Let us amend our ways, which have not been go.d, and fo runtie race it before
us, as to obtain the prize. The crown is but a little way off . prefs towards it, in all the
daties of your molt boly calling, and mav ¢ the God of peace and coutfuhation. which brovple
apin from the dead our Lord Jefus Chriit, the [hrpherd. and bifliop of our fiils, ke vou
mﬁ‘lﬂi » fettle, ftablih you incvery good word, and wurk, and prcferve you
» to his coming, and kingdom,’” for Chrift's fake.  Amen.
Signed by order, apd in behalf of the Afociation,
JOHN HASTINGS, Moderator.
EBENLZER WARLEE, Clerh.
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