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MINUTES, ©&..

WEDNESL AY, SepreEnzER 21 t,

P E Aflociation met according to appointment at Strafield ;
Introduftory Sermon delivered by Brother Wildman, from
Matthew xxiv, 33. * But he that fhall endure uno the end, the fame
frall be faved.” —~
2. Proceeded to bufinefs ; Brother Seth Higby was chofen Mod-
erator, and Brother Hezekiah Wett, Clerk.
3. Letters from the feveral Churchcs in our connec&ion, were
’refented, read, and the following lift taken.
N. B, Ia thelift, Minifters Namesin Capntals ; licenced preach-
ers in Italics ; thofe to whofe names an * is affixed were not pref-
ent ; ——dafhes denote no fettled Minifter; from Churches marke

e thus t we recexvod no letters, . ‘
¥ R
' ¥ SN HE
Clwrchu. | Mgﬁnger:._ | e .5: 218
+Suffield, ~ 4OHN HASTINGS,* [ | | .| | 103
+Weftfeld, =~ ~ @ — - ' 85
$1ft. Danbury, S L l 40
, enjamin Shove
od, Danbury,_ . Danicl MIdman,’ ‘ _ 31 1} 1 ‘43
Canain, cduthan High | B 1
. utnan fi1goy, -

at, Walhngsford, { gphmm Hough, ss 1] 28} |
2d, Wallingsford, K FREE

. . " f Deac. Ebenezer Hawle ‘
Farmington, Ebenezer Norton, Y,_ | 11 ¥

' Deac. Levi Mofs, 1
Litchfield, Jonathan Woodwortb 1] 2| } 2| 20
John Todd, A
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Churches Meffengers é =151a] @ |
~e : 5 R nl31ale

R N P R PO
_ STEPHEN ROYCE,
“ ~ : Deac, John Staples . { i P
btratﬁgld, Deac. john Edwarc,ls, R o I
| _ Nathan Buliley,
:I'To;gingtpn, . 50
Abijah Fairchild | |
]:;:,:bury,. { Jofeph Perfa, ' S A Il 26
arren, T — | B )
Amena-Town,' = ELIJAH WOOD,* RER B ' "25*
Wolgott, - .DANIEL V\QLDMA_N, 5 1| g
. v o [EPHR. THOMSON, { | |
%fg{%?:i?;d and Deac, Hezekiah W’eﬂ‘.: 1 |3 L 13
VetBrivin, | gycpiien Witeox, .~ | | || |}
+New-Milford,” * - T B B O P
T VR ,4]".63[}[.4{’9 S S N T Y T
Shaton, '~~~ 4 Jofhua Millard, 1| 8 3t
$Simbury. © John Barlow, | 1 | ||
. inibury, . —— S T f 1
. < fRUFUS BABCOCK, - ‘ RE
- Coltbrook,. "+ -4'John Stepheus, s R ‘36
| | "fBEN]J.BALDWIN, -
',fd,' '.Sa:ngl‘prsﬁel_df,‘ : Jonat{l'an Smith, R 54
e SETH HIGBY, - .
- PuulingRown, | Deac. David Simrions, 1 |
bd. Fqulingliowny 1 Benjamiin Allis, I O B B
Enidod - heneaer Walkdee, 1T
aft-Hartfor — L ' A7
Nowtown. *’ ‘[ JOHN SHERMAN, ’
: °Wt‘°w;n:. | Amos Plate, . e 20 1. ] 22
PRI UL ‘Manafeh Martin 1. :
zﬂf" P?ul?ma’ﬁozwni, Robcrg'Chandlet?, . )| | 52
T T " “Total, [34[41{10] 9}1098}

4 Rezcived a Mefenger but no letter from the Shaftfbiny Aflo-
ciation. Regeived a letter and minutes from the Stonington Aflo-
ciation ; by Brother Dickinfon; but no letters nor Meflengers
from the New-York, and Otfego Affociations. -

5. Voted that a Committee confilting of Brethren, Epaphras
Thomfon, Daniel Wildman and Deacon Whelpley, be appointed to

examine.the circular and correfponding letters, |

Adjourned till to morrow, 8 o’clock, 4, M.
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- THURSDAY, September 2s,
- . Met according to Adournment.
" Meceting opened by Prayer by Brother Dickinfon,

" .. Voted to alter the time of this Affociztion ; io the firft Wed-
nefday tn Oflober ; on the requeft of the two Ciurches in Taul-
ingﬂbl‘\/ﬂ. ) ) . - ' )

9. Brother-Highy’s circular letter wasread and approvéd, Broth-
cr Sherman’s corrcfponding letter to Shaftfbury, Drother Wef’s to
Stonington, Brother Waklee’s to New-York, and Breiher Koyces to the
Otfego Affoctations 5 were read and agreed to. .

8. Appointed Brother Thomfor to fuperintend printing che
minutes. | | -

g. Appointed Brethren, Baldwin, Babcock and Deacon Wirt'pley
tothe Shaftfbury ; Brethren, Royce, Wildman and Bulki:; 1o the New-
York : Brethren, Haflings, Smith and Deacon Highy to the Stemng-
ton, and Brethren Sherman, Bascack and Weft, us Meflengers we the
Otfego Affociations. ‘ ' : :

10, Voted, that this 4foctation, be holden the next vear, on the
firlt Wednefday in O&ober, at one o'clock P. M. at Whllingford ;
with the firlt Baptift Church, ata Meeting-Houle of the ftanding
order, at Mcridin.,

11. Appointed Brother Royce to preach the introdu&tory Sc:-
mon. In cafe of failure, Brother Babcock. :

12. Voted, to print the correfponding lettey with the minutes
for the future, afier this year, ' ‘

'13. Appointed Brother Baldwin, to prepare the circular letter,
and Brother Wildman the correfponding letter for the enluing ycar,
. 14. Voted, to recommend it to the Churches compofing this 4/~
fociation, that their Delegates, when met annually, fhould com-
mune in the Lords Supper ; and it is requefted that the Churclics
if they are agreed with it, would manifelt it in their letters the en-
fuing ycar.

SUPPLIES for DESTITUTE CHURCHES.

Brother Skerman, ed. Lord’s Day in November,
Brother Bulkley, 4th.  do.  in do.

[ Brother Wildman, gd. do.  in- July.
Brother Hall, 2d, do. in March.
Brother Baits, 3d. do. in November.
grot}l:er .galdwin. 3d. go. in _{unc.

. rother Royce, laft o. in January.
Litchfield,< Brother Babcock, =d. do, in Fcbrua)x{y.' ’
Brother Skerman, gd.  do.  in O&ober.
Brother Thomfon, 3d.  do.  in December.
Brother Thomfon, 3d.  do.  in May.
| Brother Bulkley, lat  do, in April,

sd. Danbu.lry?
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Roxbury, Brother Baldwin, 4th, do.  in June,

. Brother Skerman, 1. do.  in May,
-2d, Wallingsford, {Brot,hcr Royce, , ad, do. in Oftober,

Concluding Sermon delivered by Brother Dickinfor ; from
Matthew xvii. 5. * And behold a voice out of the cloud which faid,
this is my beloved fom, in whom I am well pleafed ; heqy ye him.” |




CIRCULAR LETTER,

DEAR BRETHREN, ,

THE period has agiin arrived, in which it has been our praltice *

to addrefs you upon matters of importance. .
Several interefting fubjefts have alréady. been difcuffed in our
yddrelles to you ; fuffer us now to call your attention. to the'in-

fluence of Religion upon Society, . .
The doftrine of a future retribution, wasbelieved by the ancient
heathen to have an important and valuable influence upon fociety ;
and was accordingly propagated from motives of civil policy.—-
But their ideas of religion were extremely imperfet, and the no-
tions which even their beft Philofophets entertained of the ftate of

departed fouls muft agpcar ridiculous to the weakeft Chriftian with
his Bible in his hand, -

The tnie charafter of Gob was ée'nérally unknown tb the¢ Cen-

‘tiles, until the introduftion of Chriftlanity., They entertained

* jdeas of certain beings whom they termed Gods, but the charatters

they afcribed to them wero far from being amiable.

“ Geds partial, changeful, paflionate unjuft ;
4. Whole attributes were rage, revenge or juft s

t

.

' While the feriptures afcribs amoft glorious charafter tothe Goa

whom Chrift'ans worfhip ;—¢ The Lorn, the Lor» Gop, gra-
cious and merciful~—the Arrua and'Omeca,” &c, Heis not
limited in his exiftence or works like the Gops of the nations;

L

“but his throneis eftablithed: of old, and his dominions thzll ex- !

dure forever.”

Moreover, the heathen had unjuft ideas of morality, Revenge,
valor employed for conqueft or other vile purpoles, as well as ma-

ay other things equally void of merit were tanked among their
greateft virtues, | L

The havoc which Arzxanser and Jurivs Casar have made |

of mankind has procured them the greateft celebrity; but when
their charalters are compared with that recommended by the Au-
thorof the Chriftian Religion, there appears a very ftriking con-
.‘l:%ﬁ.—-“;‘ Blefled are the meek—the poor in fpirit—the peace-ma-
ers,’”’ &c. ' - | o

To the doftrines of Grace, the immortality of the Soul and its
future State, unfolded in the Gofpel with fuch peculiar luftre and
energy; all the fables of antiquity muft in point of fublimity give
wa ° ‘ . ) ' : .

ut ta give every thing due weight, compare tho wifeft of hea.
then maxims with that grand maxim of the Gofpel, whatfocver ye
would that men fhould do to you, do ye even fo to them—Mat, vii—12,

'ake the comparifon with'care, and judge with candor and you

Will find the differcnce, The Gofpél fchome is fupported by a
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feries of powerful proofs and undeniable falts 5 and we afk whs.
{cheme is mpre divine in its nature, more grand asa {yflem, ng.,
pure in its charatter, or more falutary in its tendency. |
Morcover the Chriftian Religion affclls its friends otherw;n
than a¢ a mere law.—That a reformation {ometimes takes place j,
vicious char:®ers which is imputed to the Chriftian Religion we
prefumerhe boldefl infidel will not deny.—~And to you it will b,
whoily u :ceflary to offer any 2rguments in proof of the doftrin,
of regcuctation, S L
.. W it regeneration takes place, a principal of holine{s—of tr...
.and univerial benevolence takes pofleflion of the Soul; It wil
readily be conceivéd that this principle protpts to all that is rea!.
1y noble or excellzet in “ne condult of mankind. .
. Alove for Ged, will produce obedicnce to his requirement:,
Itisa vain cojeftion to Chriftianity, that its profeflors do not inva.
riably obey itslaws . petfefion is not to be lovked for in this life
I %l renninsa glortious proof of the excellence of our religion
- that in moft inftances it produces a lafting amelioration of cor.
duft. It is not becaule they have holinefs, but becaufs they hai
i fo little of it, that Chriftians fometimes fall into fin. | 5
The Chriftisn plices afirm reliance on the providente of Gou;
" {r~0ble that whatever occuis has the {tamp of divine authority, h-
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auotes the hand of his Creator—his hopes are placed on high, whe:

"€rrist our high prieft is exalted at the right hand of God.
~From this view of the effe& of religion upon the heartsand mc:
als of men it requires no great firetch of {agacity toinferamo’
‘ncble effe® upon fociety, notwithftanding all that has been im;:
oufly advanced by deifts to tae contrary. For it i$ certain th:
‘moft of the the evils of human life are the immediate cffeéls of (ir
‘and would be in a great meafure removed, were all or moit ofm -
“Chriftians,” Morcover a {pirit of amity and good will would v
fift between individuals, which would at once ennoble and hap;.
“fy mankind. It feems alfo worthy of remark, that the promul ™
tton of Chriftianity has generally been attended with the advanc:
‘#rent of {cience, ) |

' . ; e L) . i ‘ ,”.
" Yo contemplation of thefe things dear brethren, we are nature: §

1y led to look forward to that period which appears to be faft a-

" proaching “ when the ranfomed of the Lor b fhall return and ¢27" |

“ to Zion with Songsand everlafting joy upon their heads and ]+

% sus fhall reign Kiag of nations as he is King of Saints.” B- !
"y

“even the “glory of that State will be only a prelude to that )
Heavin ; wherethe faints fhall dwell in the effulgent prefct’
“of Jeuovan, and the facred flame of love fhall catch fipr be”
‘to heart, aud giow with encreafing and eternul fervor

"~ Signed in behalf of the Affociation,
e SETH HIGBY, Moderator.
.. % . HEZEKIAH WEST, Clak.
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