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| DANBURY BAPTIST ABSOCIATIQN;

t N _‘,," D}
HELD at WApLINPFogL‘ AR

- Ocroece 6 and 7, 1803.-

TOGETFIER WITH: mzna cmcvg,ga Aﬂm' N
C()RRESPONDING LET?-’E:RS
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1} A . . <o ’. 4

. % Wamnsnav, anm 61 ' ok

I ASSOCIATIONmetaccordmg to ,3pi>o:'htm )v: at Walhngfo;d
mtrodu&ory Sermon delivered by Brother’ Afahel tfe, from 1 Cor
xiv. 12, #4 uch as ye are zealous of. "Qirisual gifts, feel that ye
may excel, toI¢ edifying of the Church.

2. Proceeded to bufinefs. Brother Daniel ‘Wildan was chofen
Moderator, and Brother Hezekizh Wel¥, Clerk. o e

3. Letters from the feveral churches in our copne&ion were prcfent-
ed, read, and the following Jift taken : '

N. B. In the hit, Minifters’ names in capuals ; licenced Preachers
in italics ; thofe to whofe names an * is aﬁixed were not prefent ;
“dathes denote no fettled Minifters ; *ﬂ‘om Chufches matked

thus 1 we received no letters. - ,
" B REDE Z
Churches. Mgﬂfmgqu. o ' a g’ -9 g. ot
» ™ . . g‘ a
JOHN HASTINGS, S
Surfield, {Dca Judai: Phelps, . ,
. . {Daniel Befter, 5 4 " 139
b o NATHAN BUL KLEY;
1{t Danbury, John Bebee, Ny 2 6 3 3
tdeanbury, o = AP 5;
1{t Wallingford, < Ambrafe Hough, el T T e
Samuel’ Mallcr, A & t SRR
SETH HIGBY, . - =
2d Wallmgford Dea. Jeffe Dickerman, = N
' Samelﬂudcm ‘1'» A S 49

- . -
. i



Churches. Meflengers.
C adt NEHEMIAH DODGE
%2::‘2':8::: & {Dca. Ebenezer Hawley, ’
8ton, Stodard Whitman,
Litchfield, {Dea. Levi Morfe,
.{John Todd,

Dea. David Silliman,

Stratheld, -{Dea John Staples,
Stephen Jenning.

Ifaac Fuller,

Ebenezer F. Bennet,
Edman Richman,
DANIEL WILDMAN,
Dea. Auftin Blfhop,
Hezekiah Weft, -

Amenia Town, ELIJAH WQOD,*

Warren, {/1 nanias Dﬂ'bmé

Roxbury,

Wolcott &
Briftol,

Eli Dayton,

(Eben. Strong, ‘
RUFUS BABCOCI\,
Dea. '1homas Miner,

Sohn Stephens, ,
‘ Jofthua Ofbourn,
2d Sandersfield, BENJAMIN B-&LDWIN,

~d Paulingfton, {

Colebrook,

Seth Higby,
= Fartford. § ALAS BRUMBLEY,
e ® UDea. John Keney,

+ ’Sim{bury,

JOHN SHERMAN, *
Newtown, {Lh ah Sherman,

Jofeph Lewis,
1t Paulinglton

Jofeph Allis,
Jofeph Coe, . ‘
Middletown, {Walt Cornwell, ’
Michael Braddock,
. ASAHEL MORSE, -
Wisled,. {ISAAC BELLOWS
Elitha Spencer,
DAVID BOQLLES,
{ Déa. Ephraim Robins, -
Dea. ]ohn Bolles,

Tartford,

>YHy Z
ag3ga ®
e ™ .B
1 97
2 I 1 31
2 2 11§
5 I 52
2 2 1107
24
5
3 54

3 z 174
I 48

2 40

5 8
1 -3
6 1 29

1 1 25
I 36
22 1 - 92
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Churches. Meffengers. ;t 3 S A
, . e = 38
STEPHEN SHEPARD,
. Dea. Ifrael Bennet,
Wilbraham, Aaron Chapin,
Uriel Day, 16 © 96
New-Hartford, {Afahel Charchil, 6 20
Granville CHRISTOPHER MINER,. 1
’ Jonathan Barber, 1 U 44
Sharon & Corn. _ }
wall, Abraham Hotchkin, : 23
L 68 39 17 12 1556

- N. B. The laft mentioned Church was received the prefent feffion.

Elders and Brethren from Corre[ponding Affciations, were defired to
take a feat with us. A '

4 Voted, that Brethren Wildman, Baldwin, Gray and Morfe, be
a committee to examine our Circular and Correfponding Letters.—

5 Voted to not continue Canaan Church ia our minutes.

6 Voted to adjourn till to-morrow mornir.g, nine o’clock, a. m.

Thurfday, Ofoker qth; met according to adjournment.

Meeting opened by prayer by Brother Gray.

7 Brother Dodge’s circular letter, and Brother Robins’ corref-
ponding letter were read and approved. :

8 Received aleteer and minutes from the Shaftfbury Affociation by
Brethren Gray and Barns ; alfo received a letter from the New-York
Aflociation ; likewife received a ietter and minutes from the Stoning-
ton Aflociation ; by Brethren Whitman, Atwell and Welch ; likewife
received a letter and minutes from the Otfego Affociation.

9 Query: ¢ Is it agreeable with the Gofpel, and confiftent with
the conftitution of us, tifts, to fellowfhip thofe Baptift Churches,
and to commune with thofe Baptift members who by the General Court
are eftablithed, and- incorporated into Baptift religious focieties, and
as fuch are known in civil_Jaw ¥’ .

Anfwer: We would refer our Brethren to fomething like our an-
fwer t0 a query prefented to this Aflociation at our laft feffion, with*
regard to the certificate law. ' '

10 Appointed brethren Baldwin and Morfe to the Otfego, brother
Robins to the New-York, brethren Wildhan, Baldwin, Dodge and
Morfe to the Shaftfbury, and brethren Babcock, Morfe and Befter to
the Stonington Affociations. - :

11 Appointed elder Bolles to prepare our circular letter, and elder-
Morfe: the correfponding letter for the year enfuing. ---

12 Our next Affociation to be holden on the firft Wednefday in Oc-
tober next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. with the firt church in Danbury.
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Brother Nehemiah Dodge to preach the introdudory férmpn 3 in cafe
of failure, brother Daniel Wildman.

13 Appointed deacon Robins to {uperintend [the printing and dif-
tributing our minutes. oo :
14 Concluded by prayer, by brother Bulkley. v
{Sermon in the afterncon by brother Whitman, from Lphefians ii.
19, 20, 21.]
: Supplies for defitute Churches. o
{ Brother Bellows, 1t Lord’s-day in May.
Brother Baldwin, 1t = do. in June. .
Brother Babcock, 3d'  do. in Auguft.
Litchficld, < Brother Morfe,. 1t do. in July. -
: -4 Brother Robins, it do. in December,
Brother Haftings the Lord’s-day  before the next
| [ Affociation. Y R
M; ddlctown {Brother Shepard, iﬁ"“" ‘do. . in December,
’ and ©aft do. | in May.
Brother Shepard, 3d  do. in January,
N Hartford and 3d © do. - in May.
) ”) Brother Dethick, 2d dé."  in January.
Brother Robins, * 1t do.  -in May.
Signed in bebalf of the Affociation,. . '
) ' " DANEL WILDMAN, Moderator,
- [HEZEKIAH WEST, Clert.

-

-""""""-‘-—__._.'___.._..__.3...__{._ = == _‘ |
CIRCULAR LETTER.
The Elders and Meffengers of the Churches compgfing the Danbury Bap-

tifl Affotiation, convened at- Walling ford, OHa_be‘i- 6}§'ar:d 7tk 1 -3’92’
to the Churches whom they reprefent, Jend grecting. © '

Dear BRETHREN,. .

HROUGH the mercy of 2 good God, we have been indulged
T with another generalinterview together, and have partaken of amix-
ed cup-from the hand of the Lord. Our hearts have been made to re-
joice, while we have heard good news from different places, as our
minutes will fhew : Yet our joy has been mingled with bisternyfs and
{orrow, while we thought upoa the deaths that have taken place
among{t cur conne@ions, fince our laft annual teeting ; and in fpe-
ciai, the death of our mauch refpe&ted Brother Royce ga;ls for mourn-
109 and deep humiliation among all our Churches. It isa qus for any
2rod muan todie: Yea, death is glways a folemn and affeting event ;
bot {ometimes circumftances render it peculiarly fo ;—and this is now
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the cafe. 'The death of fuch a man isa public lofs. I:is particularly
a lofs to the Zion of God on earth ; there is one laborer lefs in the
vineyard, one watchman lefs upon the walls of Jerufalem. Alas!
" our deftitute Churches can ne more be comforted with his vifits = the
mourning lambs of Jefus no more- receive confolation by his gifts,
nor can our Affociation in its infant ftate receive any further fupport
from him who was a pillar in Zion, and a Father in Hizel. Hjs
lips are clofed in filence, and a long night hangs upon his eyes. + O
Brethren, refle@® a moment upon ths K:-g of terrors, fixed io his
purpofe, refolves upun vi®ory over all . can die : fteady in his
courfe, not regaiding the pangs of agonizing nature, “‘the diltrefs of
Lelplefs. infancy 5 -the poignant grief of paternal affedtion, or the
bitterelt forrows of connubial love.”” Since this is the fate of mortals
thus to bs conquered, in every circnmflance, notbing can be ‘more
applicable than the words of our Lord, Matthew. xxiv. 44. Be ye
a'fo ready. - T e :
‘This obfervation was dgubtm fpoken in allufion to the judgment
day ; but in order for us to be réady to meet God in the judgment
day, it is neceflary- for us to be ready to ferve him in any and every
circumftance of life, fo that inflead of waiting for better times or
better circumftances, let-every one confider their particular fituation in
life, under all the embarrafiments they ‘meet, as a polt in which
God has fixed them, and requires them 1o ferve him uader their
exifting circumftances ; let thém be what theff may, viz. if we are
poor, we are required to glorify ‘God by contentmeunt, if we are richy-
by meeknefs, thewing otsfélves rich in good works, ready to diftribute,
‘willing to communicate ; if we are afifted, by patience ; if .in prof-
perity, by temperance; ifbereaved, by fubmifhoa ; if comforted, b‘y
tharkfgiving ; if pérfecuted, by firmnefs ; if made viGtorious, by ai-
cribing all the praife t6 God ; if injured, by forgivnefs ; if afhfted,
by gratitude ; if tempted, by denying ourfelves for his fake—nor can
God be honored by us as he requires, by our waiting tillour circumitances
alter, and then-think to render God the glory due from us in the pref-
eent ; that parepts may be ready to do the daties which God requires of
them towards their children ; that children may be ready to do their
daty to their parents ; that hufbands agd wives may ' be ready to per-
fcrm their relative duties to each other ; thac miniilers and people,
{ervants and mafters, rulers and ruled mdy be ready to perform what
God has enjoined upon them'in his word. - It is highly neceffary that
we fhould ftand with our, leins - girt abéut with troth, and having on .
the breaft-plate of righteoufnefs, andour feeribod with the prepara-
ticn of the gofpel of peace ; above all, taking the thield of faith, where-
with we fhail be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, the
helmet of falvation and the fword of the fpirit, which is the word of
God ; praying always with all prayer and fupplication in the {pirit, and
watching thereunto with all perfeverance and fupplication for all {aints.
Let each be ready like a mufician to play their.part when God . fhall



6.
call ; that like a focial band of heaven-born friends, we may promote
gofpel harmony in the ears of God Almighty. This will be an orna-
ment of grace to our heads and chains about our necks; but fhould
the chain of duties be broken by any one’s regarding iniquity in their
heart, our churches may be toffed to and frow like the Heathen
Mariner’s thip with a Jonah on board, and find it hard rowing for the
relt, until fuch iniquity can be fearched out ; but let fuch Judafes re-
member (if any fuch there are) the threatning of Jefus, “ Woe to
him by whom offences come, it were better for him that a millltone
was hanged about his neck and that he was drowned in the depth of
the fea.” But may God preferve us from the guilt and dominion
of fin, and help us to watch and keep our garments, that we may not
be found naked. . o .

Signed in bebalf of the Affociation, o
_ DANIEL WILDMAN, Mouderator,
HEZEKXIAH WEST, Clré.

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

Deariy Berovep Brerarew,

k’@ E joyfully embrace the opportunity which:another annual meet-
ing affords us, of renewing our correfpondence wish you. Through di-
vine goodnefs we have had a very comfortable feafon: during our prefent
interview, not only in receiving intelligence of the ftedfalt faith of the
feveral churches which we reprefent, but alfo.of fome confiderable ac-
ceffion to the kingdom of our divine Redvemer in fome of our churches.
The kind Lord is not confining the precious influences of his [pirit
to any one denomination of profeffing chriftians : but is difplaying his
power, and making bare his omnipotent arm, in turning many fouls
from the power . of fin and Satan to himfelf in various denominations.
When we recognize a work of this nature we cannot but exclaim, this '
is the Lord’s doing and it is truly marvelous in our eyes.-

Blefled be the name of the Mof High ; that while nominal chriftians
are exclaiming that religion is in danger of all falling to the ground ;
and infidels are almoft ready to fhout the victory ; we rejoice to- fee
the fpirit of the Lord fiting up a ftandard againft them all.  The
pure doétrine of the defpifed Jefus t'wouygh the all-powerful infuence
of the Holy Ghoft will eventually mevail:

Notwithftanding the grand deceiver, perfonated by the huge hoft of
formal profeffors, and avowed infidels,- may come forward in his molt -
gigantic form, and dety the armies of the living God, let no man’s
heart fail him on thiszccount ; for the greas fpiritual David is conftant-
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1y watching his movements, and hearing his blafphemy, aod will cer-
tainly take the field. They that urt with him, are called chofen and
Saithful,

Therefore, brethren, let us ftrive to walk worthy of our holy vocation 3
keep clofe to Him by a faithfi." adherence to all the great truths of his
gofpel and difcipline ; pever atterpt the attack with Saul’s armour, but
if we wculd hope to repel this enemy letus be clothed with humility—
*Tis not by might nor by power, but by my fi:isit, faith the Lord. O
that we may poffefs much of that meek and quiet fpirit, whichis in't
fight of God of great price. .

1t ‘is true we may be derided as in the language of Sanballet and
Tobiah, What do thefe feeble Jews ? .will they fortify themfelves ?
will they make an end in a day? But may we with Nehemiah cry to
the Lord, faying, O our God, Jook on us for we are defpifed. Him
who fitteth in the Heavens will . certainly appear and vindicate our
caufe for it is his own. o S

There is one ground on which the enemy has moft fuccefsfully a¢.
tacked the chriftian, which is this, that while we adopt a right fyftem
of truths, evince that thefe truths have but little influence on' our lives.
Surely brethren, thefe things ought not to befo. It ill becomes us
to be carelefs and unwagchful in-our live, efpecially at fuch a time as
this. O then let us be exhorted to arife and fhake ourfelves frem the
duft, and ftrive to exemplify the charatter of our Divine Leader, who
was holy, harnilefs, undefiled, feperate from finners ; when he ‘was
reviled, he reviled not again, but committed himfelf to Him, who
judgeth righteoufly, rendored ggod for evil, and prayed for his owa
moft cruel murderers. - o

Such ought to be the condu& of all his profefled followers, and
fuch trely are the moft prominent features of all his true difciples.
O may we walk with wifdom towards them who are without, let us
love as brethren and ftudy thet hings which make for peace, and things
wherewizn one may edify another—keep at aa everlating remove from
ftrife and contention of every kind ; but flrive’to Keep the unity of
the fpirit in the bonds of peace. Inthis way we may unite in joint
harmory to invite the Heavenly Dove to come and take up his abode
with us. In this travel we may fuccefsfully invite our dear unconvert-
ed children and neighbors to go with us and we will do them good.

O how forcible are right words' when in unifon with right tempers
and condué. In view of the whole then let nothing be done by any
of us through ftrife and vain $lory, but inlowlinefs of mind let each -
efteem others better than himfelf, and if any one has felt himfelf in-
jured by another after taking thé Iteps which the -gofpel prefcribes in
fuch a cafe and cannot obtainredrels, then be gentie, forbearing one
another in love, and be ready to fay,. e -

“ When T am wounded by my friends,

Who once went hand in hand with me,

Rather than afk of thein amends, ,

I recommend them, Lkord; te-thee. . /
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