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MINUTES

OF THE

Danbury Baptift Affociation,
HELD aT HUNTING10N,
Ocroser ThE 2d & 3d, A. D, 1803.

YOGETHER WITH THEIR CIRCULAR AND CORRES-
PONDING LETTERD.

CPNWL OO DGR A O O T O D WG
WepNEsDAY, Cftober 24,

1. A.S‘SOCIATION met according to appointment. Intreduc-
tory Sermon delivered by Elder Daniel Wildman, founded on Joha
i, 30, fistk claufe,  He muft increafe.”’—Intermiflion one hour.  ders
mnn delivered by Elder Juftus Hull, from 1ft Peter, ii. 7 ~¢ Untoysx,
therefore, abhich believe, be 15 precions.”

2. Proceeded to bufinefs. klder Daniel Wildman, Moderato: ;
and Elder Afahel Motfe, Clerk,

. Letters from the churches in our conneltion were prefentod 2nd
read, and the following lift raken.

N. B.— In the lift, Minifters’ names are in capitals ; Thofe to whick
an (*) is aflixed, were not prefent; Dafhes ( ) desote no fettled
Minifters ; From churches marked thus (+) we received no letters,
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5. Eld:zzand Brethren from conred sonding Affociatione, werr de.
sred to tasc a ot vith ue

c.  Adjureed 6ll eipht e'ciock o mercow morning. Warlhip
in teveral places i the vicloaiy tins cves lmg

C. Thurfdayy, DAober 34 Nt cocording to appoiatmert,—
Miectiag cpeved by praver,

=. From the Yhatifbury Affoctatisn received minutes a-d their
mailzoger Litder Afa Spencere From New-Yorl Aflbciation minutes,
by theic meflnzer Elder Nathaniel Finche  From Storinetn AT -

1ation a copy of their minutes, prefe-ted by Brother Muiie, Fiom
the S:urbrid;# Aff riation minutes containine vaeir lerter,

8. The Correfponding and CTireu 31 Leitess not hiing prefented
as was expedtsd, ﬂ,,. Alociation difired Erocher Morle to, btina for-
ward a Circular z2nd a Corre*pandmg Leiter-—he baving a munuten; ¢
b Lim containing reiparks upon the facred wriiin s, {nmc of the.a
co!loaed from foine of the foriner minutes of a fifter Aflociatien, witlt
forne funiiar obfervations ; was read and accepted, 2::d ordered to be
piizted with our minutes. 'The Corref:onding Letier brought {ur-
ward by Brother Meorfe, was read and accepred.

g. Heard the repost of Brather Dunicl Relter, refpeQing his not
carrying forward our Petition, 1aft fpring, to the General Aflembiy,
and voted unanimoufly that Brother Befter (hall be our Ageat, in cua-
n=€ion with the Agzgat from the qton.ngtm Affeciation, 10 pielint
our Petition to the iral Aflenibiy of the btate of Ceanc@icut  at
their feflion in Moy next.

10. Avppoiated the following Biethren D:leghree to fiter Al rci-
ations, To the O.{ego, Brother Bahcock.,  To the Shafitber, Bro-
ther Morfe. 1o the New-York, Brethren Wildin: 1y and Motfes  To
the Stonington, Brettuen Morfe, Green & Blake!l: .

1t. Brethren Fountain and Sturdefont prefente! 2 requeft from the
Warwick Affuciation, to open a correlpondence with us, Wthh was
cordially received, and Brotber Bulkley ajoointed our NMc(lenger to
them, '

12. Appointed Elder Wiidman to prevare a Circular Letter, and
Elder Sherman the Corizfpording Letter, for the enfuirg year.

13. Qur next Affesiztion to be held with the 24 Church of San-
disfield, at the free meeting-houf= 3n Bethlehem, on the firft Wednef-
cay 1n Oltober next, at 10 o’clack A M, EKider Sherman to pivach
the introdu€tory Sermon, and in cafe of failure, Eider Fuller.

4, Appomt:d Elder Morfe to fuperintend the priating o cus

inutes,

Supplies for the Church of Nerth-Stamford,
Brother Bulkiey, zd bunday in November,
Brother Pepper, 1ft Sunday in December,

The bofioels of the Affociation being finithed, Eldet Babcock
preached to the people from Plaim L, s,
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CIRCULAR LETT ER.

The ELDERS ax/ VESSENGERS ¢f the DANBURY AssoCIATION fo
the Churches ihey reprefenty fend Chriffian falutation,

Beloved Brethres, :
"J "HA T the nower *od majefity .7 G~ s reveaie?! i the works ¢f
creation ; that his wifdom is manifefted ... the cifpenfation of his
providence, is evident to every oblerving inteliigent ; but his bourd-
lefs iove and matchlefs grace are particularly zevealed in that facred
book we call the Bible.

That Buok we confider as the facred depofitery of that truth which
God hath revesied concerning himfelf, refpecting s creatures and his
dealings with them.

It beiog fuch a rich gift from heaven, it cannot be fearched too
clofely, nor admired too much.

The various opinions which men have embraced concerning the Bi-
ble, flow pot from any different afpeéts which they may fuppofe the
fcriptares exhibic ; but from the prejudices of depraved minds.

Were men divefted of prejudice in favor of particular opinioons, and
would fearch the Bible candidly and impartially, they would be Jed
to difcover the fame truths ; and were their heaxg difpofed, they wouid
mutualiy emnbrace the fame dotrine.

The principal reafon why men harmonize no better in their beiief
of the doctrine of the Bible, is this, they firt fet up a ftandard intheir
own minds, and then ranfack the facred volume frem Genefis (0 juds
in order to find props to fupport it; as if, as the Jew:h Rabbies have
faid, rhat the fcriptures haih feventy-two faces,

Buat in order that our principles may be (upported by the [eriptare,
it is neceflary that 74ey thould be drawn from the Bible 5 and then our
principles and the fupport for them will harmonize together,

To affit your trinds more diligently to fearch the word of God and
medita-e thereon, the foliowing obfervadions are fubmitted for yous
cunfideration,

The autiguity of a part of the facred awritings, is an argument iz fa-
%or of their divine authority,

The writings of Mofes are feveral thundred years earlier than any
profane writings now exiant ; which proves that he did not collect
them from any records, but wrete by infpiration of God. 7 be bo-
nefly of the penmav ajfirds an argument it faver of the truth of ize
Bible.  Moles, for inttance, gives aa account of his own fin and of the
fins of his brother and fifter; and was plain in pointing out, and re-
proving his na ion for their {ins. '

He declined the offer of being made great, and of having his family
2dvanced. He prayed for his enemies, and firove to reclaim them.
He boafted not of his learning, wifdom; and the henor he had erjoyed
iv Egypu; all of which look as if he did not write 10 aggrandiz= hisp-
fe:t, but o reveal the will of God and do good to maukind, 'The
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fame may be feid of other facied writers;  they not only cone
fefl 4 theis fins, bot left the fame on record that others might fear,

o oe tarmony of Ichf:riplnrn 15 an evidence of treir beiag g.‘;.u [y
zrypiratise of Ged - .

Ntwichitardirg the Bible wasabout fixeen hundred years in wri-
ting, by men ia diff:rent ages and circumilances, yet they all convey
fimil - ldeas concerntng the divine Being, his charatter and govern-
ment ; and w0 erefaly and finfoleefior 200y man 5 a0 e o
ty of a divine Meciator for his recavery and (alvaiivn,

The majefiy avd fubiimity of flyle i whick the fcripiures are awritten,
Ecfpeak its author to be Gid.

How .t and infipid are the writings of Homer, Virgil, Xenophen
20d Cicero, when compared with the Bible.

Some of 1he moft iofty Rrokes were deliveres! by ruftic men, Awmos
was not a prophet by birth, nor trained ia the fchools of the prophets,
but was an herd-man and a gatherer of fycamore truit; and yet fome
ot his tropes are as Joity as the heavens ; and the fae 1s tiue of the
writng of David, lfaiah, Zs:chariah and others. Longinus and Cy-
rus both acknow!edged the fublimity of the ftyle,

The prophetic eflays in feripture and their exa® accomplithment,
harmenize together. Jcfiah and Cyrus wese propheliec of a long time

before iiicy were born 5 and the deeds they fhould perform.  The
deitrution of various kingdoms was foretold, and afterwards ef-
feQled,

The coming of John Baptift ; the adventof Chrift, his miniftry,
paflion and refurretiion, the fpread of the gofpel, and gathering of
the gentiles, the deftruction of Jerufalem ~nd Gitpe fion of the jews,
were exprefsly predi€ted and folly accomplii.ed.

Whar_ver ay bz faid sgainit the Bibie by deifts and others, yet
it has the pre-emineace or ali other buoks in that it {pcaks wo the
hzare,

The blefled effet the Bible bas had upon the minds and the lives
of thoufands, in bringing them te love the Divine charaiter and gov-
ernment ; and in fupporting them under their affliGtions and trials
of life; and in enabling them to triumph in the hour of death, 18
nutonly inconteftable evidence of its truih, but a manifcitation of its
fuperior excellence and worth.

Some parts of the Bibie were written hiftoricaliy, which only parra.
ted facts, and the fenfe extends no farther.

Others were written parabollicaily, by which one thing was

- ufed to exprefs another : here we fhould attend to the introduc-
tinn ;—the geaeral fcope ;—and labor for the obvious mezning
- Sume were written prophetically, which were to receive their
vrompletion in fome future day. Hers we fheuid obferve where,
ywhen, and what is the fulilinent of the prophecy. A confiderable
1 part of the Bible was written tipically, alluding in its fulfilment 1o its

antitype 3 probably there has no part of the buvk been more abuled,
‘{and, corfquently, among chriftiaans, has occaftoned more erter, than 2

wileaderttanding of this, A part was wiriuen provesbially, in host
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o

fentances, Mut cericus a=d exprediive; the fenfe not (o lic pativ.es
frem the preceling, or fucceeding verfeo. ” '

‘emetimes the facred peaman wld an aliegerical mode, by whick
2 contired run 0 wesaphers were vlod to expicls fame doinal troceh,
Here we fhouid be carciul to afceraain the tretis 1o which the mcge-
phors nataraily refer.

* irall part was wiitten “ronically, by which te rcader is natu-
salls led to the {-.{e, 15 being brought o view vy. and vet oprofe’
to what isexprefied.  There a.e fome Rrokes in the hrerogi) phice!
oider, in which the chira@ers of cerain creatures, leiters, or tiin,-
are borroweds to point cut and b:ing to view the 1dea of the writer.
Butibe great and moft efiential doftrinal part of the Dible, is put in
I2:goage unequivecal; plain and fimple 5 yet msjeftic, and exalizd
zb rve enticifm : —folemn as death, and important ai cternity ; a ftyic
becoming the diznity of Him who gave it.

iv f-arching the feriptures, we ought to be very careful not to {piss
10a ize that part which fhould bLe underftood only literally ; vor to
myiticalife that part which is plain and fimple, to make it fpeak any
tiring, and every thing, joft as our fancies wifh ; nor vet to natoraiizs
tie {piritual part, and redsce it mexcly to aliteral compofition ; for
tiis would be derogato:y to the dignity both of the bock and it
£nthor @ Bat ecdeavor il pofiible to gain the genvine meanizg of its
€ Llient parts, as oither exprefied or inplied according to the general
analogy of revelation, comparing feripture with fciipture, with dili-
gence and perfeverance as lovers of the truth: for “Jeis he whe
doeth the wiil of God, thatis to kncw of the dolrine whether 1t be
ct Gad {7 B

If thofe who are acquainted with religion by the operation of God’s
fring, and a pratical experience of the truth i their own hearts, would
sead, meditate, treafure up and exemplify in their Jives the word of
G . they wou!d become authordox in the faith; they would be of
cee judgment and one mind, They would foun become wifer than
many of our teachers now are.

Gofpel minifters would be like Timothy, who war zcquainted with
the feriptares from his youth. They woull bring forth things new
and old, out of the treafure of God’s word : And preach as if, truth,
the fouls ot men, and heaven and hell were realities. ]

Th-fe who have a taite for reading (though unacgvzinted with the
frirtaality of the Bible by their own experience) would Jearch the
Seriptures and fee if thefe things arefo ; they would find mare excei-
Jent lezining, and more folid inftru&tion than is to be found elfewhere ;
they would leave novels, romances and books of no importance, for
that Bsck which is too much negleéted. )

And now brethren, that we may receive this word in our hearts;
prafiife it in our lives—truft in its promifes, and witnefs to the,wodd_
that we are Bible chriftians, may God grant, for the Redcemer’s falce.
—AMEN,
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CORRESPONDING @I.ETTER,

“he Daxpury Barrist AssoctaTion 13 all Correfpozding A Tie
ci1zt:0nsy Jendeth Clrytian lice aud refpect.

Belsed Brethren,
IT is with vieifure unaffz@cd, (hat we receive your Minutes, Letters
£ and M T=iyers ; and Jhe agrecable iotclgeace communpicaied ty
ihem o and wih pleafure we would maxe Like retorns,

Winle we zre cailed to mourning by the fevericv of the Divice -
plex{are upon our couatry in geaeral, and upon {ome of cur cuiinvza
cial towns in particular, we have caufe to rejoice in the mantiertaiicos
of th: D.viae taver, in contiruing to us the priviiege of cinidian cora
refpordence ; in ke out pouring of God’s fpisit vpon varicus perts of
our firial lanl, in pariicu'zrin the town of Sufield, where 1t by Ll
vleafed the Lord to revive the contrite in heart, and to comfurt them
that mcurn ; where the Lord by his grace hsili breught a goodly tam-
Bee out of darkiefs into his marvellous iighi; whete a cumber «f ihe
.ott charafters, who with many of the cear yeuth; and {oire ot the
moft invetcrate suemics of the aeligion of Chnt, have been breught
v how 1o Lis feeptre, nad to fLlow him ia the bicll:d humble way,

Oue hundred and fix have been baptizea fince our lait Aff ~laticr,
ard added to the churches 1o that place,

May the Z::d giant that the littie cloud which hes arilen there,
2y overfpread our lond, that it may beceme Xmarcel’s indeed, a
misuntain ot holisefs and a Lebitation of richievuiness,

Since our lait, the Lord, by the berzaving ttreke of deatli, has cailed
our beloved father ia the gofiel, Elder Seth Higbey, from the churcn
milltant, as we trufty to the churchi tniwmriiznt g whe has lefi the chas
rict of Ifrael and afcended in a chariot of fite, to jointhe general fhout
of Angels, and in praifes with the fpirits o1 juit meo made perfect.

Our minuics wiil fhew the ftate of our churches in general @ theye
is noding very flattering, nor any thing peciliany difcouraging. We
thivk, however, thatlightis increafing ; ana hope thot threugh ¢ The
tender mercy of our God, ihat the day fpring trom on tigh will vifie
our land.”

We il feel the burden of ecclefiaRical cppreflicn in this Stace, ard
do not enjoy that liberty which is the happy Ict of maoy cf cur filter
Aflociations with whom we correfpond.

_But whilc we fee our brethren who are in co verant- selation with uvsy
diftreft by having their propcriy taken by force ct Jaw, and fold at the
poft ro pay preachers whom they o not hear, at whofe profeflicn aid
prattice they cannot fellowthip; we would defire to be Lumble veder
the difpenfation of divins Providecce, anl ufe every laudable and
chriftizn exertion to be freed from the tyrannical ycke.

_Ma)’ God-grai* that we may contiova'ly treft in himy whe ba
faid, « 1 have chofca thee in the furnace of 2flicion ;—Ara ia tte
wozid ye thall have titulation
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Brethren, though we are abfent in body, we rejoice that we mav be
prefent in fpirit, that our prayers may mest betore the thione of Him
whofe eye is upon the righteous, and whofe ear iy open to their cry.

Our minds have been compofed—our meeting joyfu-—and out
hearts refrethed with the good news we have received from varicus
parts of the Zion of God; fur which we thavk Gud, and take cou-
rage, Finally, Brethren, farewell.

Signed by order and 12 bebalf of the 4 ciation,

DANIEL WILDMAN, Moderatos,
ASAHEL MORSE, Clest.



