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THE CONSTITUTION

OP THR

HUDSON RIVER BAPTIST ARBSOCIATION,

a

4dopted Nov. a1, 1815, and as subsequently amended,

ARrT. 1. This Association shall be known by the name [

1noc|'alim,'“ and shall be composed of mix
e churches they represent, excepting such as may be invited to a

the body.

ART. 2 This Association shall meet annually, o

% The Ludson River Baptist

listers and delegutes only, who are membears of

seat by the consent of

n the TURSDAY BEFORE TuE THIRD Wgp.

Xssociation, an account of the state of their respective

(3)

negion. In order, however, that we may not withdraw our fellowship without sufficient rea-
son, it is propoa-d, that when a complaint is made by any two churches of this body against a
church belonging to this A intion, (if thought expedient.,) the Association shall appoint a
Committee, whoe shall req a confe with said church, in order to oblain satisfaction
on the polnts which formed the subject of complaint, and the result shall be reported to the
next ting of the A intion, in order that they may decide as duty may require.

ART. 9. _When a church shall neglect making any com ication to the A iation fop
the space of three years together, it shall be considered as having withdrawn from us, and of
course shall be dropped from the Minutes, unless two or more members shall request theic
continuance, and will also engage to enquire into their standing and report at the next meet-
ing of the Association.

Arr. 10. The Association shall have a right to open and hold correspondence with other
Associations, as it may think proper.

ArT. 11, Itshall bethe duty of the Asseciation, from time to time, to suggest to the churches
what they may think most expedient to be done to promote the spreading of the goapel in
the world.

ART. 12, This Association, when convene, shail appointthe time and place of their next
Annual Meeling ; select a person or persons to preach on the occasion; and shall, from time
to time, make such amendments and alterations to this Constitution as experience may

dictate.

RTULES OF ORDER.

¥, nE. ]
3 :::'3"" i‘:;xy at the place previously appointed. L d and concluded with prayer by the Moderator,
¥ 14 rotor, ey r" :‘ ‘:;’Ig; “:rs:ip, the Association shall proceed to choose by ballot, a Mode el !lt:ni;ﬂy Lobeor ® e '
i Treasurer, erk.  No person shall ™ . - or wh rhe req .
j ';:;é in succession. pe be cligible twan election as Moderator two years IL Ministers present, invited toa seat with us, may debats on all subjccts, but vots on
3 Tt shall be the duty of the Moderator i
2 t : . none.
£ Ing, and to see that order and decorum :rgrs::i::;dl: e:dull; all the transactions of the meet- NL No ber of the A shall absent himself without leave of the Moderator.
& i'k The Treasurer shall receive all s belongi 12 the " Membc,,‘k 1V. No subject shall bs di 1, without a motion first made and seconded.
13 IS count - Ting  kee, - ; issi
g‘i'é L’ e o r::::‘ x:g:g:zc Objcc;s tor which they are designated—pay 'hempo:rllnccardm;; m::i .\a: Person shall speak oftener than twice on any motion, usless by permission of the
izl =y on ; and make erator.
! i;(‘ ] of each session. ! @ report of the state of the Treasury before the closs VI. Motions made and lost, shall not be recorded on the Minutes, except so orderedd at the
: $44n It shall be the duty of .
L ke of the Clerk to keep a f; impartial time.
i ]; “:d during the session, P8 falr and im record of all the business trans- VII. 1f, when a motion has been made and seconder,a member opposes its being di 1,
i1 'hese Officers shall continue j ' Mod Li liatelv put the question, ** Shall this question be discussed 1" which, if
" i ART. 4. Atthe first ?ue;?z;ﬁcgm! suceeeded by new appointments, :xh:guri\'ed the Sihject sSll bs e, ”
l’ié-ﬂ office at the pleasure of the As:ociaxion whose d,_'“n Siecmxuy shall be chosen, to continue in VIIL If any proposition or motion under rdebate contain two or more points, it shall be divi-
. ';' 34 cords, and to correspond with such soci'cLIes churcl':esl Sh':u .be. to tuke charge of all the re- ded at the re;'(llcst of any member, and the vote taken separately.
B direct. ! ) or individuals as the Associntion shall IX. Arrangements for the next Association shall not be attended to on the first day of the
2 : ; ART. 5. Itis expected that the chi i
3¢ £ urel . . nession.
. hes will send, with their messengers and letters to the X. On the opening of business the second day, the roll of the acrs issioned by

churches; Particularly of the additions

the churches shall be called, and the names of those who have not arrived shall be stricken

i I and diminutions in the past year, and
e 1 ¥ j ) ot \
: f‘ | oty oot n the pas v n;mbe fnr::g:’b :‘l;\::nwver rcl.:ues o tl.wu- peace and pros- off. Nevertheless, ministers and licentiates shall be inserted with the mark of absence.
'l: ’ oty ogeber wiy he whole npm b o iimbera :‘:::x:unumon. With these letters each XL Delegnates sent to this Association will remain until all the business is finished ; if not,
.§} . ART. 6. Churches who wish to be received into this Uni;)n ma ly b; o s o oy e e s i e b
) : May apply by letter and mes- XII. The minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected before the rising of the Association.

sengers; and giving satisfactory

information of their being soun

Ppractice, they may be received; and as a token of the same
i}

Associntion, shall give them th

e right hand of fellowship.

d in doctrine, and correct in
the Moderator, in behaif of the

XIII. In distributing the Minutes at the close of the Assnciation, only one member from
each church shall come forward. If a surplus remains after these are supplied, they may be

taken indiscriminaielr.

: . Amr. 7. This Association has No power as a legisative bodv.
ference, to learn each others Btate, to cherish brotherly svmp.::lh

e i i ¥
r‘:::eh :;l:;:‘:lz:e rz;llth, love, a{:d hopes of the gospel, by united prayer for the Spirit, and by
synods, those en;uer:m!;:i?:g thlfhpm, history of the church, and the fatal usurpations of
B although constituted u el ol
of ind } o . pon rej; , by ileleg
with 3&“":;:::;“{"“95- yetbuilding up ultimately spiritual despotism, this Association would,
power of maki Jealousy, yuard against similar assumptious. It disclaims therefore all
J nr. 8 m‘:‘:::S hl‘lv’ under uny pretext, jor the churches.
i - 5. -Although as an associated body we utterly disclaim all
N ¥ ower over the churches,
80 far ax it respects an interference with their independency and 0 . ymcwc,_. deem i;
& H

our privilege'lo' judge for oursejves of the propricty of contnuing any church In our con-

XIV. These rules shall be diatinetly read from the Chair immeciately aller the organira-
tion of the Assaciation.

It is merely a fraternal con-
y and union, and to advance
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MINUTES

OF THE

HUDSON RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

e Tcespay, Juse 18, 1844,
i . htd alf past 3 ofc‘]ock, P. M., The Introductory Sermon was
Ehf:;,ct e ll‘;the\'. Elisha Tucker, of New-Yo.k, from Ist Peter 4th
cr, 14th verse,—“If ye be reproached for the n i
If 3 ne name of C
l;lay?py areye; !'or.the spirit of Glory and of God resteth upo:yuuh'n:::
their part he s evil spoken of, but on youx pait he is glovified.” '
Prayer by Brother Brouner. ) .
2. Took up a collection for the Wi
. idovws’ Fund, amounti
817 80, .after, w}'uch Brother Tucker, call=d the Assoc’iation to ;:ge:’
ang h;vmg declined a re-election as Moderator, ' ,
- Brother George Benedict, was el
. elected Moderator, and Broth
John West, .Clerk, Brother J. H. Townsend, Assismn,t Clerkoa ec;
Brother Smith Sheldon, Treasurer. $
4. 'l he rules of order were read by the Moderator.
Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.
Prayer by Brother Hopkins, of New-York,

EVENING SERVICE,

glet ;t 8 o’cl_oc.k, for worship. Prayer by Brother Welch
Yorlr{otB ae;ti:gldl;z::t R ;’Vﬂ}lams, preached in behalf of the New-
e ion oycxety, from Acts 19th chap. znd 2nd verse,
ave not so much esheard whether there be eny Holy Ghost”
fmd the .lst Epistle of John 2d chapter and 27ih verse ‘{Bu‘ ti i ,t
ing which ye have received of him abideth in \'0:1 ’ d ; 832"”‘ -
that any man teach you.” Yo e yenet et
After which, took up a collection amounting to 817 80. Adjourned.
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(5)

Weonespay Morxm, June 19, 1844.
Met pursuant to adjournment at 9 o'clock. Prayer by Brother

Purser.

5. Brethren J. H. Brouner, B. T. Welch, L. Howard, J. L. Hodge
and C. Van Loon were appointed 2 Committee to report on the state
of religion within the bounds of the Association.

6. Brethren C. G. Sommers, H. Davis, S. Wilkins, D. Bellamy
and J. G. Freeman, were appointed 2 Committee to make arrange-
ments for devotional exercises, and on overtures [or religious benevo-
lence.

7. Brethren O. Dodge, S. Willisand L. Covell ,were appointed a

Committee to examine the minutes of corrcsponding Associations.

8. Brethren Churchill, Purser, Fox and A. Raymond, were ap-
pointed a Committee to repoit the neccssary arrangements for the
next association.

9. Read the letters from the Churches comprising the Associa-
tion, and noted their changes s follows.

The names of Pastors and ordained Ministers are in sMALL cAPITALS ; those
of Licentiates in ifalics; those not present are marked thus, * ; —denotes no

sottled ministers.




' , TR ~ Mﬁsg‘”w
i oo <33R 2. ‘ MINISTERS AND [¥|3 IS[8INIFIS(S] . |83
] CHURCHES. I MivisTERS AND R E LSS (S| (83 CHUBCHES. | "MessENGERS. |31 % SIEIBIKS : z
‘J ' MESSENGERS. 3 E‘t,* §%§ 3 .§§ ésggéﬁns >
! 32118 s = -
£ S8 SRRRIBRIE & -
| r T ——r ] —r— ——
P i C. Van Loon, [Deu B. Lattimore,
i Dea. A. Raymond, -B. | ,
ol ; S ‘ B. L. Briggs, Hamilton-st. All'y ‘{,"1‘{{0{,‘,{,1,,“0',1 3 74 3 |3 4| 1041821
L Poughkecpsic. H. L. Van Kleeek, | [11616 329 | 5| 1f 3501807 B. Catler,
J 1 Aungustas Beadle, H' 1 B.en’vels
i ¥ J VVm Lunke, o ' ) 820
B! \Jn. W. Whitner, South Churck,N. Y C. G. Soxiers, 6,30| 15/ | 1{ 1| 446/1822
: [FHSHA Tucxrn, I. L. HoneGs,
. :FM WarLaxn, Sr. [Dea. Tuttle,
L. Davis 1. Johuson o
"L Avies, 15¢ Ch. Brooklyn. { Edm. Fish, 341 301 |20} 7) 74111893
*J. C. Munvur, H. B. Andrews,
*J. W. Sarles, l Geo. C. Smalley,
Oliver-st., N Y. Deacon T. ‘l\’;lrer 1 2695 ) D. BeLrawy,
ter-sky ¥ Y. 4 Deacon 1. Wilson, =b=Bi 153 1ot o] 6531795 *I. R, BickLow, . o
W. G, Taylor, ' 0 Stanton-St. N. Y3 join Dok 60.21| 5i0(14| o] 5| 579(1823
George Adams, Dea. D. Ludlam,
JH. Jones N. W. Moog,
John Dunshee, R.J. Smuith - o
John T. Blvelt;w, T EF. Curtel:, 3| 10;10 7 5| 2} 167{1804
E. H. Tripp, Lansingburg Junathan Burk,
\ Genrge H. Adams, E. I, Platt,
(J. I1. BrouNER,
Sy DMount Pleasant. ‘SDoncunS Griffen, (1] 713 111) 1} 4] o 02'1790 i “Davip Sampaon,
i ( Clark A. Lewis, *Jous D. Hanr, 16 4 9 | ol 5| 310{1827
B T.G. Pnrz\mu, North Church, NY. { » 1. Haut, =
) *Wh. Stunrcrs, Dea. S. Vincent,
g Dea. H. I bkxuner, “ J. H. Townsend,
Dea. Wm. Vann, John Remsen,
Hudson, Jxm Peake, 2 9| "13] 1110| 2| 2601510 ( Ormiy Dopak,
C.J. Honehmlm" Dea. 8. E. F?:l(li:x
Sonthwell, - % J. 8. Caulkins 1 1827
Ch. Gifford, West Trov, Y 4 M.RPeak, |1 [13] |8 |7] 1189
H. L. Day, John Dument,
JV Rogers, \John Darling,
iom.. Co., § Cu. A. Rayyono, 35| o 6| o 2| 7g1823
: B. M. HLr, Zion; Orange Co., Wm. Atkinson,
: "J M. Haswree, SeTn Pappock, 1812
Dea. J. Hasting, ol . Cairo, Dea. D. Johnson, 1 4 | 1] coy1812
; 1a Church. Tyoy. | Den. G, Buckingham{ 3| 5/ 9] 330! gl 4 5571 Lucius Paddock,
i C. Wilbur, 1 1812
J. B. Fard, Lattingtown, Dea. Dd. Staples, 4 12 4 70 1812
d E..I. Mattocks, ! 8. Covert,
: J. Lovejoy, M. L. FuLLER,
’ I M. Covgr, Dea. AdmnVaneBoe,
Den. J. Marshall, Robt. 8. Van Duser,
J “ M. King, | West Hinsdalc, 1. Rosa.mu.u(i 3 n4 i3 1331300
., ) John Blnom, RN Peter Van de Boe,
1sé Churcl, Albany. \ T Van Ilmen, 2 10! 5 Iy 1, 0 191311 1Beuj. SimESP“’
' Jaha Frishee, ’ Juv. Concklin,
| Le}\v Frisbee, Lrroy CHURCH,
[ohn P. Drayton, - - welta *Thos. Fusher o
8. B. Wiris, 7] sl | 1351203 Schencelady, Jobn Vine, 1l 3 9 [e3] | of 4| 3041822
Caliskill, 4 BN Wilson, I , D. M. Chadsey, :
1 Wm. .\IuFm‘lnml, i
Ch. . Wilson, !




p¥
1.
| RES =
4 CHURCHES, D;II;'ISSSTEBS aND [yl § 5§ Filsly K T 3
- f T N g & 1 < . . - R
e ’ ENGERS. §1‘s.“.*7§§§ < I°¥ CHURCHES. Mmsmnsmo,s§_§ SHE §ng
4 TEE8E888 5§ ! messeNGErs. |52 1S5S R
5 L LLE NGRS RN
A (P"Nlll- Rubinson, j T —— &R R ISEEHS |
{ i Johu Jamkin, ’ , ; ' (Epw'p LATHROP N
;ﬁ: Dea. R. Nichols, | | A. Mactar '
r T Kingston Daal. L. Wells i | v ’
B ¥ George Southwick a Dl Geo. HatT,
| T D. Bl?!ldblu-y ck, 2 31, 7, '30 4 2 135 1831 :Jos. STOCKBRIDGE,
i+ W i
R gnlm. Melntyre, Ll ~%ﬁ$§".”ﬁ'omy
; ig_::g 4 Wesitill, Ch. Lez. . 1, oo ells ,‘n .‘ Tabernacle Church,3 Dea. J. Gilbert. | 1| 48/41] 149i5420| 8 8281839
i ‘: (H_ L. Gnos, =2 ; 3 11 97183 New-York. | Thomas P. Stoddart,
r §5RE Dea. E. 8. Fox , l i J. B,'Colgate,
] l‘ v, Athen, AW 1 o W. G. Macey,
= '+ 8y A. W. Green, 1'e 7 |1 8. Williams,
35 W. J. ot 7] 1311831 L“}' Dol
| 48 n’ W. R an Loon, , U. D. Ward,
g W.R Wittiavs ’ H D
j oo Du. W 4 | gsrY Davis,
t.: 31 | rmro;."““"' P *Ap. Vay GrLDER,
i Amitystreet, N. Y. { *Aarox Taxn, U Cannonst., N. Y.q Walter Allen, 7117} g 41} 17| 5| 6951838
i- 1R | *Harvey 8. D i 591 S P James Forrester,
o | 4 (L L. Niclxl»isDALE’ | | } 9 237)1832 A.B. Dunlap,
) ¢ ,(\;ri-:.x(’.'.FGermond, | ’ Church, J. Cit ll\)'exf.l Al;.n;:ﬁes,
| 3§ Cozsackie, {ben- Wa, Brker ,i ' e Wen, Gumemer, I e e
: “" C. Groen s 1 p . m. Gummer,
[ 4N Amb. s |7 11 A.P. Masos
i 1 Anb- Bakeer, 91832 Bethel Church, ) Dea. F. D. Tucker,
. Saugertics, Sw',ﬁ Ri’;,'go a I Williamsburg. 1John B. Wells, 11124] 1 14| (10} 2| 1151839
B i 2 G. 8. Lasher, nd, 1 99 115 l-x 3l 3| 79l1833 Geo. Bryan,
i ,r oy L Prnay, ! Sizth-sireet, N. Y.{ 1. P. Sinpson, 1 12611840
‘g Sand Lake, 24 Ch. R. Ull('ierwulcs]' Ch. A. Cozzens,
A : A.V.D Gr:?' ' 33 lal 3l 110 *E. E. L. TaYLOR,
. Albert R. Fog, " ! 1192|1833 " Wm. 3. Parsns,
Bip X * d . aniel T omas,
B Kinderhook, { o 5| PwﬂBepmt-’wu:j;te‘, ]Dea. J. 5. Smith, 7113 gj 9| | 6| 1| 288(1840°
" AT e . Van Wagener, i g Jolhin W,
o Phillipstown, First { LW, Joxgs, ’ 76{1834 La, snmi;f:t'
51 Church, BA.TB.‘:'-]owusp, 1 8! 1 5711833 GEeo. BEREDICT,
A < LWk < 9 3 ) i .
s e T i, . % | X Bl oren| 3| Jul 7 o
1h Pearl.st., Al Gonrge St RN 14 Churdh, Gul§C. S
(i . any Jeorge Sand, 11 831 191! U7 - { C. FERGUSON, .
i P Ay, Y R VanSiokter, || i |2 % 5811834 P B i 5 | |16 |32 741840
i lL gmuh 'Shelden. ,’ - " ’ J. T. SEELT,
I ) amnel A. Loomis, ! D. Van Name
P;zm, Germ.” { No Letter, ' | , l North Church, Stab-} p° §le, 512 {3l 3| o 157i1841
g ll;fu Letter. [ i ! 160|1834 en Island. L. J. Bridgman,
. . THumpsON, ! I i 651834 lDavid Dodd
New Durkam, N.J., ( L Sper, il4a g . Puinam Valley. { No Leticr, 361842
Dea. A. Thompson, I s 3,1 79/1831 L. CoveLe,
vurth-st Dea. W. K. Tattersall
F N..’YC,‘W< “  Sol. Jeni_ngs’ ! 25120 35 1 101{1843

* From this charch .
still subjected to the ironno :iﬁezm:;z‘;ﬁghf ¢ from eiher saurces we learn, that alihoush LR J. Ji

growing in N . yrany, they are increasing i . J. Jimmerson,’
year ;zmrgt:‘ v:n ::‘:J:ml:: :mwwdge of our Lord Jesus Christ. D':’;ul: ?:? :i:rﬁ '
Hamburg, ) to secure, if pessible, an annual epistle from the Church in



CHURCHES.

MINISTERS AND
MESSENGERS.

Restored.
Baptized.
Rece. by Le.
Ree. by czpr.
Dis. by Let.
Dropped.

Ezcluded.

Deceased,

Laight-st., N. Y.

North-Church,
Troy.

Sowth-Church,
Albany.

Rosendale. g EvirHaz Far, al o

1t Baptist C’"‘""{ Davip Mornus,

Hyde Park.

Eleventh-st. Church
N. Y.

Tarrytown.

Laurens-st. Church
N. Y.

Beekman Cluhrch,g C. H. UnpErEILL,

51 Charches, 58 Ordained Ministers, 10 Licentiates.

{'W. W. Evenrs,
Dea.C.W.Houghton,
Joel B. Purdy,
4 W. H. Randolph, 421 43
M. B. Spaulding,
Stephen S. Main,
\ E. Townsend,
L. Howarbp,
Dea. E. Jolnson,
A. H. Gale, 4
? gam;als J. Peck,
tephen F. Gre g
l, Gilbert Geer, B
StzpREN WiLKiNs,
Jas, WaLRER.
Dea. A. C. Churchill,

“ A.T. Teal, 2| 37

Wm. Ennis,
Jno. Cooper,

Dea. D. Woolsey,
“ J.W. Craig,

W. H. Lansing,
S. A. Corzr,

B. Blonk,

N. Bailey.

R. T. Finch,
Willard A. Fisk,
M. G. Lane,

46

*D. W. Sherwood, 5| 10
Jas. E. Ayres,

L. BarxEeRr,

Dca. P. Moffit,
George Hovey, Sr.

37, 18] 1

()

371

1843

1842

1843

11844

1843

1844

1828

23(788)622)31/7081115 244

106

11998

10. Ministering brethren were invited to seats, and to assist in our

deliberations.

Invitation accepted by

Dr. Belcher, late of London.
J. Delany, Glens Falls.

R. Winegar, Waterloo, Albany County.

Wm. Bowen, Warren Association.
Wm. M. Jones, Huntingdon, Pa.

(1)

11. The following churches applied for admission into this Asso-
ciation :

Eleventh Street Baptist Church, New-York Oity.
. Laurens Street Baptist Church,” i
Beekman Baptist Church, Tarrytown.
Baptist Church, Hyde Park. )
Their letters were referred toa Committee, consisting of brethren

Tucker, Maclay, Everts , Orchard, and Lathrop.

12. The Committee on devotional. exercises, Teported in part
recommending the Association, to hear the Secretary of the American
Tract Society; when Mr. Eastman gave an interesting statement
of the Societies operations during the past year.

Adjourned with prayer by Brother Leonard, Agent of the N. Y.
Baptist State Convention,

3 o'clock, P. M.

Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Brother Hill.

13. The Committes on devotional exercises, reported, recommend-
ing that we have a Meeting for business this evening, prayer Meeting
to-morrow at 5and 8 o'clock, A. M., and that the Agent of the New-
York State Convention be requested to present the claims of that
body, at some tirae during this afternoon Session.

14. The Committee to whom was referred the applications from
churches, which wish to unite with the Association, reported favoura-
bly, and their letters were read, whereupon it was

Resolved, unanimously, That they be received into this Association;
and the Moderator gave to Brother Corey, pastor of the Eleventh
Street Baptist Church; Brother Barker pastor of the Laurens Street
Baptist Church, Brother Underhill, pastor of the Beekman Baptist
Church, Tarrytown; and Brother Morris, pastor of the first Baptist
Church, Hyde Park, in behalf of their respective churches, the right
hand of fellowship.

The recommendation of the Committee on devotional exercises was
reconsidered, so far as regards holding a meeting for business this
evening—to enable the pastor of this Church to make arrangements
for having preaching, and also, as to the prayer meeting at 8 o'clock
to-morrow morning, in order that the Association may meet at that
hour.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. Prayer by
Brother Arthar, of the Washington Union Association.




EVENING SERVICE, )
By the request of the Pastor of the Hudson Baptist Church, the

Rev. Dr. Belcher, late of London, preached from Luke, 15th chap.
24th verse,  And they bogan to be merry.” .

Thursday Morning, June 20, 1844,

Met pursuant to adjournment, at 8 o’clock. Prayer by Brother
Brouner. .-

Minutes read and approved.

15: The Comamittee appointed to examine the Minutes of Corres-
ponding Associations report, that they have performed the duty assign.
1;e:i;dthem, and find nothing requiring the particular attention of this

y-

16. Letters and Messengers. from sister Associations were received,

Assocwalions. Mi

Messengers. | Bap ' Tot.
Dutchess Co. N. Y. (1843(Isaac Bevan, E. C. Ambler, P. Roberts ‘
East New Jersey, |1843Minutes, ' o ;fg'éégg
;Mad;mnl;N . Y. I.. Leonard, ,
ew-Yor] 1844|J. V. Griffith, 8. White, C. A.
*Rensselzrville, J. J. Teeple, ' e € & Raymond, 31 4381
Stephentown, 184315 S.‘(v;fﬁﬁl;dr;iftephen.l' ones, L. Palmer, } 318l1797
*Tnion, N. Y. L. Leonard, ’
*Worcester, N. Y. L. Leonard,
» ) D.8. P lee, F. 8. .
Swstogn, . V. igagPghfurcien, F. & Porke, 8. Cole 3| 7g0lpag
'Otsego,'N‘. Y. L. Leonard,
:Waah, Union, N.Y. W. Arthur, J. Delany,
Lake George, N. Y. L. Leonard, ’
*Frauklin, L. Leonard,
Senecs, N. Y. 1843/H. L. Gros, 2342030
Harmony, N. Y. 1843 0. Dodge, 1762171
*New London, L. Covell,
*Shaftsbury, C. W. Hodges,
War.ren, 1843H. H. Brown, 9837239
*Abingdon, 1843
*Boston, 1348
*Salem, 1843

* No Minutes received, consequently are unable to fill up the tables cor-
rectly.

S pﬂ'_-irw,s By R

17. The following delega
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tes were appointed to Corresponding

Associations.
Associations. Delegates. Time and Flace of Meeting.
' C.G. Sommers, J. H, Bronaer,
Boston, B. M. Hill, A. P. Mason, {Bosaton, 3d Wednes. Bept.
D. G. Taylor, :
Central, N. J. C. G. Sommers, A. Haynes, 3d Wednesday, Oct.
New Loudon, B. M. Hill, L. Covell, last Wednesday, Sept.

Dutchess Co. N.Y.

Madison,
New Haven,

New-York,

Philadelphia,
Salem, Mass.

Baratoga,

Stephentown,
Union, N. Y.
Renselerville,
Jefferson Union,
Bussex, N. J.

East Xew Jersey,

Warren,
Black River,
Harmony,
Shaftsbury,

Wash. Union,
Oneida,
Fairfield,
Otsego,

Worcester,
Seneca,

Lake George,
Franklin,

C. Underhill, T. Purser, M.
L. Fuller, D. Morris,J. For-
rester,

O. Dedge, E. E. L.Taylor, D,
Bellamy, C. Ferguson,

W. W. Everts, 8. A. Corey,

Seely, E. Tucker, J. H.
Brouner, A Haynes, C. Un.
derhill, I. Dunshee,

W. W.Everts, J. H. Brouner,
B. M. Hill, G. Hartt, S, A.
Corey

B. M. Hill,

L. Howard,L. Church, W.W.
Moore, D. M. Chadsee, C.

. Robinson,

A. Fox, O. Dodge, — Perry,

J. P. Simpson, L. Covell,

J. T. Seely, C. Ferguson,

8. B. Willis,

A. Haynes,

L. Orchard, B. Thompson, J.

L. Hodge, J. H. Bruuner,

A. Haynes,

B. M. Hill,

Send Minutes,

0. Dodge, .

L. Howard, W. W. Moore,

L. Howard, W. W. Moore,
J.J. Peck,

W. W. Everts, S. A. Carey,
M. Morris,

G. Benedict, L. Covell, J.T.

Seely, D. Bellamy,

W. Robinson,

J. Lyon,

M. King,

C. G. Sommers, L. Howard,

B. T. Welch,

J. Lyon,

Abingdon,

Minutes,

!
§
L. Orchard, T. Purser, J. T.}

1
Ferguson, H. L. Gros, Jk

Fishkx:ll, 1st Wed. Oct. ,.

Cazenovin Village, Tues.
before 2d Wed. in Sept.

Last Tuesday in May.

1st Toesday in Oct.
4th Wed. Sept. at Lowell,

Ballston, Spa., 4th Tuesday
in June.

Stephentown, 2d Wed. Sep.
1st Wed. in Sept.
Pres. Hollow,3d Wed.Sept
Richmondville 4th Wed S8ep
Last Wed. June.

1st Tuesday in June.

Providence, Sept. 1844.
Adams, 2d Wed. June.
Maysville, last Tues. Aug.
1st Wednes. in June.

Hartford, 1st Wed. June.
Durhamville, 1st Tue. Sep.

2d. Wed. in Oct.

Warren, last Wed. in June.
Seward, 1st Wed. in July.
Reading, 1st Wed. Oct.

Horicon, 1st. Wed. Sept. .

Oneonta, 4th Wed. June.
1st Wed. Sept. at Clifford..
Buasquehanna Co.
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18. Resolved, That the thanks of this Association, be presented to
Brother W. R. Williams, for the Sermon preached by him in thjs
place on Tuesday Evening, and that a copy of it be requested for
publication ; and that it be printed with the Minutes, and otherwise
at the discretion ofthe Author, Moderator and Clerk.

19. The Treasurer presented his report, which was approved,
When it was
Resolved, That he be instructed to pay over the monies in his
hands agreeably to the instructions of the Churches, viz: —8542 17
.to L. Leonard, Agent of the New- York State Convention; $65 29
Treasurer of the Am. Bap. Home Mission Society ; $236 €5t0 H.
Lincoln, Treasurer of the Baptist General Convention, U. S.; 897 98
“ Widows' Fund ;" 818 11 Treasurer of the American and Foreign
Bible Society ; 85 American Baptist Publication Society; $432 63
Missionary Committee of the Hudson River Association; 8175 for
Minutes to be paid to the Printing Committee ; 859 80 for the New-
York Baptist Education Society.

20. The following sums were transmitted by the churches to aid
the funds of the New-York Baptist State Convention.
Pounghkeepsie, - - $2000 |West Troy, - -« - $1300

Oliver-street, N. Y. . 200 00 Zion, Orange County, - 300
Mount Pleasant, - - 700 Amity-street, N. Y. - 50 00

Hudson, - - - 23 23 Pearl-street, Albany, - J2000
First Church, Troy, . - 92600 North Church, Troy, - 12 19
First Church, Albany, - 92500 South Church, Albany, - 92500
Catskill, - - - - 1575 —_—

$542 17

21. Resolved, unanimously, That the Churches be requested in de-
signating contributions for Home Missions, they particularly state
what channel they prefer, of the three receiving contributions through
this Association: the American Baptist Home Mission Society, la-
bouring for all the United States out of this State; the New-York
Bapuist State Convention, labouring for the destitute within the State,
and the Missionary Committee labouring for the destitute within that
portion of the State only, that lies within the bounds of this Associa-
tion. And that the Churches make such distinction by using for the
first, the word, the “ Home Mission,” for the second “Convention,” for
the third, the words « Missionary Committee.”

22. The Missionary Committee made the following report, whieb
was accepted.

T e
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The Missionary Committee report, that fourteen destitute Churches, with-
in the bonnds of this Associntion, have during the past year applied for pecu-
niary aid, and that the following appropriations have been recommended to the
Board of the New-York Baptist State Convention, viz: :

. To the Hamilton-street Baptist Church, Albany, - $ 50 00

.Tu‘l‘y 3}'“. %  Bapdst Church in Rosendale, - - 75 00
uoo« *  Baptst Church at Kinderhook, - - 50 00
woou “  Baptist Church at Saugerties, - - 80 00
“.om *  Baptist Church at Hempstead, L. I. . - 100 oo
Oct. 8th. “  Baptist Church in Jersey City and Harsimus, 200 00
“oou “  Baptist Church in New Durham, N.J. - 25 00
Nov. 8th. “  North Bapdst Church in Troy, - - 200 00

$780 00

In addition to the above, yonr Committee have received: applications
from the Baptist Churches in Tarrytown, Sag Harbor, Kingston, Cold
Spring, Cornwall, and Newtown, L. L., amounting in all to a.b_ou: Five
Hundred Dollars; but however desirous of responding to these claims, such
was at the time, the reported state of the Treasury, that your Committee were
not warranted in recommending any farther appropriations.

Committee have grent pleasurein saying that the amount actually drawzd
fro'{l‘:ltn:he Treasury of thgergznlv)'emion has been usefully expended, but thatthey
have experienced much regret on finding their efforts limited by existing ar-
rangements, for disbursing the funds raised by this Association for Missionary

0ses. . .

pu]r}l) conformity with a resolution passed at the last meeticg of this body, your
Committee have held several meetings for consultation with tl{e Missionary
€ommittee of the New-York Association. After prayerful examination _of the
important objects submitted to them. it was unanimously resolved, to issue a
circulor to the Churches, from which we beg leave to present the following
ex‘t‘rncml.sﬂ;e last meeting of the New-York and Hudson River Associations, their
Missionary Conmmittees were instructed to co-operate in sugtaining and supply-
ing. as far as practicable, the destitution of religious instruction within their
own bounds. L L

Although they had supposed the destitution was great, examination has con-
vinced them that it is greater than they had imagined. They were happy to
find that their views and wishes in all respects coincided, but they have been
unable, partly from the state of the relations existing between the two Associ-
ations, and the New-York State Missionary Convention, and partly from other
causes, to do any thing effectual in supplying those claims for religious instruc-

uoXil the funds raised by the Churches of those A‘uociations.for Missionary
effort in our own state and vicinity, are paid over to the anyennqn, and appro-
priated by their Board at their quarterly meetings ; and itis believed that the
claims of that portion of the State embraced witlnn the bounds of the two Asso-
ciations, do not appear to the Board as great as they really are.

The Joint Committee are convinced that there does not exist, any where in
the limits of the State of New-York, a region 80 dgsutubg, a.nd baving such im-
perious claims for Missionary aid, as some districts within our own boun-

es.

d, with a population equal to that of the state of Rhode Island, has
wiIt‘l?illl.lgitl.:lgll:tire lenglhpb{;t two Baptist Churches able to sustain themselves,
and both of these are in Brooklyn. Portions of New Jersey, connected with
the two Associatons claim our aid: interesting villages and feeble churches on
both banks of the Hudson look to us for help ;—and in addition, the Island of
Manhattan, soon to be covered with the teeming population of the eity of New-
York, offers a field of operation rich, promising, and comparatively neglected."’
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In visw of the above statement, the Miasio Commitutee reapectfall
mit 1o this Association the propriety of pgsain?ge followiug reso}l):&on :y b

Re:glwd. That henceforward the roportion of twenty-five per centof ¢ 5
contributed thrqugh this Auociagon for Domestic tX/lissiulz)xs,- %:np:idh:ofn?hd;
New-York Baptm_t State Convention, and that the residue be retained and ex~
ﬁgiwbé the M:iamontgq Corpmit::ta, such Missionary Committee reperting to

onvention their acti i ise di
by s Comve ons expenditures, unless otherwise directed

In closing their Report, the Committee fervently pray that this bod
conducted to such a result, as shall with the diviney l?lesZing, secare thg mnyt;:
amount of good to those who are looking to us fora supply of the b of life.

All which is respectfully submitted,
CHARLES G. SOMME hairman

E. E. L. Tarror, Secretary. - s c ’

23. The Committee of Arrangements for the next meeting made
the following report :

That the Association meet at 10-o’clock, A. M. on Tuesday pre-
ceding the third Wednesday in June, 1845, with the Pierrepont-St.
Baptist Church in Brooklyn. Brother Leroy Church to preach the
Introductory Sermon, and Brother Wilkins hisalternate ; after which
a collection to be taken up in aid of the Widows' Fuad. Brother B,
T. Welch, of Albany, to preach the Education Sermon in the evening,
Brother Edward Lathrop his alternate, and a collection taken up in
aid ofthe New-York Education Society.

24. The following account of the Minister's Widows' Fund was
presented and approved. .

Hudson River Bap. Associationin acc. with Wm. Colgate, Treasu-
rer of the Widows' Fund—Inierest 6 per cent. per annum

1843 Dr. [[1843 Car.
June 28—To amount paid Wid- June 16—By Balance,...... $842 65
ow Ford,... ....... .. $50 00|July 6—By Interest from De-
Dec. 20—~ do  do....... 50 00 troit Baptist Church,. 58 00
1844 . Nov, 7.— do do 55 00
# May 29~-To amount paid Wid- 1844

ow Barah J. W. Covell, 100 00[|May 10—~  do do 55 00

. 23—By Interest received

Balance carried forward.. 1093 56 from the Detroit Baptist
Church, June 15, 1840,

bur omitting to endorse

the same on the back of

the Bond, at the time, it

was forgotten until this

date,.. ...... $110 00

Interestondo fm.

June 15, 1840... 26 00 136 00

June 16-——DBalance of Interest on

acc. to date ot 6 per ct. 51 93

June 19—By collect. yesterday, 17 80

“ By recpts. fm. churches, .80 18
$1293 56 $1293 56

E. E. June 19—By balance to new
New-York, June 19, 1844. accoynnl, ............. 1093 56
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PLAN OF MINISTERS' WIDOWS' FUND.
Unanimously adopted, August 3, 1826, and amended June 17, 1835:

In pious ann grateful remembrance of our departed brethren in the ministry,
whose widows und orphuns inay be left in circamstances of need, the Hudeon
River Baptist Association Rrsolved, to contribute to their relief, as far as our
compassionate Savior may indulge us with ability. In order, therefore, to cre-
ate a Fund for this benevolent purpose, we recommend, -

MEANS.

1. That on the foarth Lord's Day in May, in every year, the respective
churches composing this Association, make a public collectiou, for the purpose
of aiding this fund.

2. Thata subseription hook be opened in every such church and congrega-
tion to receive, whether annual subscription, or donations, to this desirable’

object.
OBJECTS.

1. Perrons intended to receive the benefit of this fund, are the widows and’
orphans cf deceased ministers, who at the time of their death, whether ordain-
cdhor licensed, shall have been in good standing in this Associution; and no’
others.

As to all the portions of suid fund, received or accruing utor nfter the session
of 1833, the Trustees of the Fund lhave power, when the case of the applicant
seems to be a peculiar oue, to extend the advautages of the fund to the family
of any deceased minister in good standiny, who may aé any limc have belong-

ed to this Association. .
2. Reliof affordell to widows to continue during their widowhood, and no’

longer.
3. If thero be no surviving widow, and the children, ifany, of such decensed

minister be under twelve yours of age, and in need, they shall receive the same
portion as allowed to a widow, until they arrive at their fifteenth year. Pro-’
vided also, that should my one of the said children, destitute both of father and
mother, be fonnd, by disease or accident, incapable of providing a living for
him or herself, the allowaace from this tund wnay continue uutil such person
shall have arrived at twenty years of uge.:

MANAGERS OF THIHE FUND

1. That this Association, at their annual meeting, shall elect and appoint out
of its members, fivz ‘I'ustees, who shall have the sole managemeut ot this fund '
one of whom shall be apnointed Treusurer, and one other ay Secretary ; and
that such trustees continue in uffice three years, and-until others ure appninted.

2. That this Board of Trustees, (three of whom shall Jorin a quorum,) shall meet-
annaully, or ultener us the case 1nuy require, for the transaction of bnsiness;
and that the said Bonrd shall have power to till up any vacancy in their num-,
ber which may be occasioned by death, or otherwise, until the next meeting of
the Association. . " .

3. All applications for relief shall be made to the Board in wriling, stating:
the name, residence, and circumstances of the applicaut.’

4. Tt shall be the business of this Board tn receive nud keep in charge, all-
monies collected, or otherwise contributed to this fund. To receive and ex-
umine all applications for relief, and that they make such allowance of money
to the needy, as in'their opinion the case mny require, und the state of the funds-
may warrant.

5. ltis further Resolved, that this Board of Trustees, whenever the moneys’
in hand shall amount to $300, and there be no applicant for immediate relief,
be aud they are heruby autnorised to iuvest the same in some secnre stock, or
lnan the same on bond and mortgage, for the purpose of creating o PERPETUML
FOND: the interest of which only shall be employed to relieve the necessitoua.
And, further, whenever other moueys in their hands successively shall amo uns
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to $100, and not be immediately required for use, the said sum shall be
10 the perpetual fund : which it is presumed will ultimately prove esse:ggﬁd
beneﬁcml to the obJegt intended. d likewise, that the said anent f.,,..’i
:?:tlit l1:1 no wise be disposed of but by the order of three-fourtE: of this Asso.
6. Tinally, it is required that the Trustees of this Board presen to this Asso.
g:;g:xn :t tt:lell' n.ptxl;unlhmeeﬁng,l; state:ln;ent of their fnnds,pcollections and dis-
k nts ; with whatever else ma bined with this b
ject, and the performance of their dut);'. o combmed e obs
N. B. Whereas, it i3 highly probable that benevolent persons will be dis.
posed to remember the Minislers Widews' Fund, while making their last will
aﬂxll;iirtemmgnt, the following form of a bequest is respectfully submitted to
attention.

I give and bequeath to my execators herein named, the sum of

i Dollars, in trust for the Mini
Widows’ Fund of the Hudson River Baptist Association, and direct xl:yu :z:;
executors to pay the same to the person, who, at my decease, shall be acting

a8 Treasurer of the said Fund, whose receipt shall be a sufficient discharge

therefor.

25. .Resolved, That the Trustees of the Widows' Fund be authori-
zefi to invest the amount now in hand, in such security as they may
think desirable, in order that the Fund may receive the benefit of the
Interest,

?6. Resolved, That the subject of disposing of the amount of the
Widows’ Fund, loaned to the Trustees of the Baptist Church in De-
troit, b'e referred to a special Committee, consisting of Brethren W.
R. Williams, C. W. Houghton, E. Tucker, J. H. Brouner and C.
G. Sommers.

Adjourned to meet this afternoon at 2 o’clock. Prayer by Brother
Howard.

Two o'clock, P. M.

Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Brother Winegar, of
Westerlo, Albany County.

27. Resolved, Thatthe 3d Article of the Constitution of the Associa-
tion be amended, by adding the following paragraph: No person
shall be eligible to an election as Moderator two years in succession.

28. Brethren C. G. Sommers, George Benedict, J. L. Hodge, E.
Tucker, W. W. Everts, B. M. Hill, L. Covell. J. H. Brouner, W.
R. Williams, D. Bellamy, E. E. L. Taylor, H. Davis, E. Lathrop,
and William Colgate, were appointed the Missionary Committee
for the ensuing year.

29. The following brethren were appointed delegates to attend the
next Anniversary of the American Baptist Home Mission Society,
and also the American and Foreign Bible Society, to be held in
Providence, on the Tuesday before the last Wednesday in A pril, 1845,

L., %,
L6
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viz:—E. Tucker, E. E. L. Taylor, D.G. Taylor, 8. A. Corey, b.
Davis, J. H. Brouner, G. Hatt, T. Purser, D. Morris, A. Haynes,
L. Howard, J. Belcher, L. Covell, C. W. Houghton, C. G. Sommers
and I. Orchard.

30. The following Brethren were appointed delegates to attend
the next Anniversary of the New-York Baptist State Convention, to
be held at Rochester,on the 3rd Wednesday in October, 1844: J.
L. Hodge, E. Tucker, D. Bellamy, W. W. Everts, C. Ferguson,
H. Davis, G. Benedict, E. Lathrop, H. L. Gros and Thomas Purser.

31. The Committee on the State of Religion within the bounds of
the Association, presented the following report, which was read and
adopted :

REPORT
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 8TATE OF BELIGION:

The Committee on the State of Religion in the bounds of this Association;
respectfully report, that having carefully examined the letters from the differ-
ent churches, they have seen much to encourage, especially that peace and har-
mony seem to prevail in our midst.

Poughkeepsie.—The past year-has been one of the most eventful and interest-
ing in the history of this church. In September last they extended a unani-
mous call to Rev. Charles Van Loon to become their Pastor, which call was
accepted, and he en*ered upon his labors the month following. Success has
seemed to crown the connexion. Sinners in great numbers have professed
conversion, and Lave been added to the church. They stll continue to cherish
a deep interestin the canse of Missious.—C. Van Loow, Pastor.

Oliger-street, N. Y.—This beloved branch of our Zion has been called to
“° singbof mercy and affliction.,” Of mercy, in that from month to month, they
have been permitted to witness new triumphs of divine grace, munifested in
the conversion of sinners. And ofafiliction, in that on the 23d of March last,
by a mysaterious and all wise Providence they say, ‘ Our holy and our beauti-
ful house where our fathers worshipped, was burned up with fire and all our
pleasant things are laid waste.” Preparations are now being made for the
specdy erection of a new and commodious house-on the site of the former one.
This church in other respects, continues to prosper in a career of usefulness
under the intelligent labors of their devoted Pastor. The benevolent enter-
prises are still supported with their usual liberality.—E. TuckEr, Pastor.

Mount Pleasani.—They say, * We have not the pleasure of being able to
state that many have been received into our fellowship during the past year,
yet we desire to be thankful that the Lord has called some out of darkness
into his marvellous light who have united with the church.” In May last their
Pastor, William E. Lock, resigned his pastoral charge, and entered another field
of lnbor, and they are still destitute of an under shepherd.

Hudson.—The Association was received by this charch with kind christian
greeting, and it was a source of great satisfaction to learn that while the church
had not been permitted to receive as large additions as heretofore, they were
enjoying comparative prosperity. They have much improved their place of
worship; their congregation hus increased, their Sabbath School is in a iourish-
ing condition; they are happily united among themselves, and interested mn
wﬁatever relates to the Redeemer’s cause.—T. G. FREEMAN, Pastor.

First Church, Troy.~Sore afflictions seem to have clustered around the path-
way of this church. ~ They are again destitute of a Pastor,and their destitution
is the result of a mysterious dispensation of divine Providence. In conse-
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uence of painful mental alienation, of the ami
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e o o }:1: grace, which lms.euab]e«l them to realize the sweetness o
gorell w'indgo ° d:; z:—l;n 1 Lu]my, und, while many have been tossed 1o und fro with
o A nccesuion‘: ux.:; held t(l;em fastin the uuth as it is in Jesus. They
H.,.gxwuxzn, cessions, an ardent desire for the prosperity of Zion.—~Jcos
hip e:;eg"rfgd()tz;rch.—]]}.rother Charles H. Hosken, whose esteemed astor-
joyed for three years past, has resigued his churge.

0

i
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They mention other discourngements. Lut in remembrance of his past faithful-
ness, they are uble to trust in the Lord. Brother Orrin Dodge, bas lately
been setiled under pleasing circumstauces.—ORBLK Dopet, Pastor.

Zion Church, Cornwall—Have enjoyed a revival during the past year, and
feel much encournged in view of their future prospects. They speak highly of
the lnbors of Brother Webster of Hamilton, wﬂo Lins been with them duringthe
year; and also of DBrothier Spencer of New-Jersey, who assisted them ina
protracted meeting. Bruther Charles A. Raymoud supplies then with great
ucceptalce ut preseut on Sabbath afternouns.—CHaRLES A, RAY3UXD, Pustor.

Chureh in Cairo, Greene Co.—They havebeen destitute of preaching chiefly
during the year, and at present are 50 situnted that part of the Church only,
can attend at the place of worship exeept ut great disadvaniege. Elder
Tuddock is engazed to preach to them every other Subbath.

Lattingtown Churck.—Have been deprived of preaching for the most part
during the past year, and are now without a Pastor. Awmong muany discoura-
ging circumstances they do not forget ¢ the nssembling of themselves together.”
They enjoy peace awmoug themselves, and desire to be supplied with a Pas-
tor.
1West Hinsdale.—The letter from this charch is brief, but communicates the
delightful intellizence thut they enjoy great harmouny and peace among them-
selves, nn feel a good degree of love tuwnards those who love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity. They now enjoy the lubors of Brother M. L. FULLER us
Tastor.

Schencctady, N. ¥ .—This church i withouta Pastor, and in rether alow
staze, bnt thev say they hope soon to be provided with a Pastur. May the
Lord of the harvest speedily send them one who may long be permitted to go
in aud out before them, and bresk unto them the words of etrrnal life, No
T’astor.

Kingaton.~This charch is prospering under the Inbors of their Pastor, Bro-
ther Rosixsox ; 31 baptized last year.  Every good thing is encouraged.

IVesthill.—They say, that during the Jast year nothing unusual has oc
Generul prosperity.—L. L. vz, Pastor.

thens.~This church las been Dblessed with some reviving; 11 baptized.—
Hesrr L. Gros, Tastor.

Amity-street, N. ¥ .—Still advances. Have tokens of the divin
what diminished in numbers, by giving letters to many to Jjoin
Church.—W . R. WiLLiaxs, T'astor.

Cozsackie.—The prospects of this Church are Drightening under the very ac-
ceptable labours of their present Pastor, Moses FixLD.

Suugertics —9 have been baptized in the Church. They are now happily
united, and cheeriug hopes are entertnined.—MosEs J. KeLLy, Pastor.

Sand Lake.~The session of the Associution with this church last year, has
proved a blessing to them, they are happy aud doing well, under the labors
of their present Pastor, FLisia G, PERRY.

Kinderhook—~This Church is faint—nearly disheartened, but still perseve-
ring.—No 'astor.

Phillipatoren.—Small, but ful

e fuvors. Some-
Williamsburgh

1 of heart and comfort.—J. W. JoxEs, Pastor.
Pearl-street, Albany.—One grent cvidence of true prosperity and happiness

of this Church, and the charncter of pastoral labor among them, is the abundance

of their liberality in sustaining the Dbenevolent operations of the day.—B. T.

WeLcH, Pastor.

New Durlam.—Gratefully acknowledges the grace of her greatand glorious
liead, in perwitting her to fetain lLier standing, while she rejuices in, and earn-
estly contends for the faith of the Gospel of Clrist. After u senson of deprivu-
tion, they now enjoy the faithful labors of a I’astor, Brother Richard Thomp-
son. who took charze of the chureh on 1st of April.

Tabernacie, No ¥.~Disrovers with lioly joy, the hand and gondness of Ged
in their entire history irom the commenceweut: the smiles o%’ his favour has
uttended the’r efforts to glorify his name, and advance hiskingdom. The pulpit
js now suppl'ed by Brother Edward Lathrop who was sent to them in the kind
Providence of God, nnd on the first Lord’s day ia January, entcred upoun his

lubors us their Yastor.
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Cannen-strect, N. ¥.—Has been si
, V. ¥o— ly bl
e e o e o o G o e peya,
[oseme tl'zem:i b eyr bl: ;?:lgl:thllfiz:uons of h:,i; t;lpin’t they bave hﬁc::cm:nzgg-
e . - - N
v.h;' ‘I;otr(z iesu; a.x;d thecommunioﬁrsg d;e Chu&::'l‘;.l:;;‘z E:I;usi(‘l':: ;P;tfaith o
st Church, Jersey City.—Deplores the spiritnal ic h
2:;’1; tul:g :;‘nb‘.l:?‘._ :};dsnr;i :aar;lsstill); looking ug to anlpi,::hgmo;";h;'ge :ﬁ:ye}:lli"
S L em. o the p the revelaton of the Divine presence and favo::
Bethel Churck, Williamsbur i
erck, 1V ¢ 2h.~Are moving on
;t;;ngilll;e;’:';h I-It::sgbzr:(ll n;s(l,atance. of ttl';leir brghre:n:#e;rgz'e‘::;g::dtz
! X W enjo i
they bave builtfor the glory of his nn,’]nz._iEx&;nncep.ogrfg:"mpiio?nctuary

Sizth- —Thi .
witha h;ltrr)::ii leésf;r a’ll;hdl suﬁrl:;ll:ce?l li:;': l:leepbnfﬂicticm, having recently parted
: 3 1 A (3 m' s H .
ing in the Lol and relying upon the promi;;,.a_‘\'os?agstl(:’:v suit, are yet trust-

erei;g?::f:g:ét' Brooklyn.—This Church has under the favor of Provid
e oo m%i?ﬁoﬁgﬁﬁzﬂg wr;)nishi p that will accommodate a:':x::
gregasion of ono thousand, e blessings they ro richly evj
reuson , “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."—B. B. L.’%i',‘l?;‘?
. y . .
“ ev:;rfol:; estr;;téhcl.wrch,N. ¥.—Their path has been strewed with bless
v ;%n ul-)u of T\l‘l' ng;osg;:r: hhnvebreason to say thatthe Lord has lzégglﬁl?tg
1 ruth. av i i
m%t:t:tsg:u fohr therp.—GznnGn g:.\'e:;::’:,ni’z:m(;:d' and their tent in becom-
e C I:m: r,e\qifl‘aldeﬂand.—l:njoy something of the presence of the Savi
and | formeryl’}:s = mB 5 };I‘hey have now no under shepherd, but have rec:ﬁ) u(;
T e fl' rother C. Ferguson from the extensive field he .
theil" T mgﬁu l:ohni: ln{)h:lrr;ver tfdl}k:e ends of the earth.” Should?ewa:::pu;
il wo ; o8 L
con\!'id;:tlghnnuc)pgte the happie:t resﬁl::nﬁnm within wer limits, they
c l:rigt is ad\‘,:lccl;; Staten Island.~Teace and harmony prevail, and the cause of
Vioating Hoomac G,Ug l;a;n:51§ eg,eg’édicz}:gpﬂ;;e built a neat nnd' substantial bric(;:
- ebruary 27.—. S
ily};:;::l;;itnr:ezn lt\if.hl:: .—-Il;lm;i no Meeting Housl;y, but n;-I: *,r:::n;lru:ll!; g;iiat:ﬁ.
1y ino g, pe by the divine blessing to succeed.—Lzmvzr CovsLr,
Laight-street, N. ¥.—Substanti i i
bnﬁl::t;;‘rg’[:ect lies before them.—n\lV.tl ee’.u?:c:z:::l %Zig:my attend them. - A
B whiczr}i:; Zb'rny.ERecord with unfeigned,thanks.the oodness of the
vinci:x" riich bas | een displayed towards them in a remarkable man
Fociug them th at ;e_ has been and still is with them. They have ex:gr,tcgn-
Meating Ho : mwnlyt 1:gell;forrsméuyg:r, the size of the house is 60 feet fl‘Ofl: b;
gh:gry;:;LEuxn g Pnstoxl-. with willing converts, and shed forth his
decl:re i ﬁl:c:l:ch],; Aflbll:"y' N. Y. —This Church feel themselves constrained to
e responsibilie ord has done great things for them, and feel n great and fear-
ful responsit ty resting on them, in carrving forward the cause committed to
their charge, nc:spftl:ugly in the instruction of such a mass of young and tender
tinds to be m gg (aeH and led into the doctrines of the Dible. Thgy have com-
it R e ga X ;ggef;l;:y“l}tﬁl %ommenced at our last session, the House
is built of ri ith basement above ground.—StEPHEN WiL-
o rl:l:;e;zgtlgrcgf:(ah,\f. Y.—This church, has been called to part with their
e Faste avid Morris, they mourn over the waut of Clristian zeal and
activity in o‘e ]g?-ﬁilexe:f}:fh;:v bl\i?f:dh mal:xter. They are now favoured with
éxltehamthony amowng themse'l;’gs.—E. :?A:c;:::o;ljelr Fastor, and they enjoy
e th:e:g o-sé’:reifa (,lz.ul;'_clri;-: This new interest was commenced about fifteen
months ngo, ¢ g which time they have builta Mceting House, the field the
PY 18 an important one.—S. A. Corzy, Pastor. ’ ’

First Bapt

ced on the 13
ization, they have met with much encouragement, and the

Beekman Baptist Church,
during the past year, they say
and has been long neglected. They are now enjoying the
C. H. UspERAILL, us Pastor. .
Laurens street, N. y.—This charch was received asa member of the H. R,
Association, at its presens session,
upon and bless them.—LukE BARkER, Pastor.

ledge that God has done great things for us, and
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ist Church. Hyde Park, N. ¥.—This new interest was commen-
th day of last April, their prospectsare cheering; since their orgac-
ir field of labor 18

—This Church was constituted
tivate is very large,
labors of Brother

t.—No Iastor.
Tarrytown, N. Y.

the field they are called to cul

and may the great Head of the Church smile

Association, we would acknow-

Tathe repeated addition of Churches to this
we desire that our usefuluess

means we enjoy.

may be proportionate to
JACOB H. BROUNER, Chairman.

B. T. WELCH.

L. HOWARD, l
J. L. HODGE, }C'ommittee.

C. YAN LOON,

32. That the Missionary Committee of this Aszociation, be authori-

zed to act in concert with the Missionary Gommittee of the New-

YorkAssociation, if they deem it expedient, in suppl
that exists within the bounds of this Association.

ying the destitution

33. Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to
this Church and congregation, also, to the Church and congrega-
tion of Athens and friends generally, who have so kindly entertain-

ed the Association at its present sessions.
34. Brother Leonard, addressed the Asssociation in behalf of the

New-York, Baptist State Convention, took up a collection amount-

ing to 813 30.
35. Resolved, That the Committee appointed to inquire into the
situation of the pecuniary affairs of the Church at Kinderhook, be

discharged from any further attention to this subject.
36, 'The Moderator and Clerk were appointed a Committee to

superintend the Printing and distribution of the Minutes.

37. The Committee, to whom it was referred to examine the present
condition of the claim which the Widows' Fund has upon the pro-
perty of the Baptist Church at Detroit. Would respectfully submit
the following Report :

e Baptist Church in Detroit, were in uryent need of aloan tothe amount
h of prosperity ; the propects ofthe Church were encour-

uld scarcely seem possible to overrate the
ding in its ingl

Many years since, th
of $3000. The Westwasthen in the flus
aging, and then, and even at the present time, it wo
jmportance to the general interests of the cause of a station, 50
The friends who asked the loan offered 7 per cent interest.

The Widows’ Fund had the sum of 81650, which it was thought might be profitably and
safely thus invested, and the investment at the same time be made materially to benefit the
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cause in Michizan. But as Detroit needed mors, three of the members of New- York churcheq
anited in loaning each $450, making up together the sum of €1350, which they loaned at tha
same time, and which made up with the sum advanced by the Widows’ Fund, the requisite
amount of §3000. This loan, in part from the Fund sacred to the widows of deceased min.
isters bers of your A intion, and in part the Propeity of private brethren, wag secy.
red by a Bond from the Trustees, and a mortgage upon their commodions House of Worship
described as being most advantageously situated in a. commanding position, and where land

But the brother npon whom theChurch in Detroit greatly relied, as uniting to great libemm,
and enterprize, the largest means of any of their number, was removed by the Asiatic Cholera,

of the chief supporters of the Detroit Chureh were prostrated and others removed from the
region. Pastors changed rapidly also.

The American Baptist Home Mission Society which felt the great importance of the point,
and had appointed the pastor one of itg missionaries, arranged itg appoinunent in such a

annually 8115 50,

The Church has now for some vears had the acceprable and faithful services of Rev,
Andrew Ten Broeck. Both the Pastor and the Church have found themselves strwerpling with
great diffienlties. They are not numerous, nor are any of them men of wealth, The fact of
their indebtedness operates to discourage the formation of a congregation or even the atach.
ment to them of Baptists who may remove to Detroif.

Well nigh pressed beyond endurance, seeing no prospect of meeting the debt upon them,
aad at the same time of supporting their pastor, although he was willing to accept the scanti.
st salary, and share their inevitable sacrifices, they had at several times almost determined
to disband. Their House of Worship they cannot sell to any advantage, for itis tipon land
granted by the city for the express and exclusive use of a Baptist Church. Were they will.

averse to such abandonment.

For some years Iast Ppast their dues of interest 1o this Fund, and to the brethren who are
their joint creditors with y es, have ined unpaid. Their pastor and their leading
brethren feel themselves unable to strugzie longer under the burden, unlessit can be lighten-
ed in some manner,

Brethren who are well acquainted with Detroit and this church, its condition and jts ability,
assure us that it cannot thrive or live unless relieved. Ifthe Church be abandoned in despair,
we lose irrevocably and entirely oar whole claim, now for Pprincipal and interest, amounting to
some 81963 50. The thought of losing a dollar of the pittance consecrated to the widows
and orphans of deceased ministers of the wospel is most afflicting, yet we-are assared by
creditable Christian men, some of them of yoitr own body, and who know the region by per-
sonal observation, that the Church cannot unaided meet its engagements to your Fund.

The pastor has visited New-York, and conferred with mnany of the members of this
Association, and with the brethren who are creditors to the amount of 81330, in conjunction
with your Widows’ Fund. He hoped to obtain subscriptions, and that these brethren
might under the pecnliar cirenmstances, by remitting the intereat and alarge portion of the
principal, lessen the burdens of the Church, and restore to- them heart to go forward, when
they were now nearly ready to relinquish all further etfort in despair.

These three brethren have felt disposed to make, some more, others less, remission of their
clalms.. Your Widows’ Fund Trustees have received from the Detroit friends, the following
proposals : If under the peculiar and urgent necessities of the case, they would remit the
one half of their claim of interest from the commencemeut of the loan, or in other words
put down the interest for ten years at three and a half per cent, and hereafler, put it at 6 per
cent, the Detroit Church wonld give a new Bond and Mortrage ; and wonld be reassured to make
efforts to sustain the cauge. Otherwise they feel they must give up hope and exertion as a
religious body

Now were your Comnmittee, to look at this matter in the light of 8 mere question of busi-
ness they are linanimously of opinion that to evade the possible and even prohable lnss of onr
entire claim, it would be wisdom fo make the sacrifice; For if the church fails, it appeers,
that your whole claim sinks and vauishes.

(25)

Baot it is s0 painful a responsibility to assume to recommerll;: u}e ::_wl:;t{:: :f the i::
evad tire logs, when that claim is )
claim, even when made to e an en! e himmem s
ferred to state the case to the Assoclation, ani
T Cl{\:::i;!:: 31:"'c"pnme ion, Toinsist on the entire claim seems in fact to be event.
Iy destruction of all hope of repayment. .
u’fll‘{mu;;etmit Trustees hoped by subscripticns, md‘ yet large l:c “:;::e :lvl::_mﬂ:o::n::::
i three private creditors, to place m 1
from you to be obtained from the ¢ o iang=ef i o
ive i d Mortgage, u larger security to the Wi
to give in the new Bond an rArpbulsrdile e i s
ther incunmbrance from the premises. Thus inste

:::::30;0 in which your Widows’ Fund would be but part owner; your Widows’ Fullld wou:::'
receive a second mortgage for their claim exclusively, and the property would be released

very other incumbrance.

) I:tyhe Associalion should decide on accepting this proffer, your Commitice would add th;
remark, they would be governcd necessarily by strong sympixhy with t:: Zl’sh:‘::ened
brethren in Detroit, who without some abat t of the d, seem n:u dyb uima:u
thus make shipwreck of our entire claim. The half of 10 years interest wo! e eq

m of §577 50. )

m;ht:ﬂd Providence prosper the Detroit Church after having ?btairlled sur.h remimi;n, tyj;n:
Commitlee would require it of them, and indeed now ask lhe.u' written pledge Ba: ap| um;
dealing with the Widows and Orphans of their fellow Christions and l‘ellovl:he pu::er "
they will, even thougha legal clim might now be surrcnd.ereds ux::eagnlnmr . h :,m ke

v t
ified into circumstances of ease and affluence asa ¥, ’
:lha‘: aflluence, before they shall have endeavoured to replace l:;l the md;:mulx::n :all:zl:e: th‘:
i i w to require these widows an 'y

et et ame o ponermed, And :\ua your Committee submit the recomunen.

far as a legal claim upon it is concerned.

ion to accept the proposed arrangement.
dﬂ:‘::i th:y rt::ommeml further that henceforward no loan be made of any part of the Wid-

3 e, unless the mortgaxe be upon land held in fee simple,
ot F“";d “E:nbbosr::,:n;nzl;:im ’rnnkes the sale of the Detroit lot an unavailable remedy,
sadact el Y All of which is respect{ully submitted,

WILLIAM R. WILLIAMS,
ELISHA TUCKER.
CIIARLES G. SOMMERS,
J. 1I. BROUNER,
C. W. HOUGIITON,

June 20, 1344

Resolved, That the Trustces of the Wido'ws’ Fund be e?p;w:re:
to remit the half of the entire intert:’st due said Fund from td e te rt; :
Baptist Church up to the present time, and to accept at(:::or mﬁ o"‘lst
proposals of said Church as stated in the.repfm of the 6Jomml ete Jm.
adopted, a new bond and mortgage bearing interest at 6 per cent. J

annum,
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The minutes were read and approved. . The 971st Hymn, be-

ginning with
“ Great spirit of immortal love,
Vouchsafe our frozen: hearts to move,”
was sung, after which the Moderator affectionately addressed the:
Association, and offered a fervent prayerto the Throneof Grace, when.
the Association adjourned, to meet with the Pierrepont-street Baptist
Church, Brooklyn, at 10 o'clock, A. M., June 17th, 1845,
GEORGE BENEDICT, Moderator.

ARCHIBALD Macray, Corresponding Secretary.

Joun Wesr, Clerk.

J. H. Townsexn, Assistant Clerk.

STANDING RESOLUTIONS.

L Resolved, That we most affectionately request our charches to
attend punctually on the Monthly Concert of Prayer for the spread
of the Gospel, and to endeavor by all proper means, to excite and
strengthen a missionary spirit among our people; and that they en-
gage with renewed energy and zeal in promoting the interests of
Foreign and Domestic'ﬂfissiom, which at this moment loudly call’
for the best exertions, the fervent intercessions, and the liberal dona-
tions of every Christian, .

2. We also recommend our churches to observe the Concert of
Prayer for Sabbath Schoois on the second Monday evenmg of every
month;

3. Resolved, That'the churches belonging to this Association be-
Tequested in their future letters to state definitely the sums contriby-
ted for the several benevolent organizations Tespectively,

4. Resolved, That the Association recommend to the churches of
which it is composed, to observe the first Mcnday in January ofeach
Yyear, in the exercise of religious fasting and prayer to Almighty God
for His blessing upon the various means employed for the conversion
of the world to the obedience of the faith,

5. Resolved, That the religious education of (he young is a duty
commending itself to every parental and Christian feeling ; that this
Association hail with gratitude the Increasing interest manifested by
Christians generally, in Sabbath schoo] instruction, and the tokens of
enlarged success with which God is Prospering that institution ;—
That they commend to al] the churches of this body, the establish-
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inént and increase of these sthools, to be furnished with good libra-

i d to receive regular visits from the pastor. .

l'le;, a?lesolved, That the churches bé requested to observe ft‘he r?i

Thl;rsday in February in each year,asa season of prayer ott

vals in the various colleges and literary institutions in our}icot:t"xul}';,'.a t
f this Association, who -

. Resolved, That any member o : .
tenZl As::)ciatit;ns with which we correspond, shall be considered our

delegate; provided he presents a copy of our Minutes.

o= i i f Assocta.
I ish the information for the Table o
huarches are requested to furnish 1 I 1 be of Assoou
TIONAL ::‘:'r‘:s:::s in the order in which they are prinied m:hc il.ﬁn.ulao{ ;:( ar e
enclose all monies in separate letters to the T of the Y rving

much time and labor will be saved. Corr 1 -4 will plw‘ send a copy of
their last by their to the Annual Meeting, or by mail to the clerk of this
. .

i i No. 141
Association, at any time previous to the next mesting. Direct to the Clerk,
't
Frontatreet, New-York.




THE DOCTRINE OF SCRIPTURE CONGERNING THE HOLY
GHOST, IN ITS RELATIONS TO MINISTERIAL EDUCATION,

A DISCOURSE

Before the Hudson River Baptist Association at their
T wenty-Ninth Session,

Delivered on the evening of Tuesday, 18th June, 1844, inthe
House of Worship of the Baptist Church
) in the city of Hudson.

BY WILLIAM R. WILLIAMS,
PasTon OF THE AMITY-STREET Barmist CrUrcE, N. Y.

e

Acts ¥ix. 2.—% WE nave Nor 80 MUCH AS HEARD WHETHER THERE BE ANY HOLY

cuosT.”
1 John ii. 97.—% BuT TRE ANOINTING \VHICIL YE HAVE RECEIVED OF I1X ABIDETE IN

YO0U, ANP VE NEED NQT THAT ANY MAN TEACK you.”

Both these passages refer to the Holy Ghost. The first de-
seribes a band of men, who associated togetherin the profes-
sion of one religious faith, wereignorant of his very existence.
The other represents the Christian Church, as blessed with
his abiding and enlightening influences, “Ye have anunction
from the Holy One,” is John’s language in an earlier verse,
‘6 and ye know all things.” The men who held the language
first quoted claimed, but unjustly we doubt not, to be disci-
ples of John the Baptist. 'They could have known but little
in reality of his histery or tcachings, for that forerunner of
our Lord, in his administration of baptism, spoke of one that
should come after him baptizing with the Holy Ghost. The
disciples of John the Evangelist, at least, could plead no such
apology for their ignorance, as to the nature and office of this
Divine Teacher. Look into the gospel as written by “the
heloved disciple,” and the doctrine of the Divine Spirit is
found prominent, standing out in the highest relief on theen-
tire face of the narrative. As his gospel opens it tells of
Christ requiring of Nicodemus to be born again of the Spirit
if he would see the kingdom of God : and in the closing por-
tions of the book you have Chuist’s promise of the Holy Ghost
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tion* should have introduced in the close of his remarks; atopic
that was to be employed by the speaker before you, in the
opening of his own theme. We allude to the observation of
our brother as to the forgetfulness of Christians respecting
the personality of the Holy Ghost. There had been no con+
ference between the speakers, and neither knew the themeof
the other. We had intended to say it, had he not uttered it,
and to make it the introduction to our discussion of the pre-
sent subject. We would now repeat after him the sentiment.
‘We fear then, that Christians, even the most orthodox, allow
themselves to think or to speak of the Holy Ghost, as if but
an attribute or influence of the Deity, or as an abstraction in
theology. But the Bible, to ourview, teaches emphatically his
existence asa Divine Person. Heis asreally a person as Abra=
ham or David, orany of the Patriarchs, oras Paul, John, oreither
of the Apostles. Is the Son distinguishable from the Father,
so is the Spirit also. When you were baptized, it was into His
dread and distinct name, invoked upon you, as you sunk be-
neath the entombing waters, and rose again to the upper air.
You were not as Unitarianism would make that form to
mean, immersed beneath the baptismal flood in the name of God,
a man and an attribute, just as the arch-sceptic Voltaire blessed
the young son of our own Franklin in the name of God and
Liberty, or in other words, in the name of a reality and a
metaphor, and with the blended titles of 2 Being and an ab-
straction, a divine personage and a human personification.
But you were baptized into the doctrine of the Spirit, just as
much as into the doctrine of Christ or Christianity; and you
were received into the fellowship of the Church, just asmuch
upon your faith in the deity of the Spirit, as upon your faith
in the deity of the Father; and our churches can no
more therefore tolerate yonr denial of the one, than they
would your denial of the other. You cannot be a Christian
and reject Christ. You cannot be a Christian and reject the
Spirit. The Lamb was needed to die for you in redemption.
The Being, whose emblem is the dove, was alike needed to
live for you in regeneration.  Just as it was the peculiar
office of the Second Person in the adorable Trinity, to make
the atonement that cancels sin ; so is it the peculiar office of
the Third Person of the Trinity to work the regeneration
that changes your hearts. Blasphemy against the Father
may be forgiven: blasphemy agamst the Holy Ghost has no
pardcn. The larter istherefore something more than a mere
emanation from the former. The graces of the christian and
the endowments of the christian ministry are peculiarly His
gifts.  When the Saviour withdrew his presence from the

* Rov. Elisha Tucker, Pastor of Olives-street Church.
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Church, the Holy Ghost came in to supply his place "

teacher of the Church. And such wertle) It)h}:a advzntag:: tg}:
successor of the Saviour brought with him in his train that
our Lord assured his disciples, it was better for them thz;.t He
himsglf, endeared ashe was to them, and many as were the
blessings they had received from him should go away, that
room might be made for the coming of the Comforter. ’And
to commend and enhance in the eyes of men the worth of

this new Teacher and Guide, the Saviour spoke of him by .

the most expressive titles. The intellect of man craves the
truth. Even the most besotted and wilfuldisciplesof error can.
not content themselves without having some shew of truth
And therefore the new Guide of the Church’was described to
them as the Spirit of Truth. The heart of man craves peace.
“Amid the cares and strifes, the tumults and conflicts of life
the soul yearns after consolation and repose.  And therefore
the new Guide of the Church was described as the Comforter,
As the author and dispenser of truth he met the wants of
man’s intellect; as the giver of consolation, he satisfied the
longings of man’s heart; and the understanding and the
affections alike found their cravings met in the influences
of the One Spirit. In some sense, then, it may be said
that the Church is now living in the third dispensation.
Before Christ’s advent and incarnation, the Church was
under the dispensation of the Father, when the Son was
seen but remotely and indistinetly, throngh emblems and
shadowy ordinances, and promises of distant fulfilment. Om
Christ’s coming in the flesh began the dispensation of the
Son, when it was distinctly announced, that all men should

honor the Son even as they honor the Father, and the Medi-

ator, intimated and predicted under the preceding economy,
was now made visible to the eye of sense, and His claims
and nature were more fully taught than of old. And on the
day of Pentecost, the last ‘and existing dispensation, that of
the Holy Ghost began. Not that Christ loses his Headship
over the Church ; He was in patriarchal times, and will re-
main in the millennial days “Head over all things to the
Church.” But His bodily presence was withdrawn on His
ascension, and as He himselftold the Apostles, it was so with-
drawn “that the Comforter might come.” And, as we pass
we would say, one of our manifold objections to the Romish
doctrine of Transubstantiation is this, that it contravenes the
dispensation of the Holy Ghost, by contradicting that bodily
absence of the Saviour, upon which the Saviour himself pre-
dicated the coming of the Paraclete. Romanism asserts that
the: Church has still the bodily presence of Christ in the sacra~

ment. If so they do not need, and according to the intima- 2
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tions of Christ himself could not rightly expect the coming
of the Comforter.

The personality and personal presence and agency of the
Holy Ghost, are then important truths to the welfare and

ace of the christian church. In the allegories of our own

unyan how vividly and beautifully-is this distinct personal
existence of the Holy Ghost presented. The pilgrim, on
passing through the narrow wicket gate that stands at the
head of the way, enters into the Interpreter’s House, where
he is shewn the mysteries of Scripture. The Divine Agent
here appears not as an abstraction, but as having personal
existence ; and as the Interpreter, presenting in emblems and
pictures the great truths of the Bible, he takes of the things
of the Father and the Son and shews them to the eager and
inquiring mind of the convert. So in the other of his narra-
tives, my Lord Secretary appears as the channel of inter-
course between Mansoul and its sovereign my Lord Shaddai.
And here we have the work of the Spirit as the Intercessor
inditing our prayers, as before we had him presented in his
offices as Interpreter of Scripturc.

Though the Holy Ghost never became incarnate as did the
Son of God, the statements of Scripture require us to allow
to him as real and distinct an existence, as was the existence
of the Son before his incarnation. The incarnatior: at Beth-
lehem did not create the personality of the Son, the absence
of any incarnation does not destroy the personality of the
Spirit. Long before his appearance in the manger as an in-
fant of days, God the Son created all worlds,* as the Evan-
gelist John assures us. And in that scene of creation, the
Spirit was also engaged, moving and brooding on the face of
the great deep of chaos.t He is then as really a personage
as the Redeemer that bought yon. And his influences are
made indispensable to sanctification and all spiritual illumi-
nation, in the case of each true disciple of Christ. That which
is born of the flesh, is but flesh, adorn and educate it as you
will: while only that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Without regeneration, or such birth of the Spirit, Christ has
said that we cannot see the kingdom of God. And this re-
generation is not conferred in the act of baptism. We are
frequently accused by some of our fellow christians as over-
valuing that ordinance. The reproach belongs rather to
those, whoever they be and wherever found, that hold the
doctrine of baptismal regeneration. It is a doctrine that we
repudiate and loathe. Ve have no desire to spealt offensive-
ly; but in times of controversy, when the terms and mode of

*JohnI. 1 GenesisI.
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the process of our salvation comes into question, it is due .to -.'

our ?{a.vlour., and it is‘ but honesty to men’s souls, that w
:&eg ilgjtiﬂgglbly. (’ilhe doctrine, then, that the Spil,'it’s quicke-
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right given him between the lids of this bible to do the other.
In these views may the Holy Ghost, the author as we believe
of this truth, keep our churches steadfast to the end. And if
ever, as a people, we forsake these views, and teach that an
external application of water ensures that internal change in-
dispensable to man’s salvation, then, we say it deliberately,
may God divide us in Jacob, and scatter us in Israel. -

as our denomination may be to us, truth should be yet dear-
er; and if our numbers and influence as churches are to be
consecrated to the dissemination of vital error, then, for our
own sake and for that of the race, let our numbers be lessen-
ed, and our misused influence perish from the earth.

The teachings of the Holy Spirit that at first produce re-
generation, afterwards, as they are continued in the heart of
the believer, work out his growing sanctification ; or in the
language of thetext: “ The anointing which yehave received
of him abideth in you: and ye need not that any man teach

you.”

« Ye need not that any man teach you By this is not
meant the utter uselessness or unlawfulness of all human
teachings in the case of the convert, turned and taught by
the Holy Ghost. If this were the meaning, why did John
think it meet to instruct such Christian converts by his own
epistles: and why shouid the Great Head of the Church have
given to his people an order of teachers in the Christian min-
istry? It is meant only, that the great vital truths of religion
are brought home to the mind and heart of the true disciple
of the Savior, not by moral suasion, not by human eloguence
or wisdom, or learning, but by the energies of the Holy Ghost.

And the strong conviction of such truths possessed by the
heart on which the Spirit has imprinted them, is such as no
mere human teachings can give or increase or efface.
And this unity of the Spirit’s influences, the family like-
ness borne by all the children of the same household of
the faith, the mental assimilation of all who have sat in
the same school, at the feet of this one Teacher, the
identity of the image and superscription displayed on all
who are minted and coined by this divine Agency: this
unity of the Spirit's influences, it is that constitutes the
real unity of the true church of Christ. “One body and one
spirit,” said Paul to the Ephesian Christians, “ even as yeare .
called in one hope of your calling.” And elsewhere again
in the same Epistle, his language is: «By one Spirit wehave
access unto the Father.”t It is not our assemblage in one

* Ephes. iv. 4. }Ephes. i, 18.
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sanctuary, our subscription to one creed, or onr union in
common ntua!, !hat creates the true unity of the Christ")ne
Church ; but it Is our possession of the same spiritual oralan
from the same Divine Tenchpr, who is omniscient, omni (;?:
aeltlx(t),s :.mchanged and everlasting, because he is Gob the oly
. The same Divine Agent who is the author o ' i
in 'th.e one true church of God, is the author of tfhréligl}i)ggg:p
ministry in that Church. He alone is entitled to pu? a ma1e1
i&;get?}fe }(r‘}l:;'rxls;ga’.inirrlrxlglxstry.t Al}i the synods of the world,
€ acty and even the very collee
f}postles, would have been guilty of intrusion ancliy;surpt;??ogf
if they should send forth a man to the work of a Christian
preacher, except as they had reason to believe that the H.oln
Spirit went before them in calling the man to the work No}lr:
that the Holy Ghostnow calls miraculously, by audible I;Oices
and sensible signs. But he does as really, ‘as distinctively
and effectually, call men now to this office, as of old, Elisha
Wwas summoned from the plough, and John, the writer of the
text before us, from the ship and fishing nets of his father:
the one to the station of a prophet, and the other to the high-’
er dignity of an apostle. The Spirit thus calls by creatin
certain desires in the heart of the Christian minister; b beg:
Stowing on him certain spiritual endowments: by e’nalyﬂin
his brethren in the Christian Church to recognize with thg
help of the Scriptures, the presence of those en:aow];wuts and
to verify the character of these desires; and by authorisin
them, then, and then only, to authenticate that call by thﬂi%
solemn acknowledgment and attestation. The church, then
does not issue and sign a minister’s real credentials to the
mimstry. These must be signed by the Holy Ghost. The
church only endorses on them her belief that the signature
1s actually that of the Holy Ghost; and that she sees in the
candidate, his exercises, his character and his endowments
as compared with the law of Scripture, the marks of God’s
work and the signature of a divine call. And thus the man
enters upon the responsible and awful worlk of the christian
munistry. My brethren in the ministry of Christ’s gospel
how awful IS our position, and how crushing our respons?bilitvf
We are acting as before the face, and by the fiat of God the
Holy Ghost, In our own induction, or that of others, to the
work which employs ue. ’
f’Il‘he c'hurch, again, expects no usefulness from the labors
ol the preacher thus commissioned and sent forth, except as
the Holy.Ghos_t comes in anew and evermore, to give a bles-
;x{pg to his testimony, and to clothe the human message with
1s own divine energies, and envelope man’s insufficiency in
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His all-sufficiency. We preach an omnipresent, an omnipo-
tent, an ever-needed and an all-sufficing Spirit. Would
that our faith drew more largely from the fulness, and grasp-
ed more boldly the freeness of His promises. ]

The effectual teaching of the christian ministry, like the
effectual teaching of the christian convert, then, comes not
from man. It mustin the case of the private disciple; and in
the case of his pastor as well, come from this present, person-
al, perpetual and almighty agency of the Holy Ghost. All
these, we know, brethren, are but elementary truths, familiar
to your minds: But their paramount importance justifies our
frequent and earnest reiteration of them: and our own heed-
lessness, the amount of existing error, and the arts of the
great adversary Satan, all require that often by way of re-
membrance” we recur to these first principles of our religion.

II. We now pass to the second division of our remarks :
The relations of this Divine Agency to the work of Ministe-
rial Education. _

At a very carly period the Christian Church began te be in
danger from an undue reliance on human wisdom and the
aids of human philosophy. Hence while inspired apostles
were yet living, Paul thought it necessary to warn thechurch
lest even then they should suffer themselves to be thus mis-
led. They expected to be enriched by worldly scierice and
the vaunted philosophy of the schools. On the contrary, he

assured them, if they relied on these they would be spoiled or

plundered, made spiritually poorer and not richer, “ through

philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after

the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ”* Upon

the death of the apostles, we soon find developing themselves

in the church of Christ; two parties, the one who decried

learning, and under the notion of reliance on the Spirit went
into fanaticism, like the Montanists, but amongst whem were
men of true talent [ike Tertullian, and many men of true
piety ; the other party, who running to the opposite extreme
idolized human learning and philesophy, and either unduly
neglected, or even openly rejected the Spirit's authority and
supremacy, like the Gnostic heretics, and large portions of
the orthodox church, especially the Alexandrian Fathers.
Both of these opposing views were wrong. The Spirit neith-
er canonizes ignorance, nor vet is it dependent on human
science. It uses human knowledge, and study, and teach-
ing; but it puts all these into their proper and subordinate
place. It makes learning the handmaid and not the mistress,
in its scheme of preparation for the christian ministry. .

* Coloss. it. 8.
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Ou . . . .
Frienfi st)\:r)lrl gzr;(l){mmanon, like that of the religious society of
Forach or \aua :rz as they are more commonly called ?1' iy
Spirit o o nd earnest testimony, that the rights of t}?s
the chrisﬁ£n min(')unt A parng any man for the work 7.
Deon 1o oo o istry. Many of the founders of that secth ¥
Protested that «tzhanon with our own churches. We have al '?{d
istry was the S e great qualification of any man for the mine
ing  They hgg&és influences, irrespective of human le-x;g.'
This we hove o dver condemn all ministerial educattion"
in doing a3 a£ ot one. Nor have we united with them o.
Spiri?s influen br;xany of them have done, in exaltin ;hr'
thority of those influeno the Scriptures, and making the o
Scriptares, | Tn thiﬂu(::;lces independent of the authority of the
of the land shared .Entry we have through large districts
the Methodiste o t}‘lmh another denomination of christians;
the\gospel e | :. orltor, toil and privations of preachino’
nominasions, in poor. Many of our preachers in both de:
it worldl' };tlears not long gone by, were possessed of but
Orrome % (i) ture, though often men full of the Hoil
h a,s hamedlg (t)yt; In the Scriptures. Of these men we 'arz'
The Holy Gh'o A rist was not ashamed to employ them
ministry whis ; t‘}\]ras limt ashamed'to bless them: And th!;
Fxitgs S he Redeemer deigned to approve, and the
ot con oflsif;on and to endorse—the ministr}; that de-
the truth promotedpfxe}lr' and peopled Heaven, that defended
B ot e, el s et
o 0 its crown o
be wrfs t:h:r l\si:titetl;’)s c;hrope on high, is a ministry itn:&rﬁ}fﬂf:g
existed. I our o espise. We do not deny, that there has
et 1 our diwn churches and those of our Methodist
entirely ’irrart)' Jul ce against a learned ministry. It was not
cases it unhal;ni? \‘\;hen they saw learning made, as in some
the colleges ofgl y ] az made, a substitute for piety, and when
sty hes of I e lzm were allowed to usurp, as to the min='
Qoo G \%e :r é) aﬁe and prerogatives of the divine Para-
st sither T ls ut up to this naked alternative—if we
Withort loa e earning without the Spirit, or the Spirit
Bive us the § ng, we say, with the rudest of our forefathers:
give e the Spiitand le the world kecp is lermin. The
Foly Ghos; yhen zlllc ked by the seven-fold energieg of the
philosophy i e hands of fishermen, foiled your vaunted
P opay ;he st_:(xienc?_ in the palmy days of imperial Rome,
Zeno, is able a};:ﬂfig 0the schools of Plato and Aristotle and
might, to cop,e B | ltlr times, strong in the same Divine
of your Hubes o confound the more puny schools
s o o mes, your Voltaires, and your Spinozas. But it
sary to make such alternative. We may have
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the Spirit and not reject learning. We may cultivate learn-

ing and not forfeit the Spirit.

The Spirit of God does not forbid the exercise of human
diligence, or the aid received from human teachings, by those
whom it calls into the ministry. Timothy had the Spirit of
God, yet he was urged by Paul to stir up, by his own dili-
gence and prayers, and studies, the gift of God that.was in
him. He had profited too, by the teachings of a pious Lois
and Eunice in his own family. Apollos was mighty in the
scriptures, and had been doubtless enlightened of the divine
Spirit; yet Aquila and Priscilla took him and taught him the
way of God more perfectly. So also in the conversion of men
from sin to holiness, the same Holy Spirit uses the labors and
teachings of ministers ; and in the more perfect training o

ministers for the effectual discharge of their duties, the Spirit
has often deigned to employ the aid of their instructors, and
the examples and counsels of their fathers in the christian

ministry.
The growing intelligence of society makes it more and
more advisable that the ministry should not fall below the
average standard of intelligence in the community they in-
struct. Hence in those denominations that have been most
jealous of any undue deference to human learning, there is
apparent a growing desire for intellectual culture on the part
of their ministry. A revolution is quietly in progress, chang-
ing generally and powerfully the sentiments and expectations
of our own churches. Our Theological Institutions have
become their own letters of commendation to the Churches,
by the character and faithfulness of the ministry they have
aided to form. The Churches have been largely benefitted by
their students ; and both in their domestic labors and in the
foreign missions of the American Israel, God has deigned to
use the sons these Institutions have educated, and largely to

bless them.
In this state of things it is needless

cate the cause of Ministerial Education.
ned with your interests,

most closely and strongly entwi

your affections and your hopes. Hamilton and Newton,
Princeton and Andover are pleading their own case in your
pulpits, and in the far Eastern fields tilled by your Foreign

Missions.

2. But in every such revolution as that which our church-
es are now twitnessing, in our passage from a state of preju-
dice and jealousy as to the education of our youthful ministry

to a feeling of confidence and warm approval, there is danger
of proceeding to an extreme in the new path on which we
are entering. Others have gone to such extremes before us.

that we should advo-
It is a cause already
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Did some of our fathers undervalue huma i :
us‘tbeir childrer{ are like to overvalue it.n l"i?l:g "(lfl”t’a?flltn%or
felicitous comparison of Luther yet remains true of the huy .
mind, that like a drunken peasant lifted to his saddle, if ls'nan
ported on the one side, it is sure to sway to the other SV’
renounce one error, and too often compensate for its ai) 3
by adopting the error that is most opposite. seniee
We .do well to remember what is said of our God that Hj
name is Jearous. The Spirit of God will not allow himseli'
to be superseded or supplanted by human learning, in th
work of calling and qualifying the ministers or'the sar;ctu .
New England once forgot this, in part at least. The Pu 'ai Y
fathers, in the first days of the colonies, had as pastors 1?1 o,
many of whom were thorough and ripe scholars fumisheltli’
with the best literary advantages that the Englis’h univere'
ties could afford, and yet men deeply spiritual and imbu:g
with the Holy Ghost. "But they were in after times succeed.
ed by a degenerate race in some portions of the country : andt
Whitfield {found in his day some of their churches oral;r};i d
bating the question, whether it were necessary for a min);ste-
to be himself a converted man. So in Europe, the church g;'
Geneva, so long a light to the Protestantism of all nations, had
become at one time well nigh extinguished in the night of
heresy. And some Christians, themselves P:edobag tists
have traced this declension in part to the practice of eI()iuca.:
ting the sons of pious parents for the ministry without evi-
dence of their own conversion. A lifeless orthodo thu:
succeeded a living orthodoxy, and that lifeless orthc:g; in
Its turn was easily supplanted by a living heterodox Lza}.rm-
ing remained, but piety had vanished. Ichabod tha memo-
rial of departed glory, was written on what has been called
the Rome of the Reformation; and the doctrines of Servetus
were audaciously taught from the pulpitof Calvin, and in the
professor’s chairs once occupied by Pictet and Turretin.  So
in England, the Theological Seminary, that had once been
:zﬁugsht by Doddridge, past in years after into the hands of
e Socinian Belsham ; and at one time had nearly perished
strangled by the growth of open infidelity among ifs students:
Itis of no use to blink these facts. Denied, we believe they can-
not be. And although Baptists believe that their Pa::dob'aptist
brethren owe, in partat least, such instances of declension to Pa-
dobaptism, as making the unrenewed child a partofthe christian
Church ; we must allow that the cultivation of learning has
not been without its dangers and itsabuses in Baptist churches
also. We have no wish to be alarmists, or to play the part of
spiritual valetudinarians, shivering at cvery breeze, and trem-
bling at each leaf that rustles, But we suppose that the his-

gt it

( 43 )

tory of the ancient Church, and God’s providential govern-
ment and chastisement of it, are God’s admonition to the mo-
dern Church ; and that danger is most easily averted when
most early discovered. “The prudent man foreseeth the evil
and hideth himself.”

Let us remember, then, that there is much which learning'
cannot do. At best, it can but put the student by the know-
lege of language, antiquity and geography, into the position of
one living in the times of the inspired apostle or prophet.
This will not ensure his always catching the true intent and
significance of the passage of holy writ before him. Men of
great wisdom, of singularand practised acuteness, and proba-
Dly greater masters of the language than the apostle who used
it, heard him preach of the resurrection, and in their blindness
nnderstood him to propose the addition to their Pantheon of a
new goddess by the name of Anastasis. Other men, familiar
with scriptural language and imagery, and more thoroughly
conversant with Oriental customs than the most accomplished
Orientalist in all the schools of the West, heard Christ him-
self speak, and" misunderstood and distorted his language.
Many of the carnal and blundering hearers of the ancient
prophets were better Hebraists, if Hebrew learning alone
were sufficient to give understanding of the truth, than the
most skilful of living scholars. In these cases, then, the
hearers were in as favorable a condition as any in which mo-
dern exegesis can put the student; and yet they discovered
not the truth. For “the natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto him : neit%—
er can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.*”
And hence a pious plonghman, who never had learned geog-
raphy, or chronology, and who far from having mastered other
languages, knew not the grammar even of his own, and was
not mighty even in the alphabet of English, but who hadnot-
withstanding been taught by the Spirit of God the truth as it
is in Jesus, might be competent to instruct in true religion

these accomplished Rabbies, and vaunting philosophers.

Let us remember that much learning has been possessed in
later,times by those nominal christians, who have yet gone
astray as to the cardinal truths of christianity, men, who like
Taylor, the editor of an elaborate Hebrew Concordance, and a
laborious commentator on Paul’s epistle to the Romans, have
read again and again every letter of the original text, and
thought themselves profoundly versed in the doctrines of the
Bible, and yet remained blind to the divinity of their Redeem-
er and the fact of an Atonement. There have been men of
title and fame in the schools of theology, who nceded to be

* 1 Cor, ii. 14.
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taught the first principles of the ora
; cles of God, lik
ie}(liethe_olqgllan of modern Germany, who in ndémvi. ttlrlgs,tlieam-
the g)rm::l;p es of Scriptural interpretation, lays it down s o
b zllrtli"ordnlis 1ta1:Vb1;itdsgp§rs;tltion to suppose that prayer t:?}ﬁ
. \ in determining the meaning of Seri
hag:lll)sel:;i g;gjzlnn, ;lh? confeflsions (g;f emirf:;]tuclzgrggtisaﬁpm
: scholars and spiritual men. S
;;11:1;0:& eglq learning of the schools lumbering e:t :gl!sob‘::;:’
potnow] ging the high gifts of teaching which the Spirit
had w? tl(;W:l(li }c:in an unle{tered Bunyan;—See a dying l:;f
) s accomplished scholarship and hi i
ggantl;nen;: on ;cnptu.n?, envying the superiI())r pietyhgf :: 1itlillite
erte £e u.zt, ohn Uri: and you have, from the lips of trut-
lenrm'n; Zzn t(ll'ge I;:lhnﬁn:l}ils, the acknowledgment, that whil:
1 ' muc ere is al
1m£ortp.nce, which mere lea.minga :z?nlgg\‘;(}:; ggd that of great
it zguz;g], we jhould remember, that as learning cannot, of it
self and ‘1’11&?1 ed, lead to the right interpretation of the,Bibll y
il o 8! ltietttlr(:ltl:3 toillfn(:ftlt’ ts};) lean}ing in the preacher, of i(::
L that truth out of the Bible i
;3]11": g:f;t;ge'xll‘?; th};ltnt thnltn1 mulit unlock the s:r;;:gredsl,ei: :lasl;
s _ can unlock the souls of a ion ;
:gg :,l}tﬁfgoxt'tsH\ylthout recognition of our depenc;:t:.)rrxlgar %iaig?n’
and i bultl o exsp Ir:gcégmr}rxlt;o& and nccgptance of those eﬂ'orts:
Honcn we st yoEianE e sea, and sowing the bare rock.
Al e strong contrast, in the history of the
glous usefulness of illiterat iri
zﬁﬁrrzll';::, ansd the droning imbecility of lenn‘ie(im}tm:p(l:;lrt:ll:%
church: t‘d et the Methodists of England in the days when
vad};d ttsle l‘gls)%(i:lzilfl%. 1tr}11to 1ghe 1;:ollieries of Kingswood?,and in:

. . e booths of the Moorfi ,
3igna;:1sl; 31131 lf}?:iriu'llgﬂ lartxd philosophy of theoiaii(tllf;ii}r?:t? ?iril’
\ ) W otsons, Burnets and C ; it
;lsaggt xo;llli){i}i’cct)zllltt ;;) see thtﬂ: the weak things of tllll(i“\?;glds inaggd’l;
I ) Tip in the race of usefulness the mi
}Er tt}ﬁ:rhx‘s‘;tory of modern Missions, to multipI; gxls%z}:ntZes lslg
further, t_zlJ.s not our own community in England, feeble-han-
ded, & cantily taught, and more scantily endowed as they were.
w:a It1}'lst to Zhake the idolatry of India ; when the lenm};d and
wealt y and luxurious Establishment of England was leav-
Wi xarlér;tgggl;;iggtl. un;;xﬁied '!l Let us not be misunderstood.

' Ing the value of sound Learni -
zls?ﬁrqrmg to guard against the mistake of rev::é?x:]mgi’tlz)lgt:l’ll-
suff cient, either to elicit the true meaning of zcriptugre for our-
wasefsi’ }(;: to impart its best lessons to others. When Nelson
was g lrag the hattle of Copenhagen, he was not the chief

imand. Whilst busied in executing some daring manceu-
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vre that his superior officer thought too dangerous, the signal
was given for Nelson to draw off his ships. He bhad ere this

" lost an eye, and when told of the signal that was displayed,

he shifted his telescope to the blind eye, and turning it in the
direction of his Admiral, said bitterly, * 1 do not see it,” and
fought on. Adapted as the word of God is to bring to view
the land that is afar off, and to place before us the invisible
realities of eternity, yet such is the inveterate blindness of
man’s heart, if left in ourselves, or in those we teach, destitute
of the Spirit’s enlightening influences, that all our endeavors
to explain or apply that word will be but fitting telescopes to
blind eyes.

We might stop to show again how errorists of various
classes, if mere learning were our chief resource, would out-
work us with that weapon. We might point to Maynooth,
the Theological college of Irish Romanism, with its four hun-
dred and fifty students. We might look to the world-renown-
ed Propaganda Institution at Rome, with its missionaries in
training for all quarters of the earth, and which boasts of hear-
ing in its public solemnities, no less than forty-four different
langnages used.* We might ask, have we the attainments in
biblical criticism, and in varied learning, that are boasted by
so many of the heretical schools of Germany.

3. But we must pause, and proceed to remark that Jearn-
ing will, far from aiding, irretrievably injure us, if, under its
influence, we learn to take, as multitudes have done, false and
derogatory views, as to the nature of the Divine Spirit. We
may, on one side, the error indeed more generally of the igno-
rant than of the learned, run, in our views of this great Agent,
to the extreme of fanaticism ; and call the workings of a heat-
ed imagination, and warm sympathies, and excited passions,
by the name of the Spirit’s operations.

So, on the other hand, we may resolve this dread Agent,as
multitudes have done, and often with learned men for their
leaders, into the mere light of reason; thus at the same time
distorting the scripture, and destroying their own souls.
Many of the Quakers have done this, and have thus set up
their own misguided conscience and blinded reason, as the
supreme arbiter of right, and the one Oracle of the only reve-
lation that they acknowledge. So in the same manner, Ra-
tionalism in Germany has exalted the reason of man into the
dignities and authority of the Divine Spirit. It has seemed
to the speaker that our denomination are liable always, if they
forget one or two great truths, to plunge into Socinianism.

Do we tenaciously insist on the strict independence of the

p- 140.

* Annals of the Propagation of the Faith. London, May 1844,
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;:hurqhos, and the right of private judgment, Socinianism at
east In our own_country, sympathises in these things with
us. We rejoice in the connexion between our denominational

“- views and the progress of civil and religious freedom. “Where

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” But Socinianism
a_lso boasts of its friendliness to the cause of human freedom,
And the converse of the proposition by no means follows, asa
truth, that « where liberty is, there is the Spirit of the L,ord »
Our great barrier against this ruinous heresy is found in jus-t
views of this “ Spirit of the Lord.” If we lose our hold on
the doctrine of the Personality of the Holy Ghost, we plunge
easily aschm:ches Into this destructive error. 'Thus it was
that the Baptists of Poland, in the age following the Refor.
mation, became so many of them adherents of Socinus, who
labore:d and proselyted amongst them. Thus it was, that at
one time, nearly the entire mass of the General Baptists in
Great Britain had sunk into Unitarianism. Dudith the only
member of the Council of Trent, we helieve, who b’ecame as
was generally thought, an adherent to our denominational
views ; and from the rank of a Romanist prelate and an Im-
perial envoy, past to the imambitious station of the member
of a Baptist church in Poland, was an Unitarian, we fear, as
well as a Baptist. Such was James Foster, of Engl:lnd,
whom Pope eulogized as a better preacher than the metropol-
itans (:f the establishment, a Baptist and also an anti-trini-
tanan.*  Such have become, to a great extent, the Mennon-
ites of Holland. Other forms of church government, prelacy,
paadqbapnsm, synods and creeds have not preserved other de-
hominations from the incursions of the same error. But we
suppose it the truth, and if an unpalatable truth to any, not
the less necessary to be spoken, that Congregationalism once
divested of the Divine Spirit is especially open to the incur-
sions of this evil. There are many truths of the divine scrip-
ture that lie on the very edge ofdeadly error. Our sentiments,
if we lose once our Justviews of the Spirit's nature and offices,
allow us to pass rapidly into Socinianism. The wisdom that
15 earthly takes the place of that which is heavenly, and the
spiritual zives way to the carnal, the bird of Athens expels
that of Zion, and the owl of Minerva, hooting in the moon-
light of rationalism, extrudes the dove of Heaven.

IIl. What, then, is the duty of the Church in our times ?
To disregard learning ? By no means. To discourage the
education of our rising ministry? Not at all.

. L Ttis their evident duty to cherish, with holy jealousy,
Just views as to what constitutes the evidences of a call to the

» .
grea?el::ae;ia t;cnrce be said, another and earlier name than John Foster, the
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mitistry ; and what are the endowments which the scriptures
demand in those desiring that office. Now as young men are
often sent by our churches to the Theological Seminary, at
an age when their endowments can hardly yet be fully dis-
cerned; it may be unsafe at the very outset to come to the
peremptory decision that the youth is called of the divine
Spirit to preach Christ’s Gospel. But, on the othér hand,
when he has finished his course with credit at the Seminary,
he is apt to expect that he should be licensed, and the church
is prone to feel that it would be cruel to deny him a license,
when so much time, and cost and toil have been expended in
preparation. And yet the man, may have, learning and com-
mon morality excepted, no very plain traces of the graces
that scripture requires, as evidencing the Spirit’s call. Here,
then, is there not a danger that the church may too summarily
recommend the young man to commence the acquisition of an
education ; and then, having done this,be led to act as if virtual~
ly such recommendation had decided the question of his
license? If this should be the result of the existing system,
that existing system will operate injuriously. It will event-
nally bring upon us what our churches have always
dreaded and justly, what may be called, to use the quaint
language of our forefathers, a man-made ministry. 'The
churches will ordain ministers of their own selection, instead
of striving to ordain only those whom God has selected. A
solemn responsibility rests, at this point therefore, on our
churches; not on our Theological Seminaries. The churches
have not the right to cast this responsibility on the Seminary,
and our Seminaries will not accept the trust. They will not
become the manufactories of a ministry for the churches. It
is required, then, that our churches he chary, and prayerful
and deliberate in their selection of candidates for education
and still more chary and prayerful and deliberate in the in-
duction into the ministry of those so educated. It ought to
be considered no reflection on the character of a young man,
that he should be kindly told at the close of a successful
course of study, that the church, while appreciating his un-
blemished morals, and Lelieving in his piety, and allowing
his scholarship, yet doubted his call to the ministry. And
churches and ordaining councils must not shrink from the
task of doing what may, to their own feelings as well as to
those of the candidate, be often a severe trial. The Holy
Ghost, is, after all, the personal, omnipresent, and sovereign
arbiter in this matter. And we have no right to endorse
aught where we cannot with much legibility read his signature.
2. Another evident duty of the church is to cherish just views
generally of the nature of the Holy Ghost. This is, in some
sense, the great question of our times. For it may be shown
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that it underlies some of the gravest and most litigated ques-
tions that are now filling our own and other lands with debate
and recrimination. It is on most sides agreed that the infly.
ences of the Spirit are necessary to the church, But what are
these influences, how are they to be secured, and how identj.
fied? Rome and Oxford tell me, only in a cerfain succession,
a mystic transmission of these influences from hand to hand,
and by virtue of certain rites and ceremonies administered
by the hands of those whoare in this succession. To ensure
my own salvation I must lay hold on this electric chain. Its
transmission I must trace by chasing the phantom through the
Dismal Swamp of the dark ages by the fire-ily light of tradi.
tion: and lose my soul unless I can clutch it. How are the
real influences of the spirit best identified? By identifying the
church, that is in this Apostolical succession. I turn to the
New Testament, and is the Holy Spirit who is there revealed
so secured, and are his influences so identified? I rend there
of “the fiuits of the Holy Spirit,” and these, on the Saviour's
own authority are the best tests of the truth. An apostle
appealed to the conversion of souls, producing in them thesa
fruits, as one of the seals of his own apostleship. With Christ
and with Paul warranting me so to do, I choose, then, by
these graces to identify the real presence and operations of the
Holy Ghost. How, as a minister of the gospel, am I to secure
these influences for myself? Shall I have them, because I am
the successor of good men; or the successor of bad men, who
were the successors of worse men, but who were the succes-
sors of better men in ancient times? The succession of the
true church becomes then a question of genealogies, not easily
traceable. Ofscriptural evidence for this claim we see no trace.
Astoits reasonableness, it seems to us just as if in order to secure
my breathing the same breath of life with my ancestors, I should
fill a_gallery with their embalmed lungs and determine to
breathe no other air than that drawn through this channel, and
passing in due order over all these venerable and decaying
remains. Is it thusI am to secure the same air which they
breathed? No, I go for myself to the ever fresh air; and the
atmosphere that played around Adam is eddying in its fiercer
blasts or sighing in its gentler gales around me also.

breathe it, and I need to breathe it, fresh and fresh, every hour
of my life with my own lungs. So is it with the Spirit of
God, the breath ofthe divine [ife. T find it fresh and free, in
the ever-living Deity, and for myself I go to Him, not in my
forefather’s name, but with my own wants, and in the use of
my own reason and conscicnce and affections. And because
no prelatical palm has been prest upon my head, may I not
kneel in my own closet to my own Father in Heaven, and
ask and expect that Spirit which he gives liberally and with-
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out upbraiding? Can I look dispassionately into the New
Testament, or the history of the Christian Church, and be-
lieve that this Divine Agent has pawned and mortgaged his
influences to a great ecclesiastical corporation, and pledged
himself to trickle out of their fingers exclusively, in baptism
and ordination, into men’s hearts—that he has made this out-
ward and corporeal act of theirs to constitute regeneration, and
that theirs is the only valid ministry—and that he has thus
made them exclusively the true church, and given them the
monopoly of all the promises, all the immunities, and all
the blessings that make up the heritage of God’s true Israel 2
Can I believe that Owen and Baxter, Bunyan, Watts, Pearce
and Carey were only usurpers of the pastoral office, schis-
matic and, intrusive ministers, whom God neither commis-
sioned nor approved? Can I believe that these men wers
out of the line of grace, while Bancroft and Sancroft, and
the Hildebrands and the Borgias of Rome were in that line ?
If it be so, all my views of the real nature and agency of
the Divine Spirit need to be changed.

So, in the question as to the revivals of our times, the pre-
liminary inquiry must still be what is the true nature, and
what the genuine fruits of the Holy Ghost, There are un-
doubtedly seasons when God’s Spirit is largely poured out,
and sinners in numbers are converted; and it becomes the
duty ofthe Church of God to make continuous and unwonted
efforts for the conversion of souls. And it is equally indu-
bitable, that thereare scenes of false excitement, where there
is much of groundless hope and spurious profession. How
shall T meet these great questions, but by just views of the
Spirit of God, and a clear judgmentas to what constitutes His
trueinfluences? Presumptuousindeedwere ittocondemn where
God blesses. Even Balaam dared not do this. And equally pre-
sumptuous it is to bless what God has not done, and to defend
scenes where amid tumult, and disorder, and strong agitation,
there may have been as little of real piety as in the ecstatic
dances of the whirling, howling dervishes of Scutari.

So we meet in our times with the claims of a new revela-
tion urged in behalf of Mormonism, and on its part as well
as that of Romanism with a claim to the power of working
miracles. Let me know justly the nature and operations of
the Divine Spirit, and I have the best test by which to try
these claimants and their claims. The arrogant Rationalism
and T'ranscendentalism, again, that we meet at home, and the
idolatry and superstition encountered in the missionary fields
abroad, all alike, in discussing and exposing the elementary
errors on which they rest, require us to return again to the
elementary question, what is the Spirit of God, and what are
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ltlﬁ.; ::ﬂuencw, and where the criterion by which to recognise
3. The church is called, ngain, amid such sce
1 : nes .
!f‘cr:n also, tlgxt}f" thel;e be in the third Person of the ?d:::l?lle
Ty 1t}i,‘ a Spirit of T'ruth abroad, there is also a Spirit of er-
zor.” el::s powerful indeed, but full of activity, skill, and
enes gri;m is co}x;ruptmg and deluding the nations. Voltaire
and ma ){)lzmo}t1 er scoffer has owed often his keen wit and
priliar wasasp 1\&ezmes to one whose unconscious dupe and
(ool he was. fu.ny a leader in error, proud of his successand
pis owi ’ tI1n o hproselytes, knows little of the true source of
ns 0w ilengt , and who it is that has suggested his
o avils, and instigated his successful jeers at truth
2 0((311'6 lfin zgl tlﬁIlspn'a.tlonhof 1evﬂ as well as an inspiration of
. And this none the less, because there are so
zt::lnd(;nme; in our world to deny the very existence of Eﬁg
ar as_ie ﬁ.e w:ul égﬁqght, and Paul’s philosophy will stand yet,
: s fighting against spiritual wickedness in high
Efafl':'s’ and Satan was in his view the ruler of the darkness
o f clfu “lrorldl. Terrific as was the array of secular power
and crt lfntt}:a’r toltzlxtt hI;agllrgnd hlsdmnrt};lr associates were called
unte throne, and in the arena of the crowde
aggsilrxlt:‘e;:ﬁ% ;mphnheix‘tre, he thought little of this, in comCE
e ih ¢ e ott:ler‘.‘ For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood inst};?l aurlfl , “but against principalities, against pow-
spi;'i tE:l s kedn ers of the darkness of this world, against
piritual wickedness in high places.”t And well is it for our
aid against such a foe, alike vigilant, malignant, artful and
mighty, that we can call upon a Divine, O:mnip;esent, Om-
gsme_nt and Ommipotent helper. Then we know our Father's
eaning when he casts to us from the everlasting “hills
1\)\rhence our help cometh,” the promise: ¢ Not by might, nor
; goso}\:rgr, bug by my Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts.” ’For
thoy tghemv;?l le, and inaudible, this is the plenitude of might,
and the 318 ?’ctlop of power, all-pervading, silent and resist-
o, e gravitation that binds together the material uni-
In his omnipresence he is encompassi
¢ passing the world as an
;ll:)rllac;sphere of moral mﬂugnce. And as tTle air above you
hol “n:ha sf;atp of suspension the vapors and moisture that
perza‘dinoe tting time descend to enrich the earth, so this all-
pervading, fqver—}ll)resent Agent holds in suspense for hischurch
e dews a thousand summers of spiritual fruitfulness, the
o g 'n're to call forth a thousand coming harvests.
y gaze disconsolately over wide wastes of heathenism all

* 1 John, iv. 6. 1 Ephes. vi. 12.
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parched and black with barrenness. But at God's will, the
clouds of mercy may gather and blacken and burst over that
dry and thirsty land, and the fountains of the great upper
deep be broken up. ‘Then the earth is at once deluged out of
the fulness of the Godhead, with the quickening showers of
spiritual life, and all nations yield their millennial harvest to
the Lord our God and our Redeemer. Prayer, the prayer of
faith shall gather and pierce those clouds.” And though as

et the distant shower may hang far off and seem but asa
cloud like a man’s hand in size, it may bring, if it so please
God, abundance of rain, and the whole earth be glad for its
coming.

Let us bless the Holy Ghost, then, for all that He nowis to
the church; for all that He has been in days past for our
forefathers ; and for all that He'is pledged, in the sure word
of prophecy, yet to be in the latter days. As an Asso-
ciation of Christian Churches, let us with more simple faith
anticipate, and with more patient and constant supplication

invoke, his influences. And as individuals, let us remember

ever that we have no commission for the exercise of this

Christian ministry, and no passport into the Paradise of God,
except that which bears His signature.

Let us never, by an undue reliance on worldly resources
and carnal wisdom, reason and cavil ourselves back into the
infatuation of those who knew not even that there was any
Holy Ghost. But let us seek His influences as an unction
from the Holy One, that may abide in us, and no man then
need teach us, for we shall be taught of God. And in the

reat questions of our own and all other times, this is the

pirit of Truth that is to adjudicate in every controversy, en-
lighten all darkness, remove all difficulty, banish error, es-
tablish truth, and perfect holiness, and thus restore unity.

In our youthful ministry, Jet us recognise the prerogatives
of the Holy Ghost, and implore his influences to aid the church
in trying, and the Theological School in training those whom
He has selected and whom He is to endow. Letusmnot bya
worldly “philosophy” and its «yain deceil” be ¢ plundered’
of vital truths, but let us with a vigilant jealousy guard the
principle that it is not the church which gives the christian
minister his true credentials, nor is it the Seminary by her

diploma that confers them. The church but endorses what
the Spirit only has the right to sign, and no manis duly called
into the ministry who is not called of God the Holy Ghost,

and by him endowed.
And whatever the afilictions that may befal us here, let us

prefer all privation

and toil and suffering to the abandonment




