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The wifilom thar is from above, is firfl pure,
shen peacealle, gontic, and cafy tv be ntrcaied, full
of mercy and gova fivits, twithout partishity, aud
without hipecrify. James 3. 17. |

\II I neceflity of a well regulated
government in civil States, s ac=
Luowlcdgcd by all ; and the im-
portance and benebr of true Chrif=
tianity, in order thereto, is no lefs certain.
For the great Author of it aflures us, that
his difciples are the fu/t of the earth, and the
light of the world, Mat. 5. 13,14. That is,
lns religion 1s as nccefliry tor the well-being
of lmman {focicty, as falt is to preferve fmm
putrifaction, or aslight is to direct our way,
and to guard againft enemies, confufion, and
mifery., This is evident, becaule 1il, The
univerfal rule of equity, enjoined by curLord,
has the moft natural and etfectual tendency
to promote extenfive union of any means in
the woiid : And both our f{riends and our
encmies know, that cur falvation and welfare,
as a people, greatly depends rhereupon. ad,
His precepis plamly require, the vielding to
all their dues, tait htulned i every ftation,
beuevolence to al', and the working ill to
none. 3d, A regard to all thefe things s
cnforced  with the certain promifes of Liis
help and blenurgy, wur tune Al ciernity, to
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thofe who pleafe him ; and with as fure de-
clarations of eribulation and wrath, Jdiftrefs
and anguifh, upon every loul of man that
doeth ¢vik.  And who can help feetng, that
thefe things are as iieceliary to the welfiwe of
fociety, as fult and liohr are for our bodics ?
But it to, why have fuch quarrels and oppret:
fions, fuch deceit and crueley, been practifed
tor many ages under the Chritliain nawme ?
The anlwer in general muft be, becaule many
miftakes, and corrupt principles have been
covered with that lovely namc ; of which the
following are not the leaft,

1. A conceit that religion giver the fubjects.
of it, a right of dominion ovey the perfons
and properties of others. Whichis as contrary
¢o the laws of Chrift, as darkucfs is to light ;*
and is the evil that all conrention comes trom,
Prov, 13. ro. This moved {uch as called
themftives Chriftians in Europe, to clatin the
property of infidelsin America ; irom the poi-
fonwherec! we are not yet thoroughly purged.

2. Infteaa +F holding fatt THE Form of
Tound words, which: r~quires our fapreme re-
gard to God, and the icving of our neighbor
as ourfelves, men hu.e invented 4 rornm of
godlinefs,to cover fe/f-love with ; under which
they have been faljc accufers, and fierce defpifers
of thofe that are good. 2.'Tim. 1.13 and 3.1---5.
Under this mafk, one generation after another

¢ Mat. 10, 11---14. Luke1e, 5---31, 1Cer, 10, 323 1Peter 2,12,
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have cat the reproach of their own wicked-
refs upon others, and have made a prey of
{fuels as have departed trom their evils, i,
59. 15.  Aud whar lels than cthis, has been
done to the Baptiits, for above two hundred
years ? 1t is moft evident that the mad adtions
atMuniler, in 1533, proceeded from a conceit,
at the {word was then coniecrated to the
iriftian caufe, fo that thofe who had got it
into their bands were to enforce their religi-
ous fentiments thereby. Which conceit never
was admitted by any Raprift church that we
kpow of, ecither in Dritain or America ; yet
the rulinig partics in both counurics, have held
that evil faft, while cthey have, not only re-
proached the Baptifts with the {candalsit has
produced, but allo have often made a prey of
them for departing therefrom.

tl
cl

3. By thele means parrialicy has been ef-
tablithed by law, and men have been empow-
ered to give away the money, and to judge the
caufes, of fuch us they were iurercfled againtt.

Teftimonies againit this 1niquity, have not
only been given by diflenters from the eftab-
lithed worthip in this country, but alfo by
fome of the greatefl men among the congre-
gationalifts ; tho’ Iittle regard was paid there-
to. In 1656 the town of Ipiwich mapofed a
tax upon all the inhabitants, for a minifter’s
{cttlement, tor which diftrefs was made.---
Wharenj-on one ¢ their greatelt rulers prov-
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cd, from the firll principles of government,

that reprefentarives havc no right te give a-
way any motiey, but only for the good of the
whole commuuity ; and that the taking of'iv a-
way from ane perlen or party,and givi, git to
aunodlier, was TYRANNY. ¥ Aud ciue oi their
chief minters, who had been attached there-
ra, till he faw thie faime meafures meted to
them again, by the tyrant Andros; was lo
much enh;)hwncd therel )y, &8 to {ee, that a
man has 3 right wo all bis temporal enjoy-
*1:c11t‘<‘bdo c Lie becomes a Chrtitian, which
ne ts fo far from lofing by embracing Chrifti-
».,.,lity, becaule e does ot happen to be of the
uppermoft party, that he tuid, ¢ For an up-
permott party of Chriflians, to punifh men in
their temporal cuioyments, becaule thc‘*y dif~
fcnt from them in fomercligious opraicns, or
with an exclufion trom the temporal enjoy-
nients wh uch would juftly belong to them, i3
a RCBBERY.” T ﬁ.zm in the year 1500, he
plainly brovcd that Chrith has given the right
of chufing ali church ofiicers, to the bretliren
in each particular churels 5 from whence he
alferted that it would be c1voNIcaL to af-
in that this facred priviledge may be pur-
chated with menev. T And the town of Boll
ron, where hie wus miniiler, procured a f{pe-

* Muafs. biftery, vol. 5. p. 291---309. Baptitt hift, p. 310-- 312z,

T Dr. Increafe Mmm s lm., P59, 1 His vindication of gofpel
order, p, 67, 68,
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vial a&t of the atfembly, to exempt them from
this fimony, whigh has been impolcd upon the
country ever fince. It any engui- ~ how ty-
ranny, {imony, and robbery came to be in-
troduced, and to be practifed fo long, under
the Chriftian name? The anfiver is plain, from
the word of truth. It was by deccitfil reafon-
ings from the hand-writings which Chrift bloz-
zed out, and nailed to his erofs.  Col. 2. 8, 14.
In thofe writings direftion was given to Ifs
rael, to feize the lands and goods of heathens,
to make flaves of them ; and in other refpeéss,
to make a vifible dillindtion in their dealing
betwixt their own brethren and all others.
A bigh prieft was alfo fct up at the head -of
their worfhip, who, with his family, were to
have the whole direction thereof'; and at whofe
fentence unclean perfons were to be excluded
from their camyp ; unclean houfes pulled down
and removed ; and who bad power to turn
even a king out of the temple, And who
can defcribe all the fuperitition, blind-devo-
tion and church-tyranny, that have been™
bro’tin by deceitful reafonings from thence ¢
Whereas the new teftament plainly thews, that
the church of Ifrac! was typical of the elect
among all nations, Their literal enemies
tvpes of the faints {piritual foes, and the gain
they made of them, figurative of the advan-
tages believers receive from tribulations and
perfecutions. That their prielthood were
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types of Chrift and his faints ; and officeys
are never called prieils in rhe new teftament,
ia dillintion {rom other b lievers. And in
thefe and a great number of ctaer initances,
thc comparing ef type and antitype togeiher,
is very ialtruciive aad edifying ; but the in-
vention of oflicers, orders, and cercinonics, in
the Chriftian church, to aniiver to thoie of the
chs yea, and to exceed them, as the Chrif-
tian privileges were to be the greateft, is the
very way that myftery Babylon was built ;

which myftery is ever to be known by thefe
two infallible marks.

t By not holding THE HFap, even the
ONE LAWGIVER, inwhom the churchis com-
PLETE ; but impofing ordinances upon her, af-
ter tihe doc’h ines and commandments of men, which
have a fhew, but not the reallity, of wifdom.
Col. 2. 10, 19---22. Jamcs 4. 12.

2 By notallowing each believer to alt as be
has been taught, but others, puft up with a ﬂcjbly

mind, aflame the power to judge for them in
teligious matters. Col. 2. %, 16---18.

And can any religious eftablithment by hu-
man laws be found, without, at lealt, thefe
marks of the beait, and the number of his name,
which is the number of a man. 1In the typical
ftate of the church, the number fix, whether
in weeks, months or years, was defcriptive of
fcafons of fatigue and labour, and the feventh
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wf cach, weire refling times.  So the beaft can
ge oo turther than the toiling number, whea
cier it e oan unics, tens, or nundreds. But
thoic wno jrad woiten the victory over the
bow. and over his unage, an'l over his mark,
aud over Jhe number oihisname, wereteen by
Joha, in his vilion, flanding upon the tea of
glafs, iinging thelongof viotes;andoftheLamb,
Rev.r: s8and 15. 2, 3. Now as the pure
word of God is compared toglafs. 2Cor. 3 18,
Yames 1. 23 --235. does not this viiron 104
preient the rett and joy that oclievers will
hind, upon their getting victory over all the
inventions of men, when they ihall ttand and
act intirely upon divine truth, whiclhhis as
ciear as ¢ryftal, and enforced by divine ine
fluence, compared to fre ? jer. 23, 29. Rev,
4, 5. 0.  And is it not flrictly true to fay,
+iiac the whole ot the lure ecclefiattical laws of
this province, were commandments ot men,
which empowered the ruling party to ju lge
tor the redt in religious atlairs, and to entorce
that judgment with the fword.  There has
been fo much of real chritianity in this conn-
try, from its ficlt plantation, as greatly to
check and reftramn the poiforious infiucnce
of this partality ; but the nature of it 15 ne-
ver the better tor that. So far from it, that
while fome are trying to cover themdclves
with all the gooa things that have been a-

B
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mong us, and front thence are denying that
they have oppreffed any ; others are catching
at thoie evils, to fhicld themfel, cs apaindd the
truth.  Many in.the State of Whode Jlind,
bolfter themfelves up in an wncligions way,
by the ftories they huve heard of the injufs
tice and cruelty which the Maflachufctts and
Connecticuts did to their tathers, under a re-
higious mafk ; while thar very irrelizion isof-
ten recurred to, as a prevailing argament for
a rcligious partiality in thele otlhier States,
And though we have great caufe of thank-
fininefs, for the light, to diftingu'fh things
more clearly, which has lately been granted,
and rhat our honored rrles have dilcovered
{fo much of a regard to equal religious liber-
ty ; yet, left the fame fhouid be fully allowed,
} hear that fome plead, that if rulers have no
richt to eftablifh any way of religious wor.
fhip for its own {ake, they have 2 right to do
it for the good of civil fociery.  The import
of which plea, in my view, is juft this viz.
That becaule religion is a means of ¢reat good
to human fociety, therefore rulers ought to
improve their power to dcflroy the means,
in order to accomplifh the end !

For the whole of rcligion is to fear God, and
keep H s comma.dments 3 with a realizing view,
that HrE will oring every work inte prigment,
with cvery fecrer thing, whether it be good or evil.
Aud the teaciung oi his fear by the preccpts of
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% wen, is 1he dircé way to confufion and ruin.
kccl. 12, 13, 14, Mai. 29. 13--21. God has
ex preisly armed the magiftrate with the fword,
to punith fich as work ill to their ncighbuu: 5 ; and
his faithinlnels in that work, and our obe-
di-ace to fuch authority, 15 enforced hy thofe
great motives. Rom. 13. 1+-10. 1. I'im 2.
2, 3. Butitis evident, that the {word is cxe
cluded from the kingdom of the Redcemer,
anl that he gave this, as a fufiicient proof,
way it did not interfere with the government
of civil ftates. John 18. 36. And it is ime
poiible to blend chuich and ftate togeth-r,
witiiout violating our Lord’s commands to
both. His cominaad to the church is, Put
a:way from ainoag yourfelves that wicked perfon. His
command vo the ftate is, Ler both grow together
wnril the barveft, 1. Cor. 5. 13. Mat. 13. 304
33---43. Dbutichas appeared for thefe thou
fand years, that pure gofpel difcipline in the
church, 15 very litile, it at all known, in flace
eflablifhmcnts of religion ; and rhat inftead
of letting conformifts thereto, and diflenters
therefrom, grow together, or cujoy equal
worldly privilege«, the fword has been em-
pinved to roor up, and to propave war againft,
all fuch as put not into the mouths of the -
tu"lithea teachers, who are the means of up-
holding fuen rulers as pervert all equiry, Jei. 5.
31. Micah. 3. 5---11. [t is naw well known
pmong s, that the having of temporal pro-
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perty in our own poiwer, {o as not to have it
taken away v without our confent, is the t:.:.:~
ing pomt of all civil frecdom. &nd it is e\'tm
“dent,from the above paﬂagcs and many o:hers,
that the arming any to tuke it away with the
fivord, undc. a nhmous mefk, is the greatelt

¢ngine of tyr.mnv in the vxox Id.

The cclcmated Bl(hOp of Cl(,ccﬂcr wIote
volunin, about forty vears cgo, wholly v pou
this argument, that rulers ouglit to kecp up
g religious c.tabhﬂlmex t for the gnod of ci 11
focwt) Fe¢ owns that the church vwas 01101-
nally a f)c1cty, diltinét from, and .udunlld(‘n..
of the ftate = But denies her being ce vp ‘e
without an 1111411& therew 1th Which'is 2
plaln mark of the bLeaft, as I lm before
vroved. 1 he motives that he IJ\ 5, the m wu{'
tratchas fortakmg the churchinto dhance,are
to preferve the effence aad puriry of religion,
to apply 15 mﬁuenm for the guod of the flate,
and to prevent the mifchief it might othern 11(‘
occafion thereto. Ta prove th at the 1lnnxl~
trate thould be concernced to prefcr\e the pu-
yicy of rclxglon, he fays, “« Obferving tr szf, i3
¢ acting as things rea)lv arc ; he who acts as
7 things really are muft gain his end ; all dif=
%« appointment proceeding from adlng a5
e thing’s leally are not.” x Very well. bu"
docs he prove that the caufe of truth,
promotcd by thc '1lhance hc p‘cads fox N

-
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he is f» {zr from proving that point, that np-
on anoiher turn of hisdifcourfe, he flatly de-
nicsite; 21d, in order to prove that his {cheme
did ¢nt interiere with the right of private

j ismeat, he poficively aflerts, that for rulers
to ¢ .olifh ane religion becaufe it is the truth,

is wipd, as the 'y have no right to judge for.
oth r< in {uch matters ; and alfo that it is
aplird, to fuppofe fuch an end could be at-
tuined thereby ; as tae eltablithed religion all
thc world over will ve the mac*ﬂlratcs s that

is, favs he, ¢ For one place where the true
« religion is cltabiifhed, the folfe will be efs
¢ tablithed in a thoufand.” * And when he
was told of this abfurdity, he had no better
wav to anfwer it, than by faying,*¢ 1 mean a
¢ lerizimare policy, that ever puriues comron
¢ urilicy.” Of which it feems he did not fup-
pofe there was above onein a thoufand. Nei-
tier can his icheme admit of fo much as that: -,
foi in the fame page he [ays, I he fupreme
¢ mazsi‘irate is acknowledged Fead ot the reli-
¢ ol.n.” T And as Chritt is the only head of
the true church, and thofe rulers ‘hat are zarfc
in7 farthers thereto, Eow down to the authority
he hat o7 zblifhed therein ; they who fet them-
felvcs 1p as heads of any religion are guilty
of wwhy «tuin,from whence noiegzzzmazc offspring
can ever procecd. Ifa. 49. 23. Rev. 18. 3.

Mr. Locke fays, ¢ A church is a free and

% Page 248, 249. 1 Page 97, N
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voluntary fociety. No bo.ly isborn a membes
o1 «ay church, othewife the rehgion of purents
would defceird unto children, by the. fame
ripht of inheorpance us their temporal eftates ;
aud cvery oune would hoeid bis faith by the
{fame tenure he does his lands 3 than which
nothing can be imagined more zbiurd.” *
Yet in reality this imaiuaiion lics at the bot-
tom ot all this controverly, By deccerriul rea-
{fooinps irom the jewith hana-wriings, nida
have been brougat to imngme themielves to
be born msembers of the chiian churciy, and
therefore have had the token of memberthip
put upon them in their infancy ; and from
thence hold, that the fame power which de-
feads thewr lands,fhouldiupport their religion.
And they have no beteer colour for acculing
the Baptiits of cxwreme rigidncets, and of dil>
obedience to authority, than becaufe they
cannot in confcicnce give their aflent to thefe
two points. As{or thole who fay, That relipion
would oo fail from among us, and human
learning alio, if 1orce was not ufed to fupp.it
mini'ters,let them coniider,thatthote who h- e
a torm, but deny the power of Godlinels, are
ver leariing,and vever able to come to the knowlc.log
of the TRUTH ; and that they creep into bou! s,
inftead of going in wprightly, 2.Tim. 3. 5---7.
It 1s molt certain that Chriftianity was fouuads

*  Q.oleration p. 17, § Baptift biftory, p. 483,
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ed tpon the TRUHT ; and that it prevaited
glorioufly, for three centuries, by the power
of i, withont the help of the foord. And
that deceit and amazoag ignorance followed
the inuehiction of (he tvord to fupport mi
niiters.  And idhe town of Bofton have found
equu! religious hiverty to be fo friendly to
human learning, that for thefe thirty yearg
palt ‘hey have been chicfly beholden for i<
nhitiers, to ditrit collepes where fuch Liberty
is enjoyed, to the neglect of (he mercenary
fons of Cambridge, though within fight of
their own doors. Maay of whom by read-
iz other men’s works to country parifhes,
have got fettled in the miniftry ; after which
the pezople have been compelled to fupport
them from year to year, let them be ever fo
little edified by them. Is not thisa crepiug
into houfes ? And though fuch are apt to
turn a deaf ear to all the remonfirances of
{cripture and reafon, yet perhaps the follo've
ing fa¢ts may convince them, -hatic is out of
their power to bring their old ecclefiaffical
laws into our mnew conidtution of governs
ment.

I. They haveloft much of the religicus ine
fluence which fi, it iatrodvced that {cheme in-
to this country. Governor Winthrop, a farhep
to that cauie, was a man of emiacnt piety and
devorion, and of fuch iclt denial, as tofell an
eitate in England of aboveiix hundred pound
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fterling a year, much of which he (ent in
promoting a religious{ettlement nerc ; v fiere,
for all his vaft pains and fervices in th. go-
vernment, he had fcarce a fixth part oi .hat
income for his fallery. A like religions 5 ‘ja-
ence appeared in many other of their rul s,
And were can that party now tind tach mi >
gers, to inforce their laws as the ftamous _o:-
ton, Hooker, Norton, Mitchel, and ot.uers
were ? yet with 2ll that help, theie eiaolifth-
ment was {o weak,whein it was fitity yeaue wld,
that one of their greateft miniters compared
it to a fmall boat, and only one Bap:il. tucicty
in the colony, to the ballaft of a grear [fiip,
which would fink-it. * .

II. The influence of religion is now againft
them. The two capital points of purity and
liberty that our fathers came to this country
for, are, that noné fhould be rectived to tuil
sommunion without a ¢redible profefhon of
regeneration ; and that a partieular churcli
thus couftituted is the higlieit religious judi-
cature upon earth, to whom councils are on-
ly advifory. But thirty-nine ycars after
Bofton was fcttlcd, a number of minitlers af:
filted in forming a church there; in open fee
peration from the firit church in the town,be-
caufe the new invention of the half-way co-
venant was excluded therefrom. T And the
apoftacy prevailed fo faft, for thirty years, a$

«® Baptit bifosy p. 494, 544 T Ivid. p. 388, 405,
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te move Di.locreafe Mather then to declare,
that it it thould do o for thirty years more,
the moft conlcjentious peopleinNew-ngland
would think themicives concerned to gather
churches out of churches, * It was then becon“

a natter of difpute, whether any church was
intided to the protection of the laws, if the
refuled o be contrauled in the choice of mis
nifters, by other minifters, and the parifh.
And torty four years .lﬁ’el, that queition was
deiided in thhe negative, when, becaule the
ficit church in Canterbury refuted 1o receive
the minifter they had provided for her, a fo»
parate chirch was formed in the place t and
faid miniiter was ordained over 1t ; aind no
better enconrajement was given to the firfk
church, by the ordaining u)unml than only
the ufe of their influence with the leaiflature
of the colony, that iaid chirch mizht obrain alk
lesal religious privileses whenever Lhcy defired
it. I And becaufe they did not defire any
new mcorp\namm from the ﬁ'.du,, prt only
protection from injaries, .heir goods wera
fpoiled, and their perfons imomifoned, for fif-
teen years to {upport a winifter they never
chofe,and hal no more relief afforded to ‘hem,
either by miniiters, or civil officers, thu:u the

C
* Vindication of gofpel orcer. p. 12,

& A'ike feparation wa: mads ar Middleborough the fame year.
1 Filh's cxamiacer examipied. p, ;6.
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prieft and levite gave to the man that fell
among thieves. Conf{ciendous people in other
places waited a year, after Canterbury church
was thus {tripped of all legal privileges, and
then began to gather churchesout of churches
in imitation of the firft churches ofthis coun-
try. And though their minifters have often
been reproached with the name of /ay-zeachs
¢rs, yet we can prove, that their ordinations
were derived, in a divect line of fucceflion,
from the baptilt minifter that Dr. Mather
helped o ordain in Bofton in 1718 ¥ And
now, within thefe ten years, it has plainly
appcarcd by their own publications, thut the

misifters who are moft carneft to keep up
their ccclefiaftical laws, are againdt requiring
a profefiion of regeneration in order for full
communion ; and that they hold, that when
a minifter is fettled in any parifth, the court
muit compel them to fepport him, until he,
or other minifters, conient to his difimifion,
even though the church thould conviét him
of {candalous immoralities. I Which has
cooled the zeal of multitudes for thofe laws,
and fundry of their moft capable minifters
now appear againit them. Six years ago one
cf them faid to Connecticut legiflature, ¢¢ The

affairs of the {tate, « ' the proper province of

* This is mentioned to filer.ce thrir cavils, and not becaufe our au«
tho' ity depends upon a local line of fuscefhon.

1 Bapuf bift. p. 109, 110. See olton cafe,
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’

civil rulers : as to the church of Chrifr, be
content to let it ftand upon its own proper
gofpel foundarion, regulated by its own laws,
and guarded and enforced by its own {ancti-
ons. On this foundation fhe has fiood, in her
belt days; on this foundation fhe can yet fland,
and mult {frand and live forever. And though
fhe may appear weak and feeble, and ready
to fall ; yer the interpoficion ot wurldly pow-
er to eitablifh her, and civil policy to defend
her, will only joltle her foundations, and fink
her the lower.” ¥ Which{entiments he con-
firms by the writings of Dr. Watts and others.

III Senfible experiencc is againft thofe
faws. Under our firft charter earncit attempts
werce made to citablifh the government of the
churchover the world ; and under the fecond,
to eftablifh the power of the world over the
church., But the edects of both have been fo
pernicious, that many cannot bear to hear of
them ; and have made bitter complaints a-
gainit me for publithing fome of them to the
world. But if it be a crime inme o publifh
them, what mudt ic be in thofe who cozimit red
them ! And will any now plead tor apra.ice
cither under the name of religion, or ot doiayg
good to human fociety, that wili aot bear the
Light ! Canterburv, Plainficld, aadh et s,
alter ufing violent methous to tuppor thar

* Ele%ion fo mon at Hartford, Ma} YR TR Moo Wamere,
“:‘L‘%l:uxo’,th S



70 True P(Dfify 7'm]zt£rc'!

minifters, have been conflrained to ditmifg
cach of them, and to come down to a frieadly
way of treating their neighbours, vhom they
had injured thereby 5 and, in {undry inttan-
ces, to contels their faalts to then.  And a-
mong rhe many hundred inflances of making
ditre(s for minidters inpparcin our day, 1have
not heard of ong, but wiat Lias ciufed fome
conviction of the impolicy, if not of the -
picty, of that praltice. Therctore,

IV. If it is continued among us, it muft be
by naked vivlenes. 1t has hercrotvie been co-
vered with gond werds anl fair fpeecoes, bur we
now know, that itis tounded in parsiafiry, and
cavfed divifions cud offcacey, conirary to the dodlriie
of Chrijfl. * And he commands us all, to mark
ana avoid fuch teachers, as we would eicape his
curfe, Rom. (6. 17, 13. Gal. 1. ¢9. 2 John,
1o, 11. Thole who bicnd church and flate
together, ufually viclate Chriit’s commands
to both. His command.to the church is, Pu.
eway from ainong yourfelves thar wicked perfon.
Fiis command to the Stote, is, Lot both grow
qogerher witil the harucft. 1 Cor. 5. 13. Mat.
¥3. 30. 28--41.  But pure gofpe!l difcipline
has been very Lictle Known in {tae-eflablifh-
ments of relicton ; where conformifts and dil-
fenters, have been fo far frpm being allowed
%0 grow segecher, in the enjoyment of equal ¢i-

# Bopul Lift, v, 122, 135, c24. Appendix p. 114
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vil privileges, that the {word has often been
empioyed to rost up, and to prepare war againf}
thot: who put not irzo the mouils of the etlabe-
lith=d teachers ; while fuch teachers have been
the means of upholding rulers,in perverting all
equiry ; and {o of bringing ruin, inftead of good
to the ftate. Jer. 5. 31. Micah 4. 5---12.
The Fpifcopalians covercd their pleas for hav-
ing bithops eftablithed inAmeric2, with many
plaufible pretences ; but their wifdom failed
them. Tor in the mid{t of thofe pleas they
have owned, that a bill for that purpole
had afmoft got through the parliament when
Quecea Ann died, which was defeated thereby.
And that though their party have been watch-
ing ever fince, they never could find fuch a-
nother favourable opportunity, ’till now in
1767.% And thofe who arcverled inthe hiftory
of the narion know, that the liberties thereof
were in eminent danger when the taid Queen
died, which never were in {o great danger
fince, dll the fcheme was invented to tax
America; upon which, it feems, Bithops were
to have been fent over.  Ta prevent wihich
Or. Chauncy plainly denied that any ftate had
a right to make religious eftablithments. And
thoagh they wied to defend that right, yet,
in reply to it, he faid, ¢ The religion of Jelus,
has f{uffered more from the excercife of this

# Chandler’s appeal, p. 5o --54,
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pretended right, than from all other caufes
put together 5 and it is with me, paft ail
doubt, that it will never be reflorcd to its
primitive purity, timplicity, and olory, uniil
rcligious eftabiiihments are fo broughe.down
as toBE NO x04t” * Thefe are the words of
the minifter, wno has wricten the mo!?, for
thefe 40 years, touphcld the eftablifiment we
compliain of, of any m.n apon carth. And
wiicn I mencioaed his firlt denial of that right
Iaft fall, a writer appeared in the Boiton Ga-
zette of November 2, and charged mc with
sgrorance, tor caling their ecclefiuitical laws,
an eitablithmien: ; and with impuaence and
alufz, for writing arainft them. Arnd on Déc.
Y28, he faid, ¢ In our laws, wiich relate to the
fetclement and fupport of miniiters, I am not
able to find any thing thar has the appearance
ef cltabliihment. Allthe variousdenominations
of Proteftars are treied alike---ail Proteftants
are, therecinre, in the view of our laws, §
EQUALLY orinsdox.” Now as our legiflature
have comtanddy calied thofe laws an citablith-
ment, for thele etvhty-feven years, they are
involved with me,in tais charge of ignorance ;
and as the party they were niude for, refufed
to own the cruth in that refpect, it feems that
our honored Reorctentatives thought ic high
sime to ditcard fu.bh Laruing. and to appoint

* Chsuncy’s r ply to Chandl:r's defence. 1770, p, 154, 143.
1 A wmore “laiing taifboud could ool Le uiend iemn taan
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a minitar to preach to them, who was in
¢ru:;a friend to the liberty others made a
fa.f> preteace of. True wildom is, therefore,
{n :ar from favouriig thofe laws, that the
Joliv of foel- has becn now made ufe of to up-
heid them:.  Frov. 14. 8. Aud can they ftand
unon fiich a bottom | Men have three things
to b concerned for, namely, foul, body, and
eftatc.  The two latter belong to the magif-
tratc’s jurifdiction, the other does not. There
is a learned profeflion fuited to each of thefs
intereils 3 yet every man and every woman
have long beeo allowed that Lberty, about
phyficians and lawyers, that has becen denied
them obout foul-guides. And can my dear
countrymen any longer fufier officers to de
that out of their province, which they dare

not do init!

As no man can have a right to judge for
others in toul-affairs, fo they never could con-
vey fuch a right to their reprefentatives; there-
fore, all tiic taxes, to fupport religious wore
fhip, and judgements in fuch cafes, that have
been amoug us, were a taxing of us where
we were not reprefented, snd impofing jud-
ges upon us wiio were interefted againft us,
‘Which meafures God has again meted to this

“courtry in a mof! terrible manner. Self-love,
under the {pecicus namic ot government, and
a concern fur the public good, Las moved,
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and now moves, the Britons, to a&t towards
us like incarnate devils. And fddfdove in
thic country, by finking our public credit,
has expoled us to greater danger, than all their
fleets and armies could do. The {word, di-
reted by wile councels, has been the grand
‘means of our defence againft thofe invaders ;
and infidels mutt fee, that an invifible power
Ras turned the fcale in thofe matters, one way
and the other, from time to time, entirely
out of the reach of human forefight. And
how ftrong is the argument from hence, for
faithfulnets in all rulers, 1o the truft repofed
in them ; and faithfulnefs in their conftitu-
ents, to fupport them therein ? yea, and for
faithfulnefs alio in minifters and people, to-
ward each other, as they will anfiver therefor
to the Judge of all. It was before proved,
that the vfe of the fword, againft {uch as work
11l to their neighbours, is exprefsly warranted
by the new-tettament. And the time when
itis to be laid afide is plainly marked outin
the prophecies ; namely, when the knowledge
of God {hall have fuch extenfive influence, thac
there thall be none ro bure or defiroy, or even to
make us afraid, Iaiah 11.9. Micah 4. 1---4.
In the mean time, the Redeemer hias exclud-
ed the fword from his kingdom, which he
gives as the reafon why it does not interfere
with the government of wor/dly flates.  John
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‘8. 36. And how can any be truc minifters
of his kingdom; who cainot be content with
all the fupport that his laws and influence
will give themi ! Although the comfortable
{upport of religious minifters, is moft exprefi-
ly requued botli in_the old and new tefta-
meat ; yet the ufe of force to collect it; and
agam{t thofe who have teflihed againft that
pl’ac“ticﬁe, has produced fuch effects in all ages,

as nionc have beer willing to own. But the
Judge cannot be deceiv ed by their deceitful
coverings ; dud tells us all what will become
of thole who a/lzw of fuch deeds, againlt plain
light to the contrary. Mat.23. 2¢4---33. Luke
11. 46---52;

Rulers, minifters and pcople, have now a
fair opportunity given them, to turn from
and quit themitlves of thofo evils ; and 1
carinot but liope they wiil improve it. Eight
years ago {elf-love,under a religious pretence,
had fuch influence in our legiflature; that
tve had no way left, to fuve our friends in
Afhfield from being robbed of their lands,
but by an appeal to Britain:  Awed if tha
evil fhould be ingratted into oirnew plin of
governmeciit; we thould have ro conilitutional
remcdy againit it left upon earth : 'or the
Congrefs refufe to be judges of fuch matters.
We know that Torics had then the chief ma-

nagment of thofle deceittul and crucl proceed-
D
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ings againft us ; and alfo that the king and
council, did not give relief in that cafe, from
a regard to equal religious liberty, (which
they deny at home) but for other ends.
Therefore we have joiried as heartily, in the
‘general defente of our country, as ahy deno-
mination therein ; and I have a bétter opini-
‘on of my countrynien, than to think the ma-
jority of them will now agree, to deny us
liberty of conftience. |

Middleborough, ‘ ISAAC B A C K U S5
HAsguA 13, 1779, Agent Tor the Baptifts i this State,



