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Hiftory of jack Nips.e

CANNOT fay that my father was an Hittite
and my mother an Amonite ; but my father
was a Prefbyterian and my mother a high-fly.
ing, fcpamte New-light. I was asfar frombeing
a New-light myfelf,as men’s hearts are from their

mouths, or as Old-Darknefsis from New-Light "‘_ﬁ |
but when uny of my fchoolfellows got mad at . -

me they would call me a new-licht; andif I afk-

‘d them what a new light was, tb >y would be as

confufed in their anfwers, as if they dxd not know
B. from a bu!l’s foot. Sometimes when I was
reading, they would laugh at me for my. new-

Yight tone ; once in particular as I was reciting a

leﬂ'on toa Latin maiter, he told me not to-preach
lize a new light, but fpeak like a {choiar. This

put me npon fearch into the natere of tones, and

I was foon convinced that a Loly-tere diJ nor

make a holy man ; for fome who had the u\ne‘: :

would be as hypocritical as Lucifer himfelf : but™
the fame perfons who laughed at me for my tone.

bad a difagrecable tone of lying, {wearing and
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fneering at all good fenfe and religion ; yet there
was no harm 1 that tone becaufe it was polite.
Like other boys I withed to be in fathion, and
a6 the Prefbyterians were the mofs fathionable, 1
applied myfclf to the ftudy of theif books,and was
not a little puzzled to reconcile their writings
with my boyifh thoughts. I could not for my
gizzard underftand their orthographv il I was
more than 16 : they would ipeli thus—CIR cir
CUM cam CL i SLD Jfed, baptifm. This, I fay,
puzzled me greatly, and if I atked any body how
hey reconciled it, thy would tell me that great,
lIearned and good men faid it was right, and it
~ would be prefumption in me to call it in quettion.
¥ 1 furthe~ obferved, that fometimes thofe auth-
ors would put the cart before the horfe, as for in-
ftance; where it is faid he that be/svesband is bap-

tifed thall be faved ; they would: have it, he that -

1s baprifed and believeth, thall be {aved; furely
faid I, this is a Prefbyterian tone ; for I did not,
_then know that there wasa Pupift, a Kuflian, or
an Epifcopalian in the world.

Another thing alfo confounded my youthful
thoughts. Men and women would bring their chil-
dren to the minifter to be baptifed, if but cne o€
them were believers, and it was {uppofed that the
frith of one parent was {ufficient to nitiate the
child ; but my thoughts would be runniag thus,
«¢ {s the foul of that child made by God and in-
;utad into the body whilein the womb, oris it
begrotten by the parents? If it is made and infuf-
d ov God, then the children of wicked parents

bring as good fouls into the world as children of .

oood parents do. Butif {ouls are begotten in or-

dinary generation, then regenerate men will bel

. . . t
get regenerate fouls; and wicked mern beget chk;
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ed fouls ; and if Adam was regenerate Lelore he
begat any of his children, by fucceflion down to
this day, we are ail regenerate. But as this was
to me uncertain, I was cafting mine-eyes and
thoughts op my neighbours, Uncle Benfon had -
married atint Nancy,by whom he had a fon,whofe ..
name was Peter.  Uncle was a believer but aunt
was not. Here T had a great query in my mizd, ..
to find from which parent the foul proceeded.. - -
Ariftotte informed me, that the child, 1n animal-.
‘cula, came originally from the mother. Sureln.
then faid I to myfelf, coufin Peter has no right
to baptifm, for his mother is an infidel. . But the
European philofophers faid that the animalcula,
that formed the foestus, came irom the father.
If fo, faid T again, then Peter is a chriftian. But. .
here T was perplexed again : If Peter came into
the world a chriltian, how can he be made a
chriftian by water ? Can a prieft and water make
him what he was before he was bora. Uncle Samy,
faid Peter came into the world 2 chriftian, and .
therefore he had a right to baptifm; but uncle -
Ned infifted upan it, that it was his baptifm that
ade him a chrftian, and confirmed his fentie
ment, by obferving that the name given to him -
in baptifm, was his chriftian name, 1. e. 2 name- ;
given him when he was made a chriftian : but
others declared that the child came half frem each
parent ; then, faid I, Pcter ought not to have but
"half his face fprinkled, for half of it came from
his heathen. mother. ,. |
‘While I was thus s full of thoughrs as Don .
- Quixote was of projedts, I wentto meeting ; and
how was I furprifed, to fce a man and his wife .
. ftand in the broad alley, owning the baptifmak
covenant, as they called it.” Ihad read of bap.
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~ tifim being a command—a fulflling of righteonfd
~ nefs-the anfwer of a good confcience ; but never
' heard it called a covenant before. What wind
' next, faid T within myfelf. But here I foon found
that neither the man nar his wife were believers 3
- that they had never given thamfeives to God, and
. yet were gffering their chiid to him. ‘This made
. e think of uncle Tim,who wduld never give a-
ny of his own intcreft to any bady ; but when he
was at another man’s houfe he would be as lib-
eral as a princein giving to cvery one that came
in- If thofe people, faid I,loved Lier child as
well as they 4o themfelves, they’d never truf it
where they durft not trult themfelves. But after
the prieft had read what he had written for them,
idethey had confented by a bow and curtéey,
he declared that they had a right to allihe privil-
edges of the charch except the Lord's lupper.

The thought that rofe in my mind was this:
they have a right to all the priviledges of that
church ; but have they a right to all or any of the
priviledges of Curist’s church? If by the inno-
cency of the children —~the coufefion of their
parents, or the faith of one or both of them, they
have a right to baptifm,why not to the eucharift? -
'Here I remembered to have read an account of
Cypriaathe African bifhop ; whe, in the middle of
the third century firlt introduccd infant baptifm,
and 2 be conitftent with himfelf, he introduced
infant communion at the fame time.

I could nutbut obferve <vhat force and violence
were ufed on the occafion: the hittle candidate,
who never propofed himfe'f; for indecd had fenfe
enough to know any thing what was guinyg on,
was taken by force, ana noiwithftanding all his
ftruroizs aad fereams, had the name of the trimty
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called over hirs, and was fome how or other thut
up in the pales of the church. Is this chriftian
liberty, thought I more than an hundred times.

About this time, iny father, fchoolmafter and
minilter took much pains to teach me the cate-
chifm : where it is obferved that b2ptifm is not
to be adminiftered to any who are out of the
vifible church, tMtthey profafs their faith in
Chrift, and obedience o his revealed will. - What
in the world of wonders, thought 1, do thefe peo-
ple mean? The man and his wife now in the
troad alley,do not profefs to be believers,and y.t
they claim baptifm for their child, contrary to
that oracular catechifm, compofed by fo many
double DD's, and MA’s. Here my zeal broke -
over all bounds ; and turning to old neighbour
Turnpie, f2id I, do thef: people hold to the Welt-
minfter eatechiim? Yes, faid hey but they are
conftantly gaining more lighty and thereforcal-
tering their modes ; but Rill are the fame people.
~ This mads me think of the Inthman’s knife,
which he kopt for antiquity’s fake, and which
had been his grand-father’s, his father’s and his
owa, and althon, h it had worn out two or three
" blades, and thee or four handles, yet it was the
‘very knite that his grand-father firll boucht.

.After panfing a while, I remezubercd that the
article concludcd thus, i-sithe infants of thofe
who are members of the vifible church are to he
“baptized. You lic, Rev. firs, faid I. What! b:it
tell us that baptifin i, not to_be adminiftered to
any out of the church, and then tell usitis; and
think bovs and men tao will believe your contra-
diftrons ! | ‘ _

Here I (hould kave progeeded, but aman in
the feats not only began to kueck his black flaf,
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- Hut really came and took me by the handeWhat
_now, faid I. He replied I.am a tythingmun to.

" keep order. Here a thoufand theughts rofued in- -
to my mind, {fome of which were as follows : Did
- Jefus or his apoftles ever appoint tything men to
keep boys or men in order ! did they éver give
ordes to civil rulers to make Jws to force peo-
ple to meeting once a month, oPpay a fine ? g)\d
they ever inftitute black ftalves and ftocks to pre.
vent diforder in religious worthip? Have thefe
peanle New-Teftamentauthority to eRablithcreeds
tor-uthers, and go contrary to them themfelves,
and pumifh cthers if they cannot receive their
glaring inconfiftences and abfurdities ! Some fay
the laws of men are the finzws of the cofpel : but
are they not rather the finner’s gofpcf? ISTIOL eV
ery kiad of cruelty and oppreffion executed nnder
the pretext of civil law? have net the majori-
ty m-every part of the world chriftened all their
madaefs and felf will, by the names of civil Luw
and good order 2 Thefe things are fo faid §in my
heart ; but durlt not fpeak, for the tythmgman
held me by the hand.  After mecting was over,
amd I bad cfcaped the black ftad,l returned home °
refillving to read for myfelf. - o

:Qurefully reading the New Teftament, I foand
thac she word rapziee with its various decleaitons,
occurted about ico times ; but in none of thofe
places. did it countenance baby-bapti{na : And as
I had made fome proticiency in Greek, T fearch-
ed the Greek Teftamert and Lexicon, where |
, teund th';lt ba+t:im came from the Greek word
éariza 3 and that the word /priskle came from the
Greek raange : fo that fprinkling could not be
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The Greek baptizs in a few places is tran{lated
awafb ; but as bodies, cups and pltters cannot be
wathed well, by {prinkliug a few drops of water
upon them, { concluded <hat all who undertook

-~ to baptize by fprinkling, iwere religious fluts.

~ About this time my father was often telling
me that he defigged me for the gown ; that I was
of a weakly «con&unon, not able to get a living
out of the ground,and if I cculd turnith ray mind
with letter and theological knowledge, I might
be inducted into a parith, where I mngh& receive
a :ood bencﬁce

But bexe oy fclith hezrt kept 2 mnmng tlms :
my father intends me to b< a minifter ; but does
God Thofe who are fent by men to preach, mﬂ& ‘
look to men for pay ; but thofe who are feint by
GOD muft dep:nd on him,

* If I have but a weakly conftitution,why ﬂw\ia
arunt of a faraily be impoled on a parith to cag
more than he :an work ; If a benefice tempts e -
to ‘preach, I fhall preach for filthy lacre, and w;\t
out of love t» God and fouls. If1 Jezrnto prcau
by rule, I fiall fall upon the plan of Othe:s,

!0‘12 1% !‘8}’\. ‘s and H;m e “rmc»ns, to fgn (& ‘(Qg‘ 3
® bleof wrinng much. And when I have myfg?a» »
mons all penned dewny, I fhall have to pmy,m
for God's aflitance, but for good eyefight. .

" Upor the whole, I concluded that the religk o}

T had been acquainted with, was Jittle more dun

a ftate urick, or court intrigue ; and was there-

fore rfolved to ftudy poiitics- E} thus tige Thad -

gained my 22d year; and being fired with

bmon to know what other men did, I hrit pur-

iaied me a book containing tke fev eral con[htu-

uons of government, adopted in the different -

v flates. léow thought I, I fall be a wils mqq.
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1 had fuch prqgound reverence for the men who

framed thefe conftitutions, that I concluded it
would be prefumption and almoft blafphemy, to
call in queftion a fingle word : but attending to
their fracures I foundthere was not two ofthem
azreed. What, faid I, do great men differ ? boys,

‘women and little fouls do, by§ can learned, wife

patriots difagree fo much in judgment ? If fo,
they cannot all be right,’ but they may all be

wrong, and therefore Jack Nips for himfelf: and

what encoura;ed me to fearch and judge for my-

feif, was this : When I was a fmall boy, I fanci- -

ed that I ftcod in th~ middle of tlie world, and

that the earth extended ro further than my eye-
fight explored ; but people told me that I was
wrong in my judgment; but after 2 few ycars
ftudy, I found 1 was half right. That the'earth
cxceeded my eye-fight, I foon found by experi.

ence, herein I was wrong, But thai I am always

on the centre fpot of the furface of the globe, is
an undeniable truth. And as mature experince
convinced me that my boyilh thoughts, were
fcme of hem right, I conelnded it might be fo
with my itudy in politics.

The Maffachufetts confti:ution declares, that
%cne denoranation of Chnfticr: fhall have no
pre-cmmnence above anotaer;” and yet it allows
of a gencral alleflinent.  The largeft denomina-
ticn in a town may tax all the reft, and put them
to the rroudle of petting certificates to draw back
their money, afty they have paid it. What un-
der hcaven comes here fud 1; firft fay thatone
dencmination fhall not have any pre.2minence
above anothes, and thea fay that it thall. This
is as bad as the catechifm. tere I made a paufe :
and the words of David mihed inte my mind ¢

v
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 4All the foundations of the eartharenutof courfe:*
d Solomom, ¢ If thou feeft opprefiion in a pre~
vince, marvel not at it.” Surely, faid I, they
frame mifchief by g law. The people generally
confefs in this ftatese religious liberty is a righ
and not a favor. The ftanding order, which is the -
" molt aumerous in the towns m general, fay, they
dc not with to tax the members of other church-
s, if they will produce certificates to inform them
who they are, Thefe things kept running in my
head, as dreams do when I have been eating on-
1ons ; but after fome time, an affair between two
of my neighbours, explained the whole to my fa-
tisfaction. |
Old Mr. Domineer Bigot, and Mr. Love Free-
dom, lived fo nigh tOgeier, that their lands al-
moft joined : each of thefe gentlemen bniit him a
. park, and canght a number of deer and put there-
in. Now fays Mr. Bigot, to Mr. Freedom, Yon

- gpay poflefs all the deer in your park, provided
you will mark and bell them, and give me a year-
Iy account of their number : but if any deer from
the thicket jump into your park, it will be count-
ed ficlen unto you, until you have marked it,
and given m: an account thereof, and I alfo in-
form you, that you behave beneath the chriftian
and the man, if you hunt in the foret within five
miles of my park. Here Mr. Freedom withitood
him, and faid, what right have you to the wild
deer, more than I have? and why fhould I b>
forced to give you an uccount of my nvmber any
more than you fhouid to me? ¢ Becaufe,” faid
M:. Bigot, «all the dcevin rav park, and all that
zre in the woods, have an am.val tax upon their
~ heads, which they are obliged to pay to me, un-
lefs you catch them in hunting, or uicy volunta.




grum oyzmv . aﬁd Bear vaurxhdrﬂg’
Mr. Fr

Lt
S dh
LI

L 3

cedom, it pgay b€ fo in law," dut .

zt ednnbrbefoin juftice s apd ﬁuere:fore I<fhall
lmnt where I’ plcaﬁ:, ‘mﬁ}_ g,
*#“Eahmatl catch, and AfF 8@

] mme in at thi

gte of my park to hick fdti, T hdll Amark ; bur' :

»
>

» £ fhall #ive you no account of ty rn mbcrs.

* This cire amﬁan- o; I fay, opened the invyfery’

o tt' me ; and 1 faw-piaindy, that covetous prie.ﬂs"
'wetcfa! the bottom of that Jaw ; who had fadi~d

géﬁ co'iﬁimhon as xt n&w ﬁand

‘?; 3&: J-" ;

,;:{.,n. .‘, .- é
Lo . v .

[ N . I
TR 4 o
e ~ -}. B ,{

\,A‘{ .

i -
L4
{
i
1
£
[
b
U

i “ f‘-"-—; S N I "' e .

ii. g EARNS umWINSLOW

‘. "4 XEAT Editign of SMITIDs m'M'Ns

| ‘enlarzed and gorrefed.  Thev will be:
| :prﬂﬁet\ ‘with 2 new Eyps, & md{aznel y b mud,,a.nds

aﬁqﬁiﬁ ery, !‘ea{' maL‘;

Tyl e
~ “ (:- » !I',‘é"q‘ S 3’ ~p n!
i - - -3 L3 f Rad t: - ~eie - -
- “e O ’
P - . - PR a4
W ok :.v-. _ 3 .. . ;
. & PR * -
o p¥ T .
d \5’ . X -
S e L& i ; N
RN T ol 3
AF: SN PR
< TN .
N Wt e
e N ™ L

the rnle, and flattered ﬂn:t?x to fix th&t arbeicf in

pilking yourléavéy
; e

< » u ¥ -i: o .




