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At

MINUTES .

OF THE
New-Hampthire Affociation:.

JUNE :4,-.5 1797 «

A Sermon at ten o’clock by Elder Cafe, from A¥}s-
iv. 33, Aud great grace was apon them all.

preached the introdutory Sermon, from He-
TCWS IV. 14, Seeing then that we have a great Hhgh
"Priefl, that is pafled- into the heavens, Jefus the Son of
God, /et us hold faft omr profeffion. o
1ft. Chofe Elder Peak, Moderatos, and Efffer W, -
Hooper, Clerk. | | _
2d. Read letters from-the feveral churches ; and
took the following account of inembers who have
been added, difmiffed, excluded, or who have died

the year paft, and the whole numberin each church,.:

}vith the names of Minifters and Meflengers pre--
ent.

q T two oclock P. M. Eldér William ooper

N. B. Ordained minifters names in Iaficks,

-Churches, j



Churthes.

Berwick and
Madbwry

Berwick church
at the Great

Hill.

Brentwond and its
brancles,

Sanford,

.

Gilmantown,

Nonthweed,

Wells and
Beswick,

Coxsll;

W I!Ctbuo\'ﬂ';;
Cornith,
¥ryburgh,

Salitbury,.

4
Mefengers.

William Foopes,
Ephraim Fots,
Stephcu Had{don.
William Barck !4,
Jeded'ah Goodwm,
James Gray.

Samuel Shepard,
Broaditreet leman,
Stephen Jewet,
Jﬂhﬂ Th'ng\

]onathm Powers,
Ele..zcr Chadbourn.

Waber Powers,
Simcon Mudgett,
Ezckicl Flanders,
Noah Marth,

Edmund Pillfbury,

Neaghaniel Lord,
ofeph Eaton,
obest Ford,

( Wikiam Peskins,

{Sunucl Buimhem,

Thomas Guptail.

Jobn Bodwell,
Abraham Pugfiey,
. Hewry Smith,

Nahamd Hanes.

| {Mkmd Davis,

Audiew Sherbucne,

John Chadbousa,
{]ofcph M. Thompfon.

Zebediak Rickardfm,
Morris Witham,

Elias Smith,

Ezra Flanders,
Abner Flanders,

i< 4

b o

(= ]

5418

37

29

il130




5
Meflengers.

Fohn Peak,

" Newtown,: Daniel Tuxbury,
William Cooper,

- Ebenezer P. Kinfuen,
Limerick, Jacob Mills,

Churches.

Penuel Clark,
Ebenezer Record,

Perfonsfield and L?i %‘d‘m"
New ficld. Jobn Doe,
David Marfton.

~q

Ixy

23

SI

Elder Mofes Chafe who adminiftered at Sahifbury,
Mafachufetts, refigned his place in the Church Mi-
litant the sth of February 1797. Blefled are the

dead who die in the Lerd.
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Received letters from Limerick and Perfonsfiel
Churches, requefting to join with this Affociation
after examining their articles of faith they were ad=
mitted and reccived by the right hand of Fellow-

thip. !
Received letters and minutes fram corre{ponding!
Aflociations, from Warren no meflengers, from Me-.
redith, Elder John Crockett. -
From Bowdoinham, Elder Ifaac Cale and brother
Elitha Williams.
Voted, that the brethren and meffengers from the
filter aflociations take a feat and aét with us.

Chofc Elders Peak and Batchelder, brother Wil-
liams and Sherbumne to prepare the correfponding
letters.

Adjourned, until to-morrow morning 8 o’clock. . -

JUNE 13.
Met according to adjournment, and after prayer-
by Elder Lock, read and accepted the circular letter-

prepared by Elder Peak.

Then took under confideration the requeft of the
Churches in the Diftriét of Maine the laft year.

Voted to poftpone the requett of faid Churches till
eur next affociation.

A fermon by Elder Peak, 11 o'clock, Pfalm xlv.
34

Chofe Elder Batchelder to prepare the Circuiar
Letter for next year

Read the minutes from correfponding aflociations. .

Alfo read minutes from Philadelphia affociation.
Yoted



7 .
Voted to accept the letters to the correfponding
flociations prepared by Llders Peak and Batchelder,
rother Williams and Sherburne.

| -Voted, Elders Hooper and Shephard, meffengers
{to Warren aflociation, Elders Batchelder and Chad-
bourn, and Brother Morris Witham, meflengers to
Fowdomham affociation, Elders Peak and Smith,

eflengers to Woodftock, Elders Peak and Batchel-
der, meflengers to Meredith.

Adjourned till two o’clock m the afternoon.
Met according to adjournment, and after prayer
by Elder Hooper,

Voted to hold our next affociation at Elder Batch-
<lder’s meeting houfe in Berwick fecond Wednefday
in June, 1798 two o’clock P. M.

Elder 'Simon Lock to preach the mtrodué"tory
Sermon.

A Sermonat 3 o’clock by Elder Nehemiah Davis,
]ohn Xl 21,

B
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4 THS

CIRCULAR LETTER.
oo

DearLy BELOVED,

RMIT us at the clofe of this anniverfary intes-
| ! view to addrefs you on the important fubje& of
dratical religion, while we iavite your attention to
that expreflive paflage of facred writ 1 John v. 3.
For THIS 18 THE LOVE OF Gop, THAT WE
xee? His CoMmAaNDMENTS.—By his command-
ments we may underftand either his moral Govern-
ment, or pofitive inftitutions. His ‘noral govern-
Jment 1s that by which all rational beings are under
perpetual obligations of perfet and unceafing love
to Gob as their creator, poffeffed of every divine and
amiable perfe&tion : and alfo that we love our neigh-
bouras ourfelves. Thefe holy and upright affeGions -
are effential to the prafice of our holy religion. It
is for this purpofe that the Divine Redeemer is ap-
pointed head over all things to the church ¢ that he
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto
himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good works.” —
Whether we confult the holy law or bleflfed gofpel,
they cctually di€tate to a life of holinefs, ¢ tor the
grace of Gobp that bringeth falvation hath appeared’
' : to



L e - antm e .

.o all o®n ; teaching us that denying ungodlinefs
. and worldly lufls, we thould.live {oberly, righteoufly -

and godly in this prefent world.” o
Holinefs is the conftitution .of heaven, it becom- -
eth the houfe of the Lorp forever, and without ho-
line(s no man fhall fee the LorD. _
Therefore the infinitely witc and glorious Jeho-
vah, was gracioudly pleafed to make a difplay. of
grace and truth in the falvation oi fallen finners, ina -
way of holinefs. And to this end he hath predeft:-
nated fome of the children of men to everlafting
life, from ' before the. cseation, .to be conformed te
the Image of hisfon, as it is written “according as
he hath chofen us in him before the foundatio: of

‘the world, that we {hould be holy and without. blam2

betore him in love ; having predeftinated us to the
adoption of children by Jefus Chrift, to himfeif ac- -
cording to the good pleafure of his will.” Eph. 1.
4 5.- Thus we fee how holinefs and falvation, arc -
infeparably conne&ed in the ddplay of redeeming .

~mercy:toward guilty finners ; . That the law might
‘be fulfilled 11 us, who walk not after . the fleth but -

after the fpisit. . :
It is highly reafonable that thriftians (hould keep -
tie commandments of Gob, for they have experienc-
ed the wathing of regeneration and the renewing of
the Holy Ghoft, the Law of God is in their :‘minds
and ‘written -in their hearts, they are experienced .
1n a divine life, and have the love of God thed abroad :
in their {ouls : the fruit of all which is unto holinefs,
and the ead etornal life.. See 1 Johnii. zgy  Ye -
know that every one that. doth rightcoufness is-born -
of God.””  Without this heavenly birth, we neither -
kiecp, his commandwaents, dojuftice, love mercy, nor
walk humbly with God. . It is aot- in the-power of .
Bo miracles -
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miracles,. tohfues, gifts nor fiery zeal to fupply tie:
- want of Love; * for this is the love of. Gop; that we-
keep his commandments.” :
Secondly. If we underftand by his comimand-
mends, that pofitive inftitutions are injotned upon
us, then let us hear him who fpeaketh from heaven..
We are 1nurely dependent on revelatiorr for the
knowlcdge of pofitive inftitutions, and the principal
reafon why we fhould regard them is, that.at is the
will of the Lawgiver. Herein we have opportunity
to try the ftrength of our love and faith. The infti-
tutions of preaching, prayer, publick and more pri-
vate worfhip, Baptifm and the Lord’s fupper, ate
plainly taught in the laft will-and teftiment of our
I.orp; and are peculiarly binding on chriftians.—
And ncw dear brethren, can we pretend to be fol-
lowers ef the Lamb, and trifle with thefe facred
-things ? Shall we temporize with, mutilate, negleét
and difown the ordinances and inftitutions of the
Gofpel, and yet profefs to be under the influence of
a diviae life ? Hear the voice of our beloved, Luke

. vi. 46, “ And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do

not the things which I fay.”’—Since we profefs the
religion of the holy Redeemer, let s heartily receive
the do&rine of the Crafs, and remain f{tedfaft in
thofe precious truths which are revealed as layung at
the foundation of experimental and pra&tical godli-
nefs. Let us not be content with a nominal profef-
fion only, but let s ever be found walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Loz blame-
lefs : that they who are of the contrary part may be
afhamed, having no evil thing to fay of us. May it
ever be our fteady and uniform endeavour through
grace, as parents and children, minifters and people,
to fill cur ftations with ufefulnefs and duty. Take
cncouragement
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mgomﬁgement to perfevere in our boly warfare im
. thamudit

of abounding errors and profanenefs, from:

" a confideration of the excellency of the chrifian religon. .
Here we view a finifhed. atonement, reconctliation,,

and complete redemption, accompanied with the
holy fpirit of promife.. Who by his divine. ene
changes the hearts of fuch as are univerfally oppofed:
to all moral good, reftoring, them to reétitude, order
and - obedience.. HFereby we receive a fealed pardon,
peace of conicience, joy in the hcly Ghoft,and many
great and” precious promifes.. It is by this religion.
that we obtain a lively hope of immortality, and ex--
perience a prelibation of heavenly blifs. The fame
infinitely glorious Jehovah, who hath laid the foun-
dation of his Kingdom 1n the perfections of his own
nature ; 15 conftantly fulfilling his kind defigns of
love, by gathering precious fouls to himfelf through
the riches of his grace.. When we indulge our re-
fleions upon the prefent. profperous ftate of our
Churches, our hearts may juftly expand with grati-
tude to the King of Zion.. |

|
1
|

Beloved in the Lorp, pnze and improve your

privileges, ftir up one anothet’s pure minds by way
of remembrance, fpeaking to one another in Plalms,
hymns and fpiritual fongs.. Be faithful witneffes for
the truth, ftnc¢t in difcipline, gentle toward all men,
walking in wi{dom toward thofe who are without.
Be liberal to your minifters, compaffionate to the

| diftrefled, patient in tribulation, diligent in bufinefs,

fesvent in {pirit, ferving the Lorbp, {0 fhall ye fhine
as lights in the world. .

JOHN PEAK, Moboderator,
WILLIAM HOGPER, Clrk.
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