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MINUTES
"OF THE

New-Hampthire Aflociation.
> |

yUNE 10, 1807.

.AT ten o’clock; a Sermon by Elder Nicuaoras Fox.so‘q,
from Matthew v. 8. -

I. At two o'clock, thé introdu&ory fermon by Elder
Josuua Cuase, from Ifaiah Yill. 1. Whs hath bolicved our
report, and to avbom is the drm of the Lorp revealed 2

2 Chofe Elder WiLLiax Gopninc, Moderator, and

Elder Anprew Suersurne, Clerk.

3 Afier prayer, by the Moderator, proceeded toread the
letters from the Churches, and took the following account '
of the members added, difmiflcd, excluded, or who have
died the paft year, and the prefeat number in each Church.

N. B. The names of ordained minifters in fmall capitals ;
licenced minifters in italic. Churches that fent no Meflen.
gers marked thus 1 ; vacant charches with a dafh, ——— ;
minifters not prefent marked thus *,

H
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. Churches. Elders and Mefengers. i E“_ 5{ '& Y
+ Madbury, * William Hooper, | 64
[Josnua Cuase, 10 t 191

1R in Berwick,

l Hercules Fernald,

4 ! Cotton Chafe, -
) Ehjah Blafdel,

| Ebenezer Blafdel

_John Denuctt,




Brentwood

and branches,

sanf()fd,

Gilmanton,

it W ells,

24 Berwick,

Lyman,

1t Sbapleig{:,

Waterborough,

Conifh,

{ Newtown,

L'—

Nataaniir Lorp,
%Wﬂilam Perkins,

[® Samuer SHzuarp,
I’* EvipHarer Merrivt,
* JonaTean Tuing,

1 Broadftreet Gilman, -
| Mofes Clark, |

{ Phinehas Sanborn,

[ Oris Rosivson,
Eleazar Chadbourne,
L.zra Thomplon,

{ Jaines Chadbourne,
| Jonathan Powers,
[ john Libby.

[0f°ph Huckms,
Joserg EaTon,
Jacobd Perkins,

Ifaac Perkias,
John Tall,
Thomas 1. Fernald.
Simoy Lock,
John Waterhoufe,
William Waterhoufe,
dezzkiah Drew,
Sanmauel Dennett,
WILLI m Gobping,
%arun Hubbard.
HsNry SmiTs,

'} Samuel Dam,
Beajamin Peirce,
Samuel Dam,; jun.

Jeremiah Lewis,
David Ranlet,
Jofeph Chadbourne.
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fimoTny Rsmick,
{Zansmm Ricnarpson,
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[ Esznezer-P. Kmsunr,

| Penuel Clark,

! Stephen Piper,

David Moulton,

Simoa Fogg,

| Cideon Straw,

r' WanNtwor T Lorp,

Caleb Marfton,

- John Drake,

Parfonsfield, { Abraham Drake,

Simon More,

Harvey More,

| James Marfton.

ABNER FLanDERS,

\ Samuel Woodfum,

£ Chafe Parker,

William Merrill,

Thomas P. S8awyer.

ZesepEs DsgLano,

\ Benjamin Libby,

Francis Brock,

_§ Richai'd Yeaton,
Jol'hua Stackpole.

Limerick,

Buxton,

L ebanon and
Berwick,

.-‘- Newmarket,

_ B:zr nabas Bates,
Excter, 1 homas Kimball,

Stephen Webber,
gjohn Andrews,

. Limington, ames Lord,
: Amos Chafe,
Jacob Small.
Josnua RoserTs,
David Rofs,
Davis Eftes.

.2d Wells, ;
ANDREW SHERBURNE,
.Aﬂlﬂdd’ .

Samuel} Smith,

Nahum Tarbox.
‘Newbuary and * Joun Prak,

Newburyport ‘L Heory -Mersilh
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3d Waterboro,” { Abraham Bean,
-{ Paul Chadbourne.
. { Samuel Sismmons . 21
2d Shapleigh, { Maturen Abbo;t.
oty Timorrny Hopspown 25
Phlmp fburgh, - Samuel Bradbury, ’
— 14
NathanKnock,
Newfield, ) Jofeph Dam, |
Jofeph Davis. |

_ 65 19 14 6‘.221-0
N. B. The two laft churches were received the prefent

{eflion. ‘ |
4. Voted that the brethren prefent, from fifter, Aflociations,

take a feat and a& with us.
5. From filter Aﬂ'ocxaubns,

From the | - Miniflers and Mefengers
Warien, Lem:r. Minutes. —~
Woodfloek, — e
Bowdoinham, — |

Mereditb, Letter, Minutes. Ezra Wilmarth.

Nicholas Folfom.

A djourned until 8 o’clock to-morrow mormng ; clofed by
prayer. '

6. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11.—Met according to ad.
journment. Prayer introdu@ory to bufinefs by the Moderator,

7. The circular letter, prepared gy brother Sherburne, was
read and accepted. The correfponding letter, prepared by
brothier Chafe, wasalforead andaccepted. Appointed brothe
er Hodfdon to write the circular letter for next year, and

~ brother H. Smith the cortc[pondiqg. |



3
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8. In reply to the propofal of the Meredith Affociation,
wiz. Whether we will conne& the churches compofing their
aflociation, to the weltern part of ours—Refolved, That we
wdl take the propofal under con(idcranou, and decide it at
our next aflociation.

9. Appointed the following Meflengers %oco&refp(mdmg
Affociations. To the Warren, Elders Hooper, Smith and
Robinfor. Woodftock, Elder Remick and brgther Urigh
Morrifon. Bowdoinham, Elders Goding, Roberts, and Flan.
ders. Meredith, Elders Webber, Remick, Roberts, Robin.
fon, and brother Uriah Morrifan.

10. Appointed Elders, Smith, Robinfon, and Chafe, to
{uperintend the Miflion.

11. Appointed Elder Henry Smlth Treafurer of the Aflo.
ciation ; and alfo of the miflion. X

12. Vated to comply witli'he requeft of the church ia
Newbury and Newburyport ta joilighe Warren Adfociation,

13+ Voted that Elders Smith and Robinfon vifit the.church
in Newtown.

14. Voted to hold our next Affociaticn in the parifh of
Gunftock, in Gilmanton, N. H. on the fecond chnefday
of June next, at z o’clock, P. M.

15. Supplies for Parfonsfield ; Elder Webber, the laft
Lord’sday in Augult ;- Remick, firk in September ; Roberts,
fecond in September : Lock, third, and Eaton laft in Septem.
ber: Elder Delano, laft in O&tober, and Elder Robinfon lat
in November.

16. Supplies for Newﬁc!d Elder Otis Robinfen, the la&
Lord’s day in June ; Jofhua Robests the firfi'in July ; Tim.
othy Remick, fecond in July ; Stephen Webber, fislt in
Augult ; Zebedee Delano, the fir in O&ober ; Wm. God.k
ing, firlt in Nov. and Simon Lock, fecond in December.
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' -CIRCULAR LETTEX,

posetliPDQ U

‘Beloved Brethren,

IT has been the invariéb!q pra&ice of your affociated
Elders and Mefléngers, at the clofe of their annual meeting,
to addrefs an Epiftle to the churches.

Subjes, experimental, pradical,and do&rinal, bave, from
time to time, been difcuffed.  We are (in the judgment of
charity) confidered by each other as being poflefled of ex-
perimental religion, through the benificence of the finners’
friend. And in order that we maintain fervent charity to.
ward each other, it is indifpenfably neceflary that we main.
tain pra&ical religion. A faith which is not productive of
good works, is dead, being alone. Itis of great importance,
alfo, that we fhould be verfed in ¢ the do@rine which is ac-
cordiqg to godlinefs.”” Though we (hould fpeak with the
tongues of men, and of angels, to maintain that we have ex-
perieaced the power of godlinefs in our own fouls ; fhould
we be ever fo confident in maintaining the accurancy of our

{fpeculations in do&rinal knowledge, yet, if we do not “ main.
tain good works,’’ our profeflions of 1eligion anfwer no valn.
_able purpofe.

Brethren fhould it be granied that we have experienced
pure religion ; woald it be improper for us to enquire whether
we are moft deficient in'pra&icai xeligion, or do&rinal know-
ledge ? |

That we fhauld be of one mind, and of one judgment, is,
aflaredly, a fcriptural injun&ion ; and it is cur duty 1o aim

1o be perfc ; but as yet we have not atrained to thefe things.
And, as our limits are circumfcribed, we cannot, at prefent,’
.purfue to &ny confiderable length, either of thofe imporrast
,particulars which we have juft piefented to view.




o>

1l e 1]

However, as practical religion is the great bufinefs of the

-chriftian, and is {fo infeparably conne@®ed wit our:happinefs,
-it is never an unfuitable fubjeét of refledion.

It is conceived that pradical religion includes our duty
both to God and man ; for the famé perfe& law which re-
-quires us to love God with all the heart, requires that we
fhould love our neighbor as ourfelves. We cannot exonerate
ourfelves - from thefe obligations, nor have we perfedly
complied with them : But itis the rejoicing of ¢ the children
of God, that Chrift is the end of the law for nghteanfuefs, to
all them that believe.”

The chofen and called of God, are called to felf denial ;
life of felf denial neccfTurily implies a life of godlinefs. It
is requ fite that we maintain a principle of love and internsl
obedience ; then of courfe we fhall obferve our duty in exter.
nal performance. He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, (faith our blefled Lord,) he-itis that loveth me, -
John xiv, 21.  Qur love is made manifelt by obedience.
Prayer, efpecially fecret, fersent prayer, and giving of thanks,
fhould by no means be clafled among the {malleft daties of
our holy religion.  How does the profefled chriltian, whe

neglets to maintain family prayer, expe@ to account to his
God? - |

Watchfulnefs is a duty perpetunally incumbent on us ; by
this the children of the kingdom diftinguith between truth
-and error. Baptifm, the Lord’s Supper, and the fellowfhip
of the faiats, are plain and familar duties, which are readily.
difcerned by the followers of the Lamb. Let it be our con.

~cern to walk in the ordinances, blamelefs. Great care thould

be taken to cultivate chriltian union ; and in order to this,
~we.(hould be guarded particularly again@t taking, or giving. |

-
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offence ; not forgetting to rebuke and admeonifh each other
in love and patience ; remembering, that, in all our reproofs,
we fhould conftantly keep in view the glory of God, and the-
1eal good of the foul of the fuppofed offender- If thefe are
not our motives, we fhali mot well fucceed in our undertake
ings.  Every Chriftian ought to bé well acquainted with -
that faluvary infiruction, given by our blefled Lord, in the
xviii chapter of Mathew ; here we may learn both perfonal
agd relative duties. Evil furmifing, partiality, tattling, and
back biting, too frequently retard the dear children of God.
in their chriftian race. Thefe, and all other evil propenfities
of the human heart unto which weare incident, fhould ever.
be avoided by the fons and daughters of Zion.

In a word, brethren, ¢ be at peace among yourfelves”—.
‘“ warn them that are wniuly’—s comfort the feeble mind.
ed’’—* fupport the weak”—s+ be patient toward all men”—.
“ fee that none render evil for evil nnto any man,” Thef. v,
13—15.7 % Follow peace with all men, and holinefs, with.
out which no san fhall fee the Lord,” Heb. xii. 14. And
may that God, who hath not appointed us unto wrath, but
to obtain falvation by our Lorp Jesus Cmusr, make you
perfeét in every good work.



I 3 S
- - ‘CORRESPONDING LETTER.
| — A
THE New-.Hamp(hire Aflociation convened atCornifh, coun-
ty-cf York, June toth and %ith, to the Elders and breth-
ren of our fifter Aﬂ‘o«:i:at_ions, fendeth chtiftian falntation.

Dearly Beloved in the Lerd,

‘/ #E rejoice that God hath favored us with another
‘opportunit} of meeting on the fhore of time, of hearing the
welfare of Zion, and fecing the Mefler.gers of the chuiches,
who are the glory of Chrift.

We have reafon to lament that we are 0 more engaged
in the caufe of our Redeemer, that we are no more zealous
to promote his glory in the world, and that fo few come to
Zion’s folemn fealls ; yet at the fame time, we rejoice that
the government is upon his fhoulder, and that God will
bring all his ele& to the faving knowledge of himfelf, for he
has predeltinated his pzoplc to be conformed to the image of
his fon. »

O brethren ! itis of the greateﬁ |mpnrtance that gofpel’
difcipline be kept up in the churches of Jefus Carift : for the
want of this, many have fwerved from the truth, and turned
afide to vain jangling, and have alfo overthrown the faith of
fome. In the difcipline of the churches, we ought to adhere
firictly to the commands of Chrift and his Apoltles, § ¢
thofe who walk diforderly, and have no fellow fhip “%ith
uofruitful works of darknefs. If thefe things were attengdad
to, the church militant would appear, clear as the fiin, fajr

as the moon, and terrible as an army with BanNERs.

Our prefent meeting, we truft, has been graced with God’s
prefence, and a good degree of harmony in our deliberations,
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Beloved brethren, pray for-us; that the God of holinefs may
putify our churches, and make us all meet to be partakcrs o%
the heaven'y inheritance with the faints in light.
We earneftly folicit the continuance of youtr correfpond.

- ence, and. with pleafure fubfcnbe ourfelves, you'r nnwortby
}rethren in the Lord.

: WILLIAM GODING, Moderator. ~
ANDREW snﬁnnuﬂ. Cierks




