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MINUTES, &e.

WEDNESD.AY, JUNE 11, 1817.

1. AT ten o’clock, brother Tntoruy Hobspox, accordin:z to ap-
pointment, proncunced the introductory Sermon, from Psalm cii, 13.

Adjourned for an hour and an half. Met according to adjourn-
ment.

2. Chose brother Gris RoBixsox, Moderater, and orother Toorny
Hobspox, Clerk. Prayer by the Mosderzior. The Messengers from
Sister Correspording Asscciations were invited to tzke a seat with
us.

3. Proceeded to read e letters from the Churches, 2nd teok the
following account of the members added, dismiszed, excluded, or
who have died the past year,and {he present number in each church.

N.B. The names of ordained ministers are In sMALL CAPITALS;
licensed preachers in italic. Those ministers with this mark (¥)
were not present. Churches morked thus (7) have nct been repre-
serted the present session. Vacant churches are distinguished by a
dash

=TT N
Churchss. Elders :ad Messengers. AERIEES
AR
Madbury,t Wiiruan Hoorer,* 73
15t Berwick Jedediah Goodicin, 31| 1:142
Samuei Hanscom,
William Frost,
Ebenezer Nowell,
Hercuies Fernald,
Stephen Hobbs, o '
Sanforz Gmeox Coox, {701 1] 1123
Jonathan Powers, i
Nathan Powers, i !
John Libbey, ' i
James Chadbourne, 1 67
ist Wells, Josern Eatox, | |
Dea. Jacch Perkins, : !
Dea. Benjamin Hatch, o :




Churches.
2d Berwick,

Lyman,

Ist Shapleizh,

1<t Waterboro’
and Alfred,

Cornish,

Newtown,t
Limerick,

Parsonsfield,

Bexton,

Lebanon and ¢
Berwick, §

Newmarket,t
Ixeter,t
Limington,

E

Elders and Messengers.

Nataaxier Loab,
Robert Ford,

Thomas D. Fernald,
William Peixins,
Jonathan Perkins,
Sniox Lack,

Dea. William Waterhouse,
John Grant,

Daniel Butier,
WiLax GobpiNe,
John Larey,

Samuel Herd,

Samuel Stacy,
Nathan Bracket,
Hexgy Sra,

Dea. Archibald Smith,
Eastman Hutchens
Thomas Gile,
Andrew Roberts,
Tmoray Resick,*
Zzesepiaa Ricmarpsox,®
William Chadbourne,
James Hill,

Davp TusESBCRY,*

Patrick Furlong,
Jotham Day,
Westworty Lorp,*
Dea. Caleb Marstin,
David Marstin,
James Andrews,

ABxer Fraxoegs)*
Thomas Sawyer,
Cyrus Libbey,
Zeesepre DELANO,
Sainuel Knaox,
Nathani-l Gubtail,
Benjamin Libbey,
Benjamin Liboey, jun.

Joun Seavey,
Epexrzer P. Kivsuan,*®
Isaac Small, 3d,

POPPY
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123

74

93

97

38

49
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. Do
Churches. Eldeérs and Messengers. i : 3 ?i; 3y 5
East P. Wells, Josnva Roserrs, 6| 2 74
Arendelt _ AXDREW SHERBUBNE,” < 85
2d Waterborc’ | 12
Dea. John Hill, h
Paul €hadbourne,
2d Shapleigh, 1] 5{ 1} 5%
John Chadbourne,
Whiting Steavens,
Thomas Meldrum,
Hollis, Trvoruy Howvspox, 1 3
Newfield,} 66
Effingham, Levi CHADBOURNE, 3 87
Dea. Jacob Mills,
3d Berwick, WiLiau CHADBOUENE,* 17
Caleb Frost, |
Charles Shorery, s
Ossipee,t \Wioiraw Tavior* 22
Hiram,t 16
Salisbury, Or1s Rosxsox, 10 | 1} Y 118
William Cate;,
Gaiiford,f 20
60| 621°12:2051

4. Calicd for the Circular Letter. Brother Remick having fail-
ed to prepare it, according to appoint.nent, :

5. Brother RorrysoN was appoin’ed to prepare the same.

6. Appointed Brethren Surir, Lock and Hopspox, te revise the
Circular, and Corresponding Letters.

7. Adjourned untii & o’clock to-morrow morring.

At half past 3 o’clock, P. M. b-other Hexry KenpatL, preached to
the people from Romans iv, 4, 5.

THURSDAY, JUNE 121h.

LoMet according to adjournment. Opened with Prayer by brother

CK.

8. Read, and accepted the Circular and Corresponding Letters,
prepared by Brethren, Rapivsox and Cooxk.

9. Reeeived communications from the following Associations.

Associations. Messcngers. M inultes.

Lincoln, SrepneN DeXTER,

Bowdoinham, Hexey Kexoawr, Minutes.
> .

DBoston, do-

Warren, do.

Woadstack, Dea. William Gurnisor,

Meredith, do.

Cumberland,
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10. Appointed the following Messengers to Corresponding Asso-
tiations. I‘ o the Warren & Boston. Hoom, Doct. Jonathan Kit-
tredge, Goove & Hobspox.—Lincoln, Franpeas and Dea. J. Mills.—
Bowdoinkam & Cumberland, Lock and Gopixg.—Meredith, Ropxson
and Seavey.— W oodstock, Doct. Jonathan Kittredge.

11. Appointed Brother Lock; to write the Circular Letter, and
Brother Goping, the Corresponding Letter, for next year.

12. Chose brother Hexey Syura, Treasurer.

13. Voted to hold our next Association in Wells, 1st Parish, on
the second Wednesday in June next,at 10 o’clock A. M.

14. Appointed brother Spaox Locx, to preach the Introductory
sermon, and in case of failure, brother Cook.

15. Voted that the Minutes of this Association be deposited with
the Treasurer for distribution.

16. Adjourned until 2 o’cleck P. M. )

At 11 o’clock, brother NeLson preached from 1. Cor. in, 21, 22,
23. After which there was a collection taken for Missionary pur-

oses.
g 17. Met according to adjournment. Prayer by brother Deraxg.
1S. Voted to recommend to the several Cbhurches, composing
this Association, to take a collection, by the 1st of Sovember next,
to aid the Baptist Beard of Missions.

19. Voted to recommend to our Churches to meet {ogether, cn
the first Monday avening in every month, for the purpose of uniting
with their Brethren in different parts, who engage in prayer on that
evening, for the more general diffusion of the light and hberty of
the Gospel.

20. Appointed brethren, Eatox, DeLaxo, & Pea. Arehibald Smith,
committee, to consider the expediency of altering the time of our
Annual Sessien ; aiid report at our next Aszociation.

21. Chose brother Triorny Hopsvox, Secretary, to correspond
with the Baptist Board of Missions.

22. Voted that the thanks of this Association be tendered to the
worthy citizens of this town, fur their judicious arrangements, hospi-
tality and promptness to accemmodate and entertain us in our pres-
ent ses<10n.

" At 3 o'clock, the B:nsiness of the Association being 4nished, the
Xoderator addreszed the Assembly in a very interesting and solemn
manner, and concluded by imploring the Divire Benediction on them.

Prayer by brothzr Seavey.

Elder DixteER, then preached to the Assembly.

el & G

The following sums of money were received and deposited with the Treasurer,
for Missionary purjroses.

Cortributed in the Association - - - - - - - $20°79
By brother ¢ From the Female: Socicty, in Salisbury - - - 7 76
Robinsou. § ¢'hurch and Sogiety in Sabisbury -~ - - - - ¢ 8

P —

TOTAL §31 63
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Elders and Messenzers of the New-Hampshire Association, to the
Churches whym they represent.

DEAR BRETHREN,
Wz still consider it a duty to continue our former practice in

addressing you in a short epistle. Many have been the subjccts, to
which your attention has been cailed ; and perhaps, none can be
found oi more consequence, or of more utility than !ha‘t, on which
you were addressed in our last circular, (viz.) Covefousness ;—which
we hope you have, and will improve to the best advantage. We
how ask your atteniion to a few remarks on Benecolence. Dear
brethren, if coveiousness is inconsistent with the Christian character;
and produceth such baleful conseguences as the Lord hath stated
in his blessed word—ougzht we not to consider it as the most
detestable ard destructive thing that ever was found in the camp of
Israel? Certainly those, who are found under the governing influ-
ence of it, rust be the greatest sufferers; and whatever may be
our pretences to a benign principle, we may be assured, that our re-
al character cannot be concealed; tor “ The tree is known by s
fruit.”  Beloved brethren, it we are Clh-is! ians, we have known by
happy experience the blessed effects of genuine benevolence, which
has been the brizhtest ornament ot the Church of Christ, in every
age. The very foundation of the Church,and the believer’s hope. is
but the effect of Divine Benevolence. Our great Benefactor ivas
given us so many precepts and examples to designate a benevolent
mind, that we cannot remain ignorant of the true Christian charac-
ter. If the Lord has delivered us from the bondage of sin, we ought
to stand fast in that liberty, wherewith Christ has made us free. If
cur glorious Redeemer hath given his life a ransom for us, shall we
retuce to lay down our lives for the brethren, or withhoid any thing
that duty calls for, to promote the true interest ¢f His hingdom in
the world ? :

Ever remember, that “ the Lord lovcth a cheerful giver”” and has
raid, it is more blcssed to give, than to veceive.” Let us endeavor to
reduce to practice every Divine injunction, that we may prove to

ourselves, and the world, that we are what we profess to be. Ve
may expect many foes to encounter while in this militant state ; and
what encouragement can we have, that we shall obtain the victory,
unless we have on the whole Gospel armor >—rewmember, that our
enemy is continually watching to take the advantage of us; and
doubtiess, will appear in different forms and will accede to any thmg
consistent with himself, if thereby, e may gain an ascendency over
us.  But it is unportant that we receive the exhur[ation “acatch, and
pray,taat you entei not info templation.” Neglect not the duUu of the
closet, nor thoze of a mora2 social an | publm nature. May ihe Lord
make you faith{ 'ul in every rood word anl waork ; € worlmg m you
that, which 1s well pleusing e his sigii, l:ucuuh Jesus Christ. T'o
u.l:'“: Le mlry, fu. ecer I Amen !
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CORRESPONDING LETTER.

DE.1R BRETHEEN,

Wiex we reflect on the manifestation o1 God’s love in accom-
plishing his ancient purpose of man’s redemption, we are constrained
to say with the Apostle, “withvut conlrocrsy, great is the mystery of
Godliness.” In this glorious plan, the holy Propi:=ts rejoiced ; when
the promise was revealed unto them, they confided in the veracity
of an imuintable God. While they believed, indeed, the word spok-
en by Angeis was steadfast ; they were fully pursuaded concerning
the truth of the pruiaise, confirnted before of God, in Christ. In this
proinise A Sved is cmbraced in all nations; in whom the Fzther an-
ticipated delight when, as yet, they were unborn 3 and when the full-
ness of laine was come, the iong expected Messich appeared, agreeably
to the lanizuaa of ancient Prophecy ;—% Lo’ [ come, in the voliine

of the Book 1t is writicn af e, fo do thy will, O Ged 7 “This Divine
Perzon was born of a woman; made under the law ; suffered in our
stead ; endured the contradiziion of sinsers; laid a glorious founda-
tion for our salvation ; brought in everlasiing righteousness ; opened
a way to justify the ungodiy; finished the work assigned him to
do: and gave up 1he ghost; arose a mighty conqueror vver all his
eremnies, and ascended 0 iz God, ard our God ; there io reign, for-
ever. This is the last dav, brethren,and all things that are written,
must be fulfilled.  T'he promise is sure to ali the Seed. Zionw’s founda-
tion is A Tried Stone, and her walls are zalvaticn. Her wat-hmen
shall never liold their peace; «their sound shall go out ihrough all
the earth, and their words to in: tud of the world.” $ruthis now pre-
vailing, and light is greatly increasing. The nations, who have been
long in g-oss darkness, are »ow illuminatzd with the light of life.
And since our land is wondest::ily :  _zsed with the light of the Gos-
pel, may we feel more of its sav.ng i»fluence ; and may transgressors
be taugzht the ways of Jesus, an'' sinners be converted to Him, till
His church shall be complete, and His Kincdom universal.
Although the intelligence from our Churches is not so pleasing,

as at our last session, yet Zion must increase, and her friends shall
prosper. In our present interview, we have been much favored, we
hope, with the divine presence.  We are much pleased with the gen-
eral interest which the Missionary cause excites, and we hope this
will zreatly increase. We regret, that we have not the happiness
ot receiving messengers, and minutes, irom a number of our Sister
Associations.  We, however, duly appreciate those which we have
seceived. |

We have cver prised your correspondence, and shall always be
ready to reciprocate your communications ; and still solicit a contin-
pance thereof.

By order of the Association.
OTIS ROBINSON, Moderator.
TIMOTHY HODSDON, Clerk.
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RESPECTED BRETHREN,
At the meeting of the Convention of the B2 ptist Board for For-
eign Missions, the following resolution was unammoucly passed.

“ That the Hhanks of this Conrenfion be presented to the Associa-
tions, Suciclies, and Churches that hace contributed to the funds of the
Institution, with a view of aiding in the dijfusion of the knowledge of
the Lord Jesus. The Corresponding Se:retary is requested lo comemu-
nicafe iv them this resolve, accompanied. with the hope and persuasion
that they will continue to abound in the service.”

With the liveliest satisfaction this Resolution is offered for your
affeciionate aceep‘anice. The Report of the Convention and Board,
now in the press, will be forwarded as eariy as practicable. Your
zeal and piety will provide the earliest and most efficient changels
for its circulation.

Among the ariicles which the Report will more particularly ex-
hibit, you will be craiified to learn, that the meeting of the Conven-
tion has been distinguished by an uninterrupted and exalied harmony,
by the spirit of iervent prayer, and jealousy for the Lord of Hosts. .

Our sister W hite, who accompanied brother Hough and family
to Indiz. is married to ‘Rev. Mr. Rowe of the Seramvore mission, and
is settled at Dizah, nearly 400 miles up 1he river Ganges, where she
superintends a gZrowing and important female seminary. Brother
Hough and faum" have arrived at Rangoon, io the joy of brother-

and sister Judeon Two additional voung missionaries frors New-
England, have been appointed to go out and join them. Brother
Ranaldson has been chosen 2 missionary to officiate in New-Orleans
aad its vicinity, and brethren Peck and Welch to commence 2 Wes-
tern mission, to he extended as Providence shall direct, o the In-
dian tribes. Its commencemen: will be at or near St. Lcux on the
western banks of the Mississippi. Brother Rice has requested the
sentiment of the Convention as to the propriety of his sailing imme-
diatcly for India. The opinion was unanimous and deudea, that,
owing to the high importance of his services, he oucht to remain
longer in the United States. Should he visit you, you will, I am
convinced, reccive him as a brother beloved for the Saviour’s sake.
Relying on ¢ the God of our zalvation” for ultimate success, who

13 “the confidence of all the ends of the earth and of them that are

afar off beyond the sea,”
I am, your brother and servant,
WM. STAUGHTON,
Corresponding Secretary of the Board.

To the New-H ampshire : L -
Euaptist Association. } Philadelphis, 23 May, 1817.




