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MINUTES

OF THE

pTIST CONVENTION, &c:

Yy 3xﬂ.A CREEABLY to letter received froma

- conference held at Mount Pleafant, pro-
fing a Ceaventon for the purpofe of conftituting an
dciaiion, anumber of churches, by their reprefenta-
ez, atierdud.

§ an introduttory difcourfe was delivered by brother

omas Mouranye, from 2. Tim, iv, 3. ¢ For the time
Il come when tliey will not endure found doérine.”
j After Divine Service brother Ebenezer Ferris was
§(cn Moderator, and brother Marmaduke Earle Clerk.
3R Voted, That fuch brethren asare prefent from {if.
¢ churches, be requeited to unite in conterence.
/@ Lettrs frcm the churches difpofed to form into an
Jociation were read,

«Nhurches. Minilters and Meflengers. Num.

Tromas Montanye,*®
- Henry Wefner

| \arwick, Jotin Munro, ’ 159
Randal T°. Madan.

® Thfe narses in talics, are Miniflers,

&



( « )

Churcbﬂ;. Minifters and Meflengers.

Brought Over,
Reuben Garifon,
Peter Keafe,
Amos Lain,

Gamaliel Farbank.

Dliver Sherwood,
% David Peck,

Cortland’ Mano

North. Caﬁlc, Ezra Fountin,
Majer Hoight,
Silas Southworth,
Waantage, Humphrey Marun,

Evi Adams.

_fobn Caton,
\amncl Raymond,
Gilbert Dean.

New-Cornwell,

William Drundige,
Newburgh, Gilbert Kniffin,
Oliver Cofinan,

. Ebenezer Ferris
Stamford Ebenezer Joncs’.
Ridgefield Elias Lee,
& ’ Robert Edmund,

Jebn Dodge,
Richard Lawrence.

Crofs-River, — 7ofbua Renolds.

Enoch Ferris,
2 Frederick’s Robert Wixom,

Clinton Town,

Town, Afaph King,
Benjamin lgclton.
John Higgins

Nl
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Churches.  Minifters and Meflengers. ‘Num,
Brought Over. 552

P umes Philips .
1 Fith-Kill, } Luther Seavcx;, 33

Benjamin Montanye,
3 New-York, g Thomas Garnifs, 4L
> John Gilmor. |
' 625

5 Among the churches convened, one, faid to be the
fecond church of New-York, was obje&ed to.

Voted, That brothers, Lee, Philips, Cole, Caton and
' Pelton be a comumittee 10 determine whether faid church
be duly reprefented. °

Adjourned to 7 o’Cleck to-morrow morning,

A

Fune 1. Met porfuant to adjournment.

6 The comnmittee appointed yeflerday to determine
whether the fecond church of New-York be duly repre-
fented, Reporr, That they, after due inveftigation of
all apparent matters, relating thereunto, are of cpinion
that {aid church is duly reprefented.

' 2 The annexed Articles of Faith, and Plan of Affo.
ciation, were unanimoufly adopted by the chburches pre-
fent.

8 Appointed brother Marmaduke Earle to prepare a
letter to be fent vo the Philadeiphia Affociation, pro-
poling an union with that body.

9 Brother John Dodge delivered a difcourfe from
Mat. i, 21. ¢ Aud thou thalt call his name Jefus, for he
fhall fave his people from their fins.”

10 Voted, That this Affociation be fliled the War.

wick Babtift Aflociation,
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11 Appointed brother Ebenezer Ferris to preach the
next Aflociation Sermon, and in cate of failure, brother
John Dodge.

12 Appointed brother John Dodge to prepare the
circular letter for the next Affociation, o

13 The letter to the Philadelphia Affociation was
prodiced and approved, and brother Thomas Montarye
appointed a meflenger to faid Aflociation.

14 Voted, That this Affociation meet alcernately on
the Eaft and Welt (ides of Hudfon’s river. .

15 Appointed brother Thomas Garnifs to fuperintend:
the printing ot the minutes.

16 Voted, That our next Affociation be held at War..
wick, on the third 1uefday in Utober, 1794.

The ARTICLES of FAITH, anrd PLAN of the
ASSOCIATION.

 { UR obieé is to glorify God, This we would
endeavour to do by urging the importance of
the doftrines and precepts of the Gulpel in their moral
and evangelical nature; commending ourlelves to every
man’s confcience in the fight of God; not pretending (o
have authority over any man,ner over the churches,whofe
reprefentatives form this Affociation: But we act as an
Advifory Council only, difclaiming all fuperiority, jurif-
dition, coercive right and infallibility, and acknowledg.
ing the independance of every church, who has peceived
authority trom Chrilt to perform ali the duties enjoined
which refpect the government of his church in this
world.
2 The wiility of fuch anAffociation appear in many refl-
pets; as the obtaining a more general acquaintance
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with the ftate of the churches; maintaining a friendly
intercourfe with each other ; gtving advite in cafes of
ifficulty ; fupplying deftitute churches w:th helps ; and
varding ourfelves againft innovations which the church-
s of Chrift may expe& always to be troubled with by
thofe who lye in wait to deceive, '

3 The meffengers chofen and fent to this Affociation
y the churches, fhould be judicious, well verfed in
cripture, prudent and men of integrity. We judge
en of fuch a defcription belt qualified to reprefent
hurches who profefs the fcriptures to be the only rule
of faith and practice in matters of religion. It is there-
fore expeted that the churches will have refpeét to fuch
qualifications, in order that they may be bencfite d bythe
confultations of their reprefentatives.
4 Wich the Mcflengers, the churches are to fead let-
ters to the Aflociation. Thefe letters are to congin
' the names of the Meflengers aud their authority from
 the churches ; the ftate ot the churches relpelting their
. continuance in the faith ; their number bapuzed and ad-
ded, received by letter, ditmiffed, reftored, excommu.
' nicated, deceafed, and their total number remaining.
, When any church wants counfel of the Affociation, the
' church is to ftate their cafe by query, in their letter, by
t which they may expect the judgment of the Affocia-
; tion.
5 The Affociation is to meet annually at fuch place
~and on fuch time as may be determined by them at their
- preceding feflion, and to continue till bufinefs e faifhed,

It is 10 be opened with Divine Service ; after which a
- Moderator and Clerk are chofen ; the letters from the
* churches are read ; the names of the meﬂ'«ngcrs are
written, that they may be called over after meenag ;
then bufinefs is attended to and minutes thereof mades —
A circular letter is prepared and figned, and a copy of
it {ent to every “church, containing the minutes of the
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Affociation ; the ftate of the churches; when and by
whom vacancies are to be fupplied ; who to preach the
next Affociation Sermon and whatever elfe is needful
for the churches to kuow.

6 Al matters are to be determined in the Affociation
by the fuffrage of the meflfengers : all that {peak ureto
addrefs the Moderator, who is to take care thar none be
interrupted while fpeaking, and that no indecorum take

lace. .
d 7 Churches are to be received into the Affociation by .
petition, fetcing forth their defire to be admitted ; their
faith and order and willingnefs to be cenformable to the '
rules of this Affuciated body. When it isread and mat- |
ters ripened for vote (they being found correfpondent
to the faith and practice of this body) the Moderator
ftates the queltion ; the {uffrage being given in favor of
the petition; the Moderator declares that fucha church
is received into this Afiociation : in token of which he
gives the meflenger, prefenting the petition, the right
hand of fellowfhp, and bids hini take his fear, :

8 The churches belonging to this Afflociation are to
maintain (tared times of church meeting in each church
for the performance of church-bufinefs, as difciplineand
other warters —In order that peace and unity be maiu.
tained, and the adwimltiation of the Lord Supper be
attended, fuch charches as have no Adminitirator among
them, arc 10 appiv to {uch as have for afliftance. And
the Affociution are to fee that they be fupplied from
among us by an appointment at our general meeting
Excepc tuch vacant churches can be fupplied by minitters
of the fame faith and order, who do rot belong to this
Affociation.

9 L'he faith and order of this Affociation are ground-
ed aud itand vpon the autherity of the Scripture of the
Old and New Tehiament ; he whole of them being a
record of God, wiich record is trues And it is by ex-
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riencing the pawer of, and our underftandings agrec.
7 ta that teftimony, that we have ary expectarion that
r perfons and fervices will be approved by God.  And
wever denies them, as many confefledly do in pare
iere they do not pleafe them, is guilty of infidelity.
10 ‘L he faith and practice of this Affociation arc fet
th in a_confeilion of faith publithed inEunpland by up-
rds of one buadred (dhinrches of the Baptitt denomi.
ion and adopied by the Philadelphia Aflociation and
ers of the bapet order in America. s corfellion
faith we adopt notonly to maniteit our united agrees
wty, but asa hedp ro increafe our underltanding and
ablithment,
R 1. DBut as uo compofition of uninfpired men is to be
Pulidered as perfect, 1t cught to be carefuily examired
y the Scriptures, and received aid impréved only (o
ras itagreeswith the.n.  “There are fome things di.
Bcted toin this confeflion of faith w hich are not held as
Briptural by the churches of tins Affociation in general ;
We therefore think proper to mention them,
1 L'he opinion o ruiing Elders wlho are not authoni.
d to preach the Golpel and adminifter ordinances, be
-l oficers 1 the church, is objeéted to s as this mult
Mmke three dithing orders of officers in the church, avd
@ar, the exercife of church government lies in fucn
AR s, which cannot be proved.
8 2 Reipeting the laying on of hands on baptized per.
s as fuch, we obferve, That the texts of Scriptu.e
nioved as proof for faid pradlice, aremorel ke'y to
veother muanings @ as thole in Aéts vith. 17, and xox.
T hat thele inttanices of laying on of hands were
s prauntar to an Apottle for the convevince of ihe
oty Ghaoft or foize extraordinary gifts.——The otier
affave attuded to, is in Heb, vi. We H.d there 15 0
wuve proof, whether the apeftle nean s iome i

B
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a ]cw:ﬂx rite whichwas to be left, or that aét of an Apef
tie of coniveying extraordinary gifts, or that of lyi,
on of hands on perfens {etting themn apart to fone par
cular office.  This cext feemmsto usin gcncral with mop
probabiiny to allude to one of thele cales than to the
pl aded for. We accordingly agree to leave this to g
Foders auyd churches to difcharge thieir own comcieng
aid uot to admtitinto this Afiociation in any query, @
a» that whilh may concern its feilo xthip. 1
12 The fentnments refpecting the apoftacy of mg
kind ; the confeqiences which tollow it as fuch; howg
caing 3 the recovery, jult'Acation und falvation of fulg
as {ua'l be faved, :iid how that s eftedted, are exceilensl
Jy expietled in our Confeflion ot Faith ; that of the K#
ot Scotland 3 that of the retored Duitch church ; thif
of the tonygregatioual chivrch, and inthe Suybreok pletd
forwin Connccticut, wherein there appears an agrag
ment. This Affociation agree with thon in the foliong
III;' dl e (‘\. . ;

Jhe Apoftacy. QOur brft parents finned in eatigh
tac torb d len nu,t—-dv this {in they tell from ther o124
g al bh'cnufncls aud communion swith od ang ¢ :
beca-ne dead in i, wholy dedled 1n ail their 1.'4,’!»{
they being the ront and head of all mankind, The gy
of this it was impuated, and the {aue death in i atfl
cLorrupt pature conveyed to all ther pofterny by md"_
ry generation 3 whereby we are utterly xdllpmcd .

e, and uudv op;mhte to all that s gHUL, L\er)-
h:th originai and aétual doth, it own natuve b 4,
the wrarh of God and the carte of the Law; death g
! cial and eternal, i

f'ne Recover.. God from all eternity did
for the manifetivoon ot hisown g! m, firer e
aio Toevermadrnp e pave a poog e to be dhe b

Corety, wnd wooe by b v s redeemed, i i, je
ficd and noadiy plorided ;o thciy uuiolr fo wertatud
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definite that it cannot be increafed or diminifhed ; where.
ore they that are cleited being fallen in  Adam are re.
deemed by Chrift, are effeCtuaily called by his fpirit
corking in due ieafm s are juitificd, adopted, fanﬂ fied
d kcpt by his power through taith unto falvation,
Neither are any other redeemed by Chrift, edectually
alled, juftified, adopted, fan&tified and faved Dut the
lect only. To 2! thofe for whom Chrift hath obrained.
edemption by his blood, he doth certiinly and eftectu-
ally apply and communicate the fame, effcctually per-
fnading them by his fpirit to believe, governing their
hearts ,a:.d overcoming all their enemies by hisAlmighty
ipower.  God jultifies not by infuling righteoufiels, not
for any thing wrought in them; but by imputing the
3 o')edlcnce and fatistactiop of Chriit unto them—Chrift
B by his obedience and death fully difcharges the debt of
all thofe that are jultified and did by the facrifice of him.
feif, undergoing in their ftead the pewvalty due unto
them, make proper, real and tull futisfaction to God’s
f juitice in their behalf.  Evangeiical faith in its leait de-
gree is different in the kind and nature of it from the
pfarth of common grace of temporasy behevers.
Here we have the great dotrines ot the chriftian re.
Blipion eaily and faniihiariy exprefled; as the tranfgref.
(inn ot our fitft parent Adam— | he unputation of his {in
to his puilerity —the iahility of manto recover himfelf—
ecerual election w Chriit—particolar redemption—aettec-
el adiieg by fevereign and efficacious grace—the efh-
Pcacy of the mmucmn.t ot Chritt, Unplvmb it a dif-
Bohar et the venalty anpexed to the fins of the elect,
&by Chich e cerianty of jutt heation by the imputed
l'ig_‘]:':::- : S oof Chriit comes pon all the (eed of Chrift,
Uohde doceoaes) tuliv and § oty afferted by the fores
poin y Coonotii vs ot ."'d:%';i, are held by this atfodiatinn,
1 l)ul 4 conteliion of idithas preferced to ail other
hamai conpeliions, Seing ore uniform with the got
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pl--W&ih'ﬁ the qgualifications of perfons for gaf]
privilegeswi-t '
its independance—keeping the ordinances as. they wers
firft elivered. In drder that the churches of Chrift be
gouarded from all fnares, and walk in the well-pleafing
before Gad, it is.eflencially necefliry to keep the ordi
nances »s they were firit delivered; that ro rerfon be
reccived intg a church, except by giving perfonal fatis.
faction of their being fubjeéts of effectual calling by efh.
cacious grace, and that by perfenal profeflion ; and that
the lame perfon on fuch profeilion be baptized, by dip.
ping or i-nmerfion iuto water, which is effeutial to the
adminittration of thac ordinance and chuirch comnmunion,
Let all churches take particulas care that perfous ad.
mitted fupport in their hife and condu@®, a chara&tcr a.
greeable to their profeflion,

Signed, in bzhalf of the Ajficiation,

EBENEZER FERRIS, Moderate,
MARMADUKE EARLE, Clrt,

c nature of the authority of the churchws
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