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" The three laft churches werecom:ally recejved into fcl}owﬂup the prefent year.
3. Voted, vhat fuch brethren prefent from fitter churches, that Have ot yee

¥ joiued this aﬂin.nmon, take a feat with us,
4. The circular lettér being redd, it was. moved—that it lay till to-morrow for:

a fecond reading, Adjourmed till ro: -morrow, wine o'cleck, A. M,
Seimon in the cvemng by Brother Enoch l'crns, from Luke'1. 53.
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WEDNESDAY MORNING.

Met accerding to adjournment.
Quer -, from the 1 Chur ch, f‘x(}xklﬂ Is it confiftent with the gofpel to receive- |
. a caud:datc into memberthi; v»heu it can be obtained in a fifter church thaekmmr“-
convendent ! The qaery will not ad.ait of a pofitive anfwer; for there sve cir-
cumftances whith would render it neceflary ; therefore we advife all churches
to gudrd sgainft all caufes of the like, where there appears to be any ﬂm&er

| views 36 the perfp. 5. The




= t 2 1 PR

© 3. The meflenger appomted (az our Jaft convention) to the Rhiladelphia Aﬂ"oo
ciation, being prevented by a fingalar previdence, Voted, that the fame letter
and mcﬂcnser reprefcnt us next year.

6. The civcular letter prepared by brother John Dodgc, being read the fecond
time, was approved. Brother John Caton is appointed to write one for the ca-
faing year, o

7. Sapplies for deflitui: places, : .

Lprd‘s-Day in November, Brother John Dodge.

t o ) ’
2. New-York. ‘34 Jo m ]an vary,
2 Do.

. in Ma:ch, — Sijas
2 Do. in May,

(-3 Lord’s-Day irn Novewber, Brothre. John Catba,

2 Do. in Dccember, ——— Ltnoch Ferns. ey
3 Do. in Janvary, ————— William Brundige.
Bedford. $2 Do. infebroaary, ——— Ebenezer Cole.
2 Do. in March, ——— Oliver Sherwaocd.
: 2 Do. in Apri, Benjamin Montacye.

| 2 Do, in May, ——— Ehenezer Ferr&.

8. Voted that our next affociation be held at Peek!kill, the laft Tuefday in May,
782 Introduc’tory ferimon ts be prvched at two o clock P. M by brother
n Dodge ; and in cafe of failure, by brother Johu Caton. o

SR . Y~ Voted, brather Thomas Montanye, Treafurer of this aﬁocmtmn. LoE s
i :* »w- Brothers Thomas Montanye and Hénry Mandevﬂle are - appsohncd 1&
L ?erm;end the pripting of the minutes, and forward theém to the churches.

= Segmon in the afternoon by bi‘other Ebenezer Cole, fmm Heb . 9, and i m tbe
evem{mr by brother John Dodge, from PL cxxvi. .

' ‘ 2R sed o s G o pospac PeoPes

‘ [CIRCULAR LETTER.]

The Erprrs and BXETnREN of the feveral BarrisT CHURCHES, belonging to
‘ ‘the WA'W ICK ASSOCIATION met in Warwick, October 18, 1791 :

To ths Churches w:tb whom they are :omze&‘cd GREETING.
Dearry BsrLovEp, o
E arve happy at the clefe of our meeting, that we can fa y it was agreeable
and comfortable through the whole—we had comfor: abi" news from the
churches in our conne&ion, and that an crmrc union of fentiment fubfifted a-
mong ns, and calls for admow ledgment and giving thauks, that peace and good
mdcr penerally prevail : However, we have to lament that errors aie pr evailing
in the land, and many are infeced therewitl, which plainly fhews us- thele argge
the laft dqys fpoken of by the Apoflles; doth it not call upon us to be on 2™
watch, and to {trive together for the faith of the gofpel, efpecially w hen dues -
trines are advanced whlch tend to fap the very foundaiion of the Chnitian rcil:*
gion ; for if once the dodtrines of the imputstion of Adam’s fin, Chrifi’s spro,per
alongwent, unpnted righteoufinefs, &c. ave laid afide, what (hall we brve in rhg
-*room imwreof—Judge ye, if the foundation be ﬂelho"cd whai can the righteous do
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Therefore we would addrefs you at this time upon- the imrportant fubje&—2As
doftrine of Atcucinert—and in the illaftration therect, thall be as concile as the
lunits of a letter will admit.

“The word atouzrzent is but once ufed in the New Teftament, Rom. v. 11. by
whom we have received the atonement; yet it is often ufed in the old, of typi-
cal fagrifices makmg explanox for fin ; Liv. 1. 4. and iv. 20. and a number of
other places in Liv. vi. go. it i3 1cndered to reconcile ;- yea, the word recoiicilia-’
tion is fregquently ufed witl clpe& to this doctrine, and it is evident that atone-
. Jmestand reconciliation dchrrn tire fame thing, and both fatisfaction. It is faid,

- Job kxxiii. 24. Deliver from going'down to the pit; I have found (an atoncme'nt)
a ran‘om. So that when we fpeak of atonement, reconciliation, fatisfaction znd.
redemption are fo clofely connected therewith, there is ne fenaratinv them,

- The word atonemen: hw nifizs to cover ; and Chritt is a cov ering to his people
from the cuifes of the law they have traniureﬁéd ; the wrath of God they have
eferved, ‘and avenging juftice their fins have expotled them-to ,) and thart by hiis

all azoning facrifice, wel niight the royal Prophet fay—Bletled is he whofe i is
covered ; POl xxxii 1. And ag 1;11 —thou hait. covered all their f{in; Pl
1x2xv. 2. Chriit’s blood-is the purpic covering in the chariot of the covenant of
grace, under whici, bis people are fecure.  He hath not beheld iniguity in Jacob,.
neirther haih he feen perver{'cncfs in Ifrael—Nuwb, xxxiii. 21. buot fiith, thouart .
all tawr, my love ; there is ro fpot i m thee; Cant. iv. 7. Whence comee ali this;
rhe belove ] Difel ﬂe declares it, and the Llood of Jefus Chrift his fon cleanfeth.vs
from all fin, - ]oh i 7. |

The Apoflle to the Hebrews, fumming vp the rites and bloody facrifices of the
law, faith--and almott all thmws L bw the law purged with blood, and withont
,ﬂleddmc of blood isno- remxihon ; Heb. ix. 22. Jf we sttend to the facred oracle
we fuall fmd that the typtcal atonement was made with blood. The Lord com-
maiided Mofes to make an altar to burn incenf® upon——that it fhould be overlaid
with pure gold, and Aaron fhall inake an atonement upon the ho:ns of it once in
a year, with the blsod cf the fin c¢Fering of atonements; Exod. xxx. yo. Recon-
ciliation is alo w.ade with bleod, and Inung made peace through the blood of
his crofs, by him to reconcile all thiags unto himfelf  Col i. 20.—{o likewifé is
redemption—and haft redeemed us to Ged by thy blood , Rev. v. 9. And all do
fhew a fatisfaction is evident; for, faith the Apolflle, Chrift died for our fins ac-
cording ro the {triptures; 1 Cor. xv. 3.—that is, in our rocm and ftead he not
only gave that perfect obedience to the law it required in Lis iife, butat bis death
gave himfelf a ranfom. fatisfied Divine Juftice: for the tranfgreffion of the law,
- and it wr. a fweet-finelling favor unto God ; God vvas well pleafed with 1t, and

declares himfelf pacified towards them for all they have done; Ezek. xvi. 63
The grear Apoftle to the Gentiles faith, for if when we were encmies we were
reconciled to God by the deatir of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we fhall
be faved by his life; Rom. v. ro. Here we fee atonement made for fin, reconci-
lation for iniquity, redemption fromn the curfe of the law, full musﬁa("txon to §
Divine Juilice : And to fuppofe all this was done without auy confideration to
any creature, bat fimply ta Nirisfy Divine Jaodtice, as fome aflert, or that ir was |
made eqm:l} for all the defeendants of an apoitate Adam, as ethers afiirm, is an §
napeachmend of the wifdom ef God; vea, it refledts upon the love of God, his g
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;u!ﬁce power and unmutability, and to an mgenuous mm;l muit- carry a refuta.
taon” in-iifelf. '
rariher, it reflects upon the perfon of the Redeemer and his work, wiich is
pertect; for who can doubt ot abiliiy in the mlghry God, whea the p: ophet {faith
—tieir Redeemer is {troug, the Lord of Hoft is his name ; Jer. L. 34. But it was
recedary rhat the Redeemer thould be man alfo, that he mighc be capable of dy-
ing to make aroncinent for the fius of his people; theretorz the man of God's
right hanl was made ftrong.  The human nmaiure being caken inro union with,

aad fubfitting i the per(on of the Son cf God, he was fir ly qualified to ftand be-'

tween God and man, and mak# intercetfion: for tranfgreflors; being a Divine per~
%n, he could and did draw nigh tc God, in ‘the counfel and covenant of peace,
and engaged to reltore that which he took not away, even the honors:af Gal's
holy law, and to obain " rnal redemption for his people. Had- he beett only
mau, he could never ha._ fupported under the amazing load of fufferings he Bad

to endure, therefore he mufl be God. All the fins of his elet weve xmp«l*ed to-

him, and 2l the penderous weight of Divine wrath, demerited by thole fins,
was te fall on his head —furely, faith the proptiet, he hath borne our griefs anfl
carried our forrows ; Ia. cili. 4.—a load too heavy for angels or men; yea, it
would have cruthed, as it were, to atoms ali created beings; his Divine perfon
gave ellicacy and merit to Lis obedience and fufferings. Had he been a mere
man, his obedience and righ'eoufnefs could have been beneficial only t2 himfelf,
nor cotld his fuffe:ings and death have atoned for the fins of others; but being
God and manin one peifu., hic sloed is the bleed of the Son of God, and
clem*fes from all fin, and is a proper atonesent for it..

The mannerin w huh Chritt nyade atonement, deferves a little to be attended.

‘to, which wes by dying for fin and for finners in “their room and ftead The-

Apoftle reprefents this as the fitt aviicle ot the Chriftian faith—that Chrift died
for our fins according to the fc ip uies; 1 Cor. xv. 3.—and faith Jehovah the fa.
ther, for the tranfgrefiion of my peoplc was ke firicken ; Ifa: riii. 3. The blefle 1
J2fus faith, this is my blood ot the New Teftament, which is {hed for many. A-
greeable to this, the Lovd-f2id (o Moles,—for the life of the flefh is in the blood,

and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your fouls ;
for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the foul ; Liv. xvii. 11.  So we
find<he Son of Man came not to be miniftered unto, but to minifter and to give
his life a ranfom for many; Math. xx. 28.—the many fons he, the Caprain of”
‘their Salvatien, fhould bring to gloiy..

Thus, Dear Brethren, may thefe few hints upan the fabje® lead you, 1ft.
To fearch the facred recund wherein itis fully dplayed (the works of n‘e Lord
are great fought out of all them that have pleafure therein; Pfal. iii. 2: ) and
take a vxew et the comnicatnefs, fulnefs and furenefs of this atonement, made by
our great High Priett, who is fet on the right hand of the Throne ot the M ajefty
in the Heavens; Heb. vii. 1.

2d. May it lead you to confider what love, mercy and grace is manifefted and
bronght to light through the death of the biefled Jefus, ane with what holy -
miration vour fouls fhould be filled, exclain.ing with an infpired Apottle—behold

what manner of love the Fa: her hath by stowed upon us, that we fhould be called
the fons of God ; 1 Joh, iii. 1.

3d..
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sd. May it lead you to fee what hearts of gratitude and thankfulnefsit calls for,
a"ad what oblxgauons it lays vou uunder of lnmg fer him that hath done o mu'*h
for you. A heart truly {enfible of thefe things, will cry our with the Pfalmilt—
what thail I render unto the Lord for all his beaefits towards me; Plal. exvi. 12.

‘4th. May it}ead your minds to reilect thar this doctrine is fo far from cpening
a door tp liceisioufnefs and fin, that @ entirely fhats it, and thofe that talk other-
wife, are ignorant of and without thai flial nature thofe poflefs who believe ; tor
believing pre-fuppofes knowledge, and where there is knowledge or underitand-
ing, thcxe muft be a life anfivecrable to 14 : Thefe that are bora of God arve re-
newed in the inward man—old things are done away, all things are become new ;
a new heart, new defires, aims and ends; therefore when an Objtt—t that is evjl is
prefented to viev:, and datan tempts, the jianguage of that foul is—How can I de
this great wickednefs, and fin aga:tt God? Gen. xxxix. 9.

sth. Learn from h=nce the vile nature ot fin, the exceeding finfulnefs of it,
what an evil and bitter thing it is, that nothing could make atonement for it bm:
the blood-fhed, fuffeiing, and death of Chritt, the firicinefs of divine juftice, that
would make no abatement but infifted upon Chtt’s coing and fuffeiing all that

the law requited to make fatisfaction for the fins ot his people—andaf it fpared

not the Son of God, ﬁandmg in their room and ftead, but demanded and ha ' fuil
fausfaction at-his hands, it aviil not fpare Chriftlels fmnexs what a fearful thing
will it be to fall into the hand of the living God.

6th. To cenclude, may it lead you 10 remember that the half fheckel, called the
atonement money, was given for every one alike, the rich gave no more nor the
poor lefs, fo the fame everlalting love to the elect, is to one as the other, which,
provnded the bleflings and the way of the communication thereof to them ; the
fame blood inade atonement for one as the other; the fame fpirit teaches the one
as the other, gud the fanmig inheritance s promxi{«i and is as fure to the one as
the other, who are the heirs of promife ; and as you are all travelling the fame road
together, fee that you fall not out by the way, bur let us confider one- anether,
to provoke to love and gooa works, ftriving togeiher for the faith or the gofpci,
3s the prayer of yours in the faith and fellowfhip of the gofpel.

JOHWN DODGE, Moderator.

THOMAS MONTANYE, Clerk.
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