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MINUTES -

OF THE

WARWICK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
HELD IN WARWICK, MAY 29, 30 and 31, 1798.
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TUESDAY, MAY 29, 1798.

Y reafon of failure, Brother John Stanford, at twa o'clock, P. M. preached the
Y I introducory fermon, from 2d Samuel, 10+ 13- Be of gnd courage, and It us play
themen for eur people, and for the cliies of eur God : and the Lord de tihap which feemeth Lim

.

2. Brother Benjamin Montanye, was chofen Moderatox ; and Thomas Mentanye, Clerk.
N. B. Minitters names in Jtalics. Thole to whofe name an * is affixed, were not pre-
fent.  From the Churches with an $+ we had no intelligence. Daithes denote no feuled

Miaifter. -
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, . BlzizdsslsE| 5|8
Churches, Minifters and Meffengers. sl & 55.3el58l 8| ¢
| & |FRFE|FEI R 2
Thomas Mentanye, .
Warwick, James Burt,
Johu M. Foght. 1 2§ 1} 2] 1] 1lis6
York Town, $  KReubea Garrifon.® ol o] of ol of o35
Silas Soutbrwor th,
Wantage, iiumphrey Martin,
Joha Wilfon. ol ol 2|23 o o3
Newburgh, 7-/‘- —-d-g- ol o 1] o 1! ol 26
. T okn Dodge.
Clinton Town, Eazekiel Wh’itney. o 1 0 ° 1 o |28
New Cornwall,  Jetbro Fobnflon. ol of of o] of 2 |%o
Stanford, Ebenezer Ferris,® 1) o]l 1§ of o} 14320
CI‘O‘S Rlver,t P e S — — C © (o) o] o] 0 10
Beégord, % Caleh jones,® cl o] of o] o} o0
!-hlh.lel,f e« amem—an s c o ° © et o ;5
.‘ Ne . T
w-York, Jobn Williamas, o] 2 4 2 of ol as
Carried Ovir. 2Ji14) 91271 3) 4 1534
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Churchess  Minifters and Meffengerse '
Brougi}r forward, 2114 9127 3| 4 534
obn Caton,
Broukfield, James Brown. 13| 61 6| 7} o] nar
Deer.Park, Benjamin Montunye, ol 3| 3| 3] 1] o} 35
, Levi Hale
Pleafunt-Valley, John Hig;; inse al ol 3] of 2] | ¢
Peek’s.Kill, 4 Ifaac Rhoads,* ol ol o] of o} of 35
Middle- Town, Silas Hulfe. 1 6] o] 4} © ol 6
Fair Street, Jobn Stanford,
New-York. Daniel Hale. o} 31 3| 2 | 1] o 36
. Thomas Cazad,
Weit- I‘.own," i Coruelius Hanley. oj o 0 o' © o] 33
* This Church was received the pre- ——
fent year. 7 otul. 6 43 24 42 14 2 gp

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 8 o’clackk, A. M.
Meeting clofed with prayer, of Brother Joln Caton.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAT 30.

Met according to adjournmeni—meeting opened by prayer of the Moderator. -Bros
ther William Bifhop, bemy prefent, was invited to take a feat in the Aflociation.

3. The Circular Leuter, (appointed to be written the laft Affociation. by Brother John
Stanford,) being read, our Brethren John Dodge, John Cator, Willam B:fliop, John
Williams, James Burt and Humphrey Martin, were appointed a Conunittee, with the ate
thor, to revife the fume.

4 Received a letter from a numter of our Brethren in Pitt’s-Town, afking advice from
thi: body, to which we gave the fullowing anfwer : that this Affociitien view their tiwae
flon as uacomfortable, anu would exert themfilve« for their fp rivual advancenent, but ag
a Church by the name of Pitts- 1'own, now belongs 1o rhe Philadelphia Aflociation, we
wagld recommend rthem 10 that baly for councit ; and that our Brethren John Stanford
and James Burt, prepare an anfwer to them by letter, which being read in its order, was
approved. o b

. T'he Churches having feen the minutes of laft year by this Affuciation, mnramrgg ite J
retult of the joint commnittee, thar a pleaiing y rolpect prefented it «f an agreeable ae
cammodatian, between the New. York and Warwick Atlieiation 3 and as the motien wat

firlk inade in the New- York Affuciation, we expelicd a qontinuance of the msal’um;il :x:

!
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cueir maeting was prior to ours ; and cannot but exprefs our furprife, that we have had
no co.nmuaications from themn on the {ubject. o

6. In realiaz the letters from the Churchies, we notice, that notwithftanding in the
Conftrution of the Allbciation, we agreed, to ftate the dodtrines we held, fome of the
Churches have o nicted it, and wounkl wilh that our Drethern would, in this, be very parii-
cular, that we may appear to be one. ‘

7. The letter prepuarcd by Brother Johnflon, tothe Philadelphia Aflociation, being read,
was approved, and our brethern _]uhuCa(()n and Jolin W illiaws, appomtedour Meﬂcngcrs.

Clul.d by prayer, of Brother William Bitliop.

WEDNESDAY AYF | ERNOON, 2 o’clcck.

Brother John Willia'ns, preached from Eph. 2. 19 Hymn. Brother Jeihro Johnften,
preached frum John17. 11. Hymn. Broher John Stanfuid, gave animatiig inrelli-
genee of the efforts made v England, Scotland, &c. to promote the knowledge of Chrift.
—Hymm.  Bro.her John Dodge, preached from Deut. 33- 7. and concluded by prayer.

Adjourned, ull to-morrow 8 o’dock, A. M.

THURSDAY, ATAY 31,

Met according to adjournment.  Proceeded 1o butinefs—meeting opened by prayer.

8. The commi:tee upon the Circular Letter, reperted, that they had approved of ite
Vored, that it be printed, and that Brother Levi lale, prepare one for the next year.

9. Voted, that our next Aflociation be hield in Clinton Town, the laft T'uefday in May,
1799 Introductory fermon at 2 o’dock, P- M. by Biother Thomas Montanye, and in
cale of fallure, by Brother Jethro Jolniton.

1e. With pleafure we announce to the Churches, particularly thefe belonging to this
body, sur confolation in the clofe of this anniverfary ; that union, peace and love, abound-
edtreugh the whole, and thould have been happy, that more of our brethern had fhared
witii us in our joys. and the Ziou of God, in equal unanimity.

11. Vorzd, that Brother 'L homas Montanye, fuperintend the printing of the minutes,
and torward them to the Churciiess

Brotier Thomas Moazauye, teing the Pafinr of the Church, with whom we met ; he
wis deiired to conclude the Aifodiation with prayer.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

THE Warwick BapT ST AS>0C1aTION, CONVENED AT Warwick, Oraxce
CounTy, 1N Tiw STaTR or NEw.York, May 29, 1798,
TO TiE CHURCHES THEY REPRESENT. . e,
’ < . IC"L“!‘ ~ ¢ +
bl" 7, 24
Crace be unto you,and peace frém Cod
our Futher, 4nd frem the Lord Jefis Chrifl. ‘

EFLGVED IN THE LORD,
AS you have Jong been accuftonied to expe® from us an annual epiftle ; and as they
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have a tendency, not only to draw the attention to a particular fubject ; but to enlarge
our fellowfhip with Chrif, and with each other ; we new, in much affe€tion, addrefs you
on THE FULLNESS OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ; being perfuaded tha
a fubjet, fo interefting and important, will not fail to claim your moft folemn attention.
We pray that in our iuveftigation, the fpirit of Jefus, may lead us into his owh truth, and
make us inftrumental of encreafing your faith and joy in our moft glorious Redeemer !
Fullnefs is a term ufcd by the I\Few Teftament writers to exprefs the glory of the GOD.
HEAD, the purity of the MAN.HOOD, and the MEDIATORIAL SUFFICIENCY
of the LORD MESSIAH, as Head, Bridegroom and Redeemer of his fpoufe, the Church.
I. Inthis great Perforage, we fee refplendent, all the attributes, honours and produc.
tions that ever were, or ever can be afcribed to the felf.exiftent and eternal JEHOVAH ;
He s, the firft and the laf?, the beginming and the end, the Almighty. 1(aiah 41. 4. Rer. 1.
11 17. 7he God of the whole earth, 1laiah 54 §. God, and none eife. aiah 4. 22
God, over all, bleffed for ever, Romans 9. §. The Mighty God, Haiah 9. 5. The works
of nature were created by his word ; and the wheels of Providenee are turned at his plea-
fure ; for, be wus before all things, and by him all things confyft. Col. 1. 17. The winds
aad feas obey his voice ; Angels worlkip at his foot-ftool ; Devils tremble at his prefence ;
the dead arife at his command ! Zhe vaice of the Lord is full of Majefly. Plin. 29. 4. His
rignt hand is full of Righteoufnc/s. Pfm. 48. 10. The whole earth is full of bis glory. Maish
6. 3. Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord Cod Almigity, juft and true are thy 1aays,

thau King of Saints ; wha fhall not fear thee, O Lard, and glorify thy name # for thou enly st
baly - fur all nations fbhall come and worfhip befire thee, for thy judgements are made manifefit

Rev. 15. 3, 4. Thefe are fcripture seftimonies of Meffiah ; acknowledged as fuch by
all chriftian writers ; and are demonftrative of his eternal power and Ged-head.

Il. HUMANITY, in its highe®t degree of perfetion, was poffefled by Jelus of Naza.
reth. His body, foul, parts, paflions, life, were the complete meature and fcale of human
beings ; the requifitions ef law and joitice were fully anfwered in him and by hiin ; trudb,
Jove, benevolence, holinefs, magnaniniity : conftituting the fullrefs of human excellence,
in its highet luftre, fo fhone through all his private and public charadter, as confounded his

adverfuries ; compelled Satan to retire without a poffibility of finding evil in him ; and

confirmed the feripture teffimony concerning him, that be was boly, harmlefs. undcf 1 d, fe-
parate from finners. Heb. 7. 26.  As fuch, Mefliah was reprefented by all the perted
aninals appointed for ancient (acrafice ; and by the pure bodily qualifications, necedlary to
conftitute the Hebrew High.Prieit. Thas, according te the pred'@ion of Ifaiah, we fee
in Jefus, theman maore precious thun gold, and the golden wedge of Cplir, iiich 13. 12.
ITL In apeculiar manuer, the (criptures direc our attention to the fullnefs of Chrift,
as the Mefliah, Bridegroom and Redeemer of his Church ; iu the conftitution of his per-
fon, in the union of his two natures, GOD and MAN.  As the body and foul form the
p-roections of a hunan being : fo, the God-head and the Man-haod of Jefus in union,
comtiars visperfoad fallnels as, the oaly begatten nf the Father, full nf grace and trut)y, John
1- 14« Ennanu 1, God with us, Mat. 1. 23.  God manifefZ inthe f1 b, v, Vi 3. 160
The o, in wdwlloth all the fulln fs of the Grd-head botily, Col. 2. 9. The brigftnefs
of bis Fat.ek's gliry, and the expre/s imuge of bis perfon, Heb, 3. 3+ ke is the I\‘U% [f)‘DY

|
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GOD, in his divinity ; the CHILD, born in his humanity ; the SON given as mediater,
Ifa1ah g. 5. O how inconceivably great, wonderful and glorious, is the perfon of our Em.
manuel ! Pofleffed of alt the fallnef% of God.-head, snd all the fullnefs of Man-hood ;=
truly God, and truly Man ; each nature diftin&, wich their attendant attributes ; yet fo
united, as neither ot them are ¢onfeunded ; conflituting one glorious perfon ! Herein ex-
ifts Chrift’s ability to redeem his church, and (o render the divine attributes illuftrious. In
the humanity of Jefus, his bride is found in himfelf, as was Eve in the perfon of Adam:
fieth of his fleth, and bone of hisbone. His natural body and rational foul, were conftitut.
ed, or accounted guilt, and became the fubftance of the one offering for {in ; and alfo forms
the channel, through which, all the fullnefs of righteoufnefs, pardon, grace, holinefs and
happinefs, with every other glorious excellence, flows to his church from the pure, unde.
rived fountain of his God-head. Chrift is all in oli, Col. 3. 11.

By this method of contemplating the perfon of our bleﬂaed Redeemer, we confider our.
felves feriptural ; and, on that folid ground which will meither conduct our feet into anm
Arian, nor a Socinian path.—~W e are hereby in no danger of reverfing the aQls of a Ged,
for the tranfaitions of a creature ; ner of commitring idolatry, by worthipping the Saviour.
What is human, and what isdivine, are clearly diftinguifthable ; yetin all the a&ts of the
Son of God, we fee them glorioufly united, as the performance of the One Mediator.—
The feripture do&trine of the TRINITY, or perfonality of JEHOV AR, is allo maintain-
ed and rendered intelligible and glorious. The Divine Effence we are difpofed to believe
is neither communicated to, derived from, nor dependent upon the perfonality ; but all the
attributes of the God-head, are equally attributed to, and predicated of the Father, the
Son and the Spirit, as the ONE GOD. Of courfe, they each are objects of our faith,
worthip and adoration j—farther to penetrate into the profound deep of IIehovah’s exift.
ence, or profefs 1o be wife above what is written, we dare not, neither will we prefume.

We therefor rejoice in believing that our Lord Jefus Chrift, God-man Mediator, whofe
delights ware with the children of men, and who was fet up from everlafting ; poflefled a
fullnefs 9“0"8, wifdom and power, to engage as our furety.—In the adts of his humiliation
he had fufficient merit to obey, fuffer, bleed and die for our jnitification to eternal life.—
As our glorified Head, at his Father’s right hand, all fullnefs of Grace is depofiied in him,
for the conttant ufe of his believing family ; anfwerable to all their fins and fory e, until
they are broughe through the wildernefs and placed before the Saviour’s face in glory ;
of his fallnsfs have all we recesved. and grace for grace, John 1.16. And it is with plea-
fure we add, Ehis grace is not drawn from the well of the Saviour’s fuilnefs, by the bucket
of human merit : but by the HOLY SPIRIT, who is given to the ele& for that important
g‘:;goie; a?d whl?is thereby, the AUTHOR of their regéneration, converfion, pardon,

e, comfort, obedience, . : g ri i
beis sme of s, Rom. s ;crfcverancc unto glory.  Jflany man have nat the fpirit of Clrif?,
E It‘:s lmpofﬁwlc‘for us to eftimare the value, variety and depth of the fullnefs of Jefus!
GXT! ‘ed on his Throne as King in Zion, he hath a fullnefs of light to illuminate Jew and
b:rmi‘e fl‘!]"om pole to pole.—In t.he affliCtions and perfecutions of his Church, he hiath been
) nf‘ ul\-ve' mg P':Cﬂn all generations ; fored with unfearchatle riches for her unbounded

“won.—Not aproMisE in the Bible ; not an 0£F16x which the Son of God fuftains;
@
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a relation which he bears ; nor an erdinance which he hath appointed : but proclaims the
inconcevable excellisiice arnd glory of his fullnefs '—-\W ho knoweth: the number of immor.
tal fouis, which, in everv ape, of every tongae, and of every clime, for near fix thoufind
years, have denived virtue from the Redeemer’s hulnels, and were made whole ? By the
fullnefs of his power, what revoiutions hath the world rucendy undergone ; and with the
propliciie page in our hand, what vaft ¢vents are fhill anticipated 2 W hat blcflednefs is
now enjoyed by the {pirits of the juit made perfed in Heaven ; and what glories fhall the
Bride receive ; who is kis bady, the fullnefs of himthat flleth cllinail ! Epb. 1. 23. ZiON
BEHOLD YOUR KING! [hisis he of whom the Propheis wrote ; and this is e on
whom we believe.  Met as his Minifters aud Churches, in folemn  Aflodation, we bear
our humble teflimony to his glorious Perfon, and fhout in this our cawp, HALLELU ] AH,
FOR.THE LORD GZD CYUNIPCTENT REIGNETH !

Suffer us now, dear brethcrn, to exlyrt you as LV IDU ALS, to realize your happy
union with this gloricus Kedeemer, and to ive by faith and prayer upon his foul-fadisfyug
fullnefs. Itis your privilege to view your fouls, pardoned n his blood, juitfied in hs
righteou{nefs, and entitled to his grace. Empty in yourlelves, come conttantly to this
well of living water to quench ycur hirft and enliven you ' the way.  bEuiploy Jefus in
every thing ; make him your #ipha ana Ym.ga, and as the branch maintains its hte, by u
nion with the vine, and thus bears the richelt clutters, fo may you incellundy receive trom
the fullnefs of Jelus, to maintain your profefiion with honor ; be laden with the ftruits of
righteoufnefs ; advance in the unity of the fuith, and of the knvwledge of the Som of God, wi
perfoél men, unto the meafure of the flature of the fullns of Chiifi, Eph. 4o 13-

As MINISTERS, we wilh to animate each other to live upon the tullnets of Chrift our
glorious Matter, as tie only fource of encreafe inknowledge, enlargement ot heart, fupr
port under forrow, and fuccels in our labour.  In ourfelves, we are empty earthen veflils,
and if we are fillzd with gofpel treafure it muft be from the fullnefs of our Lord.  Let us
remenber, dear feilow-labourer., that be that <vaiteth upon bis Hafter fi-all be konored, Vrow
27- 18. And no greater honor do we defire, than a fight of his glory, a fenfe of his love,
the reception of his orders, and ufefulnefs in Zion. Let our ttudies, our houles, our puk
pits and our churches, bear witnefs that we have been with jefus.  Lavguilhnot in fo glo
rious a caufe 3 there is much to do for God inhis Church and in the world ; and while Eu
ropean Minifters, though {urrounded with the horrors of war, arie valiantly for the fpread
of Meflial’s peaceful Kingdom : may we gird on the harne(s afrefh, lay out vurfelves at home
and abroud, in humble hope that our Mafter will be with us and mak: bare his arm for the
converlion of finners, and the revival of his faints. And although Iirael te not gathcrfd,

a4 wework in the dark night of afilition, er, in the cloudy day of difcouragement ; o
clorious Madter is worthy of our fervice 3 a bright merning fhall difcover the work of il
prace, and we receive an segle reward in regions of glory, (fee 2d Cron. 15. 17.
bome re. 12.) Yetalitle while and our ferving time fhall be over ; let therefore the
{lcyy.ties of eternity imprefs our fouls, and the precioulnefs of Chrift fpiritualize our lips
A fewnore fermons—a few more trials—then—come death! come Angels! come judge:
ient ! cone Lord Jefus ' Tranfinitted beyond this vale of tears, we fhall be frrever il
boolondy im0/ prefonce there is fullnefs of joy, and at whofe right hund tiere ére pleq/'urz

o ey A e,
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AsCHURCHLS in gofpel fellowthip, we dire® you to the fullnefs of Chrift frem

whence alone you can receive grace to preerve you trem the arrors of the doy 5 i n
your profeffion without wavermy, enjov the pleafures ot communion, be ivpplied wirh a
fucceflion uf evangelical Teachers and Pattors, and encreafe with men as with 4 fiodk.
Remember, you are in the Sardian Churct: ffute, Rev. 3. 1, 6. bearing n.ore the inage
of death than of life, and your works are very far from being perf.ét before God. - Cur
day is neither clear nor dark ; pure, nor wholly corrupted. 1 hough crror and luke-warm-
nefs abound, there are a few names that are worthy, and walk in white robes of urity, in
dotrine and in life.  Be watchtul and ftrengthen the thinys that are ready to die ; hold
fuit that thou hait received ; repent of thy fins, left the Lord come with cerre@on in an
unexpelted hour. No greater encouragement can we offe~ to you than the fullnefs of
Chrit, which is adequate to pardon ard to reftore. If you pant after a revival of religion
and an harvell of fouls ; both muft flow from this fountain of grace. 1his moon light,
Sardian State, will, in a very tew years be fucceded by the Philadelphian, Rev. 3. 17, 13.
when the Lord Jefus thall reign in all his fullnefs in a more fpiritual, glorious manmer ;
Jews thall be converted ; the fullnefs of the Gentiles fhatl be brou(g_ht in; and the king.
doms of this world , becowne the kingdom of our Lord ard of his Chrift. A period this,
which, probably, your children, whom you now lead by the hand to worthip, may happily
enjoy ! Then, afier the fhort period ot the Laodi-ean ftate, Rev. 3. 14, 22. fhall com.
mznce the grand MILLENIUM, when converfion work thall be complete ; the Bride
fhall have made herfelf ready ; Jefus the glorious Bridegroom fhall reign a thoufand years,
before his Ancients glorioufly, and then, receive his Bride into the inconceivable blifs of
swernity | Even /o, come Lord jefus.

BENJAMIN MONTANYE, MoberaTor.
THOMAS B. MONTANYE, Crzrx.
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