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WARWICK, ‘ORANGE COUNTY, STATE OF NEW-YORK;

‘May 29 AND 30, 1804,
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TUESDAY: Mavy 29., 1304,

T 2, o'clock, P. M Brether JOHN DODGE, by apnointment 1aft vear, preach-
“/ ) edthe Introdu@ory Sermon, fiom Ifaiah-42. 16, These thirgs will I do unto thei:
L nob forsake them,
)2 Ahu Sermon, preceeded tor b-xhnef».—-nBro.hcr JOHN CATON was chol’m MQJ‘
2yorand Brother LUKE 1YAVIS, Clak.
} The Letters from the difterent Churches of this Association were then read.

. B. Minifters rames in Capitals. Licenced preackers in [talics, Thofe marked w ;m
%nn afterifk (*) were not prefent. "From the Churches marked thus 4, we had no in-
tteigence, . Dathes (—) denote no fetiled minifter.
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JOHN STANFORD,*-
THOMAS CASAD.
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4. Received a letter from Elder Fouwtqm, refpeéting the faith and order of the church®
at York-’l own, Croton, wlich was perfe&ly fah:faﬂony
. Received aletter from the chiurch at Noxth Caftle.

be cntered .on otr minutes.

Ordered, that the faid church |

6. Received the minutcs of the Phlladclp!m AfTociation, by their mefTenger Thonﬂa’

B. Montanyc.

7. Qur brethren Thomas B, Mentanye and James Burt, aprointed laft year on the
part of this Affociation, to affit in fcttlm“ a diffute between this and the New-York
Aflociation, report:d, ‘That a council, conﬁftme of our brethren Samuel Jones, David
joncs and Durgefs Alh!'vn, appointed by the Pliladelphia Affociation, had met, and af-
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jor hearing all matters of controver(ly between the two Afﬂ'gigtions, reermmended ank
conaluded, that all difputes and diff:rences be buried in onlivion, and that the partics
mutually and cordially unite in Chriftian fellowfhip—which was accorded in by tkis
Aflogiation. : L
Tiis Aflociation feel themfelves indebted to the Philadelplia Affuciation (for their at-
tantion to a joint reque(t of this and the New-Yaork Al}'oczi:xtio:}) .for.the appointirg ‘a
2 council ¢f afitunce ; and hercby prefent the thanks of this Allociaticn to our bretlex
Samue! Jones, David Jones and Bu gzfs Allifon, for their Chriftian advice in biinging
{a fong and painful content on. | . '
seived a letter from the church at Fifhkill, requelting fupplics.
sther ‘T"homas B. Montanye concluded in prayer,
djourned till to-morrow morning, eight c¢'clock, ‘

. WEDNESDAY, May 30, o
fet according to adjournment.—Bufinefs introducedby prayer by brother South-

Lead the Circu'ar-Letter prepared by brother Dodge, and the following peifons,
- author, appcinted as a commiittee 10 vevife the fame, viz. bicthren T. B. Mon-
‘erris, Southworth tnd Davis, | | , ' . :
A\ppointed brother John Dodge to'write to the Philadzlphia Afcciation, and bro-
il to the Renflelwerville, , : o
Appointed the brethren Burt, Caton, Connolly and B. Montanye, as 2 commit-
»oint out the places moft proper to fend the [tinerant. -
Received the colleQion from the diffecent churches for the fupport of the Itinerant.

) Dols. Cts.
“Warwick, = - . 12 g0
‘Wantage, - 2 §O
Newburgh, - - 4 00O
Fayette-fireet, New-York, 35 17
Fair-ftrecet, New-York, 12 20
Brcokfield, - 6 10
Deer-Pa k, - - 1 8
Plcafant-Valley, -~ 11 00°
Middle-Town, - 1 37
Wilt-Town, - 7 23

W
0 .

TO(&’) ) 9 3 o !
16. The church in Fayette-ftrcet, New-York, having exprefid their defire to join
'thq New-York Affociation, at their naxt annual meeting, we therefore, though forry to
Jole their aid in this AfMciation, readily confent to the fame. , ;

1%, Supplies fer deftitute churches: | |

v Fifpkdl. Brother Hall, 2d Lord’ day in July ; Davir, the laft in July, the, fict in
Apnilyand frit in Mav, DBrother Charlick, the firlt in Auguft and fitft'in September,
. Corum.  Brother Hall, 2d Loid's day in September ; brother Ferris, firlt in Avgufl;

Yop Yy aye ! . . . . B
vrouier Chalick, the Lift in Q&ober; brother Fountain will vifit as often as he can;
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13. Arpointed brother Silas Southward to write the Circular Latter in referve,

19. This Aflociation to me:t at Bodford, the laft Tucefdav in My, 1305, Introduc.
tory Scrmon to be preachied by brothe Benjamin Montanye; in caie of fadure, brotlies

Cafad. |
 20. Appeinted brether Luke Davis to attend the printing the Minutes; and to for.
‘ward them to the churches, |

21. Brother T, Montanye concluded in prayer. .

22. Adourned till two o'cleck.

o | ) ATFTTERNOON.

23. Met at two o’clack for public worthip. . Brether Liuke Davis preached from,
o Cor. 2. 16, Lo the onc we are the fwvrur of death unto deathy, &c.  Brother Connelly
from Rev, 3. v1, Fold that faft whick thou haft that no man take thy crown. Brother T,
B. Montany: from A&s 26. 2.4, Much learning doth n:ake thee mad. .

"24. Proceedad t bufinefs.—The committee appointed to examine the Circular Let-
tar reperted, That they had infpe&led and approye the fame; and it was ordered to be
printed, | o )

25. The committes appointed to dirc&t the circuit ofthe Ttincrant, reported, that the
praces moft fuitable, in their judgment, is as follows:—Beginning in the fettfement call-
ed the Miniiink, on the ealt fide of the Delaware iiver; thenc: proceed up the Never-
fink river, through all the villages and fettlements as tar as Thompfon-Town; from
thence to Cochechton on the Delaware rivery thence up the faid river, on the eaft fide
of the fame, as far as the mouth of Papa&on branch ; from thence up the fame, alony
its difficreng branches, until it interfeéts the road leading from Sidney-Town to Kings-
ton and from thence throughthe towns, of Maxble-Town, Rochefler and Mamakating:
which compleats this roate, -

" This committee further propofe; that the Ttizierant proceed on this circuit twice, and
then mzake a report of the probable fuccefs, to a committee appointed toreceive the fame;
and that the fuid commitee fhall have power,and may, if they think it expedien:, change
and alter the faid route from time to time, all.of .which proceedings fhall be reported to
the Affociation, at thelr next anrual meeting. '

26. Appointed brethren Caton, Southward,Burt and Hallock, as a committee to dire&:
the concerns. of the Itincrant, during the recefs of the Affociation, with full powers to
aét in all things. neceflary to promote the fame.- r

27. This Aflociation appoinr our brother Beajaniin Montanye our Iinerant—May
the Great Head of thechurch make his way profperons,

28. This Aflociation, defi-ous of fpreading the gofpel, entreat the different churches
tq continue the colle&ion for the Itinerant,and to forward the fame, by their mell.ngers:
to the next Affociation. \

29. T'e letter to the Ren(felacrville A flociution; written by brother Hall, was read
and approved; our brethren John Caton and Silas Southworth are our meflenzers.

30. Brother Luke D:vis is appoint:d our meflunger to the Philadelphia Affociation?,
byother Dodge to write the letter at bis leifure,., . -7
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" CIRCULAR LETTER.

WARWICK BAPTIST ASSGCIATION, convened at Warwick,
Orange County, State of New-York, May 2gand 30, 1804,

Lo the Churches we reprefent, fend Chri Riar-falutaiions .
k1icy {/ .
JELCVED IN THE ‘Lonn,. i

l1ine, 1796, we addrefled you upon the charafter and office of a Deacon; we now
uid tarn vour attention to the cffize and qualification of Elders; and here we are
.4 to be concifes as the limits of our letter forbid the contra‘y ; and belore we en-
-on the fubjo€t thall make a few remarks.

It hath been obferved by fome, that the o~dination of Elders, confifts only in this;
Jirch cheoofing and app:obaring them by lifting up or ftretching cut of hands, Aéts
:1: alfo by others, that the impofition of hards is not efiential to the ordination of
- der; but if fo, why is it fuid, Afls 13. 1, a, 3—-The Hely Ghofl f4id; to the church
wiiochy feparate e Barnchas and Savl, for the work whereunto I have called them ; and
cthey had fafted and prayed,and laid their hands on them, they fent them away. Doubt-
-they were approved of by the church before, but the word to feparate, mecans fome-
: more than barely to be taken from their brethren. It figmifies alio, that they arc
¢ diftinguifhed from othes by fome note or inark; the laying on of hands, as it was
ithe Lievites, being feparated from their brethren, they were devoted to God by lay-

ncf the people’s hands... And Mofcs lzid his hand upon Jofhua, as the Lord com-
el him, that he might tand in his place and be a leader of the people. Should it be
ithat the Jaying on of hands for the ordination of minifters was Apeftolical, sird with
seaafad, we would afk what Apoftles were there in the church at Antioch, at the time
'» Barnabas and Saul had hands laid on them ? were they not certzin prophets and
sas, - Timothy had the hands of the prefbytery laid on him ; and the Apofile char-
~'my to lay hands fuddenly on no mun. . :
- Wefee how ordination was performed, by fufling and prayer: By falting to fhew
tenot to rufh into the prefence of the Lord, to aét and tranfaél in the things of the
: 'O_m, as a horfe into the battle, inconfiderately ; but with the greateft humility and
wuity of fpiriiy for with God is terrible majefty : By prayer, for who is fufficient for
"tiings? none but the great head of the church, the Lord Jefus, who is the only
wiver; therefore, it becomes us to lock to him by prayer and fupplication, for dirce-
v all our affairs, efpecially in the things of the fanétuary; thus the Grea' Head of
¢itrch, when about too choofe his Apoftles, he prayed all night urto God; and
© 1t was day, he calied unto- him his difciples, and of them he chofe twelve, and or-
+d e, whom alfo he named Apoftles. .

Weal® fee who they are that sre to be ordained difciples. Peter te'ls the brethren, .
lifom amorg them, muft ene be ordained to b2 2 witnefs with us of his refurreflion. .
“loamdman that laboreth mufl be firfl pariaker ¢f the fruit. 2 Timothy 2. €.

—
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We ceme now to fhew the office of an Elder.  Elder, in the New Teftame,.
gencral nams, comprehending under it all fuch as have any ecclefialticul fun&lion
fhops—Paltors—"T1eachers—Watchmen—3tewards., - e

1. Bilhops, who are (ivitval oveifeers, having the charge of {ouls, to inftru@ 5,
them by the word; not Lords over God'’s heritage, but being ¢nfamples to the
fervants of Cniilt and the church.  Whofoever will be chisf among yous faith Ci-
Mim ba your fervan’y, Matthow 20, 27, And the Aroftle fpeaking to the Lildeys .
church of Tohefus, fuith, Take keed therefire unto yourfeloes, and ta all the flock over
the Isly G,’wjl kath urade you overfeers.. I'hey are to take heed to themiclver, ¢
do all things according to the rule and pattera givea in the word of Gad, rot @),
to declare all the counfel of God, teaching them to eblerve all things whatfoeve, |
commandad you, They mutt take heed to the flock ; fee Tius 2, & 3

2. Paftors, or Shephierds, who take the care of theep,  The frints are Chr'fih
and as he promifed to give raftors after his own heart, that theuld feed then vin
ledge and underftanding, he faid unto Peter, feed my fheep; foed my Jasbe: i
to be fed with whelefonie food, the fincere milk of the woid, holding falt the |
found words, the doctrines of the Gofpel, viz. the being of a God; a i"l‘l'inity o
in the Godhead, Father, Son and H ly Gheit ; the fall of Adams and the imsuts
hLis fin to his pofterity ; the ciriuption of human nature, and inaliilicy of pe: forn
which is fpiritually er morally good ; the eveilafting love - f God to his peorle;
cleélion of a definite number of the human race to grace and glory ; the ccver
grace ; pa ticular redemption ; juftification by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrilt:
~don and reconciliation by his blood ; regene.ation and fan&ification- by the inf
and operations of the [uly Spirit; the final perfeverance of the faints in grace ; :
furrcétion of the dead and cternal judgment : This being a fummary of the faith
was once delivered to the faints, wh'chi min:{ters are to preach, and for which they
carneflly contend, and that faithfully without fear of offending mun, not hand!
word of God deceitlully, but by manifettation of the truth, without any terms, L
-offers, or condizions whatfoever, that it may be all of grace.

3. Teachers. Scme fuppole, where it is faid fome paftors and teachers, the
exegotical, and only explunatory cf the office.of paltors, that they are teachers;
th:n we bhave only anticipated fome things under the former head, and thall add, o
ers, they ave to inftruét the peopleinto the myft.ries of the kingdom, and the /i
fovercign grcce ; the gevernment, order and difeipline of the church; their fuh-
to the laws and erdinanc:s of Chritt’s Loufe, to wit ; none ate to be 1cceived b
acredivle profeffion of their faith in Chrifl; and the mode of baptifm by an imm
into watcr, as the word holds forth. |

a. Watchmen. 8o of man, {aith the Lovd, I kave mads thee a watchman untoth:
of Ifiacl. Ezek. 3.17 ; and cgain—1I fkave Jet watchmen on thy walls, O F. rufaien:
(hall vewer hold their peace day nor night, Ifziah 62. 6. A watchman muft bea o
“Z.cny one that is born of God, taught by the fpiiit, and hath the caufe at heart;
{tranger ; one that is a firanger to union and eommunion with Chrifty how fl.int
Jaw, and made alive unto God by fuith in Chrift Jefus; a firanger (o the operations
Holy Spi.it in his foul, is a firanger o the p.ople of God, ignorant af what they
in neud f=Tkerefore, as John fatth, the world knoweth ug noly becanft it knew b

oy
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e e will betray his truft s The hireling fleeth Lecanfe feisa Vireling, 14y cue
", Againy 2 watchman muft not floep unierhis charge; he muft be cnpagel in
r e, for we are furrounded by cnemies ; thercfore he muft give the a'arm when.
e enecmy makes his appearanceé by fu'fe do@rines leading frem Chygift; falf:
cyverting facred truths, and every error that may abound to the leading the fonl
iom the fimplicity ofthe gofnel ; Therefore, fuith Paul to Timotky, but watehtlon
<ingsy endure affliciionss do the work of an Lvangelifty make full proof of thy ninifiry.
Sy de B ) v
q“S‘ds Moreozer it is vequired in flewards, thet.a-man bé fomzd [m'll./}:/. 1 Cor,
snd our Loud faithy W7o then is that faithful and awife flewardy avlom his Lovd _/Zm/{
- or cver his houfehold, to give them their portisn of nirat in due fmﬁm £ it is plain,
“cfe whem the Lord kath drawn with loving kindnefs, and with bands «f love,
1.3. Hefo 11, 4. Thislove being fhed abroad in the foul, engageth them to be
5 for the love of Chrifl confiraineth us, faith the Apeftle. 1love my mafter, faith
—uful minifler, and thesefore itis my delight to fpeak ¢f him in his effentialy per-
d relative glery, as the Lead, chict, life, the allin all, the glory of God, the elo-
.2 faints, of love, faith, hope, ftrength, fuccour, conqueft, and viQory ; the faints
;s nheritance and portion, enjoying all in him and trem him, as their-God, their

-law, which is-a tranerint of his perféQions they love, and are fairhful to fet it
. thet gocd and acceptoble, and perfeét will of God; what a perfe& natuvre it re-
w0 land before ity what perfe@t and perpetual obedience it requireth; ard what
“ite fatis'2&ion it denmrands for the tranfgreflicn therec f, that it flops every mcuth;
:7dl hope ; convinces cf fin, which is the tranfereifon of the low ; and flays 1l e
~-he dies, but when the light ¢f life fhines to the fcul, they fee Chrift the compleat
‘deliverance, by his perfen, life, fifiering and death, anfwering fo fully to all the
s cflaw and juflice, and being enabled by the fpirit and grace ¢f God, 10 fly to
cond take fan€tuary under the fhadow of his wing; they foy, Lerd what wilt thon
e to do'; now, being not without law to God, but under the law to Chrift, they
tinthe law of God atter the inward man, and make it a rule of their morzl con-
1 the world,  ‘Great peace have they which love thy law, faith the Pfa'mift.
- g fpel, being the treafures of God's love in Chrift, opencd to us the foul quick-
wirds they love, becaufe it thews that Chrift is -the end of the law for rightecar-
. them that believe 3 they faithfully fet foith, hold up, publifh and proclaim the
-vat.ong the finifhed redemyticn 3 the everlafting rightecufnncds hreught in, peace,
i ond reconeliatic n through the blood of Chrifty acceptunce in bis perfen, j flifi-
* by his righteoufnefs imputed, with all the gloricus promifes of life and the hlcfs-
t erof, by faith in Chrift Jelus, that the bcliever may be made to rejoice with joy
e ond full of glory. . |
Toufchold of faiih, over which Mofts as a fervant was faithful in his time; 2nd
*sa fun over his own houfe was faithfulito him that appeinted himr. Ieb. 3.2, 6;
J With the feints. Hof. 11, 12, Now ¢s they are the childien ot one Father, lo-
“Iithe fame love, Lot ght with one blood, tzught by cne fpirit; for they that are
‘o the Lord are ore fpirit; there is fuch an unicn between the min'fter ard the
‘i¢3rle, that they ‘Lecome faithiul--difpenfers of the truth tothem; giving cvery

,/
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one a portion of meat in due feafon ; faithful inleading them into the green p, -
of the life givinz golpel, betide the ftill waters of confolation ; faithful in fecdip,

with the precious things of the laftirg hills, the unfpeakable riches of Chrift; fair:
warning them that arc unruly ; fuithful in the difcharge of every duty, in ruling ap
verning. Here, fome may exclim and fav, who is fufficient for 1hefe thing:; fq,.
it requires mo-e prudence, pati»nce, fortitude, fidelity and meeknefs than ever ¢y,
the brcaft of one man; but they have the promifes of their matler, Jo 1 am wilh ;.
way, for their fupport, ‘ '

We now come to fireak cf the qualifications'neceflary for an'Eder. Bythe defc,-
the apoftle Paul hath given; we fhall fee how anxious he was, to have the office
with fuch as weuld be a ¢ edit to it; each candidate, faith he, muft be blame'efs, 1},

« band of one wife, vigilant, fuber, of gosd behaviour, given to hofpitality, apt ta teach,
wen to wine, no-flrikers not greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient, not covrtous ; oue that ,
well his own houfe; a lover of gocd men; jufls holy, temperase ; muft held faft the f
words as he hath Lecn taught ; muft be able by found doftrine beth {0 exhort and convine: -
Jayers ; and mufl kave a good repirt of them that are without, 1 Tim. 3. Tit..1. W,
leave this without comment.

Now, dear brethren, as the offfte of an Elder is fo- great acharge, conne&ed wi-
welfare ot Zion, ho'v doth it become you, as churches, to be deliberate and fole-
the choice of fuch cfficers a:aong you ; how attentive fhould you be, to the liv
‘do&rine. of thofe whom vou may call forth to the work of praching the gofyel: -
perfons frould nct only be tricds if they be apt to teach, which is indifpeafibly nec |
which is a gift only of God, all other qualifications, without this, being infufficier,
alfo that they befound nota novice, that s, unfkilled in the word of righ:ec ufief:
no man can give that to-anotker whica hethath n -t him'elf; therefére the advice «f.
to Timothy, is pertinent to cach candidate~~give attendance to reading, to exhor.
to do&rine; thus they may prove themfelves workmen that needeth £ t to be aft.
:Rightly dividing the word of truth; for the/ wart of this :prudent care, do we not f..
cau’e, why thereis fuch a varietv ot funjiments piomulyat=d in the kindy and :
.church is the pillar znd ground of the trugh, ‘they fhould fuffer nothing to goour .
them but the truth; and when they find 1thofe qualifications in fom= geod degree,
‘the mirifterial gift of being 2pt to teich in any one, they ought to ercoursgei!
fhould the candidate be warting in the knowledge of the dofrines of the gofpel,
fhould be like Aquilla and -'rifcilla of ‘old, expound unto th.m the ways ot Ged
perfeblly ;. for itis neceflary the cundidare fheuld be found in the fuith; we pre
that no one¢, unlefs he can pieduce the fame evidence that Paul did; Cal. 1, 1. by
willbe willing & ready tohcarkento the chuich, their brethren, in things agreeahleti v

And you, dear brethren in the miniftry, you fee your calling; y- u have more:
.than anv other <lafls of men ; like the Levites, you are teken from smong your bre:
.as an offzing \nto God, that you may exccute the fervice of the Lord, A 1icht
.ture cf mind is necefTary for a faithful difcha-ge of it.  Lzbor then for cvery qu'’
‘tion you nced, by readirg, prayirg, fludying and prcaching, that you may le acce;:

*Jafty with awell done gead and faithful fervant, eater thew into the joy of thy Lord. A

- | JOHN CATON, MoODERATOR.
LURE DAVIS, Crrrk,




