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My LORD,

X%sx HEN I view the original right, power and
Chareer, confirm’'d, fcaled, and ratitied to the
M W A Province, or Inhabisants of Rbodc-1fland, and
" el its flanding in full force, and unrepealed for
xxx more than an hundred years ; which is as fol-
lows :—¢¢ Be it enalled, that no freeman,
*¢ fhall be 2aken, or imprifoned, or deprived of his frechold, or
*¢ liberty, or free cuftom, or be out-law'd, or exil'd, or other-
*¢ wife detroy’d, nor fhJlbe opprefled, judged or tondemned,
“ but by the Law of this Colony. And that no min of
‘¢ what ftite or condition foever, fhall be put cut of his fands
““ or Tenements, nor takci, nce imprifoned, nor difinherited,
* nor BAx1surDp, (obferve this my Lord,} nor any ways de-
““ ttroy’d, or Mo LEsSTED, without being, for it, brought to an-
*“ fwer, by a due courfe of Law of this CoLony”: Me-
thinks, that even your Lordfhip, will not tlame them if shey ftand
£ai in the Liberty wherein they were made free.
As a fly, or a worm, by the law of nature, has as freat
# right to Liberty, and Freedom, (according to _theirfpéu&g
" pphiere
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fphere in life,) as the moft potent monarch uj.on the earth :
And as there can be no other difference between your Lord-
fhip, and myfelf, but what is politicd, 1 therefore, without
any further apology, tuke leave to o'k vou- 1. ifhip, whether
any one that fears GOD, ! .- 0 i (o as himfolf,
(which is the true Scriptuic-imak ot a chiihian,) will op-
PRESs his fellow-creatures ? if they will, where are the
beauties of Chrillianity ? Not to be feen in this life, how-
ever they muy be feen in the next,

I HAVE feen what is faid to Le an authenticated copy of your
Lordthip’s]_ztter to the Govesior of Rhode-11l:nd, in which there arc
fuch DicraTions. DirtcTioNns, and pollitive Com-
MANDS, to opprefs, with tyranny, a free Peple, which is
inconfiftent with a good man, or a Chrifti«n to have any
concern or agency therein, The law of GOD  directs us
to do ‘unto others, as we would they fhould do unto wus.
£nd knowing that your Lordthip is well acquuinted with
the Divine Oracles, having hid the honour to dire at your
Lordthip’s Seat, in Statfordthire, and wus, when in Englund,
perfonally acquainted with Mr. M rigit, vour Lordfhip’s Stew-
ard, and with the good and pious Charadter your Lordfhip
bears. 1 therefore take this Iave (as a fellow-chriftian, as cne
that loves; as_the highef hippinefs of his exifience, the Beax-
ties, Spirit, and Lire of Chriffi:nity,) to afk your Lordthip,
how vyour Lordfhip would like to have kis Birlh-right_, Lﬂ@rty
and freedom, as 4n bkaglithn.n, taken away by his King,
or by the Miniftrv, or boh ? Would net your Lordfhip im-
mediately fay, it was Tvranny, Oppreflion and Diftruction,
by a difpotic power ¢ Would not your Lordfhip be ready to

arm the Nation ; and point out the STaTL upon the brink
of diftrultion ?

My LORD, .

ARE not the Liberties of the Americans as deartothem as thofe
of Britons ? Suppofc yow Lordfhip had Lroke the Laws of
kis King, and Country ; would not your LO!‘dﬂ]lp be willing
to be try’d by a Jury of your peers, 3‘_'00"‘}'_"8 to the Lau'/s
of the lind ?* How would your Lovdfhip like to be fetterd
with jrons, and drag’d three thoufand miles, in a hell ypox;
earth. # No ' Lutin a Ifrii upon water”, to take your tr!al !
is not 1iis contrary i the fpirit of the law, and the r:gh(:;

* Through 1 Maa of Wur. crew,
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Af an Fnglitbman ? Yet thus you have given direlion, as
the King's Agent, or the agent of the Miniftry, to defiroy
the rights and laws of the Awmcricans. How your Lordfhip
can anfwer for this agency of injuftice btefore GOD, and
Man, will be very dithcult : However, if great men, and good
men, and Chriftians can dare to do fuch things as thefe (when
in power,) Heaven grant that I may have -~ acquaintance
with them in this world ; or if they have any power in
Heaven, not in the world to come ; for 1 think, my Lord,
that fuch men, who will take away the Rights of any peo-

e, are necither fit for Heaven, nor Eurth, cither fit for the

Land or the Dunghik:

Your Lordfhip letsus know that the cafe of the burning th¢
Gafpee Schooner hasbeen laid before the law fervants of theCrown,
and that they make the crime of a deeperdie than piracv, namely,
an a& of high treafon, and levying a war againft the King.

W ELL my Lord, and fuppofing this to be she cafe, arenot the
Rhode-lflanders fubjets to the King of Great-Britain ? Has not
the King his attorney, his courts of judicatory to decide matters
between the King and the fubjells ? Why then muft there
be New Courts of admiralty ereted to appoint and order the inha-
bitants to be contin'd, and drag’'d away three thoufand miles, from
their families, laws, rights and libertiss, to be tried by their ene-
mies ? Do you think my Lord, this is right in the fight of God
and Man ? | think if the Rhode Iflanders fuffer this infringement
of their liberties, granted them by their Charter, from the King of
England, any place out of Hell is good enough for them, for was
there ever fuch cruelty, injuftice and barbarity ever unite] againft
a free people before, and my Lotd Dartmouth to have an hand in it,
from whom we might rather have expeted mikinefs, mercy, and

the rights of the people fupported.

Your Lordfhip’s letter frequently reminds us that this deftruftive
authority, {to deftroy the lives and liberties of the people) is his
Majefty's will and ple ifure. How far his Majefty may be
influenc’d and ditated by his Miniftry 1 will not take upon me to
fay, but thatit is his Majefty’s will and pleafure of his own
mind and confent, I will not believe a word of it, for his Majefty
# a perfon of more tendernefs and underftanding, than to attempt
fuch tyranny, befides, his attempt to defiroy the Rights of the
People—Jefiroys his Right as King to reign over them, for ac-

‘ cording
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cordingto his Coronation oath, he has no longer a Rigk: to the Bri-
tith Crown or Throne, than he maintains inviolable firm the Laws
and Rights of the People. For violating the people’s rights, Charles
$.eward, King of England loft his Head, and if another King, who
is> more folemnly bound than ever Charles Steward was, fhould tread
in the fame fleps, what can he expect ? Ireverence and love my King,
but I rever the rights of an Englithman before the authority of
any King upon the Earth, 1diftinguith greatly between a Kin
and a Tyrant, a King is the guardian and truftee of the rights an
laws of the people, but a Tyrant deftroys them,

Bes1pEs my Lord, the inhabitants of America know as well
““ as the people of Lingland, that the péople are the right and
‘¢ fountain of power and authority, the original feat of Majefty——
‘¢ the Author of laws, und the creators of officers to execute them,
¢ And if at any time they fhall find the power they have conferred
#¢ abufed by their TRUSTEES, theit MajEstyY violated by
‘¢ tyranny, or by ufurpation, their authority proftituted to fup-
‘¢ port violence, or fkreen corruption, the laws grown pernicious
‘¢ through accidents unforefeen, or rendered ineffectual throu
‘¢ the infidelity of the executors of them. Then it is their
¢ R1GHT and what is their right, is undoubtedly their priviledge
¢ and duty, ("as their eflential power and Majefly) to refume that
“¢ delegated power and authority they intrufted them with, and
‘¢ call their trufteesto an ACCOUNT ; to refit the ufurpation,
‘¢ and extirpate the tyranny ; to reftore their fullied MAJEsSTY
‘¢ and their proftituted AUTHORITY ; to fufpend, alter or abro-
¢¢ gate thofc laws, and punifh the unfaithful and corrupt officers,
¢ Nor is it the duty only of the united body but EvER Y member
¢« of it ought, accordingto his refpetive rank, power and weighs
“¢ in the ccmmunity, to CONCUR in advancing thofe glorioug
“ depns.” “¢ This is my Lord the happy conftitution of
““ Englind, the power, right and Majefty of the people which has
#¢ been frequently recognized and eftablithed. By whichMajcﬁz.
¢ right and power, Kings are made, and yNMADE by the
*¢ choice of the people; and laws enaéled, and annulled only by
‘¢ their own confent, in which none can be deprived of theie
¢ property, abridged of their freedom, or forfeit their lives with-
‘¢ out an appeal to the laws, and the verdict of their Pesrs or
¢ equals.” My Lord, as this is according to the laws of
Englind, the liberty, priviledge and power of his Majefty's fubjeéts ins
Grea-Pritain, why not then the priviledge of his M’;jeﬂy's jfetgc

' 3
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je&ts in America ? has his Majefty /as it feems tobe all laid vper
bim) two kind of laws, one for Fnglund and the other for .ime-
vica, a power toreign as King and guardian of his people’s rights
at home, and a power to deftroy the rights of the Colonics abroad ?
I really don’t underftand itmy Lord, if he hasno right to do 1ir,
why does he do it ? If you fay the king does rot do it, why
do you fay he does ? This is uiing his Majefty crued. However
fomebody does it, your Lordihip fays it is his M yelty with his
Privy Counfcl, the latter I rathor think. However be it who it
will, whether the King, Minifiry or Parliament, they have no
more right to do it, than they have to cut your Lordihip’s throat.
Has not your Lordthip a right to oppofc any power that may af-
fault your Lordthip’s Perfon, right or privilege, without its been
deem’d rebellion againft the Kingand ftate ?—Yes, fure you have !
Then furely my Lerd an Americin has the fame right to coppofe
every ufurping power (let it be frem wham it will; that aifaults
his perfon, or deprives him of his own liw or lilerty as an Anic-
rican. Has he off eaded, yes! Is he willingto be tried by his cvg
laws ? yes! Then that man, that King, that minifter of fiute, te
who he will, is worfethan a Nero Tyr A NT that fhall affumc to
drag him three thoufand miles to be tried by his ENEMIES.

Besipks my Lord, what is rebellion, if 1 underftand ic ri ht,
they are perfons rifmg up with an afflumad authority and power tg
aft, dictate and rule in direct vic lation to the laws of the Lind—-I
belicve my Lord, 1 am right here for this resfoa, your Gaveral
FANNING, and your Governor TRYo N when in North-Cuo-
lina, thought fo, and like cruel llood thirly fzvages, murdercd
mankind for thinking th:t they had a right o oppole any
power- that attempted to defiroy their Iaser11ns.  This was
my Lord a2 crucl barbarcus flaughter of wankind However,
if it was deemed rebellion in thein, and abey were teated as
rebels, bacaufe they (as the mimifiry fuid ) bioke the luws of the
goverment of the Province ; then furely it tollows, that the
King’s Miniflry and Parliament muftbe Ri ki s, to Gud and
mankind, in attempting to overthrow, (by guns, by fivords, Ly
the power of war )the laws, and guvenuent of Rtode-Ifland.
Have not the Rhode-1flanders as much right to the jrivileges of
their own laws, as the King of England his talis Crown ? fue
they have ! Then furely, that man muft bte a tyrint in Lis foul,
that fhall deem it rebellion in the Rhode-lflanders, fuppctng
they fhould kill every man, that fhull aempt to defticy
shedr laws, rights and liberties. 5 ,

;J'
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Iris true my Lord, the Gafpee Schooner is defiroyed, an¥
sh:rcby the Laws of England are violated, (as you apprehend,)
bty Indians out of the woods, or by Rhode-1flanders, 1 cannot
fay who; but it is a with me my Lord, whether there
is any Law broke in burning the Gafpee Schooner ; if it was
done by the IND1A NS (which is the wrent:r:m)thcn there
is no Law broke ; for the Scripture fays, **where there it us
Law, there is mo tramfgreficn.  And it is well known, that the
ladians were never under any Law to the Englith ; did [ fay,
thev were ncver under any Law to the Englith, Heaven forgive
me! | mean my lord no other Law, than the Sword and
Bayonet ; the fame Low that fome would fain bring the Americans
under now. But fuppofe my Lord, that this deed was done
by the Rkode-lflanders, the query is #till with me——nlcthen
there is any tranfgretfion committed ? the Scripture fays, where
shere is no Law, there is no tranfgreffion : Now, the quefion
ic, do the Rhode-lflanders reccive their Laws from England ?
if fo, there is a tranfgreflion committed again® thofe Laws,
hut if not, there is no tranfgreflion, for wkere there is no Law,
there is no tranfgretlion, fays St. James. For wy part, | can-
not fee kow any Man in America, can properly Lreak the.
Laws of England. The whole lies kere, the laws of America
only are broke, let the offender then be tryv'd by the law he has
broke, what can juftice, | Lad almoft faid #yramy defire more.
However my Lord, there is another idea arifes in my mind,
(and it is no wonder, for the Boflonians are very notional) whick
is, if there is any law Lroke, it is the King and the miniftry who
have broke it ; for 1 would be glad to know my Lord, what
right the King and miniftry kas to fead an armed Schooner to
Rhode-Ifland, to take away ke property of the peojle, any
more than they kave to fend an armed Schooner into Br¢ff, and
demand the proferty of Frince. Know this, that the King of
Enzland has no more rigkt, according to the laws of God and
nature, to claim tke lanas of America, than he has the lands of
France—Americ1, my Lord, in the native riFhls of she Americans,
it is the blood bought treafure of their forefathers ; 2nd they have
the fame cffential right 10 their native laws, as they have to the
air they breath in, or to the light of the moming, whea the
fan rifes ; and ther=fore they who opprefs the Americans muft
Ye as great encmies to therights of the laws of nature, as they
who would (if it were in their power) vail the light of the fun

from the uaiverfe. Remember my Lord, the Americans bave
a
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a privikkgeto Poofl of ubove all the world.  Tley never were
in lendegeto any man, snd therefore it is more for them to
give up dbeir xionTs, than Tt i for all Ew ;e to give up
teir Riouis o the hands of the TURKs 3 confider whgt
Foghth tyrany deir forefithers f'ed from, what feas of diftrefs
ey wet with # owhiat favages they fovght with ? what blood-
bought treafures, as the dear inheritance of their lives, they
Fave left to thewr clildren. Without any aid from the King of
Frglasd 5 ond vet after this, thefe free-born peojle mutt be
counted Ri v L, if they will not loofe every right of Liberty,
which theiv foretitiners bonght with  their blood, and fubmit
zgunto englith minifierial tyranny———O America! O America !

My Lord, 1 hipe I need not remind your Lordfliip of the en-
guiry that the divine Mefliahmade to PrTER, when they required
4 t-x, or titlute, from him. Of whom, fays CeksiT, to PETEX,
do thev gather teax, or tritute, of the children, or of firangers ?
And Prrig faid, of firingers @ Then, fays CHRIST, the ehil-
dren are kR EE. Now, the Galpee Schooner, my l.ord, was a
firanger 3 ond they fhould, if it was in their commiti on, have
gathered tax from frrangers @ But inflead of which, they weuld
gatier it frem the children.  They forgot that the children were
f 1ee o Therefore, my Lord, it muft certainly be, that the Gafpcc
Scheoner tas comimitted the tranfgreflion, and brake the Laws, of
the freedom of this country.  No dcubt, my Lord, but they have
a right to tax the firangers, that come to dwell in their country ;
tut to tax the children, which are free in their own native country,
this will not do ! Nature forbids it ; the law of GOD condemps
it. And nolaw, but that of tyranny, can defire it,

And therefore it was, my Lord, that the children, (who areLy
the hiw of GOD, and the baw of nature FREF) looked upon he
f1.:y 26 deiconer asa firunger, as fuch they treated her ; but wien

Yo ftranger attempted to gather tax of the children who are free,
then they Jooked upon ker, as a Pirate, who took away tlcir
pre perty witbout their confent, by violence, by arms, by guns,
by cuths and damnations = This they thoughtlooked fo like Piracy,
k-t the children did not like it ; and they thought their behavior
as ftrangers v-as very umpolite, that they could not fo much as
pais I'y thefe firangers, but the children muft bow to them, and
ceme to them ; this the children, being free, did not like, and
thev thought it was beft for the children, and the- ftrangers, all to
Le free : And therefore, ong night, my Lord, they went and .fct
t.e dtrangers, (who, by the way, where all prifoners) free—free

S upog
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upon the face of the whole earth ; and then to preferve them frez,
they burnt their prifon. Now, my Lord, would it not be hard tq
hang thefe poor men for it ? However,
If there is any law broke, it is this, that the Gafpee Schooner, by
the power of the Englifh miniftry and admiralty have broke the
Jaws, and taken away the rights of the Americans. And yet the
Americans mutt be punifh’d for it, contrary-to their own laws,
Q! Amazing ! 1 would be glad to know my Lord, what right
the King of kngland has to America, it cannot be an hereditary
right that lics in Hansver, it canmot be a parliamentary righs
that lies in Britain, not a victorious right, for the King of Eng-
* d never conquered America. Then he can have no more righs
to America, than what the peaple have, by compact, in>2ftzd him
witk, which is only a power to protect them, and deiend their
rights civil and religiows ; and to fign, feul, and confirm .s their
fieward fuch laws as the people of America fhall confent to. If
this be the cafe, my Lord, then judge whether the King of
Kngland and the miniftry are not the tranfgretlors in this affair, in
fending armed Schoomers to America, to fteal by power and fword
the people’s property. And if any ate to be try 'd for law-break
ers, it furely ought, in juflice, to be them, But the people of
Axerica a& my Lord very honet in the affair, they are wil-
ling to G1vE and TAKE, tagive the Englith offenders the liberty
tobe try'd by their own laws, and to take the fame liberty wherein
they have offended to be tried by their own laws, they furcly have
as much right to the priviledges of their own laws, as the King
of England has to his Crown, or that thg natives of Britain has to
the rights of an Englifhman,———Confider then, my Lord, how
e, how UNJusr, how unanfwerable before God and Man it
muftbe, by any violence and power to deftroy the rights of the

Amerjcans.

My Lord, the clofe of your Lordfhip's ketter, if fuch that .
enough to make the bloed of every vein ftand fagnated 3s a tef.
timony againft minifterial blondy power. It not only gives a right
to every American tobe angry, .t to be incenfed againft your
Lordthip, wherein you tell the Gevernor of Rhode-1121d; that it
Is his Majefty’s pleafure, that Ge:.cral Gage, hold th® (0P I
readinefs to afhf this aflumed court of admiralev, to .dcﬁmy
the rights of the people. What my Lord, is bloody Bo2 ¢ & 4238
fo near America ? O America ! O America ! hat,‘t (l,:edl:l{?:g‘-'

power of the fword and death to aid civil magifirates the
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the peuple’s rights ? Stop a little my Lord, give a little breathing
time—for it is a folemn thing to die. 1wonder your Lordfhip’s
knees did not fmite together when as the' King's, or minifterial
agent, you wrote this authority, how a good man, a chriftian,
and onc that fears God, can be un agent not only to deftroy the
rights of a people, but to opprefs them, with the military power
of L lood and deith, is enough to make the Earth to reel, and all
Heaven to-ftandaghaft ! Be aftonith’d O ye Heauvens ar this ! [
kope, my Lord, you do not intend to renew ti:at blondy, barba-
rous aflatiination in America which 1f{aw be Scorch barbarian
troops thro' the orders of Lord B n ord Lord We—e———h
fpread in St. Georg.'s helds, remember thie blood of young Allen
cries to Heaven for vengeance in their .face, and a louder voice
than Alxl’s blood, which cry’d to Heav'n for vengeance, is ftill
keard in Bofton ftrects, againft a bloody military power, and
tho' the murdcerers efcaped by a fcene well known to fome, but too
dark to explain—Yet the God of truth & juftice ftands at the door.
Sippofing my Lord, that the Rhode-1flanders, for the fake of the
Lloud Lought liberties of their forcfathers, for the fake of the.
birthrights of their children, fhou.. thew a fpirit of refentment
againft a tyrannical arbitrary power that attempts to deftroy
their lives, liberties and property, would it not be unfufferable,
cruel, for this ¢which thelaw of niature and natiéns teaches them
to do' to be butchered, affuflinated and flaughtered in their own
ftrects Lv thai: own King ? Confider, my Lord, that we muft all
appear before the judgment feat of Chrift, and that it would be
ac.!d cordial for your Lordfhip at the bar of God, to have thou-
finds of Americans rife up i: judgment againft you. Yetr [
would raiker this was the cafe, tho' I fuffer’d death with them,
than they thould 1o ticir effential rights as Americans.

Bu it may be mect to let your Lordfhip know, that if the
Americ s unitz {us there feends 'a good profpeft of it to ftand
as a hand of Frothren for their liberties, they have arlght, by
the law of GOD, of nature, and of nations, to reiu't at, and even
to refit any milit «ry & marineforce, furely they muft be intended in
rcadinefs for the Fremch not for Americans, for can it ever enter
1nto the Leart of a mother to murder her children ? of 2 King to
kill his fubjetts ? cf an agent to deftroy the rights of the Celonies
he reprefents ? But, fuppofe my Lord, that this fhould be the
bloody intent of the minifiry, to make the Americans fubjet to
their Slavery, then let blcad for biced, life for life, and death

i t o for
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for death decide the contention. This bloody fcene can never be
excecuted but at the expence of the deffruétion of England, and
you will find my Lord, that the Americans will not fubmit 10 be
SLA VES, they know the ufe of the gun and the military art as
well as any of his Majefty’s troops at St. James's, and where his
Majefty has one foldier, who art in general the refufe of the earth,
Americacan produce fifty, free men, and all volunteers, and ruife
a more potent army of men in three weeks, than England can
in three years. But God forbid that I fhould be thought to aim
at rouzing the Americans to arms, without their rights, liberties
and oppreffion call for it. For they are unwilling to beat to Arms,
they are loyal fubjects ; they love their King ; they love
their Mother-Country ; they call it ther Howme ;
and wifh nothing more than the profperity of Britain, and
the glory of their King : But they will not give up their rights ;
they will not * - flaves to any power upon Earth. Therefore,
my Lord, as a peace-maker ; as their agent ; as their friend,
lay their grievanee before their King.
Let the Americans enjoy their birthright, bleflings, and Britain her
profperity, let there be a mutual union between the mother and
her children, in all the bleflings of life, trade and Lappinefs ;
then, my Lord, both Britons, and Americans, will call you
blefled.

Wifhing, from my heart, the inviolsble prefervation of the
R1Buts and LiBeRTIES of the AMERICANS, and the
geowing happinefs of ENGLAND :

I am, my LORD,
tis MAJESTY's Loyal Sutjelt,
aind youwr LORDSHIF,

DuvrirFutlL SERVANT,

ABriTisu Bostonr1AN,



L ONONOJ MO @
Ex8§ Beof 8 x§
 OYOYON O |
My, LORD,

As the meit High has given LIBERTY to every Being tha¢
be has given life and breath to : Therefore whatever teads
to diffufe this blefling of heaven, through the beauties of
craation, may furely claim a divine patronage. And as
LiBerTY is the beft of bleflings to a King, Naticn, or
a People ; the bleffings that GOD has given, and there~
fore every perfon has a divine right to enjoy it : For this
reafon, the following ORATION, upon the LiviIinNE
R 16 nu 1 of the People, is, with permiffion, and reverence,

put into your LORDSHIP’s hands,
By your LORDSHIPS's moft obedient,
and moft Humble Servant,

A BRITISH BOSTONIAN,

o sfesfocfosteceofeesteatsofeotoafestscheofeofosfefeokeofoafefeofesfeafeafeste
MICAH VIL 3.

That they may do evil with both bands, earneflly,

the Prince afketb, and the Fuige afketh for &
Reward ; and the great Man ke uitereth bis

mifchicvous defire : SO THEY WRAP IT UP.

X%X HE (faithfulnefs of the prophet
¢ M Micab; the fidelity of his heart, and
Y | ¥a the zeal of his foul for the liberties

EALX of the people, was remarkable. His

faghfulnels when tyranmy reigned by authority ;
when
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when the laws, rights and liberties of the
people were at the difpote of the arbitary power of the
wicked king Auaz, as it is written 2 Chron. 28. 1,
«“ And Abaz was twenty years o.d whem be becan to
< geign, and ke reigned fixteen years im Jerufalcm,
 but be did mot that which was right in the figit of
s the Lord ; like David bis fatber. ber. 19. For
S the Lord bromght Judab low, becaufe of Abaz king
“ of Ifracl, for be made Fudab naked and tranfgreffed
¥ fore againf the Lord, ver. 22.  Andin the time of
& tbis difire;s did be trejpafs yet more and more againf}
« tbe Lord—ibis is that king Aniaz.”

And therefore this faichful prophet lays the matte-
to heart, as onc that rever'd the liberties and happi-
nefs of the people above the authority of the king,
and the power of his fewates. And therefore fays in
the verfe preceding the text, ¢ The good man is
¢_perithed out of the earth, and there is none up-
** right among men, they all lie in wait for blood,
“they hunt every man his brother with a net,”
and is not the cafe at ¢bis day ? for what is the miniftry
hunting after now, is not every one hunting for their
brother, with the NeT of admiralty courts and 1y-
ranny ? ifthey can but once get their American
brethren in this #e7, they may kick and flirt as
long as they will, they’ll never get out no more. Ik
is indeed faid ¢ 1n vain is the net fpread in the fight
of the bird”. and that he has made us wifer than the
fowls of the air, but wherein will the Americans ap-
péat'to be wifer .than the fowls of the air, if they
{uffer' themlelves to be taken in this minifterial nes 2

REMEMBER
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Osserve, thatit was a dartk time with the pa-
tion, a dark time with the church of the Jving Ged,
and avery diftrefling time refpecting the people,whep
Micah appeared cotempory with llaiah, as a prophes
of the Lord, and aSon of LjBertY, therefore he
tells the oppreflors of the people, ¢ Tbe beft of
¢ shem is a brier, a:d the moRt upright of them foarper
¢ than & sborn bedge—tbe day of the waichmen, and
¢ tby vifitatisn comth, now fhall be their perpi xity.”
And is not this the cale ? Is not the day of the watch-
men of America come, who watch for the rights of
the people, as the centingls of the land, to defend
them from every invafion of power and deftruction 2
Now their vifitation in Providence is come—to try
the watchmen whether they will ftand for God, and
the peop'e,or not Now fhall be their perplexity of
the miniltry, who lic in waic for blood and huns
every man his brother with a net, who utter theif
mifchicvous defire, and fo they wrap it up. For
this faithfuloefs, in king Ahaz, and Hezekiah’s days,
the prophet Micah’s name has a fingular honor in the
anoals of Hegven above the reft ot the prephets in
lfraecl —Jer. 19, 18, 19. becaufe he faid—*< hear
this I pray you ye heads of the houfe of Jaceb, and
Princes of the houfe of Ifrac}, thge abhor judgment
and pervert all equity. '

Taererore, thofe favingsof that pieus prelate of
the church of England, bithop Barmet, in his hitory
ot his own time, are noble, valuable ani great,
efpecially were he fays, * that there is not any thing
* more cerrain than thisc: That kiogs arc made for

*¢ the
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 the people, and not the people for them.” Was
aot Dav:d made a king for the people ? Was not
San/ 2 'Was not Selomen ? Then let not kings think
too highly of themfcives ; for the GOD of heaven
never intended they fhould be any more than the
Jirvants of the people ; therefore the bifhop adds,
‘¢ that, pcrhaps, there is no nation under the hea-
“ ven more fenfible of this than the Ewnglid nation ;
“ t!\ar, it the prince does not govern, by this
*“ maxim, the people will foon grow very unkind to
“ him.” If this be the cafe, the king of England
may imediately fee the rcafom of all his proples hard
{pecches, and unkindne(s to him : It is becaule he
has departed, either by inclination, or perfuafion,
from this royal stanpsrp. Therefore he adds,
‘* the intereft, and effenr:al avrLe for a king, is ta
¢ flady the intereft of the nation ; to be ever in it ;
to be always purfuing it : This will lay fuch a de-
gree of confidence in nix, that he will ever be fafe
in the reorvre, while they feef they are fafe in him
and not a moment longer. So that if the king of
England is oot happy, let him thark himfelf for it -
Ic is not his people’s fault—it is his own  For that
king is not worthy to reign, that does not make the
RIGHTS of his people the rule of all his actions ;
Knowing this, that HE receives all his power, and
mejefly, from them ; and how can he think 1hat he
has any right to ru’e cver them, unlefs he rules in
their bearts by inviolable maintaininggheir R1GHTS ?
For as the minifters of the gofpel (when in their pro-
per place) are no cthcrwi?c than the people’s fer-

vaxts, ) the king is no mote than the fcrvanthof
the
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the people : And when, at any time, he is unfaith-
ful, as the people Servant, they have a right to fay to
nim, ** give an account of thy Aewardfip, that thou
mayet be no longer Aeward. For what can he
Judge, wh:n a fice, and an affeQionate people, lay
their grievances, with fears, at his fect, praying,
for ycars palt, fur redrefs? and yet he will not
hear them '!! Or if he doces, he anfwers them, like
Reb-bibam—uovcury : What can he exped, but
Rebobobam’s revolution ? ¢ what part have we in
¢ Dasvid ? Or what portion have we in the fon of
Fde :” Every man to thy tent, O lfrael.™ And
thercfore, th= pious bithop furiher vbferves, ¢ that
@ Prince that would command the affeQions, and
‘¢ praile of the nation, fhould not ftudy to Sresch his
*s prevogative™ ¢ here 1 think the pious bithop miffed
i, for it is aat his prerugative, but the people’s ;
a1 this is what makes it 1o asfafferable, and unbsar-
15le, that the king fhould make ule of their prwer,
ad prerozaiive, to deftroy their rights : This Charles
22 ward did, and he fell into the hands of wick-d
o, and they cut of his head for it.

Ber to proceed to the words of the Text. ¢ That
** they may do evil with both bands earneftiy ; the
‘* Prince afk=th, and the Judie afketh, for a reward,
* a1d the great man he uttereth his mifchievovs de-

" Gre : So they wrap it up,

. Obfervation the fiift.
I is then Pplain that a craving, abfolute Prince,

1s a great diftrefs to s people. T
HE
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~ THx Prince affeth! What does heafk for # Why
the tal{ pine trees, for mafts for his great fhips;
well, Jct him have them, not as his right, ro; but as
'{);}Ul' gift to him Well, but the prince afketh ?
cll, wirat does he afk now ? Why, that the brigth
ftreets may be paved with american gold ; well do
not make a wot1 about that ? let him have it, but
letit be inthe fair way of trade, and commerce, not
by taxation, and oppreflion. The ¢ffence of mo-
ney, lies, in what maney buys, This, England can
furnith you with. _ |
- But the Prihce asketh 2 Well what isit ? will he
never have done afking ? What does he ask now ?
Have patience, and you fhall hear, well what is it ?
Why it is the favour of the government of Rhode-
Ifland, to hold a coutt of admiraity to authorize them
10 confine fufpe8led perfons, (guilty or hot guiliy)
and drag thém away tlirce thovfand miles, to take
their trial by a jury of ftrangers, if not encmies. But
the granting of this in fome meafurz depends upon
the confent of the governor. But all governors
(who are worthy the narhe) are {uch as the fcripture
defcribes Judges 5. 9. * My heart, fays one, nay eve-
ry American vall fay the fame, is towaids the go-
vernourd¢ who offer themfelves willingly among thc
peovle,” to rule by their Jaws, to detend the rights
of the p:ople, to piote@ their perfons, to lecure
their liberties. And thisis (we heat) the happi-
nefs, power and bulwark of Rhode-Ifland govern-
ment. For its fafety lies in this, that the Governor
df the provinte, and the judges of the fuperior court,

the repretentatives of the people, and general ay;m;
: y
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bly, are folemnly bound by oath, to rule, goverp
and decide, and determine oyLy by their own laws;
if fo, they have a right to tell the prince, that though
he asketb yet he will afk in vain. Once more,

Bur the prince g/keth, what now does he atk ?
Will he never have done afking ¢ Well, but what
does he afk ? Why he ask. 1h, thc womep, the wives
upon the goverment of Rhodc-lﬂand to fpare their
hufbands from their deds from their dcfims, from
their arms, and from their children ; to be confin’d
‘in the horrid kingdom of a Man-of-War’s crew ;
fo be tranfported back again to the tyranny theit
forfathers fled from, to a land of fmares, and tbe lba-
dow of death. This may be thou ght o be harth lan-
guage, and by the miniftry, s nun /qymg ‘who can
bear it ? Butit is not a hair’s breadth’ more in mean-
ing, than the intended power and tyranny of this
new court of adm:ralty And will you not fubmig
‘toit ? No! thatis right; I am glad of ir, but per-
haps, it may be thought rather hapd, when a ynncc
asketh, not to grant fo {mall a favour.

Byt the text likewife fays—The Judge asketh for

2 reward. The judges have the key of the laws,
the hearts of the !a.pjer:, and the power of juries, too
much in their own hands. The lives of the people,
the rights of the fubje&t, and the difpofal of their
‘ groperty, was originally intended to be determined
y juries only. Butas the Judges have aflumed by
cuftom, a power of dl&atlng to lawyers cven at the
bar, and a diretion to the jury ; it highly becomes
fhem more than ever, to be men fearing God and
ﬁllﬂlg
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batirg coveloufuefs. Therefore it is an ill found to
hear that the Fudgeafketh fcr a reward, what canit be
for ? fure it cannct be fot freeing the King-freet
murderers, or pleading that it was only manflaughter,
if he k w that it was wilful murder. No
doubt but this a& of kindnefs will be rewarded, if
not at the judgment feat ot Chrift, which fome de-
{pife ; yet at tne bar of God, when he fhall f{ay, arife
ye dead and come to judgment : Then there will
be ro fetting afide a witnels in Mr. P——ms cafe,
nor no other. Apgain the text faith,

Tue Judge asketh for a reward ! Well, what re-
ward is it, a revard from the crown of Britain ? if fo,
not to let him have it, by no means : For if once
the judge: of he courts of judicatory of this pro-
virce becoms dependent for their fupport, cr fala-
ties, upon the favour of the crown, or miniftry at
Home, you become a nation of (laves to minifterial
power ; for thereby you fubmit the key of
all your eflential rights as Americans, to be in the
hands of your enemies : For if you fuffer the judges
to become dependent for their pay upon the mini-
ftry, of England, what are they but the minifiry’s
fervants. If fo, you may naturally fuppofe, they
muft do as the miniftry dire@s them ; it not, they
will be unfaithful fervants, and if faithful to the mi-
nifiry, where then are your rights ? Where is the
fecurity cf yomr lives, or your property. For a
more bolder, daring 1nnovation upon ycur right of
power, dicifion and dctermination by your own laws,
refpe@ing your right and property between man
and man, bctween the crown of England, and the
rights «f America, cannot pcflibly be made, or

attempted
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attempted to be made, than to make your judges
dependent upon the britith miniftry ; it is in effe&,
giving up your rigds to all you have, to all that you,
or your children can ever poffefs. As the pofieffion
of a perfon’s right, whether heriditary, or by pur-
chafe, depends much upon the determination of the
judges. And if the judges are wholly to be depen-
dent upon the crowan of England, for nomination
and fupport, then you may cafily judge whofe fer-
vants an { fl .ves you are to be. For it is well known,
that the judges, or general courts, or fome bady, has
for thee hundred years, and more, diftrefled theic
brethren in their eftates, and in their confciences,
by impoling payment for minifters, and fora worfhip
of GOD con.rary 1o the people’s confciences ; and if
they have done thefe things in the green tree, what
may you not exped in the dry.

But as the text fays, The Fudge asketd for a re-
wa 4. 1f it be for his fidelity in his high office, for
h:s honourable fupport, according to the dignity of
his chara&er.  You are bound in duty, in affeétion,
and in obedience tolet him have it. Shew your
atfeflion, readinefs and gratitude, to reward your
jadges, as the guardians of .vour rights; as thofe
wio from their hearts, fhould prote@ and hand forth
the liberuies of their brethren to them. This is the way
t) become a band of bretbrea, from the governor, to
the meanelt fubje@. Perhaps the whole of your
complaint in this refpe®, is owing for want of your
taking an carlicr opportunity, to fettle fuch falaries,
as their merir, labour, and expence deferves.

YsT let not this lead us from the obfervation,
which was, that, zn afking, craving, ablolute prince,

is
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is a great diftrefs toa people. Was not this the café
of the people in King Abaz, and in King Abed’s
day, when he crav’d Naboth's vineyard ? Likewife
in Jereboham’s days, who deprived the people of
their religious liberties, in worfhipping the God of
lirael, in his temple at Jerufalem ? who fet up his
golden calves at Dan and Bethel, of whom it is faid,
thss i8 Jeroboam the fon ot Nebat, who taught Jfrael
to fin. Was not this the cafe in Zedckiah’s Zays.
though he was warned by the word of the Lord, and
by the prophet of the GOD of 1ftacl ? Yet he was,
notwithftanding, abfolute and craving, though
he was told, it would end in the defiru&ion of
himlelf, and his people. Was not this thecaufe of
almoft all the diftrefs, deaths, and bloodthed, that
have ever hLappened in England fince 1he conqueft
of Fulian Cefar ? their King’s ruling, and reigning, by
a difpotic power, which they aflum’d, céntrary to the
laws, and rights «f the people. Were hot the Britons
obliged by the love ot liberty, to obtain their royal
Magna Charta, (word in hand, flom King Jobn {
Was not this the cafe in the reign of Charles the
firk, when the people and ?arlia'mcnt tovk up arms,
to maintain the rights and laws of the people; and
when it reqrired either the head of the King, or the
lofs of their liberties ? they foon decided the matter §
they foon let the king khow that they revei’d their
rights, and liberties, atbvc his le‘e. power, and pre-
rogative. In Charles the feconc’s reign, there was
much the fame abioliite power over he rights cf the
people, both civil and religious : But he had a pecu-
liar politenefs of temper in pleafling even his very
cnamies. In James the third’s reign, diffotic potver

was
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was too evident, and caftrefling for the people td
bear ; therefore a revolution, both ot king, and
ftate, by the fpirit, power, and arms, of che people,
was foon accomplithed.

The tc22ad obfervation is,

Tuat when the king, judges, and fenares, unite
to deftroy the rights oi the people by a difpotic pow:
er, or, as the teat exprefles it, tbat shzy may do evil
with both bards, :hen the p.ofperity of the nation
to:ters 3 the Crown fhakes ; and the deftru&ion of
the people’s rights is ncar at hand. For tae righs
of the people, which Is the fupreme glory of the crown
and kingdom of Britain, is the Magna Cbarta of the
king as well as the people ; itis as much his pre-
viledge, as it is bis gloiy, to inaintain their rights ;
and he is as much under a lav, (I mean the law
cf the rights cf the pe ple.) as 132 people are under
the oath of allegiance to him. And therefore what-
ever power deltroys their righis, deftroys at the fame
rime, his right to re.gn, or any right 0 his kingdom,
cr an, or glory ; nay, his hght to the name of a
king among the prople. Was not this the cafe in
Rerobobam’s days, when the people were diftrefled
with Jirgeand heavy taxations, anc o ppreflions ? they
petitiorred the King to relieve them from fuch op-
preffions, but would he hearken to tiem, according
to the a!lv.ce of his father’s counfellors ? No ! but
according to the advice of his young Counfel, hé
anfwered them like an arbritrary prince. in the fpeech
of his difpotic min firy, roughly, My fatber cbaflifed
Jou with woips, but I will cbaflife yo. with feorpions ;
Buat, would the people bear this oppreflion ? No !
W eat pars, (ad they, bave we in David ? Or what

puriion
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portion in the fon of Fefle 2 To by temts, Ob Ifrael,
Was not this the cafe in Z:dekiab’s reign ? And was
not this lately the cafe in Sweeden, when the King
with a few of his Senates, and miniftry, about him,
deftroyed the rights of the people, by the power of
the fword, and eftablithed his defpotic will as the
law of the land, by the tyranny of death ?
Obleivation the third,

Tuis fhews, that an arbitrary difponc power in a
prince, is the ruin of a nation, of the King, of the
crown, and of the {ubje&ts ; therefore it is (2 be feare
ed, abborred, detefted and deltroyed, becaufe the
happinefs of the King, and the profperity of the
people are thereby, n.t oaly in danger, but upon the
brink of deftruction. Every age and every hittory,
furnifhes us with proofs, as clear as the hight of the
morning of the truth of this.

BurT it is the fingular happinefs of the Americans,
according to their own laws, not to be in bondage 10
any power upon the earth, The King of England,
kas no power to ena&®, or put in force any law that
may opprefs them, his very attempting to do it, at
once deftroys his right to reign over them  For the
brightet Gem which the king of England wears,
in the britith crown, is tha: majefty, truii, and con-
fidence, which the Americans invefl him wih as the
King and guardian of their rights, and libertes.

Tue Parliament of England cannot juftly make
any laws to opprefs, or defend the Americans, for
they are not the reprefentatives of America, and there-
fore they have no legiflative power cither for them,
or againft them.

The houfe of Lords cannot d)it, for they are

Peers



An O R AT 1 O N 27

Pecers of England, net of America ; and, if neither
kirg, lords, nor commons, have any right to opprefs,
or deftroy, the liberties of the Americans, why is it
then, that the americans do not ftand upon theirown
flrength, and fthew their power, and importance, when
the hife of life, and every liberty that is dear to them
and their children is in danger.

Therefore,let me addrefs you with all the power of
affeCtion, with all the pathos of foul, as one who efteems
the full pefleflion of the rights of the Americans, as
the higheft blefling of this life—to ftand alarm’d !
Sce your danger,—death is near,—deftru&ion is at
the door—Need I fpeak ? Arc not your harbours
blockaded from you ? Your caftle fecured by cap-
tives—your lives deftioyed—revenues impofed upon
you--~taxation laid— mul:tary power opprefling—your
CHARTER violated—your G- -—'s heart not right—
yuur conftitution is declining—your liberiies depart-
ing, and nct conient with this, they now attack the
life, the foul and capito! of all your liberties—to chufe
vour judges, and make them independent upon you
tor office or fupport, and ere@ new courts of admi-
ralty to take away by violence, the hufband tram his
family, his wife, his home, his friends, and his all,
thiough a fcene, lefs joytul than Plute’s horrid king-
dom. To be confin’d, and tried for his life, by the
accufation of a2 n=gro.

Has not the voice of your fatker’s blocd ¢-y’d yet
loud enough in vour cars, in your hearts ? * ye fons
of America fcorn to be flaves” Have you not heard
the voice of blood in your swn ftreets, I uder than
that" which reached to Fleaven, that cry’d for ven-

gence, that was, {aih the Lord to Cain, the voice
of
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of thy brother’s blood, of only one, but this of mary
brethren. Thercfore, if there be any vein, any nerve
any foul, any lile or fpirit of liberty in the fons og'
America, thew your love for it ; guard your freedom,
prevent your chains ; ftand up as onc man for your
hiberty ; for none but thofe, who fet a juft value up.-
on this blefling, arc worthy the enjoyment of it.

Which leads me to ihe fifth obfervation, which ig,

TuaaT itis notiebellion. }declare it before GOD,
the congregation and all the world, and I would be
glad if it reach’d the ears of every Briton, and every
American ; That it is no rebellion to oppofe any
King, miniftry, or governor, that deftroys by ary
yiolence or authority whatever, the rights of the
people. Shall a man be deem’d arebel that fup-
ports his ownrights ? it is the firlt law of nature, and
he muit be a rcbel to GOD, to the laws of nature,
and his own confcience, who will not do it. A right
to the blefling of freedom, we do not receive fiom
Kings, but from Heaven, as the breath of life, and
cilence of our exiftence ; and fhall we not preferve i,
as the beauty of our being. Do not the birds of
the air e, o2~ their wings ? the fith of the fea their
fins ? and th- uim of the earth turn again when it
s trod upon ? And it be deem’d rebellian 2 Heaven
forbid it ! Shall Nabotb's difputing with King 4bab,
refpeing bis vineyard, be decm’d rebellion ? Or the
people fending bome their governor in irons fome
years ago, be deemed rebellion 2 1t is no more re-
bellion, than it is to breathe.

Sixthly, to obferve,
Tuat when the rights and liberties of the people

are deftroyed, it is commonly by the mifchievous
| defigy
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defign of fome great man. The text fays, the great
man uttereth bis mifchievous defire: But who this

reat man is, we do not certainly know, but may
fhrewdly guefs ; but whether Lord Bute, Duke of
Grafion, or Lord Hilfborough, is not fo material,
but the mifchievous defign, is what we fear, is what
we feel, if they inftill in the King’s mind a divine
right of autbority to command his fubjeéts; this is
mifchievcus.  King Charles found it fo ; Rehoboham
found it fo, and fo will our prefent King, if he hear-
kens to fuch advice.

Ir they make the name of the King facred, I
hope they mean a political facrednefs : If fo, he is
no more facred than the people have made him,
by invcfing him with the facred truft of their rights.
If anygreat man, or the whole miniftry makes ufe of
the king’s Name, or his authority, to enforce their ar-
bitrary will, as a law to the fubjeéls, that the fubjeéts
muft obey, and pafflively fubmit ? becaufe, fay they, ic
is hismajefty’s willand pleafure : This is a mif:bievous
dc¢fign—mifchievous to the dignity of the crown—
to his majefty’s perfon—to his fecurity—to his fami-
ly—and their fafety. Itis hikewife mifchicvous to his
majefty’s fubje@s, as it fpreads difcord, difunion and
difaffection to the king, to his authority, and power,
which is a mournful confideration, and is the
bane of all our national diftrels. The people in Eng-
land, and the people in Ar.zrica, would fain love
their King, and obev himy with reverence,.and affe@i-
on, and make him the moft happy prince upon the
earth, if he weuld but prevent this mr/chicvous defign
of the ruin of their ¢/ffentzal rights, and liberises.

- Bur the text fays, * The great man be uttererh bis
| ‘““ mijcolevous
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- mifchievous defire,”—and indeed we believe he does,
in the cleer, in the cabinet, and in the ears of the
King. Ob! it is a mifchievous defign ; too deep for
vs ro fatnom, or come to the bottom of, it carries ia it
tie plain alpelt of diftrefs to the king, and dittruétion
to the people Oi ! kind heaven, prevent what king
ani people have too much caufe to fear ; however,
at the beft, it is a mifchigvous defign to alienate (by -
any dirc&ion, or dictation) the affe@ions of his maje-
fty’s good futjeits ; asit deflroys the bonds, and ties,
of national bleflings; their rights ; their liberties ;
their lives 3 their prope:ties: And if this is not a
mifchievous defign there can fcarce be one found out
of the deeps of the dark manfions.

BuTt to return to you, my dear Americans, you
thiok hard 10 pay dutics for teas, imports, clearances,
entries, &c. &c But what will ycu tarmers and land-
holders think, of paying a fixed tax for every acre
of land you enjoy, for every apple tree you rear, for
cvery barrel of cyder you maks, fcr every pound of
candles you burn, for evory pound of foap you ule,
for every pair of fhoes you wear, for the light of the
morning, and the {un, that a kint heaven gives you,
what doyou think of paying a continual tax toralithefe,
this is conra:n’d in the mifclicvous delign, ftand a-
larm’d, O ye Americars But I clofe with the
lat remark from the weat. So by wrap it xp. It
will do, it will do fay tlicy. The King ,fay they, has
a right to appoint judges, courts ¢t acmiral-
ties, impofe revepues, lay taxes, ferd military
forces, block up their  harbours, command
them—compel them by arms—pay their judgese—
get :he key of their laws, rights and libertics into
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our hands, this will do ! and /s they wrap it up, as fine
and fmooth as can be : But | think 1t is brtter o
sswrap it again. What do you think, my dear Ame-
ricans ? But 1 add no more—but advife you, as it is
a day of public chankfgiving, to blefs GOD tor the
liberties and mercies you do enjoy ; not for thote you
are deprived ot—my fecond advice is, lcv: your king,
pray for him, pray for yuur governor, pray for your
judges, that all their reign may beealy to themielves,
and happy for the people.
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N. B. This Peice comes into the World, as Men
go through it, with many faults.



